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MwuHynoi Hegini My BigcBATKyBanv
nepemory iCTUHW Npo noynTaHHsa CBATUX
IKOH, YuMm mu nigTBepamnu, wo bor CuH,
Opyra Ocoba lMpeceaToi Tpownui giicHo
BTiNMBCSA, cTaB JltoanHo, He NepecTaBLUmn
Hikonn 6yTn n borom iCTUHHUM. B0 X KoK
ikoHOBopUi 3anepevyBanu, WO MOXHa
nucatu lkoun Cnacutens i CBATUX, BOHU
piBHOYACHO 3anepedvyBanu OiNCHICTb
BorosTineHHs. Bo x konu bor BTiNuBCA,
ctaB JltoanHoto, TO NPUNHSB | BNACTMBICTb
outo: BUAUMOro, AotopkansHoro Icyca 3
HaszapeTty, CnHa Mapii moxHa 6yno
onucaTtu, i MoxHa 1 nogoby Moro Hanncaty

Last Sunday we celebrated the
victory of the truth about the veneration of
Holy Icons, by which we confirmed that
God the Son, the Second Person of the
Trinity really incarnate, became Man,
without ever ceasing to be true God. For
when the iconoclasts denied that we may
write Icons of the Saviour and the Saints,
they were denying the reality of the
Incarnation. For when God became
incarnate, became Man, He thus took on
this quality: the visible, tangible Jesus of
Nazareth, the Son of Mary, can be
described, and one may also write his
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B cbopMi [koHK, 60 X AiNCHY NOANHY MOXHA
TaK OKpecnuTu.

OTox we pas nigTBepguna Llepksa
OL0 HEBMMOBHY TaeMHuUto: bor BTinnecs,
noeaHaBCA HaBiKM 3 NIOACHKO icToTOo. Mu
He NoknHeHi! Mn maemo gyxe Bucoke
NOKSTMKaHHS — 3pocTaT B JOCKOHAMNOCTI |
BoronopgioHocTi. CtaBatn Boxoto Jlackoto —
i HaLLOO CriByYacTiO B LIbOMY Nnpoueci —
cBaATUMM, sk BiH CeaTtui! Lle peanbHe
MoKNukaHHsA. Hac came go uboro m
3aknukas [focnoasb Icyc.

A SKLLO 00 LbOro 3aknukas, TO
3HauYUTb, LLIO Lie HE € CMPaBoo
HEMOXINBOI. MK MOXeMO TakMmu cTaTu.
Mwn He moxemo onpasaysaTtu cebe, Lo MU
He B cuni, Wo MK crnabkKi Nnoackki ictoTy,
rpilwHMKA. BiH e gaB i gae i HasaBxaun
nasatnme Ham yce — YCE! — wo Tineku
NoTPiOHE, YOro TiNbKN HAM He BUCTapyae,
Wwo6 MM CBOE BUCOKE MOKMUKaHHSA
ocarHynu. Lle »xx oueBngHoO He NpUxoauTb
came coboto. [oTpibHO 3ycuns,
YCBIOOMIEHHS, NOKASHHS.

Ane ue MOXHa — i NoOro Mm Takm
MOBUHHI OCArHYTU. XTO 3anepevye Le —
TOW 3HOBY CTaBUTb Nif CYMHIB pearbHiCTb
BoroBTineHHs, 60 X sKLO AiricHo BiH
yTinuecs To mycinu 6 6yTu BianoBigHi
Hacnigku ons ngcbkoro poay, Ansa aKoro
BiH npuiiHaB Taknn HebyBanum, Takun
pilLy4nin, Takun enoxanbHU Kpok. Lito
iCTUHY Tex Tpeba 6yno oGopoHUTM.

Bo x y 14-my Biui MoHax Bapnaam 3
Kanabpii B ITanii ctaB 3acymxyBaTtun TUX, AKi
CBiAYMNIIN, O BOHN YMHOIO, TUXOHO
MonuTteoto, yBaXkHVM MOBTOPEHHAM
IcycoBoi Monuteu ("l'ocnogw, Icyce
Xpucte, CuHy Boxuin, nomunyi mete,
rpiluHOro") ogepkysanu gapw BCiGOMMEHHSA
pearnbHoT Boxoi NPUCYTHOCTI BUAIHHAM
HEepPYKOTBOPHOIO CBiTIa - Takoro X, SIKoro
no6auunnu Ha ropi ®asop AnocTonu, Konu
nepea HMMK nepeobpasusca Nocnogb Icyc
XpucToc.

