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"Tu NnpnbyB A0 Hac 4Yepe3 BOAN Ha
kameHi.” (Mpenogo6Hnii Huknra
HoBropoacbkmni — XXutie
NMpenogo6Horo AHTOHIA PUMISIHUHA)

Ha 16-ro cepnHs 3a rpuropisHCbKmnM
KaneHgapem (Bignosiga€ 3-My CeprHio 3a
IONISSHCbKMM KasleHAapeM) MU CBSATKYEMO
naMm’atTb Haa3Bu4yarHoro Ceatoro. He B
TOMY, WO sakui-Hebyab CeaTuin, abo 6yab-
sika ocoba, SKLWOo Ha Te niwno, €
3BMYaAMHUM 4YM 3BMYanHo. OgHak uen
CBaTWIA NOB'A3aHUI 3 AOCUTb HebyBanum
yyaom. Llen Cesatmn — MNMpenogobHui
AHTOHIN PUMASAHWH.

CB. AHTOHIN Hapoauecsa y Pumi B 1067 p.
— Tinbku 13 pokiB nicng TparivyHoi noaii B
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'You have come to us across the
waters on a rock.” (St. Nikita of
Novgorod - Vita of St. Anthony the
Roman)

On August 16 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is August 3 on the Julian Calendar)
we celebrate the memory of an unusual
Saint - not that any Saint, or any person
for that matter, is “usual”. This Saint
however is linked with a rather
extraordinary miracle. It is St. Anthony
the Roman, Wonderworker of Novgorod.

St. Anthony was born in Rome in 1067,
just 13 years after that tragic episode in
the history of the Church in 1054, when
the leaders of the Churches of Old and
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ictopii Llepken B p. 1054, konu
nposigHmnkn Llepkos Ctaporo i HoBoro
Pumy (KoHCTaHTMHOMOL) Bigyumnm ogHe
04HOro, AO0BIBLWW A0 3ipBaHHSA
COMpunYyacTs, sKe Ha XaNb TPMBAE A0 HUHI.

BaTtbkn CB. AHTOHIS 6ynn 3aHypeHi B
6narouecTi Hepo3’egHaHoI Llepksuy,
HarnesHO 3a nepefaHHAM BisaHTil. Y uboMy
XX BMXOBaNM M CBOro cuvHa. BiH Mir untaTtu
Cs. NncaHHs Ha MOBI rpeubKin Tak camo,
K Ha NNTaTUHCbKIMN.

Micna ynokoeHHa B Bo3i noro 6aTbKis,
Konn BiH 6yB LWe IOHaKoM, AHTOHIN
BUPILUMB NOCBATMTK cebe noaBuram
YepHeuTBa, Hacnigyw4um CBOro Teska,
MpenogobHoro AHTOHIS Bennkoro
€rmnetcbkoro (251-356). BiH po3aas
YacTKy CBOro BCrnagKyBaHHS ybormm a
pewTa 3akpuB y 6ouky (AesKi Axepena
KaXkyTb Yy CKPWHIO) i NyCcTuB ii B MOpe.

XXue BiH 61n3bKO ABaAUSATb NiT CTPOrnM
ACKETUYHUM XUTTAM pa3oM 3 iHWKNMKU
MoHaxaMu, 3a Bi3aHTINCbKUM 3BMYAEM. Ta
rnepecnifgyBaHHs 3i CTOPOHU TUX, LWLO
3axoByBa/iM NAaTUHCbKI 3BMYai i He Mornm
BMi3HaTW Kpacy B pi3HOBWAHOCTI, AOBENU
[0 po3nopouweHHs bparTii, i CB. AHTOHIN
OCTaTO4YHO 3HaWLWOB 3aTuHe Micue cobi
Ha BE/IMKOMY KaMeHi Ha 6epesi mops.

Ha 5/18 BepecHsa 1105 p. 3ipsanacs
Benuka 6yps, ska BupBana KaMiHb 3 MOro
OCHOB i KMHYyNa noro B mope. A Toai
CTB1OCH HeMMOoBIipHe uyao: XKuTie nuue,
O ,KaMiHb MOnNJnB HEMOB YOBEH Yepes
Mope, HaniBHi4 A0 piyku HeBun, noyepes
O3zepo Jlagora, i Toai Bropy no piyui
BonxoB ax noku, no boxin Boni, npnbyno
Ao Benukoro Hosropoay”.

