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Ce. Onekciti, Mumponoaum i
Yydomeopeyb KuiecbKuli i 8ciei
Pyci

St. Alexis, Metropolitan and
Wonderworker of Kyiv and all Rus’

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«Lle noHaa moi cunum, ane A Bipto, wo bor.
AIKnid noaae 3ip cninuam, TakoX MeHi
[ONoOMOXKe.»

Ha 18-ro }XOBTHA 3a rpmMropiaHCbKnm
KaneHaapem (uebTo 5-ro }KOBTHA 3a 0NiaHCbKNM)
MW CBATKYEMO Nam'aTb TPbOX MUTpONoAnTIB
KuiscbKnx: Ces. MNeTpa, Onekcia ta MoHwW. BoHu
NpoBaAM/IM CBOIO NMACTBY B Ay¥Ke CKAAAHMX Yacax
yepes WO BOHM MYCi/IN CBOE apXMNaCcTUPCbKe
CNYXKiHHA, Nig, opucamkuieto MaTpiapxa
KOHCTAHTUMHOMObCLbKOTO, BUKOHYBATU 3 MiCTa
MOCKBM, TaKUM YNHOM Jatoum ocHoBy Liepksi
Pocincbkin.

CB. MoHa 6y octaHHIM MUTPONOANTOM, L0
npoXueas y Mocksi a Hocus TUTYN KuiscbKoro. BiH
Hapoausca B M. 'aniy B o6nacti Koctpomebkiit. Lie
MiCTO MPUNHSANO CBOIO Ha3BY Big MicTa Nanunya B
3axifHin YKpaiHi, aAke cBoe im’a Hagano i FannuuHi.
A Cs. MeTpo HapoauscAa Ha BonunHi B YKpaiHi. Cs.
OnekKcilt bys cMHOM 6osipuHa Penopa B'AKoHTa,
AKUIN nepeHicca B MockBy 3 YepHirosa B YKpaiHi i
3acHyBaB KHAXi poau MNnewieesnx Ta IrHaTieBUX.

OnekKcilt Hapoausca B p. 1293 (penki
AxKepena noAatoThb iHLWWi AaTh) i Moro oxpectunu

“This is beyond my powers, but | believe
that God, Who gave sight to the blind, will also
aid me.”

On October 18 on the Gregorian calendar
(which is October 5 on the Julian), we celebrate
the memory of three Metropolitans of Kyiv, Sts.
Peter, Alexis and Jonah, who led their flock in
very difficult times of Mongol invasions and
occupation of their lands, which made it
necessary for them to exercise their archpastoral
ministry, under the jurisdiction of the Patriarch of
Constantinople, from the city of Moscow, thereby
laying the foundations for the Church of Russia.

St. Jonah, who was the last Metropolitan
living in Moscow to bear the Kyivan title, was a
native of Galich in the Kostroma oblast, a city
which took its name from the city of Halych in
western Ukraine, which gave Halychyna its name.
St. Peter was a native of Volyn’ in Ukraine. St.
Alexis was the son of the boyar, Theodore
Byakont, who had moved to Moscow from
Chernihiv in Ukraine and founded the princely
Pleshcheyev and Ignatiev families.

Born in 1293 (some sources give other
dates), Alexis was baptized Eleutherius (the word
“eleftheria” in Greek means “freedom”). The
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Enesdepiem (rpeLbKe cNoBO «eneBTepis» 03Havae
«cBoboga»). No HapogHomy Le im'a — «Onbdep»
(no pociicbkomy — «Anbdep»). OToXK 3rigHo 3
Tpagmuieto, Wwo MoHax npu NocT pmsi Npuiimae
HOBe iM’Al, AIKE NOYMHAETLCA NepLloto BYKBOH
nonepeaHboro imeHi, Onbdep ctas Onekciem (no
pociicbKomy — ANEKCEN).

