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«BoHa 3006yna nepeMory, 3apy4yHuk
4YNCTOTU, pOANYKA BEJINKOI

Mapii...” (Maptuponorisa Cs. OHI'yca,
Apyra Bboxoro)

Ha 19-ro nunH4a (ue - 6-ro AuMnHs 3a
I0N1iaHCbKMM KasnieHAapeM) MU CBSATKYEMO
nam'aTb OAHIEl 3 UMcneHHUX CBATUX
Hepo3aineHoi LlepkBu nepworo
Tncauonitra, Ce. MOHeHU, 3aCHOBHUMKaA
KinesincbKoro MoHacTuUps B MiBHIYHIN
IpnaHngii, ska Ha Tol AeHb ynokoinacb y
Bo3zi y p. 518.

MoHeHa Hapoaunacb KOPOJiBHOO
npnénunsHo B p. 435 y [JoHAarMopcbKii
obnacti laBHCcbKOro nosiTy. Ii 6aTbko,
MaxTa, 6yB Koponem Teputopii Big J1aBT
no Apmar, a ii matn KomBi un KomaH, Tex
6yna nouko Kopons. MOHEHY OXPEeCTUB i
MuponoMasas caM Bennkuin Ce. MaTpik,
Konu BiaBiayBas ii 6aTbKiB. [laB BiH i iM's
BnacHoi cectpu, Japepku, i NpopoKyBas,
Wwo il nam'ataTMMyTb OBl Bik1. Takox
KaXyTb, WO Le BiH 3pobus ii YepHuueto.
[eski pkepena nuwyTb, WO MOJOALWWNA
6paTt MoHeHu, PoHaH, cTaB ENMcKoONom y
LoTnaHnaii.

“She gained a triumph, a hostage of
purity, a kinswoman of great Mary”
(Felire St. Oengus the Culdee)

On July 19 (which is July 6 on the Julian
calendar) we celebrate the memory of
one of the many Saints of the undivided
Church of the first millennium - St.
Monenna, founder of the the Killevy
(often spelled “Killeavy”) Monastery in
Northern Ireland, who reposed in the
Lord on that day in 518.

Monenna was born a princess about 435
in the Donaghmore area of County
Down. Her father was Machta, king of
the territory from Louth to Armagh, and
her mother, Comwi or Coman, was the
daughter of a king as well. Monenna was
baptized and chrismated by the great
St. Patrick himself when he visited her
parents. He gave her the name of his
own sister, Darerca, and prophesied that
she would be remembered for a long
time. It is also said that it was he who
veiled her as a monastic. Some sources
say that Monenna’s younger brother,
Ronan, became a bishop in Scotland.
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IM'a «MoHeHa» (abo «MoHiHa»), ak ii
nepeBaxxHO Ha3MBaKTb MOXe BYTU HiXKHUM
Mpi3BUCbKOM, AKOro ganu in
WaHyBanbHMKK. Lle Hepigko 6yBaE€ 3
iphaHaceknmu CeatuMu — Hanpuknag Cs.
MaTpika 6yBae Ha3mBatoTb «CB. Magi».
«MoHeHa» abo «Mo-HiHe» 03Hau4aE no-
ipnaHacbkoMy «Mosi HiHa» abo «Mos
JoHeuka». ICHye nereHAa, ska Kaxe, o
OAHOro pasy BOHa y340poBu/a HiMOro
CBOEIO MOJSINTBOLO i MepLli cnoBa, SKUX BiH
BUMOBMB 6ynn «HiHa HiHa». CnoBo «HiHa»
Hade 6 To 6y/n10 NMepwnM CIOBOM, AKOro
cama CedATa BuMoBua 6yayuu
HeMoBAATKOM. Ii Takox Ha3mBawTb «Mo-
6niHa» abo npocto «bniHa». Lle -
po3pobka cnoBo «MoHiHa», B SKOMY
MPUrOSIOCHI «M» | «H» CTalTb «61».

CB. MoHeHa nepulie 3acHyBasna MoOHacTup y
MicTi dorrapT, Ae Hapoauniacs iHwa
cnasHa ipnaHacbka YepHuus, Ce. bpirita
Kingepcbka. lNMoTiMm BoHa cBoix CecTpuub
nepesena Ao ocrtposa berepiH, wo6
OTPMMATU BKa3iBKM NPO YEPHEYE XUTTA
Bi4 OAHOrO 3 nepwmx ipaaHACbKUX
€nunckoniB, sknum 6yB CB. I6ap (un IBap
yu IBop). MOXNMBO BOHa NEBHUN Yac
6yna coTpyaHukom caminn CB. bpiriTi.
HapewTi MOHeHa 3acHyBana MoHacTup y
Kinesi (cnoso o3Hauvae «LlepkBa ropun»). ¥
HbOMY crno4aTKy 6yso 8-0x AiBuub Ta
BAOBA 3 XJIOMNYUKOM. XNON4ymnka, aKni
Ha3uBascs Jlyrep, 3 Nt060B't0 BUXoBanmu
CecTpuui i BiH NOTiM cTaB EMNUCKOMOM.

