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«BiH — ficHO cAo4a 3ipka B LiepkBi»
(KoHpak)

Ha 5-ro 6epesHs 3a [MpuropiaHCbLKNM
kaneHgapem (To6to 20-ro 6epesHs 3a
tOniaHCLKMM) MU CBATKYEMO NaM'aATb
MpaBocnasHoro CeATOro y AeHb NOro
ynokoeHHs B bo3i 789 p. Lle - CeAtutens
JleB, wo 6yB €nuckonom y Cvuunii y m.
KaTtaHii nig BynkaHiyHoto ropoto ETHow. A
Hapoamscs B TpasHi 709 p. i BUxoByBaBcS B
M. PaBeHHi B ITanii. Jles 6yB Bigomui 3a
CBOIO NackaBiCTb Ta LWeapictb. layyn 3a
npuknagom Benwvkoro Jo6poro MNactups BiH
NposiBNSAB BENUKY Nt06OB 40 Yy>KUHLIB Ta
B6orux. [ocnogb AaB oMy gap TBOPUTU
yyga Ta cuinoBaTy Ntogen 3 pisHUxX Heayr.

Topai konn XpUCTUAHCHKI
AywnacTtupi Ha Cxogi 6oponuck 3a
yTBEpPLXXEHHS Bipy B borosTineHHs
noseptatoum lkoHn oo Liepkos, ayLunactupi
Ha 3axoAi Mycinu amaratucs npoTu

"He is a brightly shining star in the
Church” (Kontakion)

On March 5 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is February 20 on the
Julian) we celebrate the memory of an
Orthodox Saint of Sicily on the day of his
repose in the Lord in 789. It is St. Leo who
was Bishop of Catania beneath the
volcanic Mt. Etna. He was born in May of
709 and raised in Ravenna in Italy. Leo
was renowned for his kindness and
charity. Following the example of the
Great and Good Shepherd, He showed
great love for strangers and for the
poor. The Lord made him worthy of the
gifts of working miracles and healing
people of various illnesses.

While Christian Pastors in the East
were struggling for the confirmation of the
Incarnation by restoring Icons to God’s
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ANYHMLUTBA Ta YaKyHCTBA.

B yvaci Cg. JlbBa ennckoncTtea *us y
KaTaHii 4yapogain, sikuii HasnBascs Iniogop
(ue iM’1 03Hauae «gap CoHUNAY), KU
OVByBaB niogen danbUunBuMn Yygamu.
Konuck 6yB BiH XpUCTUAHOM arne noTiM
TaeMHo 3pikca Cnacutens i noBepHyBCa [0
OaBHIX 13MYHULBbKMX Tpaguuin. Cs.. Jles
YacTo HamaraBcs nepekoHaTu Iniogopa
nepecraTu 3BOANTU Ntogen CBOIMMU
HaBYaHHAMM Ta anbWMBUMKU Yygamu, a
HaTOMICTb NOBEPHYTUCA A0 MunocepaHoro
Bnagukn, Akoro 3pagxyBas, Ta MOro
3ycunng 6ynn mapHUMM.

OpHoro pasy Iniogop BigBaxxmBecs
3anTn B Xpam Toai konn €nnckon Jles
ovontoBae borocnyxiHHA. BiH noyas aiaTu
CBOI Yapw i CNoKyLlyBaTW BipHMX, TBOPSYN
MEeTYLHIO nigyac Bignpasu. bavauu, sik
noan CToATb y Noamsi 3 oKyciB Iniogopa,
Ce. JleB BMpiLLIMB, WO Yac HA CMUPEHHI
3aKNNKM NPOMUHYB.

BiH cnokinHo Biginwos Big
MpecTony, npue’ssas ceii Omodop
HaBKoso Wui Iniogopa i BUBIB 11Oro 3 Xpamy
Ha noagip’a. Tam 3apsams, LWOO
NPUroTOBUMNW BEMNUKE BOTHULLE i 3ananunm
noro. ToAi He BaratYnCb aHi TPOLLKM i
aepxauu Iniogopa yynko ceoim Omodopom
Bnaguka Jles ctynue y nonym’s. | ocb Tak
NocTosiNM BOHM B BOrHi. Ta CB. JlbBa
3axuwana Cuna boxa i BiH ocTaBcs Linum,
noaibHo gk 6yno 3 TppoMma No6OXKHUMM
KOHakamu B nevi, Npo SAKMX onucaHo B
Crapowmy 3asiti B 3-ii ronosi Knuru Cs.
Mpopoka Oannina. Ane Iniogop BusBmBCS
HeCcnpaeXHIM «4apoM COHLS» 60 X BOroHb
noro crnanus.

Lle yyno npuHecno Cs. JlbBy cnasy
LLie 332 Yac NOro 3eMHOro CIYXiHHSA. A Konwu
MpenopnobHui ynokoiscs 6nusbko 780-ro p.
TO XiHKa KpOBOTOYMBA, LLIO CTOANM Ging
Noro 4OMOBMHM yuinina.

Tino Ceatoro 3noxunu B Xpami Cs.
Myuenuui-Aisu Jlykii — uen Xpam BiH cam
6yB nocTpoiB. [Mi3Hiwe Noro moLui
nepeHecnu go Xpamy Cs. MapTuHa
MwunocepgHoro, €nunckona TypcbKoro.

Churches, the Pastors in the West had to
struggle against the persistence of
paganism and sorcery.

During St. Leo’s episcopacy, there
lived in Catania a sorcerer named
Heliodorus (the name means “gift of the
sun”), who amazed the people with false
miracles. He had been a Christian, but
later secretly renounced the Saviour and
returned to the old pagan ways. St. Leo
often strove to convince Heliodorus to
cease from leading people astray with his
teaching and false miracles and instead to
return to the Good Master he was
betraying, but his efforts were in vain.

Once, Heliodorus even dared to
enter the Church during the time that
Bishop Leo was presiding at Divine
Services. He used his sorcery and
tempted the faithful, creating a
disturbance so as to disrupt the
Service. Seeing the people in awe of
Heliodorus’ tricks, St. Leo decided that the
time for humble entreaties had passed.

He calmly left the Altar, and tying
his Omophorion around the sorcerer’s
neck, led him out of the Church and into
the courtyard. There he directed that a
bonfire be built and ignited. Not wavering
in the least, and holding Heliodorus fast
with his Omophorion, Bishop Leo boldly
walked into the flames. There they stood
in the fire. Protected by God’s power, St.
Leo remained unharmed as were the
Three Holy Youths in the furnace spoken
of in the Old Testament in the third
chapter of the Book of the Holy Prophet
Daniel. But Heliodorus proved to be no
true “gift of the sun” for he was consumed
by the flames.

This miracle brought St. Leo fame
during his lifetime. When the venerable
one reposed, a woman with an issue of
blood who was standing next to his coffin
received healing.

The Saint’s body was placed in the
Church of the Virgin-Martyr Lucy of
Syracuse, a Church he himself had




3a monuteu Ce. JlbBa, xopobporo,
sIK CpaBXHin nee., gan Nocnogu, woob i mu
BiABaXKHO i BiABEPTO roBOPUIN NpPo facky
"ocnoaHio i BigcTOOBaNu NonyM’ss CrokKyc y
uen vac lNocry.

established. Later, his relics were
translated to the church of St. Martin the
Merciful, Bishop of Tours.

Through the prayers of St. Leo,
bold as a lion, may we too boldly proclaim
the mercies of the Lord and withstand the
fiery flames of temptations during this time
of fasting.




