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Hapoo, sixuti 6 mempsgi xooums,

Csimno eenuxe nobavumo,

i HA0 Mumu, XmMmo cuoums y Kparo mini cmepmu,
Csimzo 3acsie nao numu! (Icai' 9:1)

IIpenooobrum omysam, monawecmasy ma ycim eipnum Yxpaincoroi Ilpasocnasnoi llepkeu noza
mexcamu Ykpainu ma nawum dbpamam i cecmpam no Bipi 6 Yrpaini,

B cuBy maBHMHY 111 ciioBa Oyfu JOHECEH1 A0 JIOACH, K1 KWW y TPUBO3l, CTpaci Ta BiA4aro,
JoNiel Mo30aBJICHUX YIEBHEHOCTI, Oe3mekn Ta mpucyTHocTi boxoi. Mu uyemo 111 cioBa Ha
novatky Pi3aBa, 3a0yBarouu mpo Te, 110 BIEpPIIE BOHU MPOJIYHAIU COTHI POKIB MEpe] TUM, SIK MU
novanu cBATKyBaTtu Pi3aBo. [1o miomy CBITOBI JIOJICTBO 1 A0CI HE YCBIAOMIIIOE 11i€i OYEBUIHOT
Ta airo4oi boxkoi icTuHU.

Pi3nBo I'ocnona namoro Icyca Xpucta, abo sik MU 1€ Ha3uBaeMo — Pi3[BsiHI CBSiTa — 