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St. John the Theologian
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«bparTa! Jlro6iMo ognH ogHoro!»

Ha 21 TpaBHSA 3a ['puUropisHCcbkum
KaneHgapem (ue — 8-ro 3a KOnisHCbKM)
MpaBocnasHa Llepkea cBATKye NamM’aTb
YntobneHoro YyeHuka Mlocnoga Haworo Icyca
Xpucta, Cs. IBaHa (1oro iM’s o3Havae «bor —
weapwn y bnarogari») borocnosa, Tomy Wwo
BNpoaoBxX 6aratbox pokiB Gyna Tpaguuis y uen
AeHb nposigyBaTtu 1oro rpié 6ina m. Edeca.
KaxyTb L0 rpib Len 3HaxoamBcs Ha Micui, Ae B
6-my cToniTTi nobyaysas BennyHuin Xpam Cs.
IBaHa Borocnosa CB. Imnepatop KOcTuHiaH (Ton,
Lo notim nobyayeas i cnasHun Cobop CB. Codii
B KoHcTaHTMHoNoni). CboroaHi pyiHm Lboro
Xpamy 3HaxogaTbcs B MicTeuky Cenyyk y
TypeyunHi. KaxyTb TeX LLLO KOXXHOIo POKY Ha Len
O€eHb BUXOOMB KONMUCH APiGHEHBbKMI NOPOLLOK i3
noro rpo0By i BipHi oro 3dvpanu i Bxxmeanu gns
YyOEeCHOro BUMIKyBaHHSA HEAYXXUX.

Hosuin 3asiT nuwwe, wo IsaH 6yB cMHOM
pubanku 3aBeges. Cs. Mukonan Benumiposiy y
noro XKutTii Ceatux n. H. MNMponor 3 Oxpigy kaxe,
o noro mama 6yna Canomis, goHeuka
MpaseaHoro Mocvna O6pyyHMKa, OXOPOHLA
Bboropoguui Ta Icyca. Takum ymHom IBaH ByB 6um
npubpaHum nnemiHHmMkom Focnoga i Mocnogb 6yB

"Brethren! Let us love one another."

On May 21 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is May 8 on the Julian) the Orthodox
Church commemorates the Beloved Disciple,
St. John (his name means “God is gracious”)
the Theologian because for many, many years
there was a tradition to visit his grave near
Ephesus on this day. It is said to be situated on
the site of St. John’s Basilica in the town of Sel-
cuk in Turkey. The Basilica was built by the
Holy Emperor Justinian in the 6th century. He
also built the magnificent Cathedral of Hagia
Sophia in Constantinople (today called Istan-
bul). Each year on this day a fine dust was said
to rise up from John’s tomb and the faithful
would collect it for it had miraculous healing
properties.

The New Testament writes that John
was the son of Zebedee the fisherman. St.
Nicholas Velimirovic adds in his Prologue from
Ochrid that his mother was Salome, the daugh-
ter of Joseph, the Betrothed to the Theotokos.
This would make John an adopted nephew of
our Lord. Thus Jesus would have had warm
family relations with him even before He em-
barked on His Messianic mission and called
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Ou1 maB 6nmn3bKi POOWHHI BIZHOCUHUN 3 HUM LLE
nepen MM, sik poarnovaB CBOE CNyXiHHS, AK
Mecisi, konu Bxe noknukas 6yB noro 6yt ogHUM
3

[BaHaguaTbOX, SKi NOCTiHO NpobyBanu 3
Hum, a noTim yTBepaunm AnocTtonscbky Liepksy
CBOIMM AinamMu Ta crnoBamMu.