YaBiTb paficTtb AHTOHIA KONU NpUTUXIa
6yps i BiH Mo4vyB Bi4 rpeubkoro Kynus, o
BiH Tenep 3HAaxX0AUTbCSA MOMIX NOAbMU TUX
»Ke 3BMYaiB, Wo 1 BiH! CB. AHTOHIN CKOpO
3acBOiB MOBY HOBropoALiB i MOro tenso
npunHae Ce. Huknta, Apxuenuckon
Hosropoacbkuii (10ro x geLio nepeg umm
BMU3BOJIMNM Bifg npenecTi 6ica, akun 6yB
NPUNHSB BMA NMyCTe/IbHUKA | CKa3aB NoMy

New Rome (Constantinople) mutually
excommunicated each other, leading to a
break in Communion, which unfortunately
continues until today.

St. Anthony’s parents were steeped in the
piety of the unbroken Church, apparently
in its Byzantine tradition and raised their
son in the same fashion. He was able to
read the Scriptures in Greek as well as
Latin.

After his parents reposed in the Lord while
he was still in his teens, Anthony resolved
to pursue the life of a Monk, imitating his
great namesake, St. Anthony the Great of
Egypt (251-356). He distributed part of
his inheritance to the poor and launched
the rest of it upon the sea in a wooden
barrel (some sources say it was a chest).

He lived for some twenty years in strict
asceticism together with other Monks
following the Byzantine tradition.
Persecution by others devoted to the Latin
tradition, who seemed unable to see the
beauty of unity in diversity, led to the
dispersion of the brothers, and St.
Anthony finally found refuge upon a great
rock on the edge of the sea.

A violent storm blew up on September
5/18, 1105, ripped the rock from its
foundations and flung it into the sea. And
then the incredible miracle happened: the
Vita relates that the rock floated like a
boat “across the sea, north to the river
Neva, across Lake Ladoga, then upstream
along the river Volkhov, until it arrived, by
God'’s will, at Great Novgorod”.

Imagine his joy, after the storm had
abated, to find out from a Greek merchant
that he was now among people of the
same Christian tradition as he! St.
Anthony soon mastered the language of
the Novgorodians and was warmly
received by St. Nikita, the Archbishop
(who had earlier been delivered from the
deceptive hold of a demon who had told
him not to bother to pray, but simply to
read and study, and he himself would pray




He TypbyBaTtn cebe MonnTBOO, @ NMPOCTO
yMTaTK Ta BUMTUCH, a BiH caM byae
MOJIUTUCS 3aMicTb oro). CB. HukuTta
3IMBYBaBCH, NMOYYyBLUN PO3MOBiAb AHTOHIA
i npomoBuB: ,focnoab aas T06i BenuKi
papwu, nogibHi TMm, akux gas 6yB
CTapuHHUM yrogHukam CsoiM. bor noHic
Innto Ha OrHeHHiIn KonicHuui, CeAaTi
AnocTtonu nitann B BO34YCi Ha XMapax, a
TV NpnbyB A0 HAc Yyepes3 BOAM Ha KaMeHi.
Mouepes Tebe, Nocnoab BiABiIAaB i
no6aarocnoBuB Ui HOBOHABEPHEHI
Hapoau.”

CB. HukuTa (IKOro noMMHAEMO B AE€Hb
moro nepecrassieHHs B 1108 p. — 31
Ci4yHsa/13 nwoToro) nobnarocnosms CB.
AHTOHIO NnobyayBaT XpaM Ha 4yecTb
PizgBa boropoauvui Ha Tomy 6epesi, go
SIKOro 6yB NMpunAMB — caMe y HaBedip’'s
Toro x lMpa3Huka (8/21 BepecHs). 3a
Boxxum MNpommncnom 6oyka rMoro npunamna
ckopo nicng CB. AHTOHISA | nicnsa Toro, K
BiH NPaBW/IbHO PO3MNOBIB NpPO Te, WO B Hil
3HaxXoAWnN0CA, BiH 3Mir 3y>XUTU CBOE
ycnagakyBaHHs HabyTu 3emnio nig
MoHacTtup. MNMoyaTok uiei 6yaoBmn onncaHum
y Jlitonunci HosropoacbkoMy 3a 1117 p.

