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«IMnepaTop i iMnepisa po3nanaucs Ha
Hiwo,/ a MaMmaHT LapcTBYE i Tenep 3
Xpuctom>» (3 Cnasocsios’ss CB.
MyyeHnky MamaHTy CB. Hukonas
BeniMmipoBiua)

Ha 15-ro BepecHs 3a
rpuropiaHcbknm kaneHgapem (ue 2-ro
BEepeCHs 3a 10/1iaHCbKNUM) MU CBATKYEMO
nam'aTb wWe ogHoro CBATOro, ikumn
APY>XWB 3 TBApMHaMM, Aalo4n LM
npobnauck Pato, kMM BiH ByB i AKnM
konucb 6ype. Lle CB. MyyeHuK MamaHT,
SAKOFO MOMWHAEMO pa3oM 3 MOro
6atbkaMn MyuyeHukamm Geof0TOM i
PyduHoto. desaki gxepena nogatTb i CB.
AMMIito, Npo sIKy po3MnoBiMO He3abapoM.

MaMaHT HapoAMBCSA B TOPMi B
MicTi F'aHrpi (CbOroAHI Ha3MBaETLCS
KaHkipi) B MadnaroHii Ha niBAeHHOMY

The emperor and the empire
collapsed to nothing, /While Mamas
reigns, even now, with Christ” (from
the Hymn of Praise to the Holy Martyr
Mamas by St. Nikolai Velimirovic)

On September 15 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is September 2 on the
Julian) we celebrate the memory of
another Saint who befriend beasts, giving
us a glimpse of Paradise as it was and as
it shall be. It is St. Mamas the Martyr
whom we commemorate together with his
parents the Martyrs Theodotus and
Rufina. Some sources add St. Ammia,
about whom we shall speak shortly.

Mamas was born in prison in the
city of Gangra (today Cankiri) in
Paphlagonia, on the south shore of the
Black Sea. (Gangra is renowned for a
Church Council held there in the middle of
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6epesi YopHoro Mops. (FaHrpa Bigoma
yepes LlepkoBHuii Cobop, wo Bigbyscs
TaM B MONIOBUHI 4-r0 BiKYy, iKW 3acyauB
KpaWHili ackeTusMm, Lo 3HeBaXxas
CYnpyxxsl i Bumarae 6e3witobHiCcTb
CesLeHukiB). Moro 6atbkis ®eoaoTa i
PydunHy 6ynn nocagkeHi y B'a3HULIO 3@
IXHIO BipHICTb XpUCTOBI. rents,
Theodotus and Rufina, had been
imprisoned for their adherence to Christ.
deonoT noboroBaBCH, L0 BiH MOXe
3peKkTnca Xpucrta nig Toptypamu i
MonunBecs, wob noro 3abpas Nocnoab 3i
CBIiTY A0 TOro 4acy, Konm my4durteni
PO3MOYHYTb CBOE Aino. Moro Monntey
nouys Nocnoab. ®eoao0T YNOKOIBCS B
TIOPMi a 110ro Apy>XuHa yrokoinacs
CKOpO Mo LbOMY, HapOAUBLUMK
nepeaYacHoO CBOro CMHa, IKOro BOHa
nopyuuna boxin oniui.

Lio MonnTeBy TakoX BUCNyXaBs
Focnoab. 3aMoXxHa BAOBA XPUCTUSAHKA,
WO Ha3mBanacs AMMig 3apsaguna
NOXOpoH 6aTbKiB i BCUHOBWAA CUMHA Ta
BMXOBYBana nmoro HeHaue 6 6yB BiH
piaHuUM. [eski axepena po3nosigatoThb,
O caMe noro iM’a noxoauao 3 Toro, wo
BiH Ha3BaB il «Mama» no AOBrii
6e3MoBHOCTI.

