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St. John (Maksymovych),
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Francisco, Wonderworker
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«Konu xouew 6yt CMMpEHHUM,
yuyMmcs Weapo nepeHocuTn Te, Wo iHLWi
3aBAaroTb T06i.» (ABBa CepanioH,
Bucnosn OrTyiB-NMycresibHUKIB)

Ha 2-ro nvnHs 3a rpuropiaHcbKnum
kanengapem (ue — 19-ro 4epBHs 3a
HONIaHCBLKMM) MU MOMMHAEMO Cy4aCHOro
YrogHuka Boxoro, ypooxeHua YkpaiHu,
SAKOro 4YaCcTo CNOMUHAaKTb, SK IBaHa
LLlanxamncbkoro 4n IBaHa CaH-
dpaHunCcLKOro Y NpocTo IBaHa
UynoTBopus.

Woro im'ss B Mupi — Muxaiino
Bopucosuy Makcumosnd. Hapoamecs BiH 4-
ro YepsHs 1896 p. B ceni Agamiska
XapkiBCbKOI rybepHii (3apas ue
KpuHu4aHcbkuii paioH [JHinponeTpoBChKOT
o6nacri). Mloro poanHa — 3 asopsiH. Cs.
IBaH MakcumoBuY, ApXMENUCKOn
Tobonbcbkun B Cnbipi (1651-1715,
nommHaemo 10/23 4yepBHs) — poany Nomy.

“If you want to be humble, learn to
bear generously what others inflict
upon you" (Abba Serapion, The
Sayings of the Desert Fathers)

On July 2 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is June 19 on the Julian)
we commemorate a modern-day Saint,
born in Ukraine, who is often known as
“John of Shanghai“, or “John of San
Francisco®, or simply “John the
Wonderworker®.

His name in the world was
Mykhaylo Borysovych Maksymovych. He
was born on June 4, 1896, in the village of
Adamivka in the Kharkiv Guberniya (now
the Krynychans’kyy District of the Oblast’
of Dnipropetrovsk). His family was part of
the upper classes. St. John
Maksymovych, Archbishop of Tobolsk in
Siberia (1651-1715 - commemorated June
10/23), was a relative.



http://www.uocc.ca/
http://www.uocc.ca/en-ca/faith/articles/frikutash/
mailto:kutash@unicorne.org

Mwuxawnno 3akiHumnB eTpoBCbKMIA
MonTaBcbkni kageTcbkuin kopnyc 1914 p.,
a B 1918 p. opmuanyHun dakynbTeT
XapKiBCbKOro yHiBepcuteTy. 3 LbOro X poKy
CINY>XUB Y XapKiBCbKOMY OKPY>XHOMY Cyfi.
Ta usa npodecis Ha 3a40BOMbHANA NOro
rnmnboki cnogisaHHs. Emirpysas BiH y
KOrocnasgito (pognHa MakcMmoBumuiB
noxoauna 3 AaBHbOro cepbecbKoro poay) i B
1925 p. BiH 3akiH4MB BorocnoBcbkuii
dakynbTeT YHiBepcuTeTy benrpagcbkoro.

Y 1926 konuuwHin cynas oys
NOCTPWKEHMI B YEHLi | BACBAYEHUIN Ha caH
[uskoHa B MinbkiBcbkoMmy MoHacTupi
KonuwHiM Mutpononntom KniBCcbknum
AHTOHiEM XpanoBULLKNM, SIKAIA pa3oM 3
iHWuMK lepapxamn ctBopuB KapnoBaubkuii
Cobop Pocirncbkux NpaBocnaBHMX
€nwnckoni., AKi BIgMOBWN NOCITYX
MuTpononuTosi Cepriesi
(Ctparopogcbekomy), nicns noro gekpety (B
1927 p.), sknm noe’si3ae Llepkey
MockoBcbKy 3 KomyHicTuyHOt0 [MNapTieto.

