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CsBaTnin IBaH HoBoMyueHuk
Cy4yaBCbKUM

St. John the New Martyr of
Suchava

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kyram

kutash@unicorne.org

«3anoBHUB TU XUTTS CBOE A06pUMM Ainamu,
MWUJTOCTUHAIMM Ta LWMPUMU MOJIUTBAMMU..»

Ha 15-ro 4yepBHsA 3a ['puropissHCbKNM
KaneHgapem (Bignosigae ue 2-ro YepBHA 3a
FOnisHCbKUM) yKpaiHUui, 30Kpema Ti Lo NoxoaaTb
3 BykoBVHM CBATKYIOTb NamM’aTb GaraToro Kynus
3 TpanesyHaa (CbOrogHi ue TypeLbke MiCTO
Tpab3oH) Ha 6epesi YopHoro Mops.

IBaHa 6ynu 6 gasHo 3abynu, sik 61 He
cTtanacs nogis, siky moxe 0ynu 6 Togi BBaxxanm
HellacHMM BMnNagkoMm. IBaH 6yB NOBGOXHMM
npaBoCcraBHUM XPUCTUSAHOM, SKUA Mir
3axuLiaTti CBOI Bipy PO3YMHO i kpacmBo. [esiki
axepena KaxyTb, LLO MOro HaBiTb 6yB
NPU3Ha4YMB Bi3aHTINCbKMI iMnepaTop ByTn CBOIM
npegcraBHmMkoM Ha Cobopi driopeHTincbLkoMy
(1439 p.), Ak 6e3ycnilHO CTapaBCcs 3aroiTu
nogin nomix Lilepksamn Cxogy i 3axony. OgHoro
pasy BiH MaB gekinbka po3MoB Mpo Bipy 3
apyrmm Kynuem 3 BeHelii no goposi 4o micrta,
Lo cborodHi 3BeTbeca binropoa [HICTPOBCHKUIA.

“You filled your life with good works, charity
and fervent prayers...”

On June 15 on the Gregorian calendar
(which is June 2 on the Julian) Ukrainians,
especially those hailing from the south-western
province of Bukovyna, celebrate the memory of a
wealthy merchant from Trebizond (today the
Turkish city of Trabzon) along the shores of the
Black Sea.

John would have been forgotten long ago
except for an event which, at the time, would
have been seen as a stroke of bad luck. John
was a pious Orthodox Christian who could
defend his faith with eloquence and intelligence.
Some sources say that he was even appointed
by the Byzantine Emperor to be his
representative at the Council of Florence (1439),
which sought -unsuccessfully - to heal the rift
between the Churches of East and West. On one
occasion he got into a number of discussions
with a fellow merchant from Venice on a trip to
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AK BUAHO, O Lier YonoBik 00iguBCcs Ha HbOTO.
BiH BMpiLIMB NnOMCTUTUCS NepenasLUn
Moronocky, Lo |BaH roToBui NepenTn Ha Bipy
MycyrnbMaHCbKYy.

TaTtapcbkuin Boriogap Micta Nnokrvkas
IBaHa oo cebe i 3anuTaB Y BOHO OiNCHO TaK.
IBaH BBIYNMBO are piwy4o BiAMOBUBCSA MIHATK
CBOEI Bipu. Po3yapoBaHuii Boriogap HakasaB
Noro NobuTn, NOMy4YMTK a NOTIM NOBOJIOKTU
KiHbMuY no Bynuuamun micta. byno ue 1330 p.,
Konu IBaHoBi 6yno He Ginbwe 30 niT.
MpaBocnasHuin CBALWEHUK NOTiIM Nobauns
HoBoMy4eHuKa y cHi. IBaH nonpocue NpuUHecCTn
cBoe Tino B LiepkBy. Tam cnouymsanu CearTi
Mouui ax goku mongascbknii Boesoaa
Onekcangp bnaruii, no npoxaHHIo
MuTtpononuTa Mocvina, nepesia ix 4o ceoei
ctonuui Cy4yaBu Ha CesaTo Pi3gea IBaHa
MpenTeui 24-ro yepBHSA (7-ro NUMNHSA 3a
["puropiaHcbkomy kaneHgapi). Tyt Moxemo
3ayBaXXUTW CniBNagiHHsS iMeH Ta reponcbKnx
noasurie UMx nocnigosHukiB Xpucta [flocnoga.

Y 1685 p. Mouui Cs. IBaHa nepeHic
nonbcbkni koponb AH Cobecki oo Ctpusa B
YkpaiHi. NoTiMm nepeHecnu ix oo MoHacTupsi
BacuniaH y >KoBkBi — Tex y ManuumHi. A
AscTpilickkuin koponb Mocun |l noeepHys ix go
CyyaBu B 1783 p. MoHacTup, KM HOCUTb OTO
iM’a cTaB MicLem Benn4yesHux npouy y [1eHb
CBATKYBaHHSA MOro MyyeHuuTea (Tobto 2/15
yepsH4). Ocobnmeo GaraTto nogen npubyeano 3
BbykoBuMHN.