MoHacTnp NpoAOBXYE CBOE MO/IUTOBHE
CNYXiHHS 00 HWHi, @ XpaM B OCHOBHOMY
36epircs B nepBicHOMy Buai. Yya0TBOPHUM
naaBal4YMii KaMeHb NpuHeCcnu B XpaM i
LWaHyBanu Moro, K axepeno vyg — npo
wo nuwe nakoH Masno 3 Anenno y
CBOEMY onwuci BiagBignH Hosropogy B 1655

p.

Ak He AnBHO, ane ,nnaBatoydi kameHi”
BXOASATb Y TPAAMULItO He TiNIbKKU CXigHIX
XpUCTusaH ane HasiTb i MycynbMaH.
Icnamceka cBaTuHA Kynon Ckeni B
€Epycannmi Tak Ha3nMBAETLCSA TOMY, LLO B
Hin 3HaxauTbcs ,,OcHOBHUM KaMiHb”, Ha
KNI, K Ka)ke nepefaHHs ctas Maromer,
konu 6yB nigHeceHuit nobauntn Hebo - Ta
AKUIM TAKOX MiAHICCA HaMarawumcb NiT1
pa3oM 3 HMM. Llen KaMiHb TakoX LWaHyTb
B KOpai3Mi, a XpuctusaHcbke nepefaHH4
kaxe, wo CB. €EneHa, maTtun Cs.
KoHcTaHTuHa, nobyayBana Ha LUbOMY MicCui
XpaMm CeB. Knpa Ta IBaHa, AKOro notiM

in his place). The Saint was amazed to
hear Anthony’s account and exclaimed:
“The Lord has granted you great gifts, like
unto those bestowed upon the ancient
God-pleasers. God transported Elijah in a
fiery chariot, the Holy Apostles flew
through the air on clouds, and you have
come to us across the waters on a rock.
Through you the Lord has visited and
blessed these newly-converted peoples.”

St. Nikita (commemorated on the day of
his repose in 1108 - January 31/February
13) blessed St. Anthony to build a Church
in honour of the Nativity of the Mother of
God on the shore upon which he had
arrived - on the eve of her Feast
(September 8/21). Providentially, the
barrel arrived soon after St. Anthony, and,
after he was able to identify its contents,
he used the balance of his inheritance to
buy land for a Monastery. The
commencement of its construction is
recorded in the Novgorod Chronicles for
1117.

The Monastery continues its prayerful
ministry to this day and the Church is still
largely intact. The miraculous floating
stone was brought into the Church and
was revered as a source of miracles - as
described by Deacon Paul of Aleppo in his
account of his visit to Novgorod in 1655.

Strange as it may seem floating stones
are a part of the tradition not only of
eastern Christians but also of Islam. The
Muslim holy site, the Dome of the Rock in
Jerusalem, is named after the “Foundation
Stone” upon which it is said Mohammed
stepped as he ascended to see Heaven -
and which also rose up in an attempt to
follow him. This Stone is also revered by
Jews. Christian tradition says that St.
Helena, the mother of St. Constantine,
had built the Church of St. Cyrus and St.
John upon the spot and it was later
expanded and called the Church of Holy
Wisdom (Sophia). Incidentally today there
is a recreational area called “Floating
Stone” near Boyne Lake in the Kalyna




nowupunnn i Haseasan XpamMoMm
MpemyapocTi boxoi (Codist). Mix iHWKM
CbOrogHi € BiANOBYMHKOBE Micue, Wo
Ha3mBaeTbcsa Mnasatounii Kaminb (Floating
Stone) 6ing cena BoiH Jlelk y eko-My3eto
»KpaiHa KanuHn” B npoBiHLii AnbbepTi.