KenbTcbki MoHacTupi IpnaHaii Ha Ton 4ac
6ynun HaTXHeHi cnocobom xuTTa OTUIB i
MaTepiB lNycTenbHUKIB 4-ro CTONITTA.
BoHW B OCHOBHOMY cknajanucs 3 manumx
epMiTaxiB 3 LeHTpanbHO LlepkBoto Ta
iHWMMK CnifibHMMK ByanHkamu. ToMy WO
BOHW B30pYBaJINCA Ha PaHHIX EMMMNETCbKUX
MoHacTnpax y NyCcTUHAX, Ui YepHedi oceni
B IpnaHaii yacto HoCMNN HasBy «aicepT»,
O O3HA4YaE «BiantoaHe micue» abo
«NYCTUHS». (MIX iHWWM Ha3Ba BY/WLUI, Ha
AKI 3HAaX0ANTbCS YKpaiHCbKa
npaBocfaBHa AyxoBHa wkona, Koneriqa
CB. AHapes, B BiHHinesi B MaHiT0bi,
«Dysart Road”, mae Te came 3HaA4YeHHSA).

The name “Monenna” (or “*Moninna”) by
which she is generally known may
actually be an affectionate nickname
given by those who venerated her, a
common practice with Irish saints (for
example St. Patrick is often called “St.
Paddy”). *"Monenna” or “Mo-
ninne”means in Irish *my Ninna” or “my
daughter”. There is a legend that a
dumb man was healed by her prayers
and that the first words he spoke were
“Ninna Ninna”. "Ninna” was also said to
be the first word the Saint herself said
as a baby. She is also known as “Mo-
Blinne” or simply “Bline. This is a
development of Moninna, whereby the
consonants "m” and “n” became “bl”.

St. Monenna first founded a monastery
in Faughart, the town where the other
famous Irish female monastic, St. Brigid
of Kildare, was born. She later took her
Sisters west to the island of Begerin to
be guided in the ways of monastic life by
one of the first Irish bishops, St. Ibar
(Ivar or Ivor). She may have laboured
for a time with St. Brigid herself. Finally
Monenna founded a monastery in Killevy
(meaning “church of the mountain” in
Irish), initially consisting of eight virgins
and a widow with a baby boy. The lad,
whose name was Luger, was lovingly
raised by the sisters and in time became
a Bishop.

The Celtic monasteries of Ireland at the
time were inspired by the lifestyle of the
4th century Desert Fathers and Mothers.
They consisted essentially of several
small hermitages with a central church
and other community buildings. Since
they were patterned after the early
Egyptian monasteries in the desert, the
monastic sites in Ireland were often
referred to as “diseart” i.e. “secluded
place” or desert. (Incidentally, the name
“Dysart Road” which is the street
address of the Ukrainian Orthodox
theological school, St. Andrew’s College,
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, has this same
meaning).




MoHeHa - BigOMa, 9K ackeT. Ii
npupiBHioBanu Ao Ce. IBaHa lNpeaTedi Ta
Cs. Inni. NoaibHo no IBaHa BOHa
oasiranacs B oasr 3i wkyp 6opcykiB. BoHa
3auicyBaJsia CBOE BOJIOCCSH pa3 Y pik Ha
Macxy i obpobnsna 3emnto, wWob
BUpOLLYBaTV BRacHy ixy. Ii cany, rpebiHb
Ta WKipSAHMA oaar 4OBro TpMManu B
KinesiricbkoMy MoHacTupi, Sk peniksii.
MpaBocnaBHi cniBatoTb i Len Tponap Ha
Fonoc 8-mir: «O MOHEHO, WO Ha CaMOTi
3Marasacsa OCArHyTU 3aBepLlIeHiCTb Ha
cxuni ropu, / ypocroinacsa TM 3BaTuUCSA
'noykoto Inni' i xuna, ak OTui
nycrenbHuku. / Monu Xpucrta bora
Haworo, wob cnac BiH agywi Hawi.»

