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«baxae gywa mos y ubomy MoHacTupi Tino
MOE€ rpilHe norpedTun.»

Ha 15-ro TpaBHs 3a ["puropiaHcbkum
KaneHgapem (ue X 2-ro TpaBHs 3a KOniaHcbknm)
MW CBATKYEMO Nam'aATb ypomkeHusa Kputy, skun
ctas Natpiapxom KOHCTaHTUHOMNOMNBLCLKUM, Ta
siKkoro npocrnasme [locnogp, Ak Yygorsopus
YkpaiHu.

Cs. Adanacin lll, Matpiapx
KoHcTaHTMHOononbCcbkuin, Yygoreopeub Micta
Jly6eHb Ha MonTaBwmHi Hapoaueca 1560 p. Ha
ocTtpoBi Kputi B n06OXHIN "peubkin poauHi
Matenapioc. OxpecTunu noro imeHem Anekcin. 3
IOHUX MiT BiH Big4YyBaB NOKMMKAHHS 40 AYXOBHMWX
noaBurie acketa. llicns ynokoeHHs noro 6atbka,
IOHaK cTaB pAcodhopom (MOCHYLLUHMKOM) B
ogHomy 3 MoHacTtupie CanoHiku, 3 iMeEHeM
AHaHis. BiH npogoBxyBas CBOI Tpyau B
MoHacTupi EccirmeHy Ha Mopi AGoHi (ocTaHHIMK
poKamu BiH CTaB OCepenKkom cyrnepeyku 3 ornsagy
Ha onip YeHUiB-TpaauuioHanicTisB cy4acHOMY

“My soul desires that my sinful body be bur-
ied in this Monastery”.

On May 15 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is May 2 on the Julian) we commemo-
rate a native of Crete, who was Patriarch of
Constantinople and was eventually glorified by
the Lord as a Wonderworker of Ukraine.

Saint Athanasius lll, Patriarch of Con-
stantinople, Wonderworker of the city of Lubny
in the province of Poltava, was born in 1560 on
the island of Crete, into the pious Greek family
Patelarios. He was baptized with the name
Alexis. From an early age he felt that he was
called to the spiritual endeavours of an ascetic.
After his father's death, the young man became
a “riassofor” (novice) in one of the monasteries
of Thessalonica, taking the name Ananias. He
continued his labours in the monastery of Es-
phigmenou on Mt. Athos (which has, in latter
years, been a centre of controversy due to the
opposition of its traditionalist Monks to the cur-
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BceneHcbkomy lNaTpiapxy)i Tam BiH CNOBHSB
CBOIO CINYXHSHICTb Y Tpanesi.

3i CB. N'opun 6paT AHaHin nogopoxxyBas
0o MoHactupiB y [NanecTuHi i Tam NpunHAB
yepHeynn nocTpur 3 iMeHem AdpaHacin. Konu
nosepHyBcs BiH y CaroHiky Noro BUCBATUNN Ha
CeslleHuvKa i BiH nowmpioBaB XpuUctoBe
Bbnarosicta nomixx Hapogamun Bnaxii, onga skmx
BiH nepesiB NcanTup 3 MOBU rpeLbKoi. Yac Big
yacy CeaTtun nosepTtascs Ha opy AdoH ans
AYXOBHOrO BiACBIKEHHS Ta OHOBNEHHSA. CBATICTb
MNOro XUTTA cTano CBITIIOM, sike NPoCBidyBano
wnsx go Llepksa HebecHoro ans 6aratbox AyLu.

Ha TanaHTn Ta gyxoBHi gapu o. AdaHacia
3BepHyB yBary lNaTpiapx
KOHCTaHTMHOMONLCLKUI, 3eMNsK KpUTChKUA,
Kupwuno | (Jlykapic) (1621-1638 — 3 nepepBamu;
Kvpuno | Takox paHiwe 6ye MNatpiapxom
Onekcangpinicbkmum, Kupunowm 11l Big 1601 go
1620; a nepea TMm OyB BiH NocnaHuem
MaTtpiapxa OnekcaHgpincbkoro Ao MNMonbcbkoi
Peui Mocnonutoi ona NpoTUCTOAHHSA YHIl
BepecTtelicbkii 1596 p., BHAcnNigok sikol
noscTana YkpaiHcbka Katonuubka Llepksa).
MaTpiapx Knpuno HasHa4vme 0. AdbaHacis
nponosigHuKom lMNaTpiapworo TpoHy. HeBaoBssi
AcdpaHacis BucaTUnNmM Ha caH €nuckona i
npusHaymnmn Mutpononutom CanoHik.

