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"He cTtaHy A NnpyUHNXKXyBaTH CBOIO CBATY
MOSIUTBY 3€MHUMMU NUTaHHAMU./ A XOTiB
6u, wob mos aywa cno4ymna Ha He6i,/ A
cepue Moe, o6 caano nobos'ro
nposiweHow Toboto..." (3 noro
npopovyoro Bipwa "Monutea")

Byaoyun cemiHapucTom s 6yB
LLIOKOBAHMI NOYYTU BipLla y BUrnagi
MonuTteu Ao Tapaca LeByeHka, Lo
noynHaBscs cnoeamu "OT4ye Hawl, Tapace
BceMorywum ..." Yepes gkuiich 4Yac, Bxe B
aKkocTi CBsLlLeHMKa, MaB pO3MOBY 3
MOOQUM YOJIOBIKOM, SIKUA CKa3aB, LLO BiH
Monntbca nuwe Tapacy LeByeHky (Ta
IBaHy ®paHKy), a HabaraTo nisHiwe, 3
npuxoxaHkoto o MNMapadii cTapLuoro Biky
(Bxe cnoymBLLA), SiKa TAKOX cCKasana, Wwo
BOHa 3BEpPTaETbCA B MONUTBAaX 4O HbOrO.
Ang Tux XpuctusiHu (B OCHOBHOMY
NpoTeCTaHTIB-€eBaHrenukiB), Ye 60rocnos's
He BKNIOYaE LWaHyBaHHSA CBATUX, K JOKa3

“I won’t debase my holy prayer with
earthly matters./ | would wish for my soul
to rest in heaven,/ My heart to be radiant

with love heralded by Thee...” (from his
prophetic poem entitled “Prayer”)

When | was a seminarian | was
shocked by a poem in the form of a prayer
addressed to Taras Shevchenko, beginning
with the lines “Our Father, almighty
Taras...” (penned by Dmytro Pavlychko in
1965). Some time later, now as a Priest,
there was a conversation with a young man
who said he prayed only to Taras
Shevchenko (and Ivan Franko), and much
later, an aging parishioner (now gone to her
rest), who also said that she addressed
prayers to him. For those Christians (chiefly
Protestant Evangelicals) whose theology
does not include the veneration of Saints,
as evidence of the effectiveness of the
ongoing Incarnation of God the Son, Jesus
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e(PeKTUBHOCTI TpuBasoro BTifieHHsa bora-
CuHa, Icyca 3 HazapeTy, B Woro Tino, B
Llepksy (lanat 4:19), cama iges - abcypaHa
i HaBiTb Ha rpaHi 6oroxynbLcTea.

[lna npaBocnaBHUX | KATOMUKIB,
KoMy gopore Take 6orocnos's,
OVBOBWXKHICTb igel B ToMy, Wo Tapac
LLleBueHko He ByB aHi YeHuem aHi
[lyxoBHOro 4YnHy, i He 3arvHyB BiH 3a Bipy,
K MyyeHuk, ane npocto MuUpsaHuH-
XPUCTUAHWUH, KWW NMparHyB yTinuTu
€BaHrenito Ta ii LiHHOCTI B CBOEMY XUTTI i
XUTTi cBoro Hapoay. OagHak, noBHe
pO3yMiHHSA Lboro cnoea "My4yeHuk", gk "Ton,
XTO CBIig4YMTb", MOXE 3pOOUTU MPUAHATHUMM
Taki WaHyBaHHS XpuctusaHamu Tapaca
LLleByeHka, gk CBaToro (xo4a He
yHiBepcanbHoro anga Ceatoi Liepksn).
Onekcangp PomaH, YKpaiHCbKUI KaTonuK,
4yne Gorocnos's, sk i B 6araTbox Cy4dacHUx
yKpalHUiB KaToNuKiB, € Haa3BUYaNHO
©nun3bke 0O NpaBOCNABHOrO, Y CBOIM CTaTTI,
sKka Konucb nossmnacsa Ha sebcanTi
www.UKrainian-Orthodoxy.org, noB’a3aB
noctatb Tapaca LLleByeHka 3 iHLWINM
MupSAHUHOM, rPY3MHCBKMM NpaBOCNaBHUM
XPUCTUSAHUHOM, RiTepaTypHUM Aisvem, Yng
BiAaHICTb i CNYXiHHA CBOEMY HapOOBI,
napaneneHa Ao LLleB4yeHKkoBMX, CnoHyKana
"py3uHcbKy NMpaBocnasHy Liepksy
KaHoHi3yBaTu noro B 1987 poui, sik CB. Inns
MpaBegHui.

