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CB. [lioHicin 3akiH¢pCcbknn

St. Dionysius of Zakynthos

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«Bbo>knii 4OJI0BiK BCIEIO CHMITOO
BigcTroroBaB cBi¥i NpMPoOAHiINA CMYTOK i
CrOKYCY NMOMCTHUTUCS 3a 3J/I04UH.
Hcnigyroum Xpucra, Silknii npocras
CBoiM Boporam i monnBecs 3a CBOix
rHob6ureniB, BiH NpuMiHAB yTikaJya 3i
cniBYyTTSAM, 3aMOKOIB K/iOro, 3aKJInKaB
HMoro Ha NokasiHHs i 3axoBaB HOro y
BigaaneHin kenii.» (YpmnBok i3
CunHakcapis)

HacTynus HoBuin pik! Hexan npuHece Ham
pagocTi Ta cnokoto y focnogi Ta nnigHoi
npaui B Moro BuHorpagHuky — B LlbOMY
4YyOBOMY CBITi, AKoro BiH cTBOpUB i3
NSIaHOM Ta MOKIMMKAHHAM NS KOXHOro 3
Hac.

Konu 3akiHuyBaBcst MuHynum pik, 30-ro
rpygHs (a ue Bignosigae 17-my rpygHa Ha
toniaHcbkoMy KaneHaapi) Liepkea
CBATKyBarna HapoaxeHHs go Heba
Benukoro Myxa Boxoro, Cesatutens
[ioHicisi 3 rpeubkoro octpoea 3akiHda.

A 6yB Oyxe 3BOpPYLUEHUI AeKiNbKa poOKiB
TOMY, OOBigaBLWINCE NPO Hag3BMYaWHUA aKT

"[T]he man of God resisted with all
his strength his natural grief and
the temptation to avenge the crime.
Imitating Christ, Who pardoned his
enemies and prayed for His
persecutors, he received the fugitive
with compassion, comforted him,
exhorted him to repent and hid him
in an out-of-the-way cell.” (From
The Synaxarion)

A new year has dawned! May it bring us
joy and peace in the Lord and fruitful
work in His vineyard, this beautiful world
that He has made with a plan and
vocation for each of us.

As last year drew to a close on
December 30 (it corresponds to
December 17 on the Julian calendar) the
Ecclesia (the Church) celebrated the
birthday into Heaven of a great Man of
God, St. Dionysius of the Greek island of
Zakynthos.

I was greatly impressed many years ago
to learn of the forgiveness shown by St.
Dionysius. This happened when a
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npotlueHHa Ca. [lioHiciem, konu
nepecTpalleHnin BTikay npubir 4o noro
MoHacTups wykatoum NpUTynok. 3a HAM
rHanmcs poaudi 4YorsoBika, SIKoro BiH youB.
PosnuTtasLum noro npo crnpasy, LioHicin
3p0O3yMiB, O YOMTUIA - Lie noro pigHun 6pat
KoHcTaHTuH. | TO Taku 4rneHu noro BnacHoi
pOOMHM CKOPO Micns uboro npnbynu 4o
MoHacTups wykatoum B6msLto. CBATELb
nonnakas 3 HUMWU. A oHaK He BUaaB
BTikaya, a nocnae ix B iHWWNA HANpsiMoK. |
TOAi AaB HacTaBIIEHHS YOMNOBIKOBI, AKOro
XWUTTS BiH TAKUM YNHOM YPSTYBaB i NpYBIB
Noro Ao poskasiHHs. A nNoTiM nocnas nUoro
Tyau, O€ Mir XX1Tu B CNOKoK. [1exTo Kaxe,
O Len YOrmoBiK NOTiM camM CTaB MOHAXOM.