MaTpiapxy Kupuny Hepigko
CynpoTMBNANUCK iHWI MNpaBocnaBHi, SkMx
TypbyBana 1oro nobnaxnmeictb 4o
MpoTtecTaHTiB-KanbBiHicTIB, a 0cobnmBo
npotuBunuck €3yitn Prumo-Katonuku, siki
Hamipsanucsa HasepTaTu NpasocnasHux. Bee ue
Typ6ysano n CyntaHa Mypaga IV asi, skui
CMPUYMHMB Te, WO NOro 5 pasiB 3HANN 3 NOCTY, a
HapeLTi 1 HakasaB 1oro BouTk. lNigyac
yB’si3HeHHs1 Kupuna Ha octposi TeHegoc, Cs.
AdpaHacin npuiiHas oniky Haa MaTpapwmnm
TpoHom 25-ro 6epesHs (3a KOniaHCbkum
kaneHgapeMm) 1634, Ha CBATO YCneHHs
Mpecsatol Boropoauui.

He gosro Bganocs saTpumatu Lien nocT.
Bcboro yepes 40 gHis Ha MNaTpiapwomy TpoHi
3HANM noro i Knpmna | nosepHynn. Cesatun
nopgascs Ha CB. 'opy i KOPOTKO BiANOYMB Big
MUPCBKNX KNOMNoTiB. A ToAi 3HOBY CTaB
MaTtpiapxoMm i 3HOBY Yepes pik noro 3HANu. Mo
uboMy AdpaHacin noBepHyBcst 40 CanoHik i

rent Ecumenical Patriarch), where he fulfilled
his obedience in the trapeza (dining area).

From the Holy Mountain Brother Anani-
as journeyed to the Palestinian monasteries,
where he was tonsured with the name Athana-
sius. Upon his return to Thessalonica he was
ordained presbyter and spread the Gospel of
Christ among the Vlach peoples, for whom he
translated the Psalter from the Greek. From
time to time the saint went to Mt. Athos for spir-
itual refreshment and renewal. The holiness of
his life was a light which illuminated the way to
the Kingdom for many souls.

Fr. Athanasius’ talents and spiritual gifts
were noted by the Patriarch of Constantinople,
a fellow Cretan, Cyril | (Loukaris) (1621-1638 —
intermittently; Cyril had also been Patriarch of
Alexandria as Cyril lll from 1601 to 1620; prior
to that he had been an emissary of the Patri-
arch of Alexandria to the Polish Commonwealth
to oppose the Union of Berestya of 1596, which
gave birth to the Ukrainian Catholic Church).
Patriarch Cyril appointed Fr. Athanasius a
preacher of the Patriarchal throne. It was not
long before Athanasius was consecrated Bish-
op and became Metropolitan of Thessalonica.

Patriarch Cyril often encountered oppo-
sition from fellow-Orthodox, who were upset at
his partiality to Protestant Calvinists, and espe-
cially by Roman Catholic Jesuits, who were
intent on proselytizing the Orthodox. This did
not go down well with the Sultan Murad IV
Ghazi who had him deposed five times and
finally ordered his assassination. During Cyril’s
imprisonment on the island of Tenedos, St.
Athanasius assumed the Patriarchal throne on
March 25 (Julian Calendar), 1634, on the day of
the Annunciation of the Most Holy Theotokos.

