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CBsaitnin Bacnnin Xpucra
Pagn IOpogneniu

St. Basil the Fool for
Christ

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kyraw

kutash@unicorne.org

«[O]6nu4un TBOE CAANO MOB COHLE.»
(3 Tponapsa ana bnaxeHHoro Bacunis
XpucTta Pagu lOpogusoro)

Ha 15-ro cepnHs 3a rpuropiaHCbkum
KaneHgapem (ue 2-ro cepnHs 3a
t0NiaHCbKNM) MU CBATKYEMO Nam'aTb
OIHOTO 3 TUX HE3BUYaNHNX
lMpaBocnaBHUX YroOHWKIB, SIKUX
Ha3mBaloTb «Xpucta pagn KOpoamsuxy».
Lle C. Bacunin, akoro nonynsipHo
Ha3uBalTb «Bacuniem bnaxxeHHUMY.
Woro Tak rnnboko noeaxatoTb, LLO
cnasHuin Cobop, skoro kapTnuHa mabyTb
HanbinbL Bigoma 3 ycix 3 Mocksu,
«Cobop lNokposu MNpeceaToi boropoauui
Hag PoBomy, pigko Konv HasnBaTb LM
imeHem a pagwe Cobopom Bacunia
BnaxeHHOro ToMy, WO NOro Tino
NoXopoHeHe B 0gHOMY 3 noro 11-ox
Xpawmi..

“...[Y]our countenance shone with the
brilliance of the sun.” (from the
Troparion to Blessed Basil the Fool-for-
Christ)

On August 15 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is August 2 on the Julian) we
celebrate the memory of one of those unusual
Orthodox Saints who are called “Fools-for-
Christ”. It is St. Basil, who is popularly known as
“Vasyliy Blazhennyy” (literally “Basil the
Blessed”). So profoundly has he been
venerated that the renowned Cathedral which
is one of Moscow’s most familiar sights, the
Cathedral of the Intercession of the Theotokos
on the Moat, is rarely known by that name but
rather as “St. Basil’s Cathedral” simply because
his body is buried in one of its eleven
sanctuaries.
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Bacunin Hapoguscs — Bignosigato
Ha MonuTBy NPOCTUX Noaen y rpyaHi
1468 p. HacnpaBgi BiH HapoauBcs B
nputsopi Llepken Bonogummpcbkoi IkoHK
Boropoguui B ceni €noxosi (03Ha4ae
«Binbxa») 3a Mocksoto. Moro matn 6yna
npunwna go Llepksn nomonutucs 3a
Lacnuei nopoau.

BiH yunBCs Ha WweBUSA | B paHHLEOMY
BiLli BUSIBMB Haa3BUYaNHNA Oap, CKasaBLUu
Kynuesi, skuin 3amosus 6yB 4o60T1u, L0
BiH MOBMHEH aHyIOBATX 3aMOBJIEHHS.
Konu ronoBHui WBELb 3anuTas 1oro,
YoMy BiH Lie Ka3aB, TOM BignosiB, LU0
Kyneupb HiKONIM HE HOCUTMME Ui 4o6OoTUN — i
yepes Jekinbka gHiB Kyneub cnpasgi
nomep.

Bacunin npunHae Ha cebe
CTPaLLHO BaXXKni NOABUI «IOpOACTBa paaun
XpucTar y Bili 16 niT. Taki «topoamnsi»
Hacnpasai 30BCiM 340pOBi B rny3ai Ta
BOHW MPUKPMBAIOTb CBIi CTaH AYyXOBHUM
yaatoum 6oxesinnsa. Bacunii xoame no
Mockgi NiTOM i 3MMOI0 Maixe Harmm —
AEXTO Kaxke 30BCiM Harnm (A0ro Takox
HasuBaloTb «Bacuniem Harnmy). BiH
YWMHWUB OMBHI pedi — aki noTtim, GyBano,
BUABNANNCS LINKOM Ha Micui. Hanpuknag
O4HOro pasy BiH NepeBepHyB CTONUK 3
Konadamu. Konu ix nposipunm 1o
3HanLWIK, WO iX CNeKnu 3 MyKoko
3MiLlUaHO0 3 Kpengow Ta BanHsKoM. 3
iHLIOT Haroau BiH KMHYB KaMiHb B IKOHY,
AKy BBaXkanu 4ygoTsopHoto. Konn obypeHi
rnsgadi cranu 6UTK Roro Yepes ue, BiH
ckasaB M 3ickpebTun Tpoxu apbm — i
BUSABMIOCH, LLO |KOHY HamanoBanu Hag
GicoBcbknum obpasom.

[dyxe Baxnuee CriyXiHHA Manu
Taki «topoamBi» B Yacu aBTOKpaTiB-
MOHapxiB TUM, O BOHN — K CB. IBaH
Mpeateya — 6ynu rotoBi HaKasyBaTn LUM
BONIOAAPSIM 3a TXHIO HAQYXUTTH Bnagu.
KaxyTb, WO 04MH Takuin «iopogmeuny, Cs.
Mukona lNckoBCLKMIA, 3aNponoHyBaB
Llapto MockoBcbkoMy IBaHOBI 1V
«'pO3HOMY» KYCOK CMPOro M’dica, KOs
TOon NpmnbyBs cnnoHApyBaTu micto. Liap
BiAMOBWBCS CKa3aBLUW, LLIO BiH —

Basil was born as an answer to prayer
to common folks in December of 1468. He was
actually born in the portico of the Church of the
Volodymyr Icon of the Theotokos in the village
of Yelokhov (meaning “alder-tree”) just outside
of Moscow. His mother had come to Church to
pray for a good birth.

