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Croroaninas €anrenis (Mapka 2:1-12)
3aIpoIye HaC 3HAXOUTH HATXHECHHS 1
HATPSMOK TSl HAIIOTO JKUTTS TPUKIIAJIOM
TUX YOTUPHOX JPY3iB CHApaTi30BaHOTO
YOJIOBIKA, SIK1 MaJIM TaKHi HEITOXUTHUH

HaMip JOTIOMOT'TH CBOEMY ApyroBi. Bonu He

pO34apyBaUCs TUM, 1[0 HE MOTJIH
nobparucs 1o Icyca, B mepennoBHEHOMY
JIoMi, Jie BiH MPOTMOBiIyBaB. BoHu mpocto

BIIKPHJIA CTEJIIO 1 CITYCTHJIM CBOTO JIpyra Ha

fioro noxi. ['ocionb 3BepHYB yBary Ha
MOAMBOT1IHY BIPY, Ky BUBUJIA IXHS
HEYXMJIbHA L1JEeCIPSIMOBAHICTb, 1
B3JIOPOBHB HEIYKOTO, ITepIIe
MIPOTOJIOCHUBIIH, 10 HOMY MPOINAIOTHCS
HOTO TPiXH.

3aBBaXMO, 10 IIJIECITPSIMOBAHICTb,

Second Sunday of the Great
Fast

Today's Gospel reading (Mark 2:1-12)
invites us to find inspiration and direction
for our lives in the example of the four
friends of the paralyzed man who were so
very determined to help their friend. They
were not discouraged when they could not
get into the crowded house where Jesus
was speaking. They made an opening in
the roof to let their friend down on his
pallet. The Lord recognized the amazing
faith expressed by their unflagging
determination, and healed the sick man,
first proclaiming that his sins were
forgiven.

Note that determination, persistence and
resourcefulness are linked to faith! We
may fail at times in our efforts to achieve
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IIOCIIJOBHICTD 1 BUHAX1IINUBICTH IIOB’ I3aH1
3 Biporo! HacoM MU 3a3HaEMO HEBJIa4y B
HAIINX 3YCHUISX OCSATHYTH IIOCH JIIHCHO
BapTIiCHE caMe Yepe3 Opak OIuX SKOCTEH.
bauumo, mo craerbes komu € Bipa? Tomy
10 YOTHPH YOJIOBIKM TaK CHIIBHO BIPHIIU B
Te, 10 Icyc MoXke 10IoMOITH IXHBOMY
JPYTOBi, 1 1m0 BiH 1€ TaK BUKOHA€ — BOHU
He 37aBajrcs. Bonu 3HalIg crocid Taku
MIPUBECTH LBOTO YOJIOBiKa 110 Icyca. Mu
MOKEMO 3aBBAKUTH, IO Bipa TaKOX
HO€EIHAHA 3 OKaHHIM. IXHE CHIIbHE
Oa)xaHHS JOMOMOTTH CBOEMY JIPYTOBI
JIOTIOMOTJIO M 3HAWTH Bipy 1 1ana
HaNPSMOK Til Bipi. MU TaKkoK MOKEMO
3HAWTH BIAMOBII HA HAII MPOOJIEMH Ta
BUKJIMKH, KOJIU ITOTITHEMO HA HUX O04MMa
Bipu. Timbku mogymMaiMo CKUTBKU K
ocsrayna Bipa! [Tpuragaiimo cobi
ATIOCTOJICHKE YUTAHHS 3 MHHYJIOT HEIUT
(EspeiB 11:24-26, 32-12:2) ta #ioro
€KTEHIIO PO BIpY.

A TaxkoX BasKJIMBUM € T€, 1100 MH CBOIO
Bipy BKJIaJIaJIH B Te, 110 JiliCHO BapTiCHE.
MuHye cTONITTS Aajio 6araTto MpUKIaIiB
TOT0, IO KOJIH JIFOJIU BIPSITh Y IIOCh
HEJIOCTOWHE, TO 1€ MPUBOJIUTH HE TUTHKHU JI0
pOo34apyBaHHs ajie OCTAaTOYHOTO U 0 PYiHU.
[Ipuragyiiaiimo nuie Ty 6e3714 J0AeH, 110
MOCTPAXAAIH Yepe3 Bipy B MOJIITHYHI
17I€0JIOT11 TaKl, IK KOMYHI3M Y HaIu3M. Ta
K HaBITh CaMy PEJIirito He TaK BaKKO
MIEPETBOPUTH MIPOCTO HA 17I€0JIOT1I0, Ha
MiJCTaB1 SKOT 11 MOCTITIOBHUKHA MOXKYTh
MOTOP/IKYBATH, TIEPECITITyBaTH a TO U
yOWBaTH 1HIIKX JIOJCH, Y Bipi, 110 1€
SIKUMOCH YMHOM CIIPHSITHME TXHII
KoH(peciiHIi cniTbHOTI. MOXe ToMy JesiKi
JIIOJIY YHUKAIOTh PENIITiHHUX YCTaHOB, SIK
MpoKa3y, a B TOH )K€ 4ac BU3HAIOTh
JyXOBICTh 11033 TAKUMH YCTAaHOBAMH.
KaxyTtb BoHu: «4 He Mymy iitu 1o Llepksu,
100 Biputu B boray. Ta octaTouno KoxHa
IyXOBICTb, IKY TUICKA€E TpyIa JTOeH, TaKu
1 TIOPOJIKYE SIKYCh YCTAaHOBY 3