ManoMHMKK NpoBiIAYOTb Micue, ae
3Haxoamecst MoHacTup CeB. MoHeHn [0
HWHI. 3HaxoanTbCsa BOHO 6ing M. Hiopi B
niBHiYHIM Ipnanaii. Ha niBHiYHO-CXigHIN
cxuni Mopum F'anioH 3HaXoAUTLCS KO/S10443b,
wo 3BeTbcs Konoaasb Ce. MoHeHu (abo
CB. BniHn). Mo3Ha4YeHN BiH BEIMKUM
6innm XpecTtoM. Takox 67M3bKO JIEXUTb
BeNiMKa rpaHiTHa nauTa, sika, KaxyTb,
no3Hauye ii rpi6. Ha konoassi Hanuc:
«Tobar Naomh Blathnaid» (Konoassb CB..
BnatHaign — we ogHa Bepcia 1i iMeHi).
ManoMHMkM npnbysatoTb Tyanm o0cobamBo
Ha ii CBaTO, 6-ro NunHs (3a
rpuMropiaHCcbKuUM KaneHgapwm) i n'loTb
BOAY Ta NPOMUBAIOTb HEK OYi @ TaKoxX
NpuB’sA3aTN raH4yipKy Ha O4HOMY 3
OOBKOJINLWHIX AepeB — Ue ipnaHACbKUm
3BMYaN, SKUM NPUHOCSATb MOJIUTBU 3a
61un3bKnX i piaHuX. € MNaenbcbkuin KNy6
atnetusmy Ta Knyb mMonogixi, ki HocaTb ii
iMm'a y M. Kinesi B noBiTi Apmar. Takum
YMHOM Jani CNOBHIOETLCA npopouTso CB.
MaTpika Npo Te, WO AiBYUMHKA, SKY BiH
OXpecTMB a NOTIM YBIiB y UepHeue XuUTT4,
6yne 3HaHa Ha JOBri BiKw.

JeTtani npo xxuntta CB. MOHEHU YacTo
CryTaHi 3 XUTTAM iHWKUX MicueBmnx CBATUX
nepLworo TMcAYoNiTTa XpUCTUAHCTBA 3
noaibHnmMuM imeHamu, gk Hanp. CB. MepuH
um MogBeHa, NycTenbHULSA, WO NpoXuna
Ha oCcTpoBi AHApeci Ha piyui TpeHT B
AHrnii. HagiTb € Taki, WO NoB'A3yI0Tb iM'S
M. EgiHbypr 3 ii iMeHeM y WoTnaHACLKIl

Monenna was renowned for her
asceticism. She was compared to St.
John the Baptist and St. Elias. Like John,
she wore a garment of badger-skins.
She combed her hair once a year at
Easter and tilled the ground to grow her
own food. Her hoe, her comb and her
badger-skin garment were long kept at
the Killevy monastery as relics. The
Orthodox sing to her this Troparion in
Tone 8: “O Monenna, who strove for
perfection alone on a mountainside,/
thou wast found worthy to be called
'daughter of Elijah' and didst live like the
desert fathers./ Pray to Christ our God
that our souls may be saved.”

Pilgrims visit the site of St. Monenna’s
monastery to this day. It is near the
Northern Irish city of Newry. On the
northeastern slope of Slieve (Mount)
Gullion, there is a holy well called Saint
Moninne's (or St. Bline’s) Well. It is
marked by a large white Cross. There is
also a large granite slab which is said to
mark her grave. The well has an
inscription: “Tobar Naomh Blathnaid”
(St. Blathnaid’s Well - another version
of her name). Pilgrims come there
especially on her Feastday, July 6
(Gregorian calendar), to drink and wash
their eyes with the water from the well
and to tie a rag on one of the nearby
trees — an Irish custom by which prayers
are offered for those near and dear.
There is a Gaelic Athletics Club as well
as a Youth Group that bears her name in
Killeavy, County Armagh. Thus St.
Patrick’s prophesy that the young lady
he baptized and introduced to monastic
life would be known for a long time
continues to be fulfilled.

The details of the life of St. Monenna are
often tangled up in the lives of other
local Saints of the first millennium of
Christianity with similar names - for
example St. Merryn or Modwenna, a
hermitess on the island of Andresey in
the Trent River in England. There are
even those who link the name of the city
of Edinburgh with her name in its




Bepcii — Enana, EnaH uv EgiH. HaykoBseub
3 yHiBepcuteTy Mernn y MoHpeani B
Keebeky, a-p dopoTi AH bpei, Hanucana
HayKoBi CTaTTi Ta AaBasa BUKIAAM MPO LK
CNnaBHY AaBHIO ipnaHacbKky CBATY.

Hexaln Hagani NpMHOCATbL 3aCTYMHUYI
Monuten CB. MOHEHU MUp Ta 3naroay in
pigHin ipnaHACbKi 3eMNi — a TakoX i HaM,
O CTAapaEMOCH, K BOHA, BIpHO CNYXWUTH
focnofoBi NpoABNAKOYM NackasiCTb A0
6AMXKHBOro. AMiHb.

Scottish version of Edana, Edan or Edin.
An academic from McGill University in
Montreal, Dr. Dorothy Ann Bray, has
written papers and lectured on this great
early Irish Saint.

May the intercessions of St. Monenna
continue to bring peace and harmony to
her native Irish land - and to us, who
seek, as she did, to serve the Lord with
kindness and faithfulness. Amen.