Take rnmboke HacnigyBaHHA lcycoBoro
MPOLLIEHHS TUM, KOTPi «HE 3Hat0Tb, L0 BOHU
4nHATE» (Jlykn 23:34) morno Bunnueatu
TifbKKW 3 AywWi TICHO NoeaHaHin 3 [xepenom
Bciel Jlto6oBi Ta Munocepasi. MoToOpoOLUHO
HaM HaBiTb NogymaTu Npo Te, LWob
nepexuTtu nogibHe BunpoboOByBaHHS, ane €
reponchbki AyLi, ki ocararoTb Taki JyXOBHI
nepemorun. BoHu - Ti, koTpmx Nocnoab
Ha3nBae 6naXxeHHNMU MUPOTBOPLSIMU,
KOTpi «cHamu (1 govkamu — itok) Boxxumm
Ha3ByTbCcA» (MaTBia 5:9), ToMy L0 Tak
JOCKOHaro BUABMAIOTb BoXXeCTBEHHi SAKOCTi
OTug csoro.

MoTiM y MOHpearibCbKOMY pecTopaHi, AKoro
BTACHUKK NOXOAWnn 3 ocTpoBa 3akiHda,
skoro CB. [lioHicin € NokpoButenem,
JoBifgaBcs npo 1Moro ganblui yyaa, aKi
3006ynn 4na HeOro Ha3By «X04A40r0
CaToro». Xou BiH yrnokoiscs B bosi B p.
1624, noro mouyi (Tino) AOHWHI HETNiHHI, i
OyBaloTb AHi, KONM HE MOXHA BiAYMHUTH
paky, B AKOMYy BOHM criovmBatoTb. Konum
noTim BigKpmBatoTh il To, ByBae iHoAj, WO
3HAXo0OATb HA MOro caHaanax nicok Ta
MOPCbKi pOCNUHN — B0 X BiH MaHApyBaB Mo
CBOEMY OCTPOBI YnHAYM Jo6pi aina. Ak
6yBae 3i CB. CnnpnaoHoM (SKoro
nomuHaemo 12/25 rpyaHs — Ha Pisggo 3a
Hoeum Ctunem!), yac Big yacy tpeba
3MiHOBaTK 1oro caHaani. MNpuragas Toaj,
LLIO KOMK A NpUNoXmBcsa 6yB, KONMUCb Ha

frightened fugitive came to his
monastery to seek refuge from the
family of a man he had killed. Upon
further inquiry Dionysius found that the
victim was his own brother, Constantine.
It was members of his own family who
came to the monastery soon after. After
weeping with them, the Saint
nonetheless sent them off in another
direction. He then admonished the man
whose life he had saved, brought him to
repentance and sent him off to where he
would be safe. Some say that eventually
this man became a Monk himself.

Such heartbreaking imitation of Jesus’
forgiveness of those who “do not know
what they do” (Luke 23:34), could only
come from a soul in close union with the
Source of all Love and Compassion. One
shudders at the thought of such a test,
yet there are heroic souls that do obtain
such spiritual victories. They are those
whom our Lord called blessed
peacemakers who “will be called the
sons (and daughters - igk) of God”
(Matthew 5:9), i.e. because they so
perfectly manifest the Divine qualities of
their Father.

Later, at a Montreal restaurant whose
owners hailed from the island of
Zakynthos (of which St. Dionysius is the
patron) I heard about his on-going
miracles, which have earned him the
name of “Walking Saint”. Although he
reposed in the Lord in 1624, his relics
are incorrupt, and there are times when
the reliquary where he reposes can not
be opened. When it is, they say that
sometimes sand and seaweed are found
on his sandals - for he has been walking
about the island doing his good works.
And as with St. Spiridon of Tremithus
(commemorated December 12/25 -
Gregorian Christmas day!), his sandals
need to be replaced from time to time. I
recalled venerating a reliquary with one
of these sandals in the early 70’s, in the
Greek Orthodox Church of the Holy
Trinity which once stood near the corner
of Sherbrooke and St. Laurent in
Montreal. I remember that I experienced




noyaTky 70-ux pokis, 40 penikBapis, B
AKOMY 3HAXOOAUBCHA OAMH Takui caHaan y
rpeubkin Llepksi CB. Tponui, Wwo konncb
3Haxogunacs Ha posi Bynuub LLlepbpyk Ta
CaH JlopaH y MoHpeani, To s 6yB Big4yB
SKeCb AMBHE NiAHECEHHS, XO4 HIYOro Lie He
3HaB NPO HLOIO.