He was apprenticed to a cobbler and at
an early age gave evidence of an extraordinary
gift saying to a merchant who ordered a pair of
boots that he should cancel the order. When
the master cobbler asked him why he explained
that the merchant would never wear the boots
—and several days later he did indeed die.

Basil took upon himself the most
arduous ascetic endeavour of “folly for Christ”
at the age of sixteen. Such “fools” are actually
guite sane and self-aware but conceal their
spiritual state by pretending to be mad. Basil
would walk about Moscow in summer and
winter virtually — some say completely — naked
(he is also known as “Basil the Naked”). He
would do strange things — which afterwards
would be shown to be quite appropriate. For
example on one occasion he upset a stand full
of the popular round braided bread called
“kolachi”. Upon examination they were found
to be baked with flour which had been diluted
with chalk and lime. On another occasion he
threw a stone at an Icon which was considered
to be miraculous. When the shocked onlookers
began to beat him for this, he told them to
scrape off some paint — and it became apparent
that the Icon had been painted over a demonic
image.

A most important ministry of such
“fools” in the days of autocratic monarchs was
their readiness — like St. John the Baptist — to
chastise these rulers for their abuse of power.
It is said that one such “fool”, St. Nicholas of
Pskov, offered the Tsar of Moscow, Ivan IV “the
Terrible”, a piece of raw meat, when he had
come to pillage and plunder the city. The Tsar
said that he was a Christian and could not eat
meat during the Fast. “But you drink human




XPUCTUSIHUH | OTOX HE MOXe iCTK M’sica B
yaci MocTty. «Ane T M'ew NOACbKY KPOBY,
BiANoBiB «topoaneuiy». Lia nokopa
CrNoHyKana IeaHa ["pO3HOro 3anuwmTin
MicTO.

Bacunin Takox nocesapue |BaHa 3a
Te, WO BiH 3amuwnaBcs npo 6ynosy
nanauy B yaci Jlityprii. Ta 3amicTb TOro,
wo6 6yt HMM posgpaTtoBaHum Llap
BLLIaHyBaB Bacwnisi, 9K oanH 3 noro
TpyHOHocCLiB, konn CeATUI ynokoiscs 2/15
cepnHs 1552 p. (oesiki mrepena KaxyTb
1557). MNMoxopoHunu Bacunis Ha knagbuwi
Tpoiubkoi LlepkBu, ska ctana
LEeHTPanbHO MNOMK YACNIEHHUMU
CBATUHAMMU, AKi OCTATOYHO CTanu
Bigomumu, sik Cobop Bacunis
BnaxeHHoro.

KapTuHa xygopnsiBoro, Mamxe
Haroro «BynU4YHMKay, SIKUn 3000yB Taky
noLuaHy Ta NpU3HaHHS, WO OAWH 3
HarcnasHiwmx MNpasocnasHMx Xpamis
CTaB HOCUTW MOrO iM'd, Haragye Ham
"ocnogHi cnoBa npo Te, Wo «byayTb
OCTaHHI NepLUMMn, a nepLli ocTaHHiMun!»
(MaTBiqa 20:16). Mpuragytoumn Ceatoro
Bacunia Xpucta Pagu KOpogumsoro, moxe
Oyoemo mu GinbLl yBaXkHUMK 00 BOOrMX
Ta NPUTONTAHUX, SIKUX 3YCTPIYAEMO B
HaloMmy LLoAeHHOMY XUTTi. Moxneo
3Hangemo, Lo nacky, 9Ky 4o HUX Mu
BUABIIAEMO — XO4Y OM CBOIM CTaBJIEHHAM,
AKLWO He BirykOM Ha IXHE NpOXaHHA AaTtu
™M TpoXxu MOHeTU — npunmae Cam
Xpuctoc, Akun otoToxHI0E Cebe 3 Hamn,
rONoBHO TOoAi, KONu 1 MU HaMbinbLL
noTpebytodi Ta NpUTONTaHI.

blood”, replied the “fool”. This chastisement
prompted lvan the Terrible to retreat from the
city.

Basil also rebuked Ivan for thinking
about building a palace during Liturgy. Instead
of being annoyed with him, the Tsar honoured
Basil as one of his pall-bearers when the Saint
reposed on August 2/15 in 1552 (some sources
say 1557). Basil was buried in the cemetery of
the Trinity Church, which became the centre of
the numerous sanctuaries which eventually
became known as the Cathedral of Basil the
Blessed.

The image of a gaunt, nearly naked
“street-person” receiving such respect and
acclaim that one of the most renowned
Orthodox Temples comes to be known by his
name reminds us of the Lord’s words that “the
last will be first, and the first will be last”
(Matthew 20:16). As we remember St. Basil the
Fool-for-Christ, whose face would sometimes
“shine like the sun”, perhaps we may be more
attentive to the poor and downtrodden that we
encounter in our day-to-day lives. We may
even find that the kindness we show them — at
least by our attitude, if not by our response to
their request for some change — may be
accepted by Christ Himself, Who identifies
Himself with us, most especially when we are
most needy and downtrodden.