MaMaHT CcTaB yCnilWHUM
NponoBiAHNMKOM XpUCTa NOMiX CBOIMMU
oAHoniTKkamm i baratbox iX HaBEPHYB A0
Bipu. Lle npnBepHyn0 Ha HbOro
HenpuUXunbHy yBary 3 60Ky PUMCbKOI
Bnaaun. IMnepaTtop ABpenisiH po3rnoyas
AeB’ATe rOHIHHA XpUCTUSH i 15-piyHoro
MaMoOHTa HapewTi NpMBeNu 40 HbOrro Ha
agonutn. Konu BiH Hanonernmeo
npornosigayeas Bipy B XpucTta, MamMaHTa
nepegann Mmyuutenam. BiH BpATyBaBscs
Bii HAMaraHHs BTONWUTKM 1AOrO 3a
Jornomoroto AHrena, skuii nosenis Momy
XXUTW Ha ropi B Kecapii B Kannagokii
HenoAanik Big Moro piagHoi 3emi.

Migyac uboro ackeTu4Horo
noasury bor naBs MaMaHTy Aap ApPYXUTH
3 TBapvHaMu. loro KopMunm avki Kosu
(iM's toro pigHoro micta «laHrpa»
O3Ha4a€e «Ko3a» Ha nadaroHCbKin MoBi)

4" century which condemned the extreme
asceticism which held marriage in
contempt and demanded celibacy of
priests). His parents, Theodotus and
Rufina, had been imprisoned for their
adherence to Christ. Theodotus, fearful of
the possibility of denying the Lord under
torture, prayed that he might be taken
from the earth before the torturers began
their work. His prayer was heard.
Theodotus died in prison and his wife,
Rufina, reposed shortly after, having
given birth prematurely to her son, whom
she entrusted to God'’s care.

This prayer, too, was heard. A
wealthy Christian widow named Ammia
arranged the burial of the bodies of the
parents and adopted the son, raising him
as though he were her own. Some
sources say that his very name was a
result of his calling her *“Mama” after a
long time of not speaking at all.

Mamas became an effective
proclaimer of Christ among his peers and
won many of them to the Faith. This drew
unfavourable attention to him on the part
of the Roman authorities. Emperor
Aurelian had instituted the ninth
persecution of Christians and 15-year-old
Mamas was eventually brought before
him for questioning. When he persisted in
proclaiming faith in Christ, Mamas was
subjected to torture. He escaped the
attempt to drown him with the help of an
Angel who bade him live on a mountain in
Caesarea in Cappadocia (not far from his
native soil).

It was during this ascetic
endeavour that Mamas acquired the gift
of befriending the animals. He was
nourished by the milk of wild goats (the
name of his native city of Gangra means
goat in the Paphlagonian tongue) and
deer. He would make cheese from this
milk and give it to the poor.

The persecution of Christians was
ongoing. Soon a detachment of soldiers
came looking for him. They did not
recognize him in the simple shepherd who




M oneHi. BiH pobuB cMp 3 LbOro MOJIOKaA i
[aBaB 1ioro B6orunm.

Ta roHiHHA XpUCTUSAH
npogosxXyBanocb. Hezabapom npubys
3ariH BOSIKiB, AKi WyKanu noro. BoHu He
ni3HaaM Noro B NMPOCTOMY NACTyXOBi,
KU NPUBITAaBCSA 3 HAMMK | 3aNpPOCKB iX
HanuTucsa Mmonoka. [lobpe 3Hatouu, Wwo
Le gosese [0 apewTy, MaMaHT ckasas iM
CBOE iM'sl i cNOBICTMB, WO BiH CKOPO
npubyae oo Hux y Kecapito.

BoskM yekann Ha HbOro KOsu BiH
nosiBuecs. KaxyTb, wo MamMaHT npuixas
Ha nesi. Y Kinpi, ae 1oro ocobnunseo
CBATKYIOTb pPO3MN0BiAb Npo fieBa Aewo
BiAMiHHA. TaM KaxyTb, WO MamaHTa
npueenn 40 BAagn TOMY LWO BiH He
naaTMe NoAaTKKM i NO Aopo3i BiH Nnobayuns
nesa, KW Hanazas Ha oBeuky. BiH
BiApa3y nigKopuB NOro, BpATyBaB
OBeuYKYy, CiB Ha /1eBa i HUM Npuixas y
MicTo. OTOX TaM MOro 3BiNbHWANU BiA
060B'A3KYy NAaTUTM NOAATOK i BiH
nosapuve OBeYKY Cyani.

