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St. Brigid of Ireland
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~Konn Tu npnéynu no BiyHoro Nopopa
i 3'aBnnacsa nepen TBoiM
Bbo)xecTBeHHUM XXeHUXOM, HOCAUYU
BiHeUb AiBcTBa, T 3aTpMMana cBoro
06iusHKyY naMm’aTatm Tux, Wo Ao Tebe
BparoTbea.” (3 Tponapsa Ce. Bpvxuri)

JeHb 14-ro NTOro 3a rpuropiaHCbKmMM
kaneHgapem (ue X 1-ro nToro 3a
F01iaHCbKNM), KON 3BUYaNHO
BiA3HauytoTb JeHb CB. BaneHTuHa (deHb
NPUIAHAB CBOKO Ha3BY BiAd XpUCTUAHCbLKOIo
MyueHunka 3-ro cronitra, CeaweHnka C..
BaneHTnHa), Takox € NMpa3HMKOM CNaBHOI
IpnaHacekoi CeaToi, NMpenogobHoi
BpumxunTtn KingepcbKoi.

Ha ii CBSTO 3a rpuropiaHCbKnm
KkaneHgapem, To6To 1-ro noToro, ipnaHaui
TaKOX CBATKYOTb ,IM6oNK”, aeHb Konu
3MMa NOYMHAE NiIAKOPATUCS BECHI. 3Biacu
MOXe N noxoamuTb cekynsapHe “CBATO
Bopcyka” - “Groundhog Day”, sake
Big3HavatoTb y KaHagi Ta CLUA Ha
HaCTYMNHWUN AeHb - 2-T0 NTOro. 3 UuM

“"When thou didst arrive in the
Eternal City and appear before thy
Divine Spouse, wearing the crown of
virginity, thou didst keep thy
promise to remember those who
have recourse to thee.” (From the
Troparion to St. Brigid)

The day February 14 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is February 1 on the
Julian Calendar), on which it is common
to celebrate Valentine’s Day (named
after a Christian martyr of the third
century, the priest St. Valentine), is also
the Feast of a famous Irish Saint, the
Venerable Brigid (Bridget, Brigitte or
Bride are the same names) of Kildare,
as celebrated according to the Julian
Calendar.

Her Gregorian Feastday, February 1, is
also celebrated by the Irish as “Imbolc”,
the day when winter begins to give way
to spring. This may be the origin of the
tradition of Groundhog Day celebrated in
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aAHeM cnisnagace i Ceato CTpiTeHHS
Nocnoga Haworo Icyca Xpucta y XpaMi 3a
rpuropiaHCbKMM KaneHgapem. YKpaiHui
nepeBaxHoO CBATKYKTb MOro Ha 15-ro
notoro (ue X 2-ro JIDTOro 3a MiSHCbKUM
KasieHdapeMm), i KaxyTb, WO came B Len
AeHb 31MMa 3yCTPIiYaETbCHA 3 BECHOIO.

Haskono CB. Bpunxntun, Ky Takox 3BYTb
~Mapieto enis” ("Mary of the Gael”) €
pi3Hi nereHan. 3HaxoasTb 3B'A3KM MiX
Hew i KenbTCbKO 6oruHero noesii Ta
NiKyBaHHS, 9Ka Ma€ noAibHe iM'qa, a
3Ha4iHHgA Noro - ,BenunyHa”. bpuxnta
Hapoawunacs 6nmnsbko 450 p. B ceni
®dorrapT B okpy3i J1aBT B IpnaHaii oTamaHy
Oy6Ttaxy (Qaddi) i noro pabuni Bpoueci
(no-renbcbkomy , Broiseach”, wo i
o3Hauae ,,6opcyk”). [leaki nepegaHHs
KaxyTb, WO ii OXpecTns cam crnasHum CB..
MaTpik. Konu BOHa noyyna mnoro
nponosiab, we éyay4n AiBYMHOK, BOHA
Brasia B eKCTas i CKoOpo Mo LboMy
BUpilIMNA UINKOBUTO NOCBATUTK cebe
CnyxiHHto Borosi.