Inns Yaes4aBaase, SKOro CBATKYEMO
20 nunHs/2 cepnHs y CBATO NOro
Mokposutens, Cearoro MNMpopoka Inni,
HapogamBcs 8 nuctonaga 1837 p. (3a
rpUropiaHCbkUM KaneHgapem, Lo 6yno 6
27 KOBTHS 3a 0JliaHCbKUM, OCKiSTIbKM Lien
KaneHgap Togi BigcraBaB Ha 12 gHiB Big
coHsiyHoro) 'pirony i Mapbsim (3 poay
Bebypiwsini) YaB4yaBagase B ceni Keapeni, B
obnacTti KaxeTtcbkin, y [pya3ii, ska y Ton 4ac
Byna yacTtuHoto Pocinckkoi imnepii. PoauHi
OyB HagaB cTaTyC rpy3NHCBHKOro
aBopsHcTBa (Tasadi) B 1726 p. KOponb
KocTaHTuH Il. Takum 4ynHom, Innto He pigko
HasuBatoTb KHs3em Inns YaesyaBagse (sk B
aHrnincekoMmy nepeknagi noro po6otu,
Camim+uk, Mapgyxopi Bapgpon,
onybnikoaHoro B JIoHAoHi, B AHrnil, y 1895

of Nazareth, in His Body, the Church
(Galatians 4:19), the very idea is absurd
and even verging on blasphemy.

For Orthodox and Catholic
Christians, who cherish such a theology, the
strangeness of the idea derives from the
fact that Taras Shevchenko was not a
Monastic or Cleric, nor yet did he die for the
Faith as a Martyr, but was simply a lay
Christian who sought to embody the Gospel
and its values in his life and the life of his
people. The full sense of the word “Martyr”,
as “one who bears testimony” may,
however, make acceptable such Christian
veneration of Taras Shevchenko as a Saint
(albeit not a universal Saint of the Church).
Alexander Roman, a Ukrainian Catholic,
whose theology, as is the case with many
contemporary Ukrainian Catholics, is
exceedingly close to that of the Orthodox,
has, in an article that once appeared on the
Ukrainian-Orthodoxy website, made a
connection between Taras Shevchenko and
a Georgian Orthodox Christian, a lay literary
figure, whose dedication and service to his
people, which parallels Shevchenko’s,
prompted the Georgian Orthodox Church to
canonize him in 1987 as St. llia the
Righteous.

llia Chavchavadze, who is
commemorated on July 20/August 2 on the
Feast of his Patron Saint, the Holy Prophet
Elias, was born on November 8 (according
to the Gregorian Calendar, which would
have been October 27, 1837, according to
the Julian, as it was at the time —i.e. 12
days behind the solar calendar) to Grigol
and Mariam (née Beburishvili)
Chavchavadze in the village of Qvareli, in
Kakheti province, in Georgia, which was at
the time part of the Russian Empire. The
family had been awarded the status of
Georgian nobility (Tavadi) in 1726 by King
Constantine Il. Thus llia is not infrequently
referred to as Prince llia Chavchavadze (as
in the English translation of his work, The
Hermit, by Marjory Wardrop, published in
London, England, in 1895).

Taught the basics of reading, writing,




poui).

OTpuMaBLLM OCHOBW YMTaHHS,
nucema, MonuTeu 1 3akoHy Boxoro Bif
CBOEi MaTepi, monoaun Inns oys
HanpaBneHW Ha HaBYaHHS 40
ApxignakoHa Hikonos Cenawsini. Matu Inni
a CKOpO nicns Uboro n 6aTbko NOMepnu,
Konu BiH OyB e monogun, i noro 6yno
OOpYYEHO NiKMyBaHHIO MOro TiTku MakpiHe.
OcsiTa 1oro npogoBxyeTbes i B 1857 p. BiH
NoCTynae Ha KpUaMYHUN hakynbTeT B
CaHkT-leTepbyp3si. Tam 3aHypuBCS BiH Y
BUBYEHHS CBOET rPY3NHCHKOI CaLLnHN.
HesBaxatoum Ha Te, wo 6yB BiH
BiAMIHHMKOM Yy CTyaisX, INns KMHyB
nporpamy nicns 4eTBepToro poky, wob
nosepHyTUca B pyasito i TpyamMTmca ans
BiAPOLKEHHS HaUioHaNbHOT i4EHTUYHOCTI
CBOro Hapoay, sik MMCbMEHHUK, iICTOPUK,
dinocod, BuaaBeLb i NONiTUYHUIA Aisy. BiH
oronowye: "Mu, siK rpy3nHCBKMIA Hapoa,
ycnagkyeBanu Tpu boxecTBeHHi gapw Big
HalMX NpeakiB: Hawy 6aTbKiBLLMHY, HaLy
MOBY i Hawwy Bipy. Akwo mu He
CMPOMOXEMOCH 3aXUCTUTU Ui gapu, siKi X
OyayTb y Hac 3acnyru, sk nrogm?"