€ GaraTto napadin 3acHoBaHUNX
ByKOBUHLAMM, SKi HOCATb NOro iM’S. Mk HUMK
Mapadis C.. IBaHa Cy4aBcbkoro B JlswiH, gka
3HaxoamTbCAa B topucaumkuil Pociicekoi Liepksa
3a KopgoHamu Pocii, Ta sika € MaTipHbOLO
LlepkBoto Hawoi YkpaiHcbkoi [paBocnaBHol
Mpomaam Ca. HOpis Nepemoxus B JAwiH. Takox
€ CobopHa N'pomaga Cs. IBaHa Cy4yaBCbKOro B
BiHHinesi, ska 6yna yactTuHow YKparlHCbKOT
MpaBocnasHoi LlepkBu KOHCTAHTUHOMOMNBCHKOrO
MatpiapxaTy B lNiBHiYHIN AMepuui a Big 1995 p.
cTana ofHielo 3 BU3Ha4YHUX napadin B
YkpaiHcbkin MNpaBocnasHin Liepksi B KaHagi, sika
BCTaHoBMNa cnisnpuyacta 3 Natpiapxieto B
1990 p. >KiHoya opraHi3auia npu Tin napadii
HOCWUTb iM’A CraBHOI YKpaiHCbKOT MMCbMEHHUL
Onbrn KobunaHcbKoi, sika CBOro 4acy Hepas
Opana yyacTtb y npowiax go Cyyasu.

Lle myyeHuuyTtBo CB. IBaHa, a He 1oro
KPaCHOMOBHICTb Y4u ycniX y KoMepuii, Lo TpuMae

the city which today is Bilhorod Dnistrovs’kyy. It
seems the man was a sore loser. He sought
vengeance by spreading a rumour in the city that
John was ready to convert to Islam.

John was summoned by the Tatar ruler of
the city who asked if this were so. John
respectfully denied this. The disappointed ruler
had him beaten and tortured and finally dragged
through the city by horses. This happened in
1330. John was no more than 30 years of age.
An Orthodox priest in the city saw the New
Martyr in a dream. John asked him to bring his
body to the Church. There the Holy Relics
remained for many years until the Ruler
(Voievod) of Moldova Alexander the Good
(Alexandru cel Bun) at the request of
Metropolitan Joseph brought them to his capital
city of Suceava (this is the Moldovan spelling) on
the Feast of the Nativity of St. John the
Forerunner, June 24 (July 7 — Gregorian
Calendar), 1402. We may note the coincidence
of the names and the martyr’s heroism of both
these followers of Christ.

In 1685 the Relics of St. John were taken
by the Polish King Jan Sobieski to Stryy in
Ukraine. They were later transferred to the
Basilian Monastery in Zhovkva, also in
Halychyna. The Austrian Emperor Joseph |l
returned them to Suceava in 1783. The
Monastery that bears his name is the site of huge
pilgrimages on the day of commemorating his
martyrdom. Many people came from Bukovyna.

There are many Orthodox parishes
founded by Bukovynians which bear his name.
Among them is the Parish of St. John Suchavsky
in Lachine, Quebec, which is currently in the
jurisdiction of the Russian Orthodox Church
Outside of Russia, which is the mother Parish of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of St. George in
Lachine. There is also the Cathedral of St. John
Suchavsky in Winnipeg, which was part of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Patriarchate of
Constantinople in North America. Since 1995 it
has been a distinguished parish of theUkrainian
Orthodox Church of Canada, which established
communion with the Patriarchate in 1990. The
Ukrainian Women'’s Association of this Parish
has as its patron the renowned Ukrainian writer
from Bukovyna, Ol'ha Kobylians’ka, who
participated in the pilgrimages to Suceava.

It was the martyrdom of St. John rather
than his eloguence or his status as a merchant




noro B nam’siti noro 6parie Ta cectep y Liepksi
Xpuctosin. OTox BoHa He Oyna Tparegieto, a
reporCbKOK Ta NEPEMOXHOI NoAieto, Ko IBaH
TpanesyHacbkun, a noTim CyvyaBcbkuin, Bigaas
CBOE XMWTTSA, 5K NpMKnazg BipHOCTI Ta ntoboBi o
Toro, KoTpun Bigaas CBoe XUTTS 3a Hac ycCix.
Cnasa Vowmy!

that keeps him alive in the memory of his
brothers and sisters in the Church. This was no
tragedy but a heroic and victorious event in
which John of Trabzon and later Suceava offered
his life as an example of faithfulness and love to
the One Who offered His life for all. Glory to Him!