e 6yayun antuHoto, BpumxuTta byna ayxe
weapoto go 6igHux i Bigaaeana iM Bce, WO
TiNbKK MoOrna, Tak Lo, 36eHTeXXeHnn uumM,
6aTbko 6yB AOCUTb pagui, KON BOHa
3anuwmna noro AiM i ctana yepHuueto. Ii
noctpur nnemiHHuk Cs. MNMaTpika, Cs. Men
ApAarcbKunii, SKMn 3aMByBaBCs
nob6ayunBLLM BOFHEHHMW CTOBM, WO CTOSIB
Hag i ronoBoto, i NoOKNMKas ii NepLo 40
NMOCTPUry, XO4Y BOHa 3i CKpOMHOCTI byna
CTana OCTaHHbLOI B 4Yep3i aiB4yar.

BoHa ckopo 3acHyBania MOHacTup Ha
3eMni, Ky aaB ii oTaMaH, kuii 6yBs
CKa3as, L0 BOHA MOXe MaTu CTi/ibKH,
CKiNlbKM 3MOXe 3aKpuTK CBOIM MNnaLleM.
Konun BoHa 3H4M1a nnawia To BiH YyAecHOo
poO3WMPUBCA | MOKPUB 12 akpiB 3eMni i
34MBOBaHMIA OTaMaH pajo Bigaas il Uk
3emnto0. MoHacTup 3Bascsa Kinn dapa -
CbOroAiHi TYT 3HaxoanTbcAa MicTo Kinaep
(3HauviHHg cnosa ,Llepkea - ay6”).

Mix 6araTbMa yygamu, SKNUX NPUNUCYIOTb
CB. BpyXuTi € BigYNHEHHS o4en cnini
yepHuui dapi, wob BoHa Morsa nobaunTu

Canada and the United States the next
day - on February 2. This, coincidentally,
is the Feast of the Presentation (or
Meeting) of Our Lord in the Temple on
the Gregorian Calendar. Ukrainians
generally celebrate this Feast on
February 15, according to the Julian
Calendar, calling it “Stritennya”, and
affirm that this is the day that winter
meets spring.

There are numerous legends
surrounding St. Brigid, who is also called
“Mary of the Gael”. Connections are
noted between her and the Celtic
goddess of poetry and healing who had
a similar name - which means “exalted
one”. Brigid was born about 450 in
Faughart in County Louth in Ireland to a
chieftain named Dubtach (Duffy) and
one of his slaves, Brocessa (or
Broiseach, which actually means
“badger”). Some traditions say she was
baptized by St. Patrick himself. When
she heard him preach as a young girl
she fell into an ecstacy and shortly
thereafter made up her mind to devote
herself completely to the service of God.

As a child Brigid was very generous to
the poor, giving away all she could, to
the dismay of her father, who was quite
happy when she left to become a nun.
She was tonsured by St. Mel of Ardagh,
St. Patrick’s nephew, who was amazed
to see a pillar of fire appear above her
head and told her she would be the first
to receive tonsure even though she, out
of humility, had taken her place at the
very end of the line of girls awating
tonsure.

She soon established a monastery on
land given her by a chieftain who had
said she could have as much as her
cloak could cover. When she took it off it
miraculously expanded to cover 12 acres
and the astonished chieftain happily
gave it to her. The monastery was called
Cill Dara, today the site of the town of
Kildare (it means “the Church of the




Kpacy Bo)oro cTBOpiHHSA, NpoO SKYy
po3KasyBana in bpuxuta, NosiCHOLUK,
WO BOHA — 03HakKa HEBMMOBHOI Kpacu
LlapcTtBa HebecHoro. [Japa nornsHyna
HaBKOJ10, @ ToAi cTana npocuTn bpmxmnty
nomMonnTucs, wob ii oui 3HoBY
3aumHuMnucs, wob uen 3ip He MaB CUIn
BiABONiKaTK ii yBary Bia AyXOBHOro
CnornagaHHs rpsaay4voro npekpacHoro
LlapcTtea.