3assy MutpononuTa (a noTim
MaTpiapxa) Cepria MOXMIMBO BUKIIMKaNo
noro pieHHs gk NepBoepapxa gatu
LlepkBi 3mory BUXWUTU CUnbHe
nepecnigyBaHHA KOMYHIiCTamMm, AKi — LLISTKOM
npaBuIbHO — 6a4nnu, Wo BOHa
HENPUMUPEHHUI KOHKYPEHT 3a Bipy Ta
nosinbHICTb HaceneHHs. Ta Kapnosaubkui
Cobop paxyBaB L€ sk 3pagy caMol CyTi
LlepkBu, sika B 4acn pUMCbKOrO FOHiHHS
Monunacs 3a nepecnigyBsadis, ane He
nporonowysana 3 HUMM ChiflbHy crnpasy.
3BMYarHo, Wo icTopuyHi ob6cTtaBuHM B 20-
My BiLji B6ynn 30BCIM BigMiHHI Big, TUX, sKi
iCHyBanu B nepLumnx TPbOX CTOMITTAX
XpuctuaHctea. OgHak 6ynu we 2 iHwi
cninsHoTK Pocincekoi NpasocnaeHoi
Jiacnopu, gKki Takox nopsanu 3 MockBoto y
ToMy yaci. Kapnosaubkun Cobop
€BeHTyarnbHO cTaB 3BaTucs «Pocinceka
MpaBocnasHa Llepkea 3a KopgoHamu
Pocii» (PrNL3). BoHa BigHoBMNa
conpuyacTs 3 ogidinHoto Llepksoto
MockoBcbkoto ax y TpasHi 2007.

BuceaTa o. IBaHa — Take iMm'a aaB
nomy Mutpononut AHTOHIN Yy YeCTb Oro

Mykhaylo graduated from the
Petrovsky Cadet Corps in 1914, and from
the Law Faculty of the Univeristy of
Kharkiv in 1918. He then served as a
circuit judge for the Kharkiv oblast. This
occupation, however, did not suit his
profound aspirations. He emigrated to
Yugoslavia (the Maksymovych family was
of old Serbian stock) and in 1925
graduated from the Theological Faculty of
the University of Belgrade.

In 1926, the former judge was
tonsured a monk and ordained a Deacon
in the Milkiv Monastery by Metropolitan
Antony Khrapovitsky, former Metropolitan
of Kyiv, who,soon after this, together with
other Hierarchs, founded the Karlovtsy
Synod of Russian Orthodox Bishops who
refused allegiance to Metropolitan Sergei
(Stragorodsky) after his decree (in 1927)
linking the Church of Moscow with the
Communist Party.

Metropolitan (later Patriarch)
Sergei‘s declaration may have been
forced by the Primate’s determination to
provide the Church with a means of
surviving the intense persecution of the
Communists, who — quite rightly — viewed
it as an implacable competitor for the faith
and loyalty of the populace. The Karlovtsi
Synod, however, considered this to be a
betrayal of the very essence of the
Church, which, in the times of the Roman
persecution, prayed for the oppressors,
but did not proclaim common cause with
them. Of course, the historical situation
was very different in the twentieth century
from that in the first three centuries of
Christianity. Nonetheless there were two
other Russian Orthodox diaspora
communities who also broke with Moscow
at this time. The Karlovtsi Synod
eventually came to call itself “the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia“
(ROCOR). It did not re-establish
Communion with the official Church of
Moscow until May 2007.

Fr. John's - the name Metropolitan
Antony gave him in honour of his saintly




Cesartoro pogunya — 6yna ocTaHHbLOK And
Hboro. O. IBaH 6yB yuntenem 3akoHy
Boxoro y cepbcebkin rimHasii (M. Benuka
KikiHaa). TakoxX cny>1B BUKNagadem i
BMXOBATENEM y OyXOBHiN cemiHapii CB.
AnocTtona loaHHa Borocrnosa y M. bitonb
Oxpuacbkoi enapxii. Y ubomy yaci BiH
HaB’s3aB TEeMsli CTOCYHKW 3 iHLUM CydacHUM
npaBoCnaBHUM YrOAHMKOM, CepbCbKMM
lepapxom, CB. Mukonaem (Benimiposidem),
€nnckonom Xiui, wo Hanucae [porsioe 3
Oxpuda, i roBOpMB MPO HbOIO: «AKLLO
xoyeTe nobaunTn xmsoro CeaTtoro, nNiaiTb
0o o. IBaHa».

Y 1929 €nuckon MaBpuin
YenabiHCcbknii BUCBATMB 0. IBaHa Ha caH
CesauleHuka. O. IBaH B1ngaB gekinbka
©0orocnoBcLKNx TBOPIB y ToM Yac. [Nomix
HUMMK OyIM NOMEMIYHI TBOPU, AKUMMU
BiAKMOaB TeonorymeHun (60rocrnoBChbKi
MipKyBaHHs1) 0. Cepris bynrakosa 3
Borocnoscbkoro IHcTuTyTy CB. Ceprisi B
Mapwxi (OCHOBaAHWUI iHLIOK OUCUOEHTCHKO
Pocincekoro giacnopHOo CniflbHOTO) NPO
«Codpionoritoy.