something worthwhile because of a lack of
precisely these things. See what happens
when there is faith! Because the four men
believed that Jesus could and would help
their friend, they did not give up. They
found a way to get the man to Jesus. We
can see that faith is also linked to desire.
Their intense desire to help their sick
friend helped them find faith and guided
them in acting upon that faith. We, too, can
find answers to our problems and
challenges by looking through the eyes of
faith. Just think of all that has been
achieved by faith! Recall last Sunday's
Epistle with its litany of faith (Hebrews
11:24-26, 32-12:2).

It is also important that we place our faith
in something truly worthy of it. The last
century has shown over and over again that
faith placed in unworthy objects not only
disappoints but ultimately destroys. Think
of all the people who have suffered
because of faith in political ideologies such
as Communism and Nazism. Even religion
can all too easily degenerate into an
ideology which can move its adherents to
scorn, persecute and even kill other people
in the belief that this will enhance the
cause of their faith community. Perhaps
this is why some people avoid religious
institutions like the plague, all the while
professing a spirituality outside such
institutions. They say: "I don’t have to go
to Church to believe in God". But
ultimately, every spirituality that is
followed by a group of people will produce
an institution with all its complexity and
paradoxes.

Christians are called upon to put their faith
in God as revealed in the words and deeds
of Jesus. It is true that some have claimed
the authority of their particular branch of
Christianity as they persecuted and
oppressed others. But what they really did



MIPUTAMAaHHUMH T CKJIATHOCTSIMHU Ta
apagoKCaMHu.

XPpUCTHUSHU MTOKIIMKaH1 BipuTH B bora,
SIkoro mposBIISE 1 CIOBaMU i IimaMu
I'ocnoas Icyc Xpuctoc. Lle nmpasaa, 1o
JIEXTO IPETEH/IyBaB HA aBTOPUTET CBOET XK
T'iIKM XPUCTUSHCTBA 1 B TOH Ke yac
MIepecIliIyBaB Ta MPUTHIYyBaB iHIIKX. Ta Ha
CIpaBJii BOHU MPOCTO NEPETBOPIOBAIIN CBOIO
BipY Ha iJI€0JIOT110, UM TO ITHOPYIOUH YU TO
nepekpyuyroun Icycosi cnopa Ta aina. bo x
SIK 1HaKIIIe Moria O JIF0AMHA, ITOCIIIOBHUK
Icyca, 3aBnaBaTH KOy KOMYCh B iIMEHI
Toro, mo #e no3BoasaB CBoIM

TIOCITi TOBHMKAM CHJIOKO 3axuiaTy Horo, Ta
SIxuii MOTMBCS 3a THX, IIT0 Horo
nepeciiayBaiu TAKUMU He3a0yTHIMU
cioBamu: «Otye, MpocTu iM 00 K BOHU HE
3HAIOTb, 10 BOHU POOJISATH.

Bipa B uto JltoguHy, B locnoga Icyca Xpucra,
0a€ XuUTTA. BoHa npobypakye ntoboB Ta yBary
00 iHWuxX noaeit. BoHa aae BNeBHEHICTb Ta
NOCNifOBHICTb. BOHa fa€ BigBary He TiNbKK
nepeHoCUTU TPYAHOLLI, ane 1 nepemaraTy Li
TPYAHOLL B Bipi, LLLO came HaliKpalle — 3aBXKAan
nepeg Hamu. Yac lNocty npuragye Ham, Wwo
Halla OCHOBHA Li/lb — 3pOCTaTH B CMiNIKYBAHHI
Bipoto 3 borom yepes Icyca Xpucra. Cs.
Mpuropin Manama, AKOro nam’aTb MU CbOroAHi
CBATKYEMO — NEPEMOXKHMIN CBiQOK TOrO, Lo
TaKe CNifIKkyBaHHA AIMCHO MOXHA OCATHYTU 1
po3BMBaTU. YMHIMO XK Le pa3om!

was turn their faith into an ideology by
ignoring and/or wrongly interpreting His
words and deeds. How else could
someone, a follower of Jesus, hurt anyone
in the name of the One Who refused to let
His followers defend Him by force, and
Who prayed for His persecutors with the
unforgettable words: "Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do™?

Faith in this Person, the Lord Jesus Christ,
gives life. It awakens love and concern for
others. It inspires confidence and
persistence. It gives courage to not only
endure hardships but also to overcome
those hardships believing that the best lies
always before us. The time of Lent
reminds us that our main goal is to grow in
a faith relationship with God through Jesus
Christ. St. Gregory Palamas whom we
remember today bore a victorious
testimony that such a relationship can truly
be achieved and developed. Lets do it -
together!