CB. BpwxuTy noBaxanu gk CeATy we 3a ii
XUTTS. A KON BOHA ycHyna B ocnoai 1-
ro nwTtoro, 525 p., oTpumasLwmn CeATI
TaiHcTBa 3 pyk CB. HiHiga, 1o rioro no
LUbOMY 3aBXAW 3Hanu, sk ,Hiniga Yncroi
Pykun”, TOMy LLO Le 3 NOro pyKu BOHa
oTpuMana uto HebecHy NoxuBey,
NiAroTOBASKOYMCDL Ha CBIl BiaXi4 A0
LlapctBa bBoxoro.

Ii Mmowi 3HaxoaaTbCS B Xpami B J1i360oHi a
Takox y Xpami CB. bpwxutn B Qybnini,
Kyau ix npuHecnn B 1929 p. Ii cunbHo
WaHYOTb | MicueBi NnpaBocnasHi 1
KaTO/IMKU. 1O HMHI iICHYE 3BMYan TKaTH
XpecTtn 3 TPOCTUHU Y LEN A€Hb, | MU
MoXXeMo nobauuTu nogibHoro Xpecra B
pyui CB. Bpm>XnUTtn Ha IKOHI Ha Hawomy
BebcanTi. BoHa TakoXX TpMMaE NOCyANHY 3
BOrHeM 3a AaBHiM ip/laHACBKUM 3BUYAEM
AOrnsAaTh CBSWEHHU BOMHUK.
XPUCTUSHN TaKOX yBa)atoTb BOrOHb, SIK
cumBon CB. Ayxa, nobosi Mix borom i
Woro cTeopiHHAM Ta CsiTna XpucToBoro,
sIKe MPOCBIYYE CBIT, KNI 3aTEMHEHUN
rpixom.

JltoboB, Ky MM NpocnaBaseMo Ha [eHb
Cs. BaneHTnHa, OCBAYYETLCS TUM, LLLO MU
ii nocBauyemo Nocnogesi /to6os.i, Icycosi,
SKoro nponoBiayTb i SikoMy cnyxaTb CB.
Bpwxuta i 6e3niy iHWnXx Boxnx
yrogHukis. Hexain xe us nto6oB npoceivye
i nigcunioe Hac HacnigysaTtu CeB. BpuxuTy,
Hamaratumcb nposensaTu HebecHe
LlapcTBO CbOroAHi - TYT Xe B LbOMY CBITi.
AMiHb.

Oak”).

Among the many miracles attributed to
St. Brigid are the opening of the eyes of
a blind nun named Dara so she could
see the beauty of God’s creation which
Brigid had been describing to her as a
foreshadowing of the indescribable
beauty of the Heavenly Kingdom. Dara
gazed around her and then asked Brigid
to pray that her eyes might be shut
again so that she would not be
distracted by what she saw from
contemplating the beauty of that
Kingdom to come.

St. Brigid was esteemed as a most holy
person of God while she was alive and
when she fell asleep in the Lord on
February 1, 525, having received the
Holy Mysteries from St. Ninnidh, he was
known ever after as “Ninnidh of the
Clean Hand” since it was by his hand
that she had received this heavenly food
in preparation for her departure to the
Kingdom.

Her relics are to be found in a Church in
Lisbon as well as in the Church of St.
Brigid in Dublin, where they were
brought in 1929. She greatly revered by
Catholics but by the local Orthodox as
well. There is a tradition to weave
Crosses from rushes on this day and we
may see St. Brigid holding one in the
Icon on our website. She is also holding
a container with fire in keeping with the
ancient Irish tradition of tending a
sacred flame. Christians, too, see fire as
the symbol of the Holy Spirit, of the love
which continually links God and His
creation, and as the Light of Christ
which enlightens the world darkened by
sin.

The love we celebrate on Valentine's
Day is made holy as we dedicate it to
the Lord of Love, Jesus, whom Brigid
and countless other holy ones proclaim
and serve. May this love enlighten and
energize us to imitate St. Brigid in
seeking to manifest the Heavenly




Kingdom here and now in this world.
Amen.
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