He did not hold it for long. After only for-
ty days on the Patriarchal throne, he was de-
posed and Cyril | was returned. The Saint went
to the Holy Mountain and enjoyed a short res-
pite from the troubles of the world. Then he
became Patriarch again, and again was de-
posed after a year. After this, Athanasius re-
turned to Thessalonica and renewed his con-
nections with Mt. Athos. Again and again, he
would send petitions to the Russian Tsar Mi-
chael, the founder of the Romanov dynasty




BiHOBMB CBili 3B’5130K 3 'opoto ApoHOM. 3HOBY i
3HOBY nocunae BiH NpoxaHHA 0o Pocincbkoro
Llaps Muxanna, 3acHOBHWKa AuMHACTIl
PomaHoBux (1613-1645), npocaymn NigTpumKn
ansa Llepken KOHCTaHTUHOMOMNbCLKOI.

YKntTa B CanoHikax ctaBarno Liopa3s
Baxkvye ansa Bnagukn AdbaHacis. BiH wykas
nputynky B Mongosi nig 3axuctom ii Bonogap4,
Bacuna Jlykynoca, i 3amelukas y MoHacTtupi Cs.
Mukonaga Henoganik Manaua (a Yyepes marno
GinbLUe YMM NONOBUHY CTONITTS LiE MICTO cTano
Micuem NMoxopoHy yKpaiHCbKOro reposi 'eTbMaHa
IBaHa Masenwn). AdaHacin gani nparHys
CaMITHOCTI 1 CBATOCTI CBOro NpuTynky Ha [ropi
AdboH i npoBsigyBaB 11 KOfn TiflbKK Mir.

Cg. AdpaHacis Tpu pasu noseptanu Ha
Matpiapwunii TpoH. Moro ocTaHHiI TepMmiH Tpueas
rvwe 15 gHiB. lig4ac cBO€l OCTaHHLOI
MaTpiapLoil Bignpaeu BiH BUrosiocuB NponoBigpb,
B 4Kl OCyaANB HOBOBBEAEHHS MPETEH3It0
€nunckona Pumcbkoro Ha yHiBepcanbHy Bnagy
Hapg Bcieto Llepkeoto. [CxigHs Llepea
NPUTPUMYETLCA €BXAPUCTIMHOI eknesionorii, ska
cnpuinmae, Wwo LlepkBa NOBHICTIO NPUCYTHSA
BClOAW, Ae 3BepLllye €BxapucTito €nmckon, ado
HUM Ha3HayeHnn CesLeHUK Y CBALLIEHUKN,
KM 3HaxoanTbes B ConpuyacTi 30 BCiMma
iHWKnMK €nuckonamu — nocT [NaTpiapxa
KOHCTaHTMHOMOMBCBLKOro, AK NepLioro Nomix
piBHMMU (“primus inter pares”) y CBOI OCHOBI -
€BxapucTiiHui, To6To BiH o4ontoe JliTyprito sKky
CniB CMYXWUTb 3 iHWMMK €nnckonamu.]

MepecnigyBanunin MycynbmaHamu Ta
€3yiTamu i pisandHo BucHaxeHun, Ce. AcpaHacin
nepenas agminictpadito Liepksu
KoHcTaHTuHononscebkol Mutpononuty laicito
JlaBpincekomy i nogascsa B Mongosy, Ae o4onve
MonacTtup CB. Mukonas B Nanaui.

LWykatoun Tenep gonomorun Ans cBOro
MoHacTtups Cs. AdaHacin nogascs B Pocito. Y
KBIiTHi 1653 p. NOro 3ycTpifiv 3 BEIMKOK NOYECTHO
Matpiapx HukoH (1652-1658) i Llap Anekcin
Mwuxannosudy. € po3nosigi npo Te, Wo no Jopo3i
B Mocksy BiH BigBigaB i KosaubKy ctonumuto
UnrnpuH, ge noro tenno roctme 'eTbmMaH
Ykpaium borgaH XmenbHukbmii. OTpumaBLum
Weapy gonomory ansa ceoro MoHactunps Big
Llapst Onekcig, gpyroro Bonogapst MockoBCbKoro
3 anHacTii PomaHoBux, Matpsapx AdaHacin

(1613-1645), asking for support for the Church
of Constantinople.

Life in Thessalonica became more and
more difficult for Vladyka Athanasius. He
sought refuge in Moldova under the protection
of its sovereign, Basil Lukulos, and took up res-
idence in the monastery of St. Nicholas near
Galatz (little more than a half-century later the
city became the burial place of the Ukrainian
hero, Hetman lvan Mazepa). Athanasius con-
tinued to yearn for the solitude and sanctity of
his refuge, Mount Athos, and visited it as often
as he could.

