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CB. IrHaTin BoroHoceyb

St. Ignatius the Godbearer

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«JlaiiTe MeHi yecTb HacnigyBaTu
cTpacrti moro bora.»

[ekinbka aHiB ao CesaTta PizgBa
XpUCTOBOro, 2-ro Ci4Hs Ha
rpuropiaHcbkoMy KaneHgapi (Bignosigae
20-My rpyaHs Ha NiSHCbKOMY) MK
CBATKYEMO NaM’aTb Anoctonibckoro OTus,
Cs. IrHaTia boroHocus, YuHs CB. IBaHa
Borocnosa. BiH 6yB TpeTiM ENNUCKONOM M.
AHTIOXii i LlepkBa AHTIOXilNCbKa MOro
CUNbHO WaHye. Usa LlepkBa ocobnumeo
6nu3bka ana YkpaiHcbkoi MNpaBocnaBHOI
LlepkBn B KaHagi, 60 x ue €nmckon
AHTiOXiicbKoOi MaTpisapxii, MuTpononut
lepmaH (LWeragai) npunHsae noct
Apxunactups Hawoi Llepksun Big p. 1918
0o 1924, nicnga yoro BiH 6naropoaHo
rnepenas ENUCKONCLKY Bnaay Bnaguui
IBaHOBi TeogopoBMUy (SIKMI Mi3HiWe CTaB
MutpononuTtomMm), siknii npubys Bia
YkpaiHcbkoi ABTokedasnbHOi [paBocnaBHOI
LiepkBu B YKpaiHi, wob ovonutu

“'Give me the privilege of imitating
the passion of my God.”

Very close to Christmas, on January 2
on the Gregorian Calendar (which is
December 20 on the Julian Calendar),
we commemorate an Apostolic Father,
St. Ignatius the Godbearer, the disciple
of St. John the Theologian. He was the
third Bishop of Antioch and is held in
great esteem by the Church of Antioch,
which is especially dear to the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Canada, for it was a
Bishop of the Patriarchate of Antioch,
Metropolitan Germanos (Shehadi), who
accepted to be the hierarch of our
Church from 1918 until 1924, at which
time he graciously handed over
episcopal authority to Bishop (later
Metropolitan) John Teodorovych, who
came from the Ukrainian Autocephalous
Orthodox Church of Ukraine to lead the
Ukrainian Church in Canada.
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YKkpaiHCcbKy LlepkBy B KaHagai.

Cs. IrHaTi Bigirpas 0cob6aMBO BaXX/IMBUA
poNnb B po3BUTKY LlepkBn Xpucrtosoi. Lle
BiH NpeAcTaBMB NpaBoOC/AaBHWMIA Nornsa Ha
npupoay Lepksu, sk N'pomaga 3ibpaHa
HaBKoJ10 cBOoro €nnckona (abo noro
npeacraBHuka, CesleHmKa), Wob
BiACNyxuTn TanHy Tpane3n F0CnoAHbOI,

CB. €BXapuUCTito, BUABNSAIOYM TAKUM YMHOM

6e3nepepBHY NpUCYTHICTb ocnoaa
nocepen CBoiX ftoaen y LUbOMY CBIiTi, SKUI
UMM CaMUM HEeBIiA'€MHO NMOEQHAHMUN 3

LlapctBoM rpsaayymMm. Mmn BU3HaEMO, WO Le
LlapcTBo i 3apa3 NOCTiAHO NPOSIBNSIETLCS Y

CBIiTi, nuwe Tpeba noro 6aunTn oumma
BipM — | KOXXHWM | KOXXHa 3 Hac NOK/INKaHi
npuMMaTK y4yacTb y UboMy npoueci. Ocb
TaK NpaBoOC/fiaBHi pO3YyMil0Tb EAHICTb
LlepkBn: BOHa NOBHICTIO NMPUCYTHSA Y
KOXHiln EBXapucTiliHin Npomagai. Le
MOHATTS - BiAMiHHE Bi4 3BMYAMNHOIo
noHATTA Pumo-Katonuubkoi LlepkBu, aka
pO3yMi€ €AHICTb LlepkBu B TOMY, WO
KoXkHa Mpomaga mana 6 nigumHaTucs
aBTopuTeToBi €nnckona Pumy, Manu.

CB. IrHaTi TakoX Hanucas AekifibKka
MocnaHb Ao LlepkoB, npeacTtaBHUKU AKNX
BiTasM MOro no Aopo3i 40 NOro My4yeHu4ol
cMepTi B PUMIi 3a Haka3oM iMnepaTtopa
TpasiHa, TOMY LWO BiH BiAMOBUBCS
MPUHOCUTU XEePTBY iA0NaM, K BUMaras
6yB TpasiH. € nuctu go EdecsH,
MarHessaH, TpansaH, ®inagenbd’saH Ta
CMUpPHSH, 9K Takox oanH Ao Cs.
Monikapna, cniB-y4Ha CB. IBaHa, AKui
JeLwo nisHiwe Hacnigyeas IrHaTia y
MydeHunuTsi B PumMi. Ui MocnaHHsa ginwnm
[0 Hac i € BaX/IMBUM J)KepesioM
borocnos’s, ik TaKOX CBig4YEHHS Npo
BNnacTueoCTi LlepkBn B nepliomy i
Apyromy Biui.