XnonumHa 6yB 34i6HUIN A0 HayKK, ane sk i
6iNbLLIICTb XNONLIB BiH TaKOX N0O6UB rpaTucs.
OpgHoro pasy, Konu nomy 6yno 12 nit BiH NoBMB
nTawku. Mpu ubomy 1 3acHyB i nouys Fon0c,.Wo
3BEPHYBCA 0 HbOTO BXKMBAOUM MOro ManbyTHE
iMm’a yepHeye: «OnekKcito! Yomy TM Tpyauwica Ha
OAPeMHO? TU XX Ma€L OBUTU Ntogen.» Xaoneub
cTaB Wwe 6inbl NoBaXKHMM Nicas Uboro i B Bili 15
NiT BMPIWKB, WO BiH NPY NepLin MOXANBOCTI Nige
8 MoHacTup.

OTox i BcTynuB y boroasneHcbKkuin
MoHactnp y Mocksi B p. 1320 i ctaB NoB0OXKHUM,
NOCBAYEHUM Ta MNOCAYLIHUM YeHuem. MuTtponoauT
Kuiscbkuia, PeorHoct, HacTynHuK C.. MNeTpa, Wo, Ak
i TOl, Nnpo*kmneas y MOCKBI, 3BepHyB yBary Ha
€HeprilHiCTb, TaNaHT i AYXOBHI Aapy MOA0A0T0
YeHusn i BMbpaBs ioro gonomaraTv iomy B
MOro Ba*KKOMY apXMacTUPCbKOMY CAYKiHHIO.

3 yacom BiH BUCBATMB 1Oro Ha MuTponoaut
M. Bonogumumpa Ha piui Knasmi. Yepes gekinbka nit
y p. 1354 cam OneKcit cTaB HAaCTYMHUKOM
deorHocTa, AK Mutpononut Kuiscbkuit. Bin
noaascA B KOHCTaHTUHOMOb, Wob MaTpiapx
BUPILLMB HOPUCOMKLIMHY HE3rogy NOMIX HUM i
MwuTtpononntom PomaHom JIMTOBCbKMM MPO 3emni
Pyci. 3axigHA yacTuHa, fAKa BKAOYaAa 1 YKpaiHy
nokopsanaca KHasto Onbrepay JIMTOBCbKOMY, @ HaA,
CXiAHbOO ¢ NiBHiYHOO BoIOAiIB KHA3b
MoOCKOBCbKWI, IK Bacanb XaHa MOHIoNbCbKOrO.
Micis Onekcis 6yna BgayHoto 60 K Matpiapx Kanict
3aTBEPAMB MOT0, AK APXMENMUCKONA (32 MPAKTUKOIO
BizaHTii TUTYyN ApXMENUCKONA NepeBuLLYE TUTYN
MwuTpononuTa) Kuesa i Bciei Pyci, Ta HaBiTb Ha3BaB
noro EKsapxom natpiapwmm.

Konu Cs. Onekcit noBepTaBscs 3i CBOEi micii
3ipBanaca Bennka byps i kopabenb mas notonaTtu.
OnekKcilt 06iusB nobyaysaTn Xpam y yectb CBSTOro
Ha Ynii AeHb Kopabenb ycnilwHO NpUYanuTb 40
nopTy. Lle Hactano Hal6/29 cepnHa — B JeHb

colloquial Ukrainian version of the name is
“Ol'fer” (in Russian “Al’fer”). Hence in keeping
with the tradition that, upon receiving monastic
tonsure, the Monk takes a new name beginning
with the first letter of the former name, Ol’'fer
became “Oleksiy” (Russian — “Alyeksey”), which is
commonly rendered as “Alexis” in English.

The lad was studious, but like most boys,
also like to play. One day as he was catching
birds, at the age of 12, he dozed off and heard a
voice address him by the name he was to take as
a monk: "Alexis! Why do you toil in vain? You are
to be a catcher of people." The lad became very
serious after this and, at the age of fifteen,
decided that he would indeed enter a Monastery
as soon as he could.

Accordingly, he entered the Theophany
Monastery in Moscow in 1320 and became a
devout, dedicated and obedient monk. The
Metropolitan of Kyiv, Theognostus, successor of
St. Peter and like him living in Moscow, noted the
energy, talent and spiritual gifts of the young
Monk and chose him to aid him in his demanding
archpastoral ministry.

