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St. John the Forerunner
as the Baptizer of our
Lord, God and Saviour,
Jesus Christ
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«He HacMinooCch, 6yayumn ciHOM,
AOTOPKHYTUCSA A0 BorHo» (3
BianpaBu Ha CBaTO borosiBneHHsA)

Y niTypririHomMy cniBi nepes CBATOM
XpeweHHsa 'ocnogHboro LlepkBa Bkiagae
Taki cnoea B ycta CB. IBaHa lNpeaTeui,
KU NepeynTb, WO BiH HELOCTONHMUM
XpecTntn Bceuncroro Mecito, Wo
NpMX0AUTbL A0 HBbOrO A0 piuku MopaaHy
came anga uboro. Kaxe BiH: «He
HacMinCb, 6yay4yn CiHOM, AOTOPKHYTUCS

“Being hay, I do not dare to touch
Fire.” (from the Liturgy for the Feast
of the Theophany)

In a liturgical hymn preparatory to the
Feast of the Nativity the Church has
John the Forerunner protesting that he
is unworthy to baptize the All-pure One,
Jesus the Messiah Who is coming to the
Jordan to him for that very reason. He
says: “"Being hay, I do not dare to touch
Fire”.
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no BorHtio»

SK 4yAOBO M CMUPEHHO LM BUC/IOBIIHOE
BiH CBO€E BigHoweHHA Ao bora!
Mam’aTanmo, wo IeaHa noxsanune Cam
MNocnoab Icyc, Kaxyuun, Wo Mix
HapOAXEHUMMU Bif XiHKN He 6yno Hikoro
Kpaworo Big IBaHa (Jlykm 7:28). Cs.
IBaHa MpeaTeuy BBaXxkatoTb 6HAaTbKOM
MOHaxiB, TUX repoONCbKMX Ay, sKi 6ynm
TaKi HaTXHeHi Ta 3akoxaHi B bo3i, wo
BOHW BCe CBOE XWUTTH nocsBaTuin Camomy
Momy. BiH npoxusas y NycTuHi,
CninKy4mncb 3 Borom Ta cnoXxmnearuu
capaH4y Ta AMKUIN Men, OASiSTHEHUN B
3BipAYmMX WKypax. [MpaBocnaBHi MOHaxu
HOCATb PEMIHHMIA NACOK Yy YeCTb NOro.

IBaHa 6yB HacTinbku nocBsiueHuii borosi,
WO BiH Hi HA MUTb He BaraBCa BUKPUTU
rpix Bosiogaps gep>kaBun — He
AEMOKPaTU4YHOro Bosofaps, SKui
BigNoBiAaNbHMIM Nepen npecoto,
napsamMeHTOM Ta JI0ACbKOK OUiHKO, ane
BOJI0AApS 3 HEOOMEeXeHOo Baaok
YyB'A3HIOBATN, MyunTn Ta BGUBaTh TUX, 3
SIKMMUM XOTiB po3npaBuTUCL. lomep BiH
MYYEHNYOK CMEpPTIO HAaCTOKYM Ha
npaeBeaHicTb nepen borom. Konu IeaH
nponosiaysas 6ins piuku MopaaHy To
BenuKa KinbKiCTb ftoaen npuxoanna
CNyxaTu, KasgTucsa Ta CXpeLlyBaTuUCh, sk
3HAaK HaBEpPHEHHS Ta OYMULLEHHS Bif rpixa.

Lle 3 ornaay Ha noro nwobos Ta
HabnuxeHictb A0 BceBuwHoro, wo IsaH
sacHO nobaums, wWo usa JliognHa, fka
NPUXOANTb A0 HbOro - 6e3MexHOo
npaBeaHilla, YnCTiwa Ta AOCKOoHaniwe
nocesideHa iCTUHI Ta N0B6OXHOCTiI YMM BiH
caMm. Oui yboro CedaToro lNpopoka Mmornu
6auntn boxectBeHHy Mpupoay Icyca, sika
byna 3akpuTta Big iHWKX. Ocb cTOITb IcycC
nepesn IBaHoM. IBaHa oropTalTb CTpax i
TpeMTiHHA! BiH cebe 6auunB nepen Hum sk
CiHO i BiH 60iTbCs — Le Nob60oXHUN CcTpax —
WO XpecTuTn uto JIioaAnHyY, K BiH XpecTus
iHWKX, 6yno 6 6oroxynbLcTeom!

