Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
Ykpainceka IIpaBociaBHa LlepkBa B Kanani
L'Eglise orthodoxe ukrainienne du Canada

Home Page | Listing of Articles

CB. MakcumMm CnoBigHNK

St. Maximus the Confessor

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kyraw
kutash@unicorne.org

«Konu nemMoHun 6ayartb, L0 MMH
HeXTYEMO cripaBaMu LbOro CBiTy, W06
He nigaaBaTUCA HEHaBUCTI Ao naen
yepes HMX i BignapaTtu Big no6oBi, 10
BOHW CMNOHYKYIOTb HaKJien rnpoTu Hac,

HaRiloUYUCDH, WO MU HE 3MOXXEMO
nepeHecTm Uro o6iay i ctraHemo
HEeHaBMAITU TUX, WO HaC
nanxocnosBnATb.» (CsB. Makcum
CnosBigHuk, Yorupucra rnas npo
JTro60B, yueTBepTa coTHA, N2 87)

Ha 3-ro ntoToro 3a rpuropiaHCbKuM
KaneHgapem (Bignosigae 21-My CiyH4A 3a
I0/Ti@aHCbKMM) MU CBATKYEMO NaM'saTb repos
Bipu, CB. Makcuma CnosigHuka. BiH
nepeHic Haknenn, Myku Ta BUrHaHHS
yepes Moro HeNoxXmMTHy 060poHYy
CnaceHHoi icTnHu, wo B Nocnogai Icycosi
XpucTtoBi, [pyra Ocoba lNMpeceaToi Tponui,
bor CuH, HacnpaBai i MOBHICTIO CcTas
JIroAMHOLO, | B TOM caM 4ac BiH 3aBxau -

“"When the demons see us
disdaining the things of the world in
order through them not to hate men

and fall away from love, they then
incite slanders against us, hoping
that, unable to bear the hurt, we
will come to hate those who slander
us.” (St. Maximus the
Confessor, Four Hundred Chapters
on Love, Fourth Century #87)

On February 3 on the Gregorian
calendar (which is January 21 according
to the Julian calendar) we celebrate the
memory of a hero of the Faith, St.
Maximus the Confessor. He suffered
slander, torture and exile for his
unswerving defense of the saving truth
that in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Second
Person of the Trinity, God the Son, truly
and fully became human while always
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Bor.

Hapoanecsa MakcuMm y KOHCTaHTUHOMOI
6nm3bko 580 p. CBOE OCBITOW, TaJlAHTOM
Ta YECHOTHUM XUTTSM BiH OCAMHYB Micue
nepLworo cekpetaps i AopagHuKa
ImnepaTopa Ipaknisi. Ta 60rocoBCbKi
nepekoHaHHs MakcmMMa CnoHyKanu horo
NOKMHYTW Lel NPeCcTUXHUN NocT, 60 X He
Mir BiH CNPUAHATK HaB4YaHHA MoHoOTEnITIB
(rpeubke CNOBO «TesieMa» O3Ha4ae
«BONA»), AKi TBEpAMNM, Wo y BrineHomy
Mocnogai Icyci — nnwe oaHa, 6oXxecTBeHHa
BOJIA.

Y Hawi AHi, KON Tak NowmnpeHmnn
CBiTOrNSA pensaTuBiaMy, MoXe AUBHUM
3BYy4YaTH, WO Ha Ut TeMy byna Taka
cynepeyka. Ta XpuctusaHcbkmin Cxig BiB
nepeg y po3mMoBax Npo Te, K BiANOBICTU
Ha 3anuT, AKoro nocrasme Xpucrtoc CBoiM
Y4HAM: «A BKU 3a KOro MeHe maete?»
(MaTtBist 16:15). MNMepwwnin BceneHcbkni
Cobop, wo Binbyscs B Hikei 325 p.
pillyye BigNoOBIB, WO Haw focnoab,
6yayun JlroanHo, € pa3oM 3 TuM «bor
iCTUHHMI Big Bora icTMHHOro». Yetseptui
Xe, Wwo BiabyBcs B XankmaoHi B p. 451,
niagTeepams UK iCTUHY MPOronoLwyoun, Wwo
B Hawomy [ocnoai - ABi npupoau,
60>)KecTBeHHa i I0ACbKA, | B HUX HEMAE
«aHi 3MilWaHHSA, aHi 3MiHK, aHi noainy, aHi
pO34iNieHHs».