Y 1934 p. o. IBaHa BUCBATUNN Ha
€nvckona LLlaHxaicbkoro. Moro xuTTs Ta
CNyxXiHHA B Knutato saatBepannu noro cnasy,
sk 0OOpoAiriHMKa AisinbHOro B 6araTtbox
OnaropogHux yctaHosax. BiH 3acHyBaB
npuTynok im. Ce. TuxoHa 3agoHCBHKOro Ang
CUpIT Ta ybormx poguH. Takum YnHOM
gonomir okono 3,500 gywam. Bnaguka IBaH
caM BMXOAMB Ha BYNWL LLIAHXaNCbKNX
HeTpiB WyKaTn 1 NPUBOANTU A0 NPUTYIIKY
XBOPUX Ta roSIOAHUX OiTen.

Takox y LWaHxai sBHUM cTaB
acketu3m Ca. IBaHa 60 X y cBOEMY porii y
'pomagi He Mmir Bce BiH NpuxoBaTu.
Hanpuknag ctano sicHO, WO BiH HiKOMNW He
CMUTb Y NKKY. Y Mi3HILLOMY BiLi nOro ctanu
TypByBaTun OMyxu B HOrax Tak LLO BiH He Mir
HagiBatu yepesukn. Togi o4eBMAOHMM € Te,
LLIO BiH BENWUKY yBary npuainsis yxXOBHiK
dopmaLii noro nacteu. Biasigysas TropMu
" ncuxiaTpuyHi nikapHi. byno gyxe 6arato
Y3[,0pOBIieHb — AesiKi 3 HUX Bynun ABHO
YyyaecHuMu — 3aBasaku noro Monutos. Cs.
IBaH cnyxwuB JliTyprito wo AHs. Mobyaysanu

relative — was the Metropolitan’s last
ordination. Fr. John taught Catechism in
the Serbian secondary school at Great
Kikinda. He also served as lecturer and
spiritual director in the Seminary of St.
John the Theologian in the city of Bitol in
the Ochrid Eparchy. During this time he
established warm relations with another
Orthodox Saint of modern times, the
Serbian Hierarch, St. Nicholas
(Velimiriovic), Bishop of Zica, author of
The Prologue from Ochrid, who said of
him: “If you want to meet a Saint, go see
Fr. John in Bitol“.

In 1929 Fr. John was ordained a
Priest by Bishop Gabriel of Chelyabinsk.
He published a number of theological
works at this time. Among these were
polemical refutations of the
theologoumena (theological speculations)
of Fr. Sergius Bulgakov of the St. Sergius
Theological Institute in Paris (founded by
another dissident Russian diaspora
community) on “Sophiology*.

In 1934 Fr. John was consecrated
Bishop of Shanghai. His life and service in
China established his reputation as a
philanthropist active in many benevolent
organizations. He founded the St. Tikhon
of Zadonsk refuge for orphans and poor
families. Some 3,500 souls were thus
helped by him. Vladyka John would go out
himself on the streets of the Shanghai
ghettos and bring in sick and hungry
children for care.

It was also in Shanghai that St.
John came to be known as a true ascetic
since he was unable to conceal it in his
public role as a Bishop. For example, it
became clear that he never slept in a bed.
In later years, as a result, he was troubled
by a swelling of his feet so that he was
unable to wear shoes. Typically then,
Vladyka dedicated great attention to the
spiritual formation of his flock, visiting
prisons and psychiatric hospitals. There
were a great many healings — some
amazingly miraculous - due to his prayers.
St. John served Liturgy daily. The




KadbegpanbHun Cobop boxoi MaTepi
Cnopy4Huyi MNpiwHmkiB Ta CBATO-
Mukonaiecbky Liepksy B LUaHxai nig noro
Harnsaom.

Y 1946 Cobop €nuckonis PMLU3
nigHecnu Bnaguky IBaHa oo caHy
Apxienuckona i gopy4mnu nomy oniky Hag
BCima i BipHuMK y Kutai axk 4OTu 4OKM B
1949 p. npuxig 4o BNagy KOMyHIcTiB
NPUMYCUB NOro BTEKTU 30 BCIEHO NACTBO B
ocTtpie Ty6abao B PininniHax. Apxiennckon
IBaH gornsHye, Wob BinbLWiCTb 3 HAX MO
3HanTn nputynok y CLA, a gexto
nepecenuaca B ABcTpanito.

Y 1951 p. IBaHa npusHadnnm
Apxiennckonom 3axigHoi €Bponu 3 ocigkom
Ha noyatky B [Napwxi a noTim y Bptocceni.
3a 1oro iHiuiaTMBOK NpaBoCnaBHi Novanmu
nomMmnHaTu i ceaTKyBaTu NpasHuKn
yncneHHux 3axigHmx Ceatux o6’egHaHol
LlepkBu nepLioro TMCAYONITTS
XpuctuaHctea. Bnaguka Takox OornsiHyB
3a nepeknagamu niTypriiHMX TEKCTIB Ha
dpaHLy3bKy Ta ronnaHacbky.