Konwu Tinbku Mocnoab noknukas noro, IBaH
Big pasy nonpoLluascs 3 6aTbkom Ta
pnbanbCbKnMn CitaMuK, | pasom 3 6paTtom AkoBoM
niwos 3a XpuctoM. Big uiei nopn ax Ao KiHus
MocnogHbLOro 3eMHoro crnyiHHa CB. IBaH Hikonu
He nokuaae Voro. BiH pazom 3 MNeTpom Ta
AkoBom OyB NMpu BOCKPECIHHIO go4KM Aipa, a
Takox npu NpeobpaxeHHto MocnogHbomy. BiH
CXUITMB CBOIO rOfoBY Ha rpyam Icyca, Konv BoHU
nexanu, 3a 104encbKNM 3BUY4aEM, HaBKOMO
crona, konu Nocnogb nepeq Ceoim
CTpaxgaHHsM BcTaHoBMB TalHy Beyepto, Yepes
AKY MW 0O HUHI cnoXmnsaemo 3 Tpanesu
NocnogHboi (Ce. MpuyacTio) y LlapcTei, sike Bxe
NOMIXX Hac, | AKe e Mae NpUNTK.

Konu Bci YueHukun noknHynu Mocnoga y
Woro CTpacTsix, To |BaH Hikonu He Bigxoavs Bia
Hboro, a ctosiB pasom 3 Martip’to Woro nig
XpecTtoM. Y nocnylwHocTi o Focnoga, BiH cTaB
cuHom ang MNpevncToi, Noro ABOKPIAHOT CecTpu,
i NMMNBHO cnyXuB i obepiras 1i ax Ao i1 YCneHHS.
Micnsa ii YCneHHs BiH, pa3oM 3i CBOIM YYHEM
Mpoxopom, nponosigysas €BaHrenito B Manin
Agii. NMpautoBas i 1B BiH nepeBaxxHO B M. Edbeci.

HaTtxHeHHa nponosigb i yyga Ce. IBaHa
npusenun 6arateox Ao XpucTta i noTpacnm
A3MYHULTBO A0 caMoro kopeHs. CepauTi
A3NYHUKM 3B’A3anu noro i nocnanu o Pumy
cTatu Ha cya nepeq imnepatopom [JomiuisiHom,
KU Big4aB MOro Ha Myku Ta BudyBaHHA. Ta aHi
oTpyTa, AKY NPUMYCUIN NOro NUTW, aHi KUMy4umn
eneu, B AKMA KUHYNU NOro, He NOLLKOAWMN
IBaHOBI. [lepensikaHun imnepaTop yBaxas, L0
BiH — 6€3CMepTHMI | BUCNaB MOro Ha OCTpiB
MaTmMoc Ha goXxMBOTHe 3acnaHHs. CB. IBaH i Tam
NPOAOBXYBaB anoCTOSbCbKY Npawto i NpuBIB
OaraTtbox Ao focnoaa. A Lo HaronoBHille Tam
BiH HanucaB CBOK €BaHrenito (4epes sky n
Haganu nomy Hassy «borocnos», 60 i 4yMKu
Taki rMnboki Ta BeNWYHI), cBoi NocnaHHAa Ta
TaemHun4y Knury OTKpoBiHHS. MOXHa AOHWHI
BigBigaTn NMevepy OTKPOBEHHSA HA OCTPOBI

John to be among the Twelve who were with
Him continually, and upon whose preaching
and work the Apostolic Church was built.

Called by the Lord Jesus, John immedi-
ately left his father and his fishermen's nets
and, with his brother, James, followed Christ.
From then on, he never separated from his
Lord until the end of His earthly mission. He
was present, together with Peter and James, at
the raising of Jairus' daughter and the Lord’s
Transfiguration. He inclined his head on Jesus'
breast as they lay around the table in Middle-
Eastern fashion at the Mystical Supper before
the Lord’s Passion, during which He instituted
the Holy Eucharist, by which we partake of the
Lord’s Table in the Kingdom which is already
here and yet also to come.

When all the other Disciples abandoned
the Lord in His Passion, John never departed
from Him. Together with the Lord’s Mother he
remained beneath the Cross. In obedience to
the Lord, he became a son to the Holy Virgin
Mary, his cousin, and carefully served and
watched over her until her Dormition. After her
Dormition, John took his disciple Prochorus to
preach the Gospel in Asia Minor. He lived and
laboured mostly in Ephesus.

