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""HagiTh cyxe 1epeBo MYiJIKH MeI0M
HATIOBHAIOTH. "

Ha 27-ro TpaBHs 3a ['puropiancekum xanengapem (ue 14-
ro 3a FOmiancekum) [IpaBocnasHa I{epkBa momuHae
OJIHOTO 3 Oe3J1i4 MOHaXiB-yroAHUKIB BOXKUX, JTrOAKHY 3
BUHSATKOBUM TPI3BHUILEM, SIKOTO HAJaIH HOMY uepe3
MOCIITOBHICTD 1 TOCTOBIPHICTH HOTO CTiB. MoBa e mpo
IpenonobHoro Icumopa TBepauciosa, SKUil YIIOKOTBCS B
Bosi B p. 1474. Hactronsha Kunra nns CesieHHO-
Heproaux Ciryxurenis o. Ceprist BacuinpoBuua
Bynraxosa (Bunana B Xapkosi B p. 1900 Ha pociiicbkii
MOBI) Kaxe, IO 1110 KIIMYKY JJaJId HOMY «TOMY 10 Horo
CJIOBA 3aBXK/IU 31HCHIOBAIIUCS.

Icunop Hapomuscst B Himewuusi. barbku foro Oynu
Garari. [cuop 3 FOHUX JIIT )KMB YECHOTHO 1 CMIBUYTINBO
JIUBUBCSI HA IOBKOJIIIIHIN CBIT. BiM4yBIIM NOKIMKAHHS
MOKMHYTH 0aThbKiBChbKHMI iM y momyky [lapcta boxoro,

"Even a withered tree the bees with honey fill."

On May 27 on the Gregorian Calendar (which is May 14
on the Julian) the Orthodox Church commemorates another
of its vast multitude of monastic Saints, a man with a
unique title - given to him because of the consistency and
dependability of his words. It is St. Isidore Tverdyslov —
i.e. the “Constant of Word” - who reposed in the Lord in
1474. The Handbook for Church Servers by Fr. Serhiy
Vasyliyevych Bulhakov (published in Kharkiv in 1900 in
Russian) says that he was given this epithet “because his
words always came true”.

Isidore was born in Germany of rich parents. From his
youth, he led a pure life and had a compassionate view of
the world. He felt a call to leave his parental home in order
to seek for the Kingdom of God. Before he departed he
distributed his wealth to the poor.
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BiH pO3/1aB CBO€ MaifHO BOOTHM 1 BHPYIIHB y JOPOTY.

Mannpu Icunopa npusenn ioro go M. Pocrosa B Pocii.
CB. Muxonaii Bexmmiposid y cBoiit kam3i [Iposor 3
Oxpiny numre, mo TyT Ienmop 3akoxascs B [IpaBociagiro
(BiH OyB BUXOBaHUI1 KATOJIMKOM), 1 HE TIIBKU CTaB
MPUYACHUKOM aJie i PUHHSB Ha ce0e BaXKKHMA
ackernyHui noasur Oponusoro Xpucra panu. Taki
JIFOITY HACTIPABI - IPH JOOPOMY PO3yMi, ajie CKPUBAIOTh
CBili TyXOBHUI CTaH 1 IUICKAIOTh CMUPEHHICTH CBOEIO
JTUBHOIO TIOBETIHKOIO Ta BIAIOTH OOKEBIJUIS, HACITI TYIOYH
cioBa Am. [1aBna o I KopurTsa 4:10-13: «Mwu Hepo3ymHi
Xpucra paan, a BU Myapi B XpHUCTi; MU ciadi, BU XK MIIHI;
BU CJIaBHi, a Mu O0e3decHi! Mu 10 I[bOTO Yacy i TOII0ayeMo,
1 IparHeMo, 1 Hari MU, i KaTOBaHi, 1 THHAEMOCH, i
TPYAUMOCH, NPALIOI0YX CBOTMH pykamu. Konu Hac
JIMXOCIIOBJISATh, MU 0JaroCIIOBIIEMO; SIK HAac
MePECIiyI0Th, MU TEPIHMO; SIK JIAFOTh, MU MOJIUIMOCH; MU
CTaJI, SIK CMITTS TC JUIS CBITY, @) TOCI MU BCIM, SIK Ti
BuKUIku!». [Ipy bOMyY BOHM HE pa3 JAa0Th 4y/I0Bi
MOPAJX Ta HOYYEHHS JIIOIM 1 HABITh YMHATH Ty
Y3IIOPOBIICHHSI.