Bapnaam kasas, Wo Le He
MoxnuBe, 60 x bor HegocTynHUA ansa
nanHn. Mu moxxemo Tinbkn gymkotro oro

likeness in the form of Icons, because real
people can be so defined.

And so the Church reaffirms this
ineffable mystery: God has become
incarnate, He has forever joined Himself
with human nature. We are not
abandoned! We have been given a most
lofty calling - to grow in perfection and
Godlikeness. To become, by God's grace -
and our participation in this process - holy,
as he Holy! This is a true vocation. It is to
this very process that we have been called
by our Lord Jesus.

And if we have been so called, that
means that this is not impossible to
achieve. We can become thus. We may
not justify ourselves that we are
powerless, that we are weak human
beings, sinners. He gave, He gives and He
shall always give us everything —
EVERYTHING! — we need to attain to this
high calling. And, of course, this will not
just happen of itself. We must exert effort;
we must grow in awareness; we must live
a life of repentance.

But it is possible - and we ought to
achieve this. Who denies this - again
guestions the reality of the Incarnation, for
if God did indeed incarnate, important
consequences for the human race must
indeed have followed such an
unprecedented, decisive and momentous
step. It became necessary to defend this
truth, as well.

In the 14th century the monk,
Barlaam, of Calabria in Italy began to
condemn those who bore witness that,
through silent, mental prayer — chiefly the
attentive repetition of the Jesus Prayer
("Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have
mercy on me, a sinner") — they had
received gifts: the experience of the real
presence of God as a vision of the
uncreated Light seen by the Apostles on
Mount Tabor, when the Lord Jesus Christ
was transfigured before them.

Barlaam said that ithis was not
possible since God is inaccessible to



[OTOpKaTn, a BCAKI Hag3BMYanHi NoYyBaHHS
Ta BUAIHHA — npenecTb, camo-obmaH, abo
cnokyca. Moro ninxin 6ys gyxe
pauioHanbHui. Ane o60poHLi
BorosTineHHa nobaynnun n TyT OTy 3arpo3y
npoTu icTnHK, AKy Llepksa icnosigye i siky
BOHa nepexwusae B cobi: bor gicHo
BOMSI0TUBCA, Habnuaneca Ao Hac. OTox ue
HOPMasbHO, Lo MM MOXeMo Moro pisHumu
cnocobamu BiguyeaTtu, Moro cnasy 6aunty
B Mipy MOXHOCTW. Lle He epecb — Le icTuHa.

Tak TBepanB CeaTtutens [puropin
Manama (1296-1359), Apxiennckon
COonyHCbKWI, SIKOrO Nam’siTb CBATKYEMO
3axau B dpyry Heginto Ce. Benukoro
MocTy. 3a uto HayKy BiH MYCiB i cTpaxxgaTu.
Woro 3acyaunu 1 Bignyumnu Big Liepkew.
OnpaBganu Moro ax nig KiHeub A0ro XUTTS.
Ane us Hayka BTpuManacst i M1 go HUHi
icnoBigyemo, o XprUcToc AincHo [yxom
Catum Habnwkae Hac go bora i pae Ham
MOXIIMBICTb pagith Moro 6e3mexHio
Jlackoto i cTaBaTu, NOKasstHHAM, NOAIOHUMMU
Jo Toro, Lo Tak Hac nonbus, i 3ananms i
B Hac ntobos go Hboro.

humans. We can only experience Him only
with our minds, he said. Any extraordinary
feelings or visions are spiritual delusion,
self-deception or temptations. His
approach was very rational. But defenders
of the Incarnation saw in this
condemnation a similar threat against the
truth which the Church confesses and
experiences: God has truly become
incarnate — He has drawn near to us. Thus
it is normal that we might feel His
presence in various ways, and see His
glory as much as we are able to bear. This
is not heresy - it is truth.

Such was the affirmation of St.
Gregory Palamas (1296-1359), the
Archbishop of Thessalonica, whose
memory is always celebrated on the
second Sunday of the holy Great Fast. He
had to endure suffering for this truth.
Condemned and excommunicated from
the Church, He was not exonerated until
just before the end of his life on earth.
However, the message was a lasting one
and to this day we confess that Christ,
through the Holy Spirit, does indeed draw
us ever closer to God and grants us the
gift of joy in His boundless Grace and,
through continual turning to Him in
repentance, of becoming ever more like
the One Who so loved us, and kindled in
us the flame of love for Him.



