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“Always be with God, and your
Guardian Angel will be with you.”

January 19 (which is January 6 on the
Julian Calendar), the Feast of Theophany,
marks the 61st anniversary of the repose
of a Ukrainian saint of modern times, the
Venerable Lavrentiy of Chernihiv. During
my visit to Chernihiv in the summer of
2006 | had heard of this remarkable man
who kept the Faith as a Monk in the some
of the most difficult days that the people of
Ukraine have ever known. He is much
revered in this district of Ukraine which
has given the Church many Saints.

St. Lavrentiy was born Luka
Yevseviyevych Proskura, one of the
youngest of seven children, in the village
of Kyryls’ke in the oblast’ of Chernihiv.
Coincidentally, the surname of this Man of

«3aBxau nepebyBan 3 borom i TBin
AHren XopoHutenb 6yae 3 To6010.»

Ha 19-ro ciuHs (ue — 6-ro ciyHA 3a
toniaHCbLKMM Kanengapem), Ha CBaTo
boroaBneHHs, npunagae 61-wa piyHmus
YNOKOEHHS CYy4aCHOro YKpPaiHCbLKOro
Cesartoro, NpenogobHoro JlaBpeHTis
UepHiriBcbkoro. Konu s nposigas YepHiris
yniTky 2006 p. g 4yB NpO LbOro
Haa3BUYaNHOro YOJIOBIKa, KNI 3aXoBaB
BIpHICTb Bory, K MOHax y HanBaXx4nx
yacax, siKi konv Hebyab 3a3HaBaB Hapoa
Ykpainu. CB. JTaBpeHTI CUMNBbHO WaHYTb y
Lin YacTuHi Ykpainu, aka gana Liepksi
ynmano CeaTux.

Ce. JlaBpeHTiin, Konn HapoauBecs,
HasuBaBcs Jlyka €scesiesuy Npockypa.
ByB BiH M HarMonoALwnmMm 3 7-oX AiTen.
Lle 6yno B ceni Kupunbcbke B 0bnacTi
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the Church comes from the Ukrainian
word “proskurka”, from the Greek
“prosphora”, the Bread upon which the
Eucharist is celebrated and which is given
to the faithful after Divine Liturgy. Luka’s
father died when he was still quite young
and his mother was ill a good deal of the
time. It often fell upon young Luka to do
the work of both parents.

He loved to sing in Church and became
the choir director at an unusually young
age. After the repose of his mother he
fulfilled his dream of entering a
monastery, the Rykhla Monastery, at the
age of 23. His skills and zeal were noted
by the Archbishop of Chernihiv, Anthony,
who directed that he be transferred to the
Holy Trinity Monastery in Chernihiv. He
was ordained a Hieromonk (a monastic
Priest) in 1895. He was quite soon made
the Abbot of the Monastery.

Lavrenity served faithfully and joyfully. His
face radiated the quiet joy and love for
people which came from his life of prayer.
He had started to praying the Jesus
prayer even before becoming a Monk and
always recommended it to every one,
sometimes quite sternly.

The rule of the Bolsheviks brought severe
persecution to the Church. In 1930 the
Monastery was closed “for repairs” and Fr.
Lavrentiy found shelter within the home of
a member of the Church faithful. He
continued his life of prayer and stayed the
course until during the Second World War
when it again became possible to
organize monastic life. He then founded
two monasteries for women.

During the severe Communist persecution
he had been active in the catacomb
Church. In the 1940’s official Orthodox
Church life in Ukraine resumed under the
spiritual jurisdiction of Bishop Symon
(Ivanivs’kyy) of the autocephalous
Orthodox Church of Poland. Fr. Lavrentiy
immediately recognized his spiritual
authority. When the Communists returned,
they pressured the Church of Ukraine to
renounce this authority and return under

YepHiriscbkin. LlikaBo, WO npi3BuLLE LbOro
Myxa LlepkBu noxoanTb 3 YKpaiHCLKOro
CrnoBa «NpPOCKypKa» Lo NOXOAUTb Bia
cnoga rpeupbkoro «npocdopa». Lle — xni6,
Ha sikomy cnyxaTtb CB. €BXapuCTito, B NOTIiM
i po3gatoTb BipHMM no Ce. NiTyprii. baTbko
Jlykn nomep, konu BiH ByB Le ayxe
MONOAMM a Mama NOoro 4yacTo XBopina.
OToX He pa3 npunagano MonogeHbKomy
Jlyui BukoHyBaTh npauto o6ox 6aTbkis.