Cs. Icunop *uB y XanyIii, SiKy BiH caMm IoOy/a1yBasB i
MIEPEeHOCHB Y Hiii OpyJ, O 1 CHIT, @ MOJIMBCS BCIO HiY.
CB. Muxonaii Bexumiposiu y cBoiit kau3i [Ipomor 3
Oxpiny nojgae MoXBaJbHUM cilaBeHb HoMy. Ha mouatky
nuuie ock Tak: «bnaxxennuii Icugop 3marascs cam 3
coboro/ Jloku cTaB Oe3cTpacHHM, sSIK cyxe JepeBo,/ Ta
HaBiTh CyXe J€PEBO MUIJIKH MEJOM HAIlOBHSIOTh.

s 3rajKa mpo cyxe AepeBO MPHUraaye THUBHE UY/I0, SKE
BUMHUB HaIll [0CIob — O/IHE 3 IyXkKe PiIKICHUX
«HUILIBHUX» uyn. B €Banrenii Bix Marsis 21:18-22
YUTAEMO PO Te, IK OJTHOTO pa3y mo aopo3i 3 Bidanii o
E€pycanumy Icyc 3roioaHiB i 3HAWIIOB (iroBe AepPeBo, IKe
MaJjio Ha co0i TUTbKH 3enieHe TucTs. Bin ckaszas: «I11o6 3
TeOe OuIbIe Hikonu He OyJI0 0BOUY JI0 BiKY» 1 A€peBO
3pa3y BCOXJIO. YUHIi 3MUBYBAJIKCS 3 IbOTO, a ['ocmons
CKa3aB, [0 BipOI0 MOXHA HAaBITh TOPY BKHHYTH B MOpE.
JlexTo BHUSBIISE CTYPOOBAHICTh TAKUM 3HHIICHHSIM KUBOTO
JlepeBa TiJIbKU AJIs1 TOTO, MO0 MiATBEPIUTH IKECh
HaBuaHHs. B. M. KpucrTi, siku#i Ciry>)kuB macTopoM y
ITanectuni migyac bpurancekoi BIaau muie, o Te 1o
JIEPEBO MAJIO TIJIBKH JIUCTS B IIIO ITOPY POKY MTOKa3yBalIo,
IO BOHO JIMCHO HIKOJH HE MaTHME OBOYY, 00 IJIOOBUTE
JIepeBoO BXKe B Liei yac Myciio 6 Maru Ha cobi mMaii
NIMIIKY, TpeATedi (ir, i iX TOJIOIHI JIFOIU MOTIIH O TaKu

His wandering brought him to the city of Rostov in Russia.
St. Nicholas Velimirovic in his Prologue from Ochrid says
that here Isidore fell in love with the Orthodox Faith (he
had been raised Catholic) and not only became a commu-
nicant but also embraced the arduous ascetical endeavour
of a “Fool for Christ”. Such folks are actually quite sane
and self-aware, but conceal their spiritual state and foster
humility by doing foolish things and pretending to be mad
in keeping with the words of St. Paul in | Corinthians 4:10-
13: “We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in
Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are distin-
guished, but we are dishonored! To the present hour we
both hunger and thirst, and we are poorly clothed, and
beaten, and homeless. And we labor, working with our own
hands. Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we en-
dure; being defamed, we entreat. We have been made as the
filth of the world, the offscouring of all things until now”.
At the same time, they manage to give wonderful counsel
to people around them and even work miracles of healing.

St. Isidore lived in a hut he himself had made and endured
filth, rain and snow, spending his nights in prayer. St.
Nicholas Velimirovic in his Prologue from Ochrid publish-
es a hymn of praise dedicated to him. It begins thus:
“Blessed Isidore wrestled with himself/ Until passionless,
as a withered tree, he became,/ But even a withered tree,
the bees with honey fill”.