Cs. [ioHicin HapoamnBcsa Ha TOMY X OCTPOBI,
sikoro BiH € [NokpoButenem i O6opoHuem B
1546-my p. ane noro poamHa (Cirypoc)
noxoguna 3 ltanii (voro matun 6yna 3
uapcbkoro poay) Ta HopmaHgaii yepes
BeHeuito. Moro oxpectus [iparanirom (Le
iM'Al 3BY4NTb CMNOB’SHCbKMM) CBALLEHNK,
AKMM cam noTiM ByB KaHOHI30BaHWI CBATUM
— i g0 pevi Tex cTaB «xogaunm CBATUMY.
Lle 6yB Cs. epacum, HoBuin AckeT 3
KedpanoHii (ynokoieca 15/28

cepnHs 1579 p). LioHicin 3go6ys
npekpacHy OCBITYy Ta B Bili 21 niT nocTynus
y Ctpochaacbkunin MoHacTup, po3gasLumn BCi
CBOI 3eMHi BriacHocTi. [locTpurnn noro B
YeHui 3 iM’am [anuin, a noTimM i noctasmnnu
B caH CesweHuka B 1577 p.

Konu BiH 6yB B goposi o Cs. 3emni
Apxuennckon AdiHcbknin HnkaHop ynpocus
noro, wob ctaB €NNCKONOM rpeLbKoro
ocTtpoBa EriHu (ae noTim 3acssB CBATICTIO
iHWKWN YrogHuk — Hektapin
MeHTanonbCbkni, KM ByB KEPIBHUKOM
XKIHOYOro MoHacTups B nepLwin usepTi 20-ro
CTOMITTS 4O CBOrO YNOKOEHHS). CnyXiHHSA
Cs. [ioHicia Tyt 3006yno Takui posronoc
yepes vygecHi Hacnigku noro MonuTos Ta
©narocrnoBeHHs, Lo BiH HEBAOB3i MONpPOCUB
i OTpMMaB 403BiN NOBEPHYTUCA 0
BiAHOCHOIO CMOKO PiAHOro OCTpoBa, A€
CnyXuB K yniobneHmn Apxmnactmp ax o
cBoro ynokoeHHs 17/30 rpygHsa 1622 p..

LlikaBum € wo konu Npeupka Liepksa Cs.
Mukonas B M. Hio Mopky 6yna sHuwiena 11-
ro sepecHs 2001, konu Bnanu Ha Hel ABa
xmapogepu CBITOBOro LEHTpy TOpriBsii, TO
chnacnucb TinbKK ABa cBiTowi: XpecT i
nanepoBa lkoHa Ce. [lioHicis. Yum ue He
npuragka npo cuny NpoLLeHHs NPUHOCUTU

a sense of exaltation without even
knowing anything about him.

St. Dionysius was born on the island of
which he is the patron and protector in
1546, but his family (Sigouros) hailed
from Italy (his mother was of the royal
household) and Normandy through
Venice. He was baptized Draganigos
(curiously sounds like a Slavic name) by
a priest who was himself to be
canonized - and who also became a
“"Walking Saint”. It was Gerasimus the
New Ascetic of Cephalonia (reposed
August 15/28, 1579). He obtained an
excellent education and at the age of 21
he entered the Monastery of
Strophades, having given away all of his
earthly possessions. He was tonsured a
monk with the name of Daniel and
ordained a priest in 1577.

While en route to the Holy Land,
Dionysius was prevailed upon by
Archbishop of Athens, Nikanoros, to
accept to be Bishop of the Greek Island
of Aegina (later graced by another Saint,
Nektarios of Pentapolis, who was the
spiritual director of a woman’'s
monastery there in the early part of the
20" century until his repose). His
ministry there won such acclaim due to
the miraculous effects of his prayers and
blessings that he soon sought and was
given permission to return to the
relative tranquility of his native island
where he presided as a beloved
Archpastor of his flock until his repose
on December 17/30, 1622.

A final note: the Greek Orthodox Church
of St. Nicholas in New York City was
destroyed on September 11, 2001,
when the two buildings of the World
Trade Centre collapsed upon it. Two
relics were recovered: a Cross and a
paper Icon of St. Dionysius. A reminder
of the power of forgiveness to bring
about peace and harmony?




cnokin Ta gobpo?