KHa3b Innga 6yB Ha KOpoTKuiA Yac
HacTaBHMKOM mosnogoro loceba [xyrawwsini
(Mocuna CraniHa), konv MaiibyTHin
aukratop PagsaHcekoro Cotosy 6ys
cemiHapuctom B TOinici. BiH HaBiTb
ony6nikyeae 5 noro BipwwiB. CtaniH xBanve
Noro Tpyau, Konu BiH NocTapis, ane BiH,
MOXIMBO, HaBiTb 6paB y4acTb y BOMBCTBI
CeaToro Inni. ATeicTnyHa MapKCUCTCbKa
igeonoris, sika Nnpu3eena 4o NoBCTaHHS
PagsaHcekoro Cotosy pilyye Buctynana
NPOTM NATPIOTUYHUX | XPUCTUSHCBKUX TEM,
Akux nporonowysas KHasb Inng, i 30
cepnHsA/12 BepecHs 1907 p., BiH i noro
OPpYXWHa noTpanunn B 3acifky LWiCcTb
BOMBLb Henoganik Big MuxeTw, i BiH 6yB
3acTtperneHui. (lMNoBHa icTopisa uiel TpariyHol
noAii 3anuilaeTbCa HEBIJOMOLO - B JeAKNX
BepCisiX HaBiTb 3any4yloTb LLlapCbKy Bnaay,
Tak sk KHA3b Inns TBepAao BigctooBas
He3anexHicTb ['pya3ii i HaBiTb aBTOKedanito
"py3uHCbKOI Liepkau).

Bo6wuBuiB KHA3a Inni 3nosunu,

prayer and the law of God by his mother,
young llia was sent to study with
Archdeacon Nikoloz Sepashvili. llia’s
mother and, not long after, his father, died
when he was still young, and he was
entrusted to the care of his Aunt Makrine.
His education continued and in 1857 he
enrolled in the Law Faculty at St.
Petersburg. While there he immersed
himself in the study of his Georgian
heritage. Although an excellent student, llia
dropped the program after the fourth year to
return to Georgia and work for the
revitalization of the national identity of his
people as a writer, historian, philosopher,
publisher and political activist. He would
declare: “We, the Georgian people, have
inherited three divine gifts from our
ancestors: our motherland, our language
and our Faith. If we fail to protect these
gifts, what merit will we have as men?”

Prince llia was briefly a mentor to
young loseb Jughashvili (Joseph Stalin)
when the future dictator of the Soviet Union
was a seminarian in Thilisi. He even
published 5 of his poems. Stalin would
praise his works when he grew old, but he
may even have been involved in St. llia’s
assassination. The atheistic Marxian
ideology which would lead to the rise of the
Soviet Union was firmly opposed to the
patriotic and Christian themes proclaimed
by Prince llia and on August 30/September
12, 1907, he and his wife were ambushed
by six assassins near Mtskheta and he was
shot to death. (The full story of this tragic
event remains unknown — some versions
even implicate the Tsarist authorities, since
Prince llia firmly advocated Georgian
independence and even the autocephaly of
the Georgian Church).

Prince llia’'s assassins were caught,
tried and sentenced to death. However, his
wife, Olga, requested an amnesty for them,
saying that her husband would have wanted
that, since they were simply his “unlucky
brothers gone astray”. He himself had
already forgiven them years earlier in his
poem entitled “Prayer”:




cyaunu i aacygunu Ha cMepTHy kapy. Ta
noro gpyxuHa Onbra npocuna amHicTii gns
HUX, 3asBUBLLM, LLIO Ti YONOBIK XOTiB 6K
LLbOro, OCKiflbKM BOHM MNPOCTO - NOro
"HewacHi 6paTwn, aki 36unucs 3i wnaxy".
Cam BiH y>ke npobaymB iX pokamu paHiwe B
csoemy Bipwi "MonuTtea™:

OTye HaL, Wwo ecu Ha Hebecax!

A 3 HixHicTo cToto nepen Toboto
Ha KoniHax;

He npowy s aHi 6aratcTea, aHi
cnasu;

He cTaHy s npuHmKyBaT CBOIO
CBSATY MOJIUTBY 3€MHNMMU
NUTaHHAMM.

A xoTiB 61, Wob mos gywa
cno4una Ha Heobi,

A cepue moe, wob casno nbos'to
nposiweHoto Toboto.

XoTiB 61 9 NONPOCUTU MPOLLEHHS Y
BOpOriB MOIX,

HaBiTb SKLLO NPOHM3ATL BOHWU MEHE
B cepLe:

Mpoctun im, Nocnoan, 60 He
BigaloTb, WO TBOPATL!