Eventually he ordained him as
Metropolitan of Vladimir-on-the-Klyaz’ma-River.
Several years after, in 1354, Alexis himself
succeeded Theognostus as Metropolitan of Kyiv.
He then traveled to Constantinople to have the
Patriarch resolve a jurisdictional dispute between
himself and Metropolitan Romanus of Lithuania
over the lands of Rus’, the western portion of
which (including Ukraine) was under the rule of
Knyaz’ Algirdas of Lithuania, while the eastern
and northern part was ruled by the Knyaz’ of
Moscow as a vassal of the Mongol Khan. Alexis’
mission was successful forPatriarch Callistus
confirmed him as Archbishop (according to the
Byzantine practice the title “Archbishop” is higher
than that of “Metropolitan”) of Kyiv and all Rus’,
even naming him Exarch of the Patriarchate.

As St. Alexis was returning from this
mission there was a major storm and the ship
was in danger of sinking. Alexis vowed to build a
Church in honour of the Saint on whose day the
ship would successfully come ashore. This came




HepykoTtBopHoro Cnaca i Onekcit nobyaysas Xpam
y Mocksi B 4ecTb Lboro lNpasHuKa.

OAUH 3 HalBaXKuMX iCNUTIB HacTaB, KoM XaH
YaHunbek noknumkas oro B 300ty Opay, Wwob
BWJIiKYBaB MOro ApyxXuHy TaHbayny, AKa ocainna.
C.. OneKcilt npnbys B Opay Ta ckasas XaHoBi: «Lie
noHaza moi cunu, ane s Bipto, Wwo bor. AknMin nogae
3ip cninuam, TaKOXX MeHi gonomoxke.» focnogb
nobnarocnosus Bipy CBoro cayru i TaHbayna
npospina. Lle yyao ayke 4oNomMorno Moro nacrei,
KON BiH 3HOBY MmyciB nitn B 300101y OpAay 4o
HacTynHoro XaHa, bepgmnbeka, akuii moxe 11 bys
BiZiNOBiAa/IbHMM 3a BOMBCTBO cBOro 6aTbKa, Wob
3MWAYBaBCA Haf, MOro NnacTeoto. TaHbayna
npuragana boxy municte Ao Hei, Wo npuiwna
yepes cBATOro Bnaamky n gonomorsia nepekoHaTm
CBOrO CMHa 0BNerwnT HagMipHUI TArap NoAaTKiB,
AKMX BiH BYyB HaN0XMB Ha Hapoau Pyci. [Mu
NMOMICTUIN TYT KAPTUHY, AKY HAMANOBaB Cy4aCHMK
Tapaca LlleByeHkKa, Akis Pegoposuy Kankos (1816-
1854), TaKOX fK i BiH - 3BiIbHEHWI KpinaK, Ha Temy
o3goposneHHa Tanbayan Moanuteoto Cs. Onekcis].

Epyanuis, 3aB3ATICTb Ta MO30JIbHa NpauA
MwuTtpononuTa OnekKcis 3506y oMy cepua BCix
Hapogais Pyci. Koau BiH ynokoisca B 603i 12/25
ntotoro 1377 p., [OTNIAHYBLUM 332 KAHOHI3aLi€l0
CBOro nonepegHuka , Ce. MeTpa, BiH 3a coboto
3anuwme barato Xpamis Ta MoHacTupis, i B
OLHOMY 3 HUX i ByB NOXOPOHEHUN, TOBTO B
MoHacTupi Yyaiscbkomy. Lleit MoHacTtup 6yB
npuceayveHni Yygy ApxaHrena Muxaina B XoHax,
o Biabynocs B Bignosiab Ha Monuteu Ca..
Apxuna, i HUM cnacamca XpUCcTUAHK Big, noTony,
AKOro NYCTWU/IM HA HUX BOPOTrM XpUCTa, i TO 3a
nocepegHuuTBoM ApxaHrena Mwuxaina, AKui
BiABEpPHYB IMoro.

