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Cs. boronin, AuTnHa-
CxuMmoHax 3 HopHoro fApy
nia AcTtpaxaHHIO

St. Bogolep, Child
Schemamonk of Chornyy
Yar near Astrakhan

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw

kutash@unicorne.org

«lycTiTb AiToKk A0 MeHe npuxoauTw, i He
OOpoOHiITb iM, 60 Takmx LlapcTtBo Boxe!
Monpasai kaxy Bam: XTo Boxoro
LlapcTBa He npuime, HEMOB Te AUTSA, TON
y HboOro He BBinge.» (Mapka 10:14-15)

Y geHb 11 cepnHsa 3a
["puropiaHcbkMM kaneHgapem (ue x 29
NUMNHSA 3a toniaHcbkum) LlepkBa cBATKye
came He3Bu4amHoro CBATOro - 7-piyHOro
CxunmoHaxa, Cs. boronina (crnos'aHCbKuiA
nepeknag rpeubkoro «Teonpeniocy, Wo
o3Hauvae «bora rigHun») 3i cena (iHogi ue
6yno micto) YopHoro Apy, skux 266
KinomeTpiB Bif pOCINCbKOro micta
AcTpaxaHi. Lle »x He3Bn4HO ansa guTUHU B 7
niT ctatn YeHuewm (i HaBiTb CXxMMOHaxom —
Len e caH 3a3Bunyan gaetbca MoHaxy
He3a[o0Bro 40 YNOKOEHHS B [focnogi,
OCKiNbKu BiH nepegbavae NoBHY BigMOBY
BiJ BMAMMOrO CBITY, WOO6 npuegHaTuca oo
HeBuammoro Llapctea HebecHoro).

IcHye we ogHe Haa3BuYanHe
NMUTaHHSA NoB's3aHe 3 manum boroninom:

“Let the little children come to Me, and
do not forbid them; for of such is the
kingdom of God. Assuredly, | say to you,
whoever does not receive the kingdom
of God as a little child will by no means
enter it.” (Mark 10:14-15)

On August 11 according to the
Gregorian Calendar (which is July 29
according to the Julian) the Church
celebrates a most unusual Saint — a 7-year-
old Schemamonk, St. Bogolep (the Slavonic
translation of the Greek Theoprepios, which
means “God-worthy”) of the village (at times
it has been a city) of Chornyy Yar (literally
Black Ravine), some 266 kilometers from
the Russian city of Astrakhan. It is unusual
for a child of 7 to become a Monk (and even
a Schemamonk which is usually conferred
upon Monks shortly before their falling
asleep in the Lord, since it implies total
renunciation of the visible world to join the
invisible Kingdom of Heaven).

There is another extraordinary
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MOro YacTi Hegyrn 9ki HapewTi npu3eenn oo
MNOro YnoKoeHHA B KOPOTKOMY Haci nicns
oTpuMaHHa Cxemun. Mn YynTaemo B KHUSI
npopoka Icai (53:4) npo Mecito (XpucTa):
«Hanpasay *x BiH HeMo4i Hawli y34B i HaLi
Ooni noHic», Wo B €BaHrenii Big MaTBis
(8:17) nepepaetbes, sK: «BiH y35AB HaLwi
HeMoui, i Hegyrn noHic». Lli cnosa NocnogHi
3aBxau cnpunmanucs, sk bibninHa ocHoBa
CnyXiHHA LlepkBu y 3uineHHo Tina sk i
AyLi, WO YiTKko nposaBnsieTbcs B CBATOMY
TaiHcTBi MponomasaHHs. Ak BUgHoO 3
lNucanHs, wo Nocnogb Cam He MoHic HaLui
HeMOui 1 XBopobu BNacHUMM
3axBOPIOBAHHAMM, ki TypbytoTh Moro
CTBOPIHHSA Nicna rpixonadiHHA. SCHO TakoX,
Lo B KiHUeBoMYy niacymky boxa sonsa ans
CBOro CTBOpPIHHA He BKIOYaE XBOPOOU Ta
cTpaxgaHHs. CMILLHO HaBiTb yaBUTU CODI,
wob MNocnogb Haw Icyc Xpuctoc, Akui
BTiNtoe Bonto boxy i pobutb Te, Wwo BiH
6aunTb Moro OTeupb pobuts (IBaHa 5:19),
NPULLIOB A0 NIOAMHM 340POBOI | 3pobuB i — i
3anuwmB it — xBopoto! | Bce X xBopoba €
YaCTMHOK HaLIOT pearibHOCTi B LIbOMY CBITi
nicns rpixonagiHHA. Moxe 6yTu, Moro
Ce4rTi, gKi Tepnnaye HeCyTb CBOKO HEMIY B
LLbOMY CBITi, 4OKM Ha3aBXaun 3BiNbHATLCS
Big Hel, KONM 3acHyTb, TOGTO HApPOAATLCH Y
HeBuauMme (onsa Hac) Lapcteo HebecHe, B
AKiCb Mipi MpuiAMaroTb yyacTb y Moro
CNYXiHHI HECEHHS HaLlol HeMoui?