St. Athanasius was returned to the pa-
triarchal throne 3 times. His last term lasted
only fifteen days. During his final Patriarchal
service he preached a sermon in which he de-
nounced the innovation of the pretension of the
Bishop of Rome to universal jurisdiction over
the whole Church. [The Eastern Church main-
tains a Eucharistic ecclesiology which sees the
Church as fully present everywhere the Eucha-
rist is celebrated by a Bishop, or a Presbyter or
Presbyters designated by him, who is in Com-
munion with all other Bishops — the post of the
Patriarch of Constantinople as first among
equals (“primus inter pares”) is primarily Eucha-
ristic, i.e. he presides over the Liturgy concele-
brated by other Bishops.]

Persecuted by Moslems and Jesuits and
physically weakened, St. Athanasius trans-
ferred the administration of the Church of Con-
stantinople to Metropolitan Paisius of Laureia
and withdrew to Moldova, where he assumed
leadership of the monastery of St. Nicholas at
Galatz.

Now seeking help for his Monastery, St.
Athanasius undertook a journey to Russia. In
April 1653 he was met with great honor in Mos-
cow by Patriarch Nikon (1652-1658) and Tsar
Alexis Mikhailovich. There are accounts of his
having stopped by the Kozak capital of
Chyhyryn on his way to Moscow, where he was
graciously received by the Ukrainian Hetman
Bohdan Khmelnyts’kyy. Having received gen-
erous support for the needs of his Monastery
from Tsar Alexis, the second Moscow ruler of
the Romanov dynasty, Patriarch Athanasius left
for Galats in December 1653. On the way he




nogasca Hasag no Manaua B rpygHi 1653 p. Moo
A0po3i BiH 3axXBOPIB | 3aTpMmaBcs B
MpeobpaxkeHcbkoMy MoHacTupi Mrapcbkomy B
micTi JTybHax B [NonTaBckkin obnacTi B nloTomy
1654 p.

Tam xe [NMaTtpiapx AdaHacin BUrornocus
CBOI nNpopoui crosa: «baxae gywa mos y Lbomy
MoHacTupi Tino moe rpiwHe norpebTn.» Tak i
crtanocs. CBATUIA HanMcaB CBOE OCTaHHE
3aBillleHHs | 3acHyB y ['locnogi Ha 5-ro KkBiTHA (3a
KOniaHcbkMM kaneHgapem), y cepeqy TwxHi CB.
domu (gpyrum TvkageHb nicns Macxu). IrymeH
MeTposin i bBpatia MoHacTMpsi noxoBanu
MaTpiapxa y rpeubkoMy 3BMYato, CMaga4yomy B
nosHomy O6nadeHHto.

Uepes Bicim niT noro Mouui Bigkpunm
HeTNiHHKUMU, Xo4 1oro Pu3m n gomoBuHa
po3nanucs. Yopanu noro B HoBi Pnau i
cnopyaunu paky. Ha 1-ro ntotoro 1662 p. Ce.
AdpaHacis npocnasunu B Xopi Cesatux a lNpasHuk
MNOro BCTAHOBWIN Ha 2-r0 TpaBHS (3a
KOniaHcbkMM kaneHgapem — T06To 15-ro 3a
"puropiaHceknm) Ha lMpasHuk Ce. AdaHacis
Benukoro, MNaTtpiapxa OnekcaHapiicbkoro, repos
Hikencbkoro Cumsona Bipw.

Mouui Cs. Matpiapxa AdaHacis ckopo
NpoCnaBuIUCsa YACNEHHUMM YydamMun N O3HaKamu,
AKi NPOAOBXYTbCA A0 CborogHi. OgHum 3
HaNHOBILUNX — YyeCHe BiAHOBNEHHSA NOro IKOHMU,
AKY NpuHic oo MNonTtasu gns WwaHyBaHHSA BipHUMM
B TpaBHi 2010 p., €nuckon AdaHacin
(Bonognmup YkpaiHcbkoi ABToKedanbHOT
MpaBocnasBHoi LlepkBun, BU3HAYHMI YKpATHCHKNM
NMUCbMEHHUK, SIKUI NPUNHAB Ha cebe NOKNUKaHHS
YepHeYe Mig NOKPOBUTENBCTBOM CaMe LibOro
CsgToro.