HacnigHuk CB. Hukutun, Bnagnka HidoHT,
HaKMOHMB CB. AHTOHISI MPUAHATH
CBSILLEHCTBO | HA3Ha4YMB Noro IrymeHom
MoHacTups. CB. AHTOHIN 6yB NepeKoHaB
CB. HUKUTY He BMABNATWU TalHy Npo
cnocib noro npmbyTTta B HoBropoa, wob
MNOro He CTanu BenYaTu, IK 3eMHOro
CeaToro. OgHak BiH NOTIM Taky po3Ka3aBs
npo ue 4yno ogHoMy 3 MoHaxiB, AHApIEBI,
i KONK BiH ynokoiBcsa B 1147 p. (npo ue
TaKOX OMUCYE BuesragaHui Jlitonmc)
uen YepHeub NporoaocuB Le 4yao.
KaxxyTb, WO BiH TaKOX yKnas JKUTi€ CBOro
yntobnenoro IrymeHa.

CB. AHTOHIA yBaxatTb
OCHOBOMO/0OXHWKOM HOBropoACbKOro
YepHeuTtBa. Onekcin XpanoBuubKuin
(1863-1936) 3 HoBropoay npuinHsaB Moro
X iM’9 Npu CBOEMY MOCTPU3i i 3 YacoM cTaB
MuTpononnToM KnUiBCbKUM Yy
MockoBcbkoMYy lMaTpispxaTi. A NOTiM,
nicnsg 310C/AaBHOMO KOMMPOMICy
MuTtponouTa (ni3Hiwe MaTpisipxa) Cepris
(CtparopoacbKkoro), SKuM 3/1y4umB
MockoBcbKy LlepkBy 3 60nblLUeBUKaMM,
MuTtpononunTt AHTOHINM cTaB NepBoepapxoM-
3aCHOBHWKOM rifikn Pocincebkoi Llepksuy,
sika Ha3uBaEeTbCcs 3apybixHa Pocilicbka
lMpaBsocnasHa LlepkBa, Npu YoMy 3aBXAu
npuTpmMMyBas TUTyn MutponouTa
KuniBcbkoro n Manunubkoro.

Hexan npucniwaTb 3acTynHun4i Monntemn
CB. AHTOHIS1 PUMNsIHMHA AeHb
BiAHOBJ/IEHHA NOBHOIO lMpuyacTa Mix
yCiMa, XTO MOYUTYE i HAMAETbCA XUTU B
€0HaHHI0 3 HapixHUM KaMeHeM,
locnogomMm, borom i Cnacom HawwuM Icycom
Xpuctom (I MNeTtpa 2:6). AMiHb.

Country eco-museum in Alberta.

St. Nikita’s successor, Bishop Niphont,
persuaded St. Anthony to become a Priest
and appointed him Abbot of the
Monastery. St. Anthony prevailed upon St.
Nikita to keep the account of the manner
of his arrival in Novgorod a secret, lest he
be viewed as an earthly Saint.
Nonetheless he recounted the miracle to
one of the monks named Andrew and
upon his repose in 1147 (also mentioned
in the above Chronicles) the miracle was
made known by this Monk, who is also
said to have composed a Vita of his
revered Abbot.

St. Anthony is considered to be the
founder of Novgorodian monasticism.
Alexis Khrapovitsky (1863-1936) of
Novgorod took his name at his tonsure
and eventually became Metropolitan of
Kyiv under the Patriarchate of Moscow.
Eventually, after the controversial
compromise of Metropolitan (later
Patriarch) Sergei (Stragorodsky) linking
the Church of Moscow with the Bolsheviks,
Metropolitan Anthony became founding
primate of the branch of the Russian
Church known as the Russian Orthodox
Church Outside of Russia (ROCOR),
always retaining the title of Metropolitan
of Kyiv and Halychyna.

May the intercessory prayers of St.
Anthony the Roman hasten the day of
restoration of full Communion among all
those who revere and seek to live in union
with the Chief Cornerstone, our Lord, God
and Saviour Jesus Christ (I Peter 2:6).
Amen.
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