Cs. boronln Hapoauscsa y Mocksi
2/12 TpaBHs (B ToN Yac KoniaHCbkui
kaneHgap 6yB Tinbkn 10 gHiB No 3agi
COHSI4HOTrO - ["puropiaHcLKOro kaneHgaps),
1647 p. (eski XKumis kaxyTb 1660 p., B
TOM Yac K HaA3BUYANHO KOPUCHUN |
BMYepnHuM kaneHgap Ce.. NepmaHa (Saint
Herman Calendar) nogae pik roro
YNOKOEHHS, Kk 1632). Moro 6aTbkamm 6ynu
Axis i KatepuHa Ywakosu. BiH noginse
CBOE Mpi3BULLLE 3i 3HAMEHUTUM POCIACBKUM
reHepanom ®egopem denoposnymnm
Ywakosum (1745-1817), sakmin y B 2004 p.
6yB kaHOHiI30BaHUN PocincbKkoro
lMpaBocnasHoto Llepksoto, gk MNpaBegHum
BoiH ®eopop. ANTATKO oxpecTunm
Bopucom.

Axie Jlyknd Yiwakos 6yB

matter linked with little Bogolep: his frequent
infirmities which finally culminated in his
falling asleep shortly after receiving the
Schema. We read in the Book of the
Prophet Isaiah (53:4) of the Messiah
(Christ): “Surely He has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows”, which in the
Gospel of Matthew (8:17) is rendered as:
“He Himself took our infirmities and bore our
sicknesses.” These proclamations have
ever been received as a major Scriptural
mandate for the Church to exercise its
ministry of healing of bodies as well as
souls, which is clearly manifest in the Holy
Mystery of Anointing. It is clear from the
Scriptures that our Lord Himself did not bear
our infirmities and sicknesses by suffering
Himself from the many diseases which
plague His creation after the Fall. It is also
clear that God’s ultimate will for His creation
does not include illness and suffering. It is
absurd to even imagine our Lord Jesus,
Who embodies God’s will and does what He
sees His Father doing(John 5:19), coming
upon a person who was well and making
them — and leaving them —ill. And yet
illness is part of our reality in this world after
the Fall. May it be that His Holy Ones, who
patiently bear their infirmities in this world,
before shedding them forever upon falling
asleep, i.e. being born again into the
invisible (to us) Kingdom of Heaven, do in
some way patrticipate in His ministry of
bearing our infirmities?

St. Bogolep was born in Moscow on
May 2/12 (at that time the Julian Calendar
was only 10 days behind the solar-
Gregorian calendar), 1647 (some Vitae say
1660, while the enormously useful and
exhaustive Saint Herman Calendar gives
the year of his falling asleep as 1632). His
parents were James (Yakov) and Katherine
(Ekaterina) Ushakov. He shares his
surname with the eminent Russian General
Fyodor Fyodorovich Ushakov (1745-1817)
who was canonized as the Righteous
Warrior Theodore by the Russian Orthodox
Church in 2004. He was baptized Boris.

Yakov Lukich Ushakov was named
Governor of Chornyy Yar several years after




npusHaveHui rybepHaTopom YopHoro Apy
yepes Kinbka pokiB Nicrsi HApPOLKEHHSA
cuHa. HagssrvyanHum xapaktep AuTaTka
WBWAKO cTaB odeBnaHMM. BiH BigmoBnaBcs
BiZ rpyden maTepi No cepenax i N'aTHAUAX,
OHi Nocty MNMpasocnasHoi Liepksun. A konu
BiH NOYYB A3BOHW, LLIO AaBanu 3HaTh npo
LlepkoBHi Bignpasw, BiH CTaB nfakaTtu, ax
OOKM Moro He 3aHecnu B Llepkay - i nnakas
BECb A€Hb, i BiMOBNSABCS Bif i, AKLO Le
He 6yno 3pobneHo. Y BiLi ABOX POKIB BiH Y
HbOro nosiBunacs BMpaska Ha Hoai. Konun x

BOHa 3aroinacs, To 1l 3aMiHUNW iHWi Heayru.