Ta noetnyHuMun cnosamu JliTyprii, cama
piuka VMlopaaH roBopuTb 40 HLOrO ile
nepea TUM, K MPOMOBJISIE A0 HbOro Icyc,
3aK/IMKa4YM MOro TakM BUKOHATU Liei
ymH. bo X uUe XpelleHHs He byae, aK
iHWI. 3aMicTb TOro, Wo6 BOAN OYNCTUIN

What a wonderful, humble expression of
one’s standing before God! John, we
ought to remember, was praised by
Jesus that there was none greater than
him born of woman (Luke 7:28). St.
John the Forerunner is considered to be
the father of all monastics, those heroic
souls so inspired and in love with God
that they dedicate every bit of their lives
to him alone. He lived in the desert,
communing with God, eating locusts and
wild honey, and wearing animal skins.
Orthodox monks wear a leather belt in
memory of him.

John was so dedicated to God that he
did not flinch to accuse of sin the ruler
of the land - not a democratic ruler,
answerable to press, to parliament, to
public opinion, but a ruler with unlimited
power to confine, torture and kill those
whom he wished. He died a martyr to
his testimony about the righteousness
required by God. As John preached by
the Jordan river, multitudes came to
hear, to repent and be baptized as a
symbol of repentance and purification
from sin.

It was his love of and intimacy with the
Almighty which clearly showed to John
that the Man coming to Him was
infinitely more righteous, pure and
loving of truth and godliness than He.
The eyes of this Holy Prophet could see
the Divine Nature in Jesus that was
concealed from others. Now Jesus
stands before John. John is overcome
by awe and trembling! He sees himself
as straw and he is afraid - a godly fear
- that to baptize Him as he had baptized
others would be a blasphemy!

In the exalted poetry of the liturgical
hymns it is the river Jordan that speaks
to John even before Jesus does and
urges him to do this - for this Baptism
will be unlike all others. Instead of
purifying the Baptized it is He Who, by
His divinity, will purify the waters and
the Baptizer and all the cosmos.

And so John with holy boldness, which is
so like humility in that it relies
completely upon God and His strength




OxpeLlleHoro, ue X BiH ounctuTb i BOAW i
Xpectutens i Bce TBOPiHHA.

OToX IBaH 3i CBATOIO CMINMBICTIO, SKa
TOTOXHS 3i CMUPEHHICTIO TUM, LLO BOHA
LiNKOBMTO ynoBae€ Ha Bora Ta Ha Moro
cuny Ta Munocepas, Tak i pobute. BiH
nigHiMae pyku i nonneBae BoAy Ha
BceuuncTiwy MNonosy (un mMabyTb BipHilwe
3aHypto€ Bceuncrtiworo y sBoan). I
CTAETbCH NpoBilleHe Yyao.

HaBiTb nepes TUM, sik Moro cmMepTb Ha
XpecTi 3MMBa€E yBeCb NIIOACBKUI IpiX —
Icycose XpelleHHs B MopaaHi Bxe
MpoBillae i po3rMoYMHaE LUen npouec.
O6MmnBaEeTbCca Boaa, 06MUBAETLCA 3EMNS,
0bMMBaAETLCA BCeNeHHa — | My 3 Bamu
obmmBaemocb. [10 CiHa AOTOpPKAETLCS
BoroHb J1t060Bi i BOHO He ropuTb a
NiAHOCTbCS CTaTU PeYOBUHOK HOBOIO
CBiTY, B SIKOMY MaTepis i AyX BXe He
BOPOryTb NOMiX cob6010, a HaBiKK
noeagHaHi B BiYyHoMy wntobi nobosi Ta
paaocrTi!

and mercy, does this act. He raises his
hands and pours the water upon the All-
pure Head (or He immerses the All-pure
One in the waters - which is more
likely). And the miracle occurs.

Even before His life-giving death upon
the Cross washes away all sin - Jesus’
Baptism in the Jordan begins that holy
process. The water is washed, the earth
is washed, the cosmos is washed, we
are washed. The straw touches the Fire
of Love and is not consumed but is
exalted to become the material of a
brand new world where matter and spirit
are no longer enemies but united
forever in an eternal marriage of love
and joy!