Cs. OneKcilt, cBOiMM MonnTBamMm Ta PEBHUM
CNYXKIHHAM, TAaKOX BigBepHyB 6arato 3/1a
nyLLLEHOro NPOTM MOro NacTeu. BiH 3anunwms
cnafok nucis, 6ecip Ta nepeknagis. Moro
nepeknagm 3 MOBM rpeLbKoi Ta EBaHrenii HanMcaHi
Moro K pyKkoto 36epiranmca cToniTramm B
MoHacTupi Yygiscbkomy. Ha xanb Moro 3akpuau
6inbwosuKkm B 1918 p. a go 1929 p. iioro Linkom
3HMWwmAn. Mouw,i Cs. Onekcif, Wo Tam cnovymsanu —
€AMHI, WO 3aaMWwmnAuncs, 60 X ix nepeHecnm B

about on August 16/29 — the Day of the Icon-not-
Made-by-Hands (“Nerukotvornoho Spasa”) and
Alexis had a Church built in Moscow in honour of
this Feast.

One of St. Alexis’ greatest challenges came
when he was summoned by the Khan of the
Golden Horde, Jani Beg, to heal his wife, Taidula,
of her blindness. St. Alexis travelled to the Horde
and told the Khan: “This is beyond my powers,
but | believe that God, Who gave sight to the
blind, will also aid me.” The Lord honoured the
faith of His servant and Taidula regained her
sight. This miracle stood his flock in good stead
when he had to travel again to the Horde to the
next Khan, Berdi Beg, who may have had his own
father assassinated, to seek mercy. Taidula
recalled God’s mercy extended to her through
the saintly Bishop and helped persuade her son
to lighten the unbearable burden of taxation he
had placed upon the people of Rus’. [We have
reproduced here the painting by Yakov
Fyodorovych Kapkov (1816-1854), a freed serf
who was a contemporary of Taras Shevchenko, of
the healing of Taidula through the prayers of St.
Alexis].

The erudition, determination and hard
work of Metropolitan Alexis won him a special
place in the hearts of all the peoples of Rus’.
When he reposed on February 12/25, 1377,
having seen to the canonization of his
predecessor, St. Peter, he left a legacy of
Churches and Monasteries and was buried in one
of them, the Chudov Monastery. It was dedicated
to the Miracle of the Archangel Michael at
Chonae in response to the prayers of St.
Archippus, by which Christians had been saved
from a flood directed against them by enemies of
Christ, through the intervention of the Archangel
Michael who diverted it.

St. Alexis, too, diverted many evils directed
against his flock through his prayers and zealous
ministry. He bequeathed a legacy of letters,
lectures and translations. His translations from
the Greek and gospels written by his own hand
were kept in the Chudov Monastery for centuries.
Alas, the Monastery was closed by the Bolsheviks




YcneHcbkunii Cobop a noTim B iHWKIA Xpam y
Mocksi. A 6e3LiHHI pyKONMCK, MiXK AKMMUK ByNn i
nepeknagn Cs. Onekcia 3 rpeLbKoi, nepeHecnn go
JepxasHoro Myseto IcTopii. A Ha micLi, Ae Konucb
ctoas MoHacTmp, cnopyannu wkony ana odiuepis
YepsoHoi Apmii.

Monuntsamm Cs. OnekKcia, Mutponoanta
KuiscbKoro i Bciel Pyci, Hexalt focnoab BigsepHe
YMCNEHHI TEPNiHHSA, AKi 3arpoXKyoTb MOTo BipHUM Y
3eM/IAX KOIMWHBLOI Pyci, i npuHece cnokili Ta
3naroay, B AKili 36epiraTUMyTbCs | iA€HTUYHICTD i
riAHICTb YCiX Y CNiNIKyBaHHIO Nt060BI. AMiHb.

in 1918 and, by 1929, was completely destroyed.
The Relics of St. Alexis which had reposed there
were the only ones which survived by being
moved to the Church of the Dormition and then
to another Church in Moscow. The priceless
manuscripts which included St. Alexis’
translations from the Greek written in his own
hand were moved to the State Historical
Museum. An officer’s school for the Red Army
was erected on the spot where the Monastery
once stood.

Through the prayers of St. Alexis,
Metropolitan of Kyiv and all Rus’, may the Lord
divert the many tribulations threatening faithful
of his flock in the lands of Rus’ and bring about
peace and harmony, in which the distinctiveness
and dignity of all are preserved in the bond of
love. Amen.