OpaHoro pasy MmaneHbknin bopuc no6aume
mMonogoro MoHaxa i 6yB HacTinNbku
BPaXXeHUN NOro ogsrom, Lo BiH CTaB
npocuTK 6aTbkiB, 106 3pobUnM NOAIGHUNA i
A4 HbOro, Ta 1 403BOSNIUAN NOMY MPUAHATH
YepHeuunn noctpur. «Bu cami nobaunte,
LLIO, SIK TiNbKM NOCTPMXKETE MEHE i 3pobute
MeHe rigHUM 0bpasy AHrenbCbKOro XnTTs,
TO A CTaHy 300pOBUMY», 3a8BUB BiH.

Tak BoHO 11 cTanocs. bopuc ctas
YeHuem Boroninom i moro Hemoui, AincHo,
Bigpasy X 3HMKaloTb. Ane Ha TpeTin aeHb
nicnsa ceoro noctpury,1/11 cepnHsa
(nam'aTanTe, WO Ha Ton Yac KOniaHCbKuiA
KaneHgap sigcrtasaBs nuwe Ha 10 gHiB -
CbOroJHi MOro NOMMHAEMO, SIK He OMBHO, Ha
29 nunHsA, Tak wWob ue 36iranoca 3 gaToro
11 cepnHsa 3a ['pUropiaHCLKNUM - COHAYHUM
KaneHgapeMm), manun CXumMoHax NoKMHYB
Lien CBIT y 3B'A3KYy 3 AUBHOK JIUXOMAHKOHO.
OcuporTini 6aTbkn NOXOPOHUNKN noro 6ins
aepeB'aHol LiepkBu BockpeceHHs B MICTi.
Hespgogsi nicnsa yporo 6yna nobynosaHa
Kannuusa Ha noro moruni. | noyanucs
yyaecHi 3uineHHs. Ce. boroninosi Takox
NPUNNCYOTb NOPATYHOK MicTa Big apMil
noscTaHuiB CteHkn PasiHa, Big TaTap Ta
BiZ Yymu.

Llap MockoBckkuin MNeTpo | Biasinas
MICTO, NOYYBLUM YYTKN NPO Te, LLO ANTUHA,
Cs. boronln maB 6yB 36epertu
cTapoobpsaaLiB Big aHTUXpPUCTA - Malo4um Ha
yBasi cebe. BiH Haka3aB 3pynHyBaTK
Kannuuto 11 [koHy, sika Gyna HanncaHa 3
marnoro CeaAToro, i 3a60poHMB BiANPaBnsATH
[MaHaxuaun Ha noro moruni. BiH Takox
Hakasas nepesect Bnaguky VMoakuma B

his son’s birth. The extraordinary character
of the babe quickly became evident. He
would refuse to nurse on Wednesdays and
Friday, the Orthodox Church’s fasting days.
And when he heard the Church bells ring to
announce Services he would cry until he
was brought to Church — and would cry all
day and refuse to eat unless this was done.
At the age of two he developed a lesion on
his foot. When this healed other infirmities
took its place. One day little Boris saw a
young Monk and his habit so impressed him
that he began to beg his parents to have
one made for him and to let him be tonsure.
“You will see for yourselves that, as soon as
you tonsure me and make me worthy of the
Angelic image, | will be healthy”, he
declared.

And so it came to pass. Boris
became the Monk Bogolep and his
infirmities did indeed immediately
disappear. But on the third day after his
tonsure, on August 1/11 (remember the
Julian Calendar was only 10 days behind at
the time — today his commemoration,
surprisingly enough, is on July 29 so that it
coincides with the Gregorian/solar calendar
date of August 11), the little Schemamonk
departed this world due to a mysterious
fever. The bereaved parents had him
interred beside the wooden Church of the
Resurrection in the town. A Chapel was
erected over his grave soon after. And
miraculous healings began. St. Bogolep
was also credited with saving the town from
the armies of the Rebel Stenka Razin, the
Tatars and the plague.