This mention of the withered tree calls to mind a strange
miracle that Our Lord did — one of very few “destructive”
miracles. In Matthew 21:18-22 we read that on one occa-
sion on His way from Bethany to Jerusalem Jesus was
hungry and came upon a fig tree that had only green leaves
upon it. He said “May you never bear fruit again” and
immediately the tree withered. When the disciples mar-
velled at this the Lord said that with faith even a mountain
could be cast into the sea. Some have declared themselves
troubled by what seems to be the destruction of a living
thing simply to prove a point. W. M. Christie, who minis-
tered in Palestine during the British rule there, wrote that,
actually, since this fig had only leaves at this time of year,
this showed that it was in fact not going to bear fruit at all,
since a fruit-bearing tree would already have had a crop of
small knobs, precursors of the figs, which hungry folk
could eat. Thus it was not a fruit-bearing tree that was thus
withered, but one which would not bear fruit, i.e. it was the
pruning of an orchard.




crnoxuBati. OTOX € BCOXJIO HE IUIOJOBUTE ACPEBO, a
TaKe 10 HEC MOIJIO BUAaBaTu OBOYY. To6T0 el akT MOXKHA
3apaxyBaTu NPOCTO AK MPOUYUIICHHA Caay.

A BCe OZIHO HaBiTh CyXe JepPEBO MPUBAOIIOE MILJIOK, SKi
MOXKYTh 3JIUIINTH COJIOAKUHN CKapO Mery JJIsl IPOXOXKHX.
CepOchkuii Yromauk Boxwii, kaxe, 110 BUCOXJIC HA SBY
TLJIO acKeTa, SIKUM MOTOP/KYBaIH 0, SIK He3/[aTHE Ta
0e3yMHe Ti, IO TIOJIOHEHI CKOPOMHHYYOI0 KPacolo
BUJIMMOTO CBITY, @ He BOa4aloTh B HhOMY IKOHY BIYHOTO i
MPEiHHOTO HEBUANMOTO CBITY, MOXKE BUIATH OaraTwii
coJoakuid ypokai baronmari s THX, SIKi MaroTh 04i, 00
no0a4nTH 1 y1ui, o0 MoYyTH.

Ocbh Tak i Oyno 3 Icumopom. ITicist >KUTTS HATIOBHEHOTO
HACOJIO0I0 OIM3BKOT0 BigHOIIEHHS 3 ['0CIIOIOM, 3 SIKOTO
HIeJPO BUILUTMBAIH MYIpi CJI0Ba Ta 4yaa, YToaHuK boxxuit
yIoKoiBcst B cBOil Xauymui. OOfHOTO JHS IPOX0XI JIFOIU
30UBYBAJIMCS BiUyTH JUBHI ITAXOIi, IO BUXOIMIIH 3 HEl.
3aiinuy 1 3HainDm Tino B Bosi coumioro Icumopa.
[ToxopoHuiu #oro, a MOTIM Ha TOMY MicIli TOOYIyBaIH
HepxBy Bosnecinns ['ociomasoro, Kpunra, B ki
CIIOYMBAIOTH HOTO MOIII € MICIIEM Yyl IO HUHI.

3a MonuTBHU Ta 3acTynHUITBO [IpenogobHoro Icumopa
Hexail i MU 3HalZIeMO HACOJIOAY IMOCTIHHOTO HaOIMKEHHS
Jo Tocroza i Tak Hexai npoXKUBEMO ILTiTHO,
criBnparrorodn 3 HuM, mo0 mposBiIsTi MixK JTIOAEMUA
[bOTO CKOPO MPOMHUHAIOYOT0 CBiTY Biune [{apcTBo Boxe B
CBO{f MaH/PIBIIi 0 HHOTO.

Nonetheless even a withered tree might attract a swarm of
honey-bees who could deposit their sweet load in a hollow
to refresh any who might come upon it. The Serbian saint
says that the apparently withered body of an ascetic,
scorned as unworthy and foolish by folks held captive by
the fading beauty of the visible world (oblivious to the fact
that it is simply an icon of the unfading and truly precious
invisible world), could yield a rich, sweet harvest of grace
to those who had eyes to see and ears to hear.

So it was with Isidore. After a life filled with the sweetness
of intimacy with the Lord, from which miracles and wise
counsels flowed richly, the Saint reposed in his hut. Some
people passing by his earthly home one day were surprised
by a strange fragrance come from it. They entered and
found him asleep in the Lord. The Church of the Ascension
of our Lord was later built upon the place of his burial and
the crypt in which his relics lie remains a source of mira-
cles to this day.

Through his prayers and intercessions may we find the
sweetness of constant closeness with the Lord and live a
fruitful life, working together with Him to make His King-
dom manifest among the people of this transitory world as
we move along to the next, eternal one.