JTiobue BiH cniBaTu y Llepksi i cTas
AVNPUreHTOM XOpY Y Hag3BUYanHO
Monoaomy Biui. 1o YyNOKOEHHIO MaTepi BiH
CMNOBHWB CBOIO MPpIit0 CTaBLUM YeHuem y
PuxniBcbkoMy MOHacCTuMpi y Biui 23 niT.
Woro 3ai6HocTi Ta PEeBHICTb Npunanu Ao
yBaru Apxuenuckona YepHirosa, AHTOHIS, i
TOW Hakasae Npu3Ha4nTK noro go Cearto-
Tpoiubkoro MoHacTupa y YepHirosi.
Bucesitunu noro y caH lepomoHaxa y p.
1895. Ckopo no upbomy roro obpanm
IrymeHoM MoHacTups.

CnyxwuB [JaBpeHTii1 BipHO Ta pagicHo. Moro
obnuyysa caano TMXo pagicTio Ta NboB’to
Ao nogen. bkepenom ubomy 6yno roro
MOJSIMTOBHE XMUTTA. BiH no4YaB BUKOHYyBaTH
IcycoBy MonuTsy Lie nepes TMM, 9K CTaB
UeHuem i 3aBxau BCiM pekoMeHayBas Tl,
4acoM HaBiTb CTPOro.

Bnapa 6inbwosukiB npuHecna Llepksi
XopcToke nepecnigysaHHs. Y p. 1930
3akpunm MoHacTup «Ha PEMOHTY i O.
JlaBpeHTin 3HanLWoB NPUTYNOK Yy AOMi
BipHOT Llepksi. BiH npogoexyBaB
MOMUTOBHE XUTTH | BATPMMAaB yce [0 Yacy
[Apyroi cBiTOBOI BiliHW, KONW 3HOBY CTano
MOXIUBUM PO3BUBATU YEPHEYUE XKUTTH.
Topai BiH 3acHyBaB ABa MOHacCTUpI Ans
XKIHOK.

Y yaci roctporo nepecnigysaHHs Bipu
XpUCTOBOT KOMYHICTaMu 0. J1aBpeHTii
TpyauBCA y kKatakoMOHin Liepksi. Y 1940-umx
pokax xuTTa NpaBocnasHoi Liepken
BiLHOBUIIOCH Mig AYXOBHMM OYOSNEHHAM
€nuckona CumoHa (IBaHiBCbKOro) 3
aBToKepanbHoI NpaBocnasHoi Liepkeu B
MonbLwi. O. JlTaBpeHTii 3pa3y BM3HAB 1Oro
AYyXOBHUI NpoBig. Ta Konn KoMyHicTu
NOBEPHYNMCS, BOHW 3acTaBunu Liepksy B




the jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of
Moscow. Some, of course, chose to return
to the catacombs. The communities of the
former catacomb Church continue today
under the leadership of a number of
hierarchs, some of whom are in
communion with each other while
eschewing the Patriarchate whose leaders
they continue to regard with great
suspicion as being unrepentant of their
past collaboration with the militantly
atheistic state — and possible an all too
subservient to the current secular rulers.

Under Stalin the Church had been
formally re-instated but this certainly did
not mean the end of persecution. Instead
the refined persecution of the Church
having to become a servant of the state
was intensified. Fr. Lavrentiy saw all this
and his discourse and counsels became
very apocalyptic. He foretold the outward
restoration of the Church in all its
splendor, but warned that this would only
be so it could serve “the Antichrist”.

When Fr. Lavrentiy began to be quite ill,
he did not see this as a hardship for he
firmly believed that it was through tests
and tribulations that one could serve God
and fulfill his vocation. He reposed in the
Lord, as he had foretold, on the Feast of
Theophany. He had prepared a wooden
coffin for himself and after his repose
services were served over it for many
days. He had requested that his body be
interred in the cemetery with the rest of
the people. Instead it was interred in a
specially prepared place in the Monastery.

Fr. Lavrentiy was and continues to be
particularly venerated by the Orthodox of
the former catacomb Church. Nonetheless
he also found his place among those
canonized by the official Church in 1993.