IkoHa MaMaHTa, WO TpUMaE OBeYKY i ige
Ha nesi AoBoONi NowuvpeHa. BoHa MabyTb
Ma€ N CMMBOAIYHE 3HaA4iHHS. JleB -
AaBHi cumBon Xpucta (0O6'aBneHHs 5:5)
i KOXHWIA, XTO Hacnigye Woro
3anpouweHnin nobauntn cebe oBeukoto,
siKy Bunacae obpwii MNacTtump.

MepenaHHa Kaxe, wWo nicng
nepeHeceHHs TOPTYp MO0 KNHYNn
OVKUM 3BipaM, SKi He Yinanu rnoro, a Toai
MamaHTa npobunum cNnMcom 3 TpboMa
3ybamu B p. 275. NopaHeHun, BiH Jonis
[0 Manoi neyepi i TaM bory Bignas ayxa.
MoHacTup y Mopdy (lo3entopT) Ha Kinpi
HOCWUTb MOro iM's s i 4o oro rpobHUL
BiAbyBalTb YPOUMCTi NasioOMHMLTBA.
Woro Ay>Xe WaHYTb TakoX B IcnaHii Ta
B ITanii, ak i B peuii Ta JliBaHi. He
MEHLKWN cBiTou, ik cam CB. Bacunin
Benukuit BUronocus nponosigb y Moro
YecTb Y 4-My CTONITTI.

Mu TakoX MOXxeMo 3406yTu
HaTXHEHHSI CNOMWUHOM MPO MPOBUAIHHS

greeted them and invited them in for a
drink of milk. Knowing well that this
would lead to his arrest, Mamas told them
his name and said that he would soon join
them in Caesarea.

The soldiers were waiting for him
as he arrived. It is said that Mamas came
riding upon a lion. In Cyprus, where he is
held in particularly great esteem, the
story with the lion varies somewhat.
There it is said that as Mamas was being
taken to see the authorities for not paying
taxes, he saw a lion attacking a lamb. He
immediately subdued it, saved the lamb,
mounted the lion and rode it into the city.
He was therefore exonerated from paying
taxes and he gave the lamb as a gift to
the judge.

The Icon of St. Mamas holding a
lamb and seated upon a lion is quite
popular. There may be a symbolic
meaning to it as well. The lion is an early
symbol of Christ (Revelation 5:5) and
each of His followers are invited to see
themselves as lambs pastured by the
Good Shepherd.

Tradition says that after enduring
tortures and being thrown to wild beasts
in the arena - who would not attack him
- Mamas died from being stabbed by a
three-pronged spear in 275. Thus
wounded he crawled to a small cave and
there commended his spirit to God. The
Monastery of Morphou (Guzelyurt) in
Cyprus bears his name and his tomb
there is the focus of solemn pilgrimage.
He is also greatly honoured in Spain and
Italy as well as in Greece and Lebanon.
No less a luminary than St. Basil the
Great preached a sermon in his honour in
the 4 century.

We, too, may be edified by
recalling the providence and answers to
prayer shown by the life and work of St.
Mamas. As also by the vision of
restoration of friendship between people
and animals as a sign of the Messianic
Kingdom (Isaiah 11:6) manifest in his life.
May we be inspired to pray and labour for




Ta Biagnosigi Ha Monutey, aknx 6aummo B | the growth of this Kingdom within us and
XUTTi Ta gigHHo CB. MamaHTa. A Takox all around us - here and now.

06pa3oM BiAHOBJIEHHS APYXXHOCTI MiX
naAbMK Ta 3BipaMun, sk npoobpas
LlapctBa Mecii (Icai 11:6), wo 6a4nMo B
MoHo xunTTi. Hexait i MM cTaHeMO HaBisiHi
3aB34TTSM y MOMUTBI Ta Tpyaax ans
nowKnpeHHs uboro Llapctea — y Hac Ta
AOBKPYIn Hac