"MNBOKiI XPUCTUSHCBKI NOYYTTA,
BUpaKeHi B Ui YydoBin npaui HaragytoTb
po3puBarovy cepue cniB4yTnmeicTb OTUIB-
NycTenbHWKIB, TaK SK BiH He TiNbKW npoLlae,
arne HaBiTb NPOCUTb BUBGAYEHHS Y CBOIX
BOpOriB, SAKi, IK BOHW L& CNpuimMatoThb,
BiAOMpatoTb Yy HbOro X1TTSA. Hacnpaegi, Tak
camo gk i Haw Nocnoab Ha XpecTi, BiH
BifTbHO | 4OBPOBINLHO giddae CBOE XUTTS,
Tak, WO NOoro B HbOro He BiabupatoTb.

Cs. Innsa MNpasegHun gosro 6ys
HaTXHEHHAM ANs rPy3uHiB, SIKi nparHynu
CyBepeHiTeTy CBOET KpaiHu i aBTokedanito
ceoei Llepksu. ToMy He AMBHO, LLLO
NposiBOM BOMi HaBeCHi nepebynosu
Fop6ayoBa cTanu nonynapuaauisi i HaBiTb
KaHOHIi3aLisa LbOro MMPHOro BoiHa-
XpuctusiHumHa. Yn 3‘egHaHa aBTokedanbHa
lMpaBocnasHa LlepkBa YkpaiHn 3pobutb
Konuck Te X came ong Tapaca LlleB4yeHka,
SIKMIN, XO4a Hacnpaeai He BOUTUIA
AECNOTUYHUM LapCbKUM PEXUMOM, TUM He
MEHLU OTpuMaB Npobnemu 3i 340poB'aAM y
pesynbTaTi KOro BUrHaHHS i

Our Father Who art in Heaven!
With tenderness | stand before
Thee on my knees;

| ask for neither wealth nor glory;

| won’t debase my holy prayer with
earthly matters.

| would wish for my soul to rest in
heaven,

My heart to be radiant with love
heralded by Thee,

| would wish to be able to ask
forgiveness of mine enemies,

Even if they pierce me in the heart:
Forgive them, Lord, for they know
not what they do!

The profound Christian sentiments
expressed in this wonderful work recall the
heartbreaking compassion of the Desert
Fathers, as he not only forgives but even
asks for forgiveness from his enemies who
are, as they see it, taking his life. In fact, as
did our Lord upon the Cross, he freely and
willingly gives his life, so it is not taken from
him.

St. llia the Righteous was long the
inspiration for Georgians seeking
sovereignty for their nation and autocephaly
for their Church. It is therefore not very
surprising that a manifestation of the
freedom brought in the spring of
Gorbachev’s perestroika would be the
popularization and even canonization of this
peaceful Christian warrior. Would a united
autocephalous Orthodox Church of Ukraine
do the same for Taras Shevchenko, who
although not actually assassinated by the
oppressive Tsarist regime, nonetheless
suffered health problems as a result of his
exile and persecution by that regime, which
may have hastened his departure from this
world at the relatively early age of 47 years?

Although some of the works of this
Father of the Ukrainian nation express an
agonized struggle to believe in a just and
loving God despite the cruelty and injustice
manifest in the world, Shevchenko also
shows a keen awareness of the Gospel and
its values, especially in his poem “The
Neophytes”, some of his letters, and most




nepecnigyBaHHA peXXMMoM, AKi, MMOBIPHO,
NPUCKOPWUIIM NOTo BiaXia 3 LbOro CBIiTy y
BiHOCHO paHHbOMY BiLli 47 pokiB?

Xoua gesiki 3 npaub Lboro batbka
YkpaiHcbkoi Hauii BucrnoenooTe 6onicHy
©opoTLOY BipnTK B CNpaBeannBoro Ta
nobnayoro bora, He3Baxaroun Ha
XOPCTOKICTb | HECNpaBea IMBICTb, SKi
NPosIBRSATLCA Y CBITi, LLIeBYEHKO Takox
nokasye rnnboke po3ymiHHsa €BaHrenii Ta ii
LliHHOCTEN, 0cobNMBO B CBOI Noemi
"HeodpiT", B 4esikMx 3 MOro nucTis, a
0co6NMBO B MOro OCTaHHbOMY BipLwi "Yu He
NOKNHYTb HaM, Heboro" (ocb TyT). Lle
Benvke 6rarocnoBeHHs s rpy3unH, Wwob
MaTn MOXIMBICTb ORILIMHO CBATKYBATH
cBoro repos, sik Ceatoro Liepksu. Moxe Le
OyTK cxoxe B6narocnoBeHHA 1 ANs AeaKNX
yKpaiHuiB waHyesatn Tapaca LLleByeHka, sik
cBoro ocobuctoro CeaToro.

especially his last poem, “Should we not
then cease, my friend” (see). It is a great
blessing to the Georgians to be able to
formally celebrate their hero as a Saint of
the Church. It may be similar blessing to
some Ukrainians to honour Taras
Shevchenko as their personal Saint.
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