Fr. Lavrentiy’s words cited above were
directed to a young man fearful of what
would become of him in the battles of the
Second World War. The man always
recalled those words and was fearless in
helping his comrades in the thick of battle.
He credits the Saint’s blessing as a chief

YKpaiHi BiOKMHYTU L0 OyXOBHY Briagy i
NoBEpPHYTUCS Mig LOPUCAUKLIO
Mockoscbkoro MNaTpispxaty. exTo,
3BMYaNHO, BUPILLMB NOBEPHYTUCS B
katakombu. Npomaam OyBLUOI KaTaKOMOHOI
LlepkBu gitoTb i 4O HUHI Nig NnpoBogOM
Pi3HMX iepapxiB, 3 AKNX AexTo nepebyBae B
conpu4acTio Mixx coboto, ane Bnagy
MockoBcbkoi [NaTpispxii He BU3HaOTb
yBaxkatouu, LLLO MOro NpoBigHMKK He
NnoKasincs 3a JOBri POKW BiPHOI cniBnpad,i 3
BOMOBHMYO 6E300XKHNM PEXMMOM — Ta
MOXe M 40 HUHI HAATO NOKOPSAETLCS
CBITCbKiln BNnagi.

3a Cranina LepkBy dpopmanbHO BBENU B
odpilinHe XNTTA Ta LUe ax Hisk He NPUHecno
KiHeub yTuckaM. Haenaku Llepkea nignana
nig cKnagHiwi yTUCKN TUM, WO 3acTaBnisanm
1T 6yt cnyroto pexunmy. O. JlaBpeHTin
GauuB Ue i horo po3aMoBM Ta nopaau
cTaBanu Wo pas Ginblle anokaninTUYHUMN.
BiH npeackasyBaB 30BHILLUHE BigHOBMEHHS
LlepkBu y BCii Benuui ane nepecrepiras,
Lo Ue ans Toro, wob cnyxuna
«AHTUXPUCTOBI».

Konwu o. JlaBpeHTin ctaB ayxe XBOpPITH BiH
He BBaXkaB Lie HelacTaMm, 60 X TBepao
BipMB, WO Yepe3 BMNpoboByBaHHSA Ta
TePniHHA NOAMHA MOXE KpaLle CryXutu
Borosi i BUNOBHATM CBOE NOKNMKAHHSA. BiH
ynokoiecs B boasi, sik i nposicTuB, Ha CBATO
BorosiBnenHs. Mpurotysas 6yB ans cebe
AepeB’siHy JOMOBWHY i Nicnsi Moro
YNOKOEHHSA cryxkunu Bignpasu Hag Heto
Bnpoaoex 6aratbox AHiB. BiH 6yB npocus,
LWO6 TifO MOro NOXOPOHWNKN Ha KNagoBULL,
pasoM 3 iHWKUMM ntogbMu. 3aMiCTb TOro
noro noxopoHunu y MoHactupi B MicLi
cneuianbHO NPUroTOBNEHOMY AN LbOro.

Cs. JlaBpeHTis 0cO6nMBO LWaHyBanu n
LLIAHYIOTb MpaBoOCNaBHi KONULIHBOT
kaTakombHoi Liepkeu. OgHak 3HanLWOoB BiH
CBOE MicLie | MK TUMK, KX NpOCcnaBuin B
xopi CeATMX odpiuinHa Llepksa B p. 1993.

CnoBa 0. JlaBpeHTis, AKMX LMTYI0 BULLLE,
Oynu 3BepHEHI A0 oHakKa, SKui
nobotoBaBcs, WO Morno 6 3 HUM cTaTUCA B
yaci 6uts [pyroi cBiTOBOI BiHW. Llen toHak
3aBXau npuragysas cobi Ui cnosa i




factor in his having survived the war.

The humble man of God, Fr. Lavrentiy,
would often weep as he prayed and spoke
of the hard times which the people would
endure and sighed at the thought of so
many souls in danger of perishing. We
pray that his tears and prayers might
continue to guide the Church to follow the
path of the Saviour Who came to us and
took the sins of the world upon Himself for
the salvation of all.

0e3cTpallHo - Ta 6e3 YLIKOAKEHHS -
Aonomaras CBOIM CMiB-BOsikam y OuTBax.
BiH yBaxas, L0 MOro LwacTs rorioBHO
npuxoguno 3 6rnarocnoseHHst CBATOro
OTus.

CmupeHHui Yonogik Boxun o. JlaBpeHTin
4acTo Nrakae, KON MOSIMBCS | TOBOPMB NPO
BaXKi Yacu, ski byayTb nepexunsaTtm
nogu,Ta 1 3itxas posaymyroun Hag
Hebe3nekoto nornbeni, Aka YatyBana Ha
Tak 6araTto gyw. Monmmocs, wob noro
Cnbo3un Ta cnosa MonuTeu gani nposagnnu
LlepkBy no ctexxkax Cnacutens, Axkui
NPUALLIOB A0 Hac i B3sB Ha Cebe rpixu cBiTy
33419 cnaciHHS BCiX.