Tomy wo 6yno 6arato Takux, LU0
BBaXasn, WO TaKe MporosioweHHs
npuHunxye Boxectso NocnoaHe, To 6ynn
cnpobu 3HanTK KoMmnpowmic. Y 638 p.
IMnepaTtop Ipaknin i Matpiapx Ceprin
KOHCTaHTUHOMOALCbKMN BUAANU AEKPET,
O BCi MalTb NpUIAHATK, Wo B Focnoai €
TiNbKW O0AHa BO/1S Y ABOX npupoaax. Lum
BOHUW AyManun NPUMUPUTU TUX, WO pillyye
cnosigysanu, wo B Icyci Tinbkn ogHa
6orontoacbka npupoaa.

Ane Makcum 6yB nepekoHaHum, o
TBEPAUTU, WO B XPUCTi nwe ogHa,
boxxecTBeHHa, BOM4, Le Te X came, WO
TBEPAUTU, WO BiH He cnpasai JliogmnHa, Wwo
Moro 60>ecTBo nepemarae Yu norimHae

remaining divine.

Maximus was born in Constantinople
around 580. His education, talent and
virtuous life gained him the position of
first secretary and advisor to the
Emperor Heraclius. His theological
convictions led Maximus to resign from
this prestigious position however, as he
could not accept the doctrine of
Monothelitism (the Greek word
“thelema” means “will”), which held that
in the incarnate Lord, Jesus, there was
only one divine will.

In our days of relativism it seems
strange that there should have been a
controversy about this. The Christian
East, however, was at the forefront of
debate over the question Jesus put to
His Disciples: *Who do you say I am?”
(Matthew 16:15). The First Ecumenical
Council held in Nicea in 325 gave the
decisive response that our Lord is fully
human and and, at the same time: “true
God of true God”. The Fourth, held in
Chalcedon in 451, confirmed this,
proclaiming that in our Lord are two
natures, the divine and the human,
“without confusion, change, division, or
separation”.

Because it seemed to many that this
proclamation dishonoured the Lord’s
divinity, a compromise was sought. In
638, Emperor Heraclius and Patriarch
Sergius of Constantinople issued an
Edict that everyone must accept that, in
the Lord, there is but one will in the two
natures. This was seen as a way of
pacifying those who insisted on
confessing one divine-human nature in
Jesus.

Maximus, however, was convinced that
to say that there is but one will in Christ
was the same as saying that He is not
truly human, and that His divinity
overpowers or swallows up His
humanity. And if that is the case, then
there is no true Incarnation and the
division between God and His human




Woro nioacbKicTb. A AKLWO Tak, TO HEMAE
CrpaBXHbOro BOroBTiNeHHSs, | po3aineHHs
nomixx Borom i Moro nioacbkumMu AiTbMu,
WO HaCTynuno BHaCcNigoK IXHbOro
rpixonagiHHs, 3aJMwWaETbCcs B cuni. Hebo i
3eMn4a gani posgisiieHi, a He NoEAHaHI B
AnTtatkosi BipnieeMcbkoMmy.

OTOXX MakcmMM NOKMHYB CBill NOCT i CTaB
MOHaXOM Yy MOHacCTUpi XpnuconosibCbKOMY B
CkyTepax (cborogHi ue Yckypap y
TypeuuunHi). MoTiM BiH HaMaraecsl 3HaWTK
NPUTYNOK Yy 3axigHin yactuHi IMmnepii, Tomy
wo MNaTpigpxaT PUMCbKkui piwyde
Biakmaas MoHoTeniTcTBo. A No A0po3i BiH
nponosiagyBaB MPOTK UI€i Epeci B NiBHIYHIN
Adpuui Ta B KpuTi.

Makcum nosepHyBca A0 KoHCTaHTMHONONS
AeKinbKa pokiB Ni3Hiwe, wob nposectu
NpUAKDAHUA ANCNYT 3 HOBUM [lMaTpiapxoM
Mipom. BHacnigok Toro Mip npniiHaB
npasoC/iaBHe HaB4YaHH4. Ta crnpasa TUM
He piwnnack 60 X HOBUK iMNepaTop
KoHcTtaHT II, gani ctosas npw pilleHHI0
WBWAKO 3aKpUTU KOHMDMIKT BMAaYeto
eNKTY, pa3oM 3 HacTynHuM llaTpiapxom,
MasnomM, 3abopoHsaOUM gani AUCKyTyBaTH
Hag TUM, 4Yn B XpUCTi ogHa uu ABi BONI.
SKkwo 6 uen eankT 6yB ycniwHMM, To 6yna
6 ue nepemora pensTMBi3My, MOBASIB LS
cnpaBa - He BaxJmBa. Bipymn, ak xouew,
a TiNlbKW MOBYM MNpoO LeE.