Y 1962 p. Apxienuckon IBaH
nepenicca B CLLUA i B 1963 p. ctaB
€nuckonom PINU3 y CaH-®PpaHumcko. Tyt
BiH TaKOX 3aBepLuvB 6yaoBy
KadenpanbsHoro Cobopy i npuHic cnokin
'pomagi, xou cam BiH NnepeHic Hanagu
OMOHEHTIB, AKi HaBiTb Noganu no3oB Ha
HbOro 3a ByLiMTO 3NTIOBXMBAHHA KOLITaMu B
oyposi Cobopy. Bnaguky onpasganu ane
chnpaBsa cTana gpkepernom 6arato gyLeBHMX
MYK O1151 HbOrO.

Cs. IBaH cnouuB y bosi B CieTni 2-ro
nunHa 1966 B MonuTei nepea
4yyaoTBopHoto Kypcbkoto «KopiHHo» (Tak
3BaHa TOMY LLIO 3HAWNLLIK 1T HA KOpeHi B 13-
My BiLi) Boropoauui. Moro Tino noxopoHunu
B kannuui nig BisTapem y KadbegpansHomy
Cobopi boxoi MaTepi Becix CkopoTHMxX
PapocTi, siky BiH nobyaysas y CaH-
dpaHumcko.

UuncneHHi B3OOPOBEHHS B HACMIgOK
3acTynHUUTBA LbOro cydacHoro CBaToro,
SK i rMoro HeTniHHI Mowwi, npMBenn go Noro
npocnaeneHHst PINL3 y 28-my pivHuLto

Cathedral of the Mother of God, the
Helper of Sinners, and the Church of St.
Nicholas were built in Shanghai under his
supervision.

In1946, the Synod of Bishops of
ROCOR elevated Vladyka John to the
rank of Archbishop and entrusted him with
the care of all its faithful in China until, in
1949, the coming to power of the
Communists made it necessary for him to
flee with his entire flock to the island of
Tubabao in the Philippines. Archbishop
John arranged for the majority of these to
find refuge in the United States, while
some settled in Australia.

In 1951 John was appointed
Archbishop of Western Europe, based first
in Paris and then in Brussels.At his
initiative, the Orthodox began to
commemorate and celebrate the Feasts of
many of the Western Saints of the
undivided Church of the first millennium of
Christianity. Vladyka also saw to the
translation of liturgical texts into French
and Dutch

In1962, Archbishop John relocated
to the United States and in 1963 became
the ROCOR Bishop of San Francisco.
Here, too, he completed the building of
the Cathedral and brought peace to the
community, while himself suffering the
attacks of opponents - who even filed a
lawsuit against him for the alleged
mishandling of funds in the construction of
the Cathedral. Vladyka was exonerated,
but the matter was a source of much
anguish for him.

St. John reposed in the Lord in
Seattle on July 2, 1966, while he was at
prayer before the miraculous Kursk “Root”
(“Korinna” — so called because it was
found lying on a root in the 13" century)
Icon of the Theotokos. His body was
interred in a Chapel beneath the Altar of
the Cathedral of the Mother of God, the
Joy of All Who Sorrow, which he had built
in San Francisco.

The many healings attributed to the




MNOro yrnokoeHHs 2-ro nunHa 1994 p. (LUen
aBToOp caM oTpuMmas BignoBsigb Ha MonuTey
O B3[OPOBIIEHHS BaXKKO XBOPOro XITOMN4YMKa,
yKpaiHUsi-kaTonumka, noxpecHuka
napadisHkn, HaBiTb nepes odilinHUM
npocnaeneHHsam Bnaawnku). Yactku Moluis
Cs. IBaHa 3apas 3HaxoaaTbCHa N0 BCbOMY
CBITi, K TAKOX i NOro IKoHM Ta BASAYHI
Monwuteun Nocnogosi Big, BipHWUX, sk aani
oTpumytoTb Barato Gnarogati Yepes noro
3acTynHUUTBO Nepeq Bockpecnum
Mocnogom, Akun cnasHui y Ceatux CBOIX.

intercessions of this modern Saint — as
well as his incorrupt Relics — led to his
canonization by the ROCOR on the
twenty-eighth anniversary of his repose on
July 2, 1994. (This writer himself obtained
an answer to prayer for the healing of a
desperately ill Ukrainian Catholic boy,
Godson of a parishioner, even before
Vladyka’s canonization). Portions of St.
John’s Relics are now all over the world,
as are his Icons and the grateful prayers
to the Lord of the faithful who continue to
receive many blessings through his
intercession before the Risen Lord, Who
is glorious in His Saints.