Y 1922 p. B yaci Bnagu binbliosukis
Komicap Cepena npnbyB 3 XapkoBa, TOAILHbLOI
cTonuui PagsHcbkoi YKpaiHu, 3 Hakasom
"puropis MeTpoBcbkoro (M. [HINponeTpoBCbke
HOCUTb 1oro iM’a), Fonosu Bece-ykpaiHcbKoro
LlenTpansHoro BukoHas4yoro KomiteTy, nepegatu
CpibHY OOMOBMHY, B Sk cnoyusano Tino Cs.
AdbaHacis. Tucadi BipHUX oToumnm
MoHacTupcbkmin Xpam, wob 6e360XHMKN He
mornu gobpatucsa go Ceatnx Modwie. lNicna
uinopobosmx Monutos, MoHaxu nonoxunu Mol
CBATOro B AepeB’aHy AOMOBMHY a CpibHy
nepeganv snagi. Ckopo nicns uboro CBATOro

fell ill and stayed at the Transfiguration Mharsk
monastery in the city of Lubny, in the Poltava
oblast, in February of 1654.

It was there that Patriarch Athanasius
uttered his prophetic words: “My soul desires
that my sinful body be buried in this Monas-
tery”. And so did it come to pass.The Saint
wrote his last will and fell asleep in the Lord on
April 5 (Julian Calendar) on the Wednesday of
the week of St. Thomas (the second week after
Pascha). Abbot Petronius and the brethren of
the Monastery buried the Patriarch, according
to the Greek custom, in a sitting position, fully
vested.

Eight years later his relics were uncov-
ered and found to be incorruptible even though
his vestments and casket had fallen apart. New
vestments were put on him, and a shrine was
constructed. On February 1, 1662 St. Athana-
sius was glorified as a Saint and his Feastday
was designated as May 2 (Julian Calendar;
which is May 15 on the Gregorian Calendar),
the Feast of St. Athanasius the Great, Patriarch
of Alexandria, the hero of the Nicene Creed.

The relics of holy Patriarch Athanasius
were soon glorified by numerous miracles and
signs which continue to this day. One of the
most recent was the miraculous restoration of
his Icon, which Bishop Afanasiy ( Volodymyr
Shkurupiy) of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Or-
thodox Church, a distinguished Ukrainian writer
(who took up the monastic vocation under the
patronage of this very same Saint), brought to
Poltava for the veneration of the faithful in May
of 2010.

In 1922 during the time of the Bolshe-
viks, Commissar Sereda came from Kharkiv, at
the time the capital of Soviet Ukraine, with a
decree from Hryhoriy Petrovs’kyy (the city of
Dnipropetrovsk bears his name), Chairman of
the Central Executive Committee of Ukraine,
ordering the handing over of the silver casket
which held the body of St. Athanasius. Thou-
sands of faithful surrounded the Monastery
Church so that the atheists could not approach
the Holy Relics. After prayers which went on
around the clock, the Monks placed the Saint’s
Relics in a wooden casket and handed the sil-
ver one over to the authorities. Shortly after the




nepeHecnu go bnarosiweHcbkoro Cobopy B
XapkoBi i Tomy noro Mol cnovnBatroTb 40O
CbOroAHi.

Monnmocs, wo6 3BCTYNCTBO LbOro
UygoTBOpuUS NpMHOCUIIM 300OPOB’s Ta CBITNO AN4
Hapoay KpaiHw, B AKin Len ypoaxeHeub Kputy
cnyxme cnacatoumm Crnosom NocnogHiM. AMiHb.

Saint was brought to the Annunciation Cathe-
dral in Kharkiv and there his Relics repose to
this day.

We pray that the intercessions of this
Wonderworker may bring healing and light to
the people of the land in which this native of
Crete ministered the saving Word of the Lord.
Amen.