Xpuctmnsaxu 3ycrtpidanu Cs. IrHaTia B
noposi go Pumy 3 Benukotw nwbos’to, sK
TaKOX 3i CMYTKOM 3 Orns4y Ha AyMKY npo
Te, WO BTpPaTATb Moro 3ybam aAMKux 3BipiB
y Pumi. Yyemo Bigromin cnis Nocnopaa
Icyca po MeTpa, Konu Toh HaMaraBcs
BiABepHYTM Moro Bia Po3n’sTTs B
Epycannmi, y cnosax Cs. IrHaTig go

St. Ignatius played a crucial role in the
development of the Church of Christ. He
it was who articulated the Orthodox
perspective on the nature of the Church.
He said it is a community gathered
together around its Bishop (or his
representative, the Priest) to celebrate
the Mystery of the Lord’s Table, the Holy
Eucharist, thereby manifesting the
unending presence of the Lord in the
midst of His people in this world - which
is thereby inextricably united to the
Kingdom which is to come. This
Kingdom, we profess, is already
continuously manifesting in the world
here and now if we but had the eyes to
see it — and each of us is called to
participate in this process. Such is the
Orthodox view of the unity of the Church
- fully manifest in each Eucharistic
community, each Hromada. This differs
from the usual Roman Catholic view of
the unity of the Church as dependent
upon each community being under the
authority of the Bishop of Rome.

St. Ignatius also wrote several Letters
(Epistles) to the Churches whose
representatives greeted him en route to
his martyrdom in Rome at the command
of Emperor Trajan, since he refused to
offer sacrifices to idols as Trajan had
required. There are letters to

the Ephesians, Magnesians, Trallians,
Philadelphians, and Smyrnaeans as well
as one to St. Polycarp, a fellow disciple
of St. John, who also followed Ignatius
in martyrdom in Rome. These Letters
have come down to us to this day and
are an important source of theology as
well as testimonies to the character of
the Church of the first and second
centuries.

As St. Ignatius made his way to Rome,
Christians greeted him with great love
as well as sorrow at the thought of
losing him to the teeth of the wild
beasts in Rome. Echoing the Lord’s
words to Peter, who sought to dissuade
Him from going up to Jerusalem to His
crucifixion, Ignatius wrote to the




PuMnsiH, aki 6axxanu BpATyBaTM NOro:
«botocs Balol 1acky, ska MOXe MeHi
nowkoanTn». BiH 6yB nepekoHaHun B
TOMY, WO ocnogb yXxe nepemir
Hanbinbworo Bopora, CMepTb, | BBaXas,
wo 6yab iKke HacCTaBNEeHHS KPiM pagiCHOro
NPUAHATTS rPAAydoro MydeHmuTBa — Le
3paja Ui CnaBHiN iCTUHI. TpasiH
po3paxoByBas Ha Te, Wwo Bua IrHaTiq,
KWW Mig OXOPOHOM ige Ao PuMy Ha
CMepTb HacTpaluUTb Hapo4 i BCi
nigganyTbCs BMMOram iMmnepartopa
MOKNOHATUCS TpaamuinHuM 6oram Pumy.
Ta cTtanocb sikpa3 Ha obopoT. Konu noyys
TpasH, gk 6naropoaHo NpunHAB IrHaTIn
MYy4YeHUYy cMepTb NpnbnmsHo B p. 107, TO
BiH NPUNUHUB nepecnigyBaHHS XpUCTUSH
3a 4yac CBOro BOJIOAIHHA.

Y TpaauuinHin Ikoni Cs. IrHaTis, 6a4ynmMo
MOro B NOBHOMY APXMEPENCHLKOMY
obnayveHHi, a HOCKTb BiH ABa NeBwn, AKi
Haye 6 To 36mMpatoTbCs NMoxepTn Noro. Ta
Moro nornsaa CnokiHWiN, a TO HaBiTb
padiCHMI — BiH HEHa4e TaHUIE, Haraydy
MonynasipHy Cy4yacHy MNicHO (@HrincbKoto
MoBow) «locnoaa TaHuto» (“Lord of the
Dance”).

Cs. IrHaTito AHTIOXilicbkunii, Monun bora 3a
Hac, wob i M1 nparHynn perynsapHo
BYawlaTu Ha ocnoaHio Tpanesy - TyTy
LbOMYy CBITi i B Pato. Hexan 6yae HawnMm
6a)kaHHSAM 3aBXAW BigAaBaTU BCe CBOE
€CTBO BASAYHOMY Ta pafiCHOMY CIYXHHIOI
HawoMy [ocnoaesi, Akni yce BigaaB HaM
y CBoiin ntoboBi Ta 6e3MexHOMy
Munocepato. AMiHb.

Romans who wanted to save him: "I
fear your kindness, which may harm
me". He was convinced that the Lord
had overcome the greatest enemy.
death, and he viewed any attitude other
than joyful acceptance of his impending
martyrdom as a betrayal of this glorious
truth. Trajan had counted on the sight of
Ignatius being marched by soldiers to
his death in Rome as a means of
inspiring fear and submission to his
command to worship the gods of Rome
in the populace. The very opposite
thing happened. After Ignatius’ death
around the year 107, Trajan, upon
hearing of his noble acceptance of
martyrdom, halted the persecution of
Christians during his reign.

In the Icon that is traditionally written of
him, St. Ignatius is shown in fully vested
in Bishop’s liturgical vestments, bearing
two lions who seem about to devour
him. His demeanor is peaceful, even
joyous - his posture even suggests that
he is dancing, recalling to contemporary
Christians the popular song the “Lord of
the Dance”.

St. Ignatius of Antioch, pray for us that
we, too, might yearn to feast regularly
at the Lord’s Table here upon earth and
in Paradise. May our desire ever be to
offer our whole being in grateful and
joyous service to our Lord, Who has
given everything to us in His love and
boundless mercy. Amen.