John’s inspired preaching and miracles
brought a great many to Christianity and shook
paganism to its foundations. The angry pagans
bound him and sent him to Rome, to face Em-
peror Domitian who had him tortured and
flogged. However neither the poison he was
forced to drink, nor the boiling oil into which he
was thrown, did any harm to John. The terrified
emperor thought him to be immortal and exiled
him to the island of Patmos. St. John continued
his apostolic work there, bringing many to the
Lord, and, what is of supreme importance,
wrote his Gospel, Letters and the mystical Book
of Revelation on this island. It is possible to
visit the Cave of the Apocalypse (from the
Greek word for Revelation) on the Island of
Patmos to this day. It is situated in a Church.

When the Emperor Nero freed all pris-
oners, John returned to Ephesus, where he
lived for some time, confirming the work he had
begun earlier. He is said to have been more
than one hundred years old when he left this




MaTtmoc. 3HaxoanTbCsi BOHa B Xpami.

IMnepaTop HepoH, Konu NPMUMLLIOB Ha
TPOH MNO3BiNbHIOBaB B'A3HIB i |IBaH NoBepHYBCS A0
Edecy, oe npoxue wwe 6arato pokis
yTBEPOKYOUM Npauto, Ky po3noyas byB paHile.
KaxyTb L0 Biginwos BiH go Nocnoaa, konu 6yno
nomy x noHag 100 pokis. byB BxXe BiH Taknm
HEMIYHUM, Lo Noro Ao Xpamy Mycinu HecTtu. A
BiH NOCTINHO NOBTOPHOBAB OLI0 NPOMOBIAb:
«BpatTa nobimo oamH ogHoro!» Lis Tema
NOCTINHO MNOBTOPKETLCA | B MOr0 NMUCAHHSAX.

OpHoro gHs IBaH NonpocmB CBOIX Y4YHIB
NMoHecTu noro 3a mictom Ecbecom i Tam Bukonatu
Ans Hboro rpi6 y dopmi Xpecra. Togi BiH nir y
HbOMY i MONPOCKB CBOIX YYHIB HAKpPUTK NOTO
3emneto. Y4Hi nouinysasnu cBoro nwoboro
Yuntens 3i cnbo3amum B 04ax ane He XoTinum 6yTu
nomy HenocnywHumun. MNMokpunu noro nuue
NMONOTHOM a NOoTiM Hakuganu 3emnto. Ta konu
iHLI YYHi noro noTiM npubynu i XoTinu we
nobauntn nuue nodoro Anocrona To, BiAKPMBLUN
rpi6 3Hanwnum ioro nopoxHum! Tomy Oexb Moro
YNOKOEHHS YacoM Ha3uBatoTb [JHEM Moro
lNepeceneHHs 3 3emni Ha Hebo.

3a Monuteu 11 3actynHuuTBo CB. IBaHa
Borocnosa nownu n Ham, Mocnogwn, 340poB’s
Aywi 1 Tina i gan Ham ndutn ogHe OOHOrO Tak,
aK yume Tu, Focnoawm JlioGo.w, i ginom i cnosom,
AKi HaBiKM BUNIIMBAIOTb 3 XXUTTH | cnosBa TBOro
YnobneHoro Y4yHs, IBaHa Borocnosa, aincHoro
CroBna Teoei Cearoi Llepkeu.

world to be with the Lord. At that time he was
already so infirm that he had to be carried to
Church. Over and over he exhorted the broth-
ers and sisters he had brought to the way of the
Lord saying: “Brethren! Let us love one anoth-
er”. This theme is also continually repeated in
his writings.

One day John asked his disciples to
take him beyond the city limits of Ephesus with
the families of his disciples. He bade them dig a
cross-shaped grave for him. Then he lay down
in it and asked his disciples to cover him over
with the soil. The disciples tearfully kissed their
beloved teacher. Not wishing to be disobedient
to him, they did as he asked them. Covering the
face of the Saint with a cloth they filled in the
grave. Other disciples of St John came later to
the place of his burial and when they opened
the grave, they found it empty. Thus the day of
his repose is sometimes called the day of his
Translation to Heaven.

Through his prayers and intercessions,
o Lord, may we find healing for our souls and
bodies and learn how to love one another as
You, the Lord of Love, taught by Your words
and deeds, which continue to forever flow from
the life and words of Your Beloved Disciple,
John the Theologian, a true Pillar of Your Holy
Church.