Ta CsB. MakcuM 3HOBY 3BepHYBCSH A0
Pumcbkoi Llepksu, go Nann MapTuHa,
nepernsHyT™ ue nutaHHa Ha Cobopi.
NatepaHcbknii Cobop, wo Biabyscsa B 649
p., 3 y4aCHUKaMu-npeacTraBHMKamm Ta
enuckonamu Big 3axoay i Cxoay, piwydye
3acyans MoHoTeniTcTeo. 3a ue Imnepatop
BMAAB Haka3 apewTyBaTu i CB. MapTuHa i
CB. Makcuma. CB. MapTuHa 3acyannum 6es3
nepecnyxaHHs asne BiH NoMep nepeg TuM,
SIK MOrniM noro 3abpatm Ao
KoHCcTaHTUHOMNOMA 3yCTpiTK CBOK A010. A
656 p., y TiopMi B KOHCTaHTMHONONI,
Bigpizanu a3uk CB. Makcumy, wWob BiH He
Mir 6inblle nponoBsiayBaTH, i NpaBy pykKy,
wob He Mir nucaTu.

Cs. Makcum CnoBigHWK noMep 3 poku

children, brought about by their sin,
remains in place. Heaven and earth
remain separate instead of being united
in the Babe of Bethlehem.

So Maximus resigned from his post and
became a monk in the Chrysopolis
monastery in Scutari (now Uskudar in
Turkey). He then sought refuge in the
western part of the Empire, since the
Patriarchate of Rome had taken a
decisive position against Monothelitism.
Along the way he preached against this
heresy in North Africa and Crete.

Maximus returned to Constantinople
some years later to hold a public debate
with the new Patriarch, Pyrrhus. As a
result Pyrrhus accepted the Orthodox
teaching. The matter did not end there
as the new Emperor, Constans II, was
still determined to put a quick end to the
controversy. He did so by issuing an
edict, together with the next Patriarch,
Paul, forbidding further discussion of one
or two wills in Christ. This would have
been a victory for relativism, implying as
it did that the matter was not important.

St. Maximus once more turned to the
Church of Rome, to Pope Martin, to
examine the question at a Council. The
Lateran Council, held in 649, attended
by bishops and representatives from the
West and the East, decisively
condemned Monothelitism. As a result
the Emperor had both St. Martin and St.
Maximus arrested. St. Martin was
condemned without a trial and died
before he could be sent to
Constantinople. In 656 St. Maximus’
tongue was cut out in a prison in
Constantinople so he could no longer
preach, and his right hand was chopped
off so he could no longer write.

He died three years later and miracles
began to take place at his grave in
Skemarum in Scythia. He was canonized
soon after, leaving a legacy of writings
firmly teaching the real Incarnation of
the Lord, by which humans may, by co-
operating with His grace, attain to the




nisHiwe i ctann BigdbyeaTmncsa uyaa npu
moro moruni B Ckemapymi B Ckutii. Ckopo
no UbOMY, MOro NpPOCNaBuAM B NINKY
CBATMX. 3annwme BiH CNagoK NMUcaHb 3
pillYy4YnMM HaBYaHHSM NPO iCTUHHE
boroBTineHHsa Nocnoaa, akuMm nau,
cnisaitoun 3 Moro bnarogaTtTio, MOXYTb
OCSArHYTU BAOCKOHAasIeHHS B 060XHEHHI0,
AJ1S1 YOr0 MU N CTBOPEHI.

Benuki Bunteni Ce. CumeoH HoBuit
Borocnos Tta CB. Npuropin MNManama
NpoAOBXYBanan Npauko Lboro BeJMKoro
Buutensa ta CnoBiaHuka. Hexan Monunteu
Cs. MakcuMa yTBepAXYHTb i Hac y Bipi
MpasocnasBHin, wWob i Mn mornm
HacnigysaTn NOro Npuknag TepnenmBocCTi
B CTpaXkaaHHo, K i nobosi oo Nocrnoaa Ta
[0 TUX, AKi HAC nepecnigyTb. AMiHb.

perfection for which they are created.

The great Teachers, St. Simeon the New
Theologian and St. Gregory Palamas
continued the work of this great Teacher
and Confessor. May his prayers confirm
us in the Orthodox Faith so that we may
follow his example of suffering and
unyielding love of the Lord - as well as
of those who persecute us. Amen.
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