The Tsar of Moscow Peter | visited
the town, having heard rumours that the
child, St. Bogolep, was to save the Old
Believers from the Antichrist — referring to
himself. He ordered the destruction of the
Chapel and the Icon which had been written
of the little Saint, and forbade the serving of
Panakhydas at his tomb. He also ordered
the transfer of the Bishop, Joachim, to
another Diocese. Joachim continued his
veneration of St. Bogolep in the Diocese to
which he was transferred.




iHWYy Enapxito. Ta VMoakum npoaosxKms CBOE
waHyBaHHsA cesaToro boronln B Tin €napxii,
00 sKoi BiH OyB nepeHeceHu.

Kyneub CaBa TaTapuHOB Hanvcas
noro 2Kumie BUKOHYHOUUN LM OBITHULIKO HUM
3po6neHy nicnsa CBOro 3BiNIbHEHHSA 3 MOSTOHY
yepes 3acTynHuuTeo Ceartoro boronina. Y
1750 p. TpyHy AntnHm CeATUA NnepeHecnmn
B kam'aHy LlepkBy nobygoBaHy Ha MicLi
OepeB'sHOI | NOMICTUAN Nif CTOPOHHIM
BisTapem npucesyeHoro My4deHuky IBaHy
BoiHy. Tak sk Llepkea i micto 6ynu
nobyposaHi Ha 6epesi sipy (3Biacu n Ha3Ba)
BigOyBanocsi NnocTynoBe pO3MMBAHHS i
cTano HeobxigHUM nepeHecTn CBATOLLI 3
LlepkBn. TpyHa 6yna octaHHbo0 B 1851 p.
Ane Ha JaHU MOMEHT, KON TifNbKK
MiCbKWI ronosa B3sB 11 Y PyKn, BOHa
KOB3HyMa y Boau Bonru i 3Hukna.

Cs. boronin 3'aBnsiecs 6arato pas B
CHaxX i BUAIHHAX, 06 BTiLLATW CBOIX
noaen, Wwo BiH 3aBxaun byae 3 HUMK -
dyxosHo. Lo roro 3emHi MoLwi Tak 3HUKNK
Le, Moxe, BigobpakeHHs Noro
cMupeHHocTi. [pucyTHicTb y Liepksi Lboro
Marnoro He3BN4YHO NOCBSYEHOro YeHus
CNYXWUTb HaragyBaHHAM 6aTbKkam, Lo Le He
00CUTb, Wob gornsHyTn isnyHe
Gnaronony4ys i ocBiTy Hawaakis. Cs.
Boronln Haragye Ham, Lo AN NOBHOTU
XWUTTS, MU NOBUHHI TaKOX 3BEPHYTK yBary
Ha cripaBu HebecHi. Haw yac Tyt kopoTkui,
X04 61 1 NpOXMIM My BinbLue HidX CTO NiT.
BiH nporige wemako, a NoTiM MU NOBUHHI
niTh 3BiOcK - Tak camo SK HaBiTb i Boxka
MaTtun, go CesaTta YcniHHA SKOT MU
36upaemocs rotysaTnca noctom. [lasavre
nogymMaemo Hag UMM, Npuragyroum
HE3BNYaMHOIO ManeHbKOro Xrnomnyuka, aKun
NOBHICTO NpuceaTnB cebe borosi Byayun
e ANTUHOIO.

The merchant Savva Tatarinov wrote
his Vita in fulfillment of a vow he made upon
his liberation from captivity through the
intercession of St. Bogolep. In 1750 the
coffin of the Child Saint was transferred to a
stone Church built on the place of the
wooden one and was placed beneath a side
Altar dedicated to the Martyr John the
Soldier. Since the Church and town were
built on the bank of a ravine (hence its
name) there was a gradual erosion which
made it necessary to move the Holy objects
from the Church. The casket was the last
item to be moved in 1851. But at the
moment the city head took it in his hands, it
slid into the waters of the Volga and
disappeared.

St. Bogolep had appeared many
times in dreams and visions to console his
people that he would always be with them —
spiritually. That his earthly Relics so
disappeared may be a reflection of his
humility. The presence in the Church of this
diminutive, unusually dedicated little Monk
serves as a reminder to parents that it is not
enough to see to the physical well-being
and education of their offspring. St. Bogolep
reminds us that for our lives to be truly
fulfilled we must also give attention to the
things of Heaven, for our time here is short
even though we live for more than a
century. It will pass quickly and then we
must depart — as did even the Mother of
God for whose Dormition Feast we are
prepare by fasting. Let us ponder this as we
remember the unusual little boy who
dedicated himself fully to God while yet a
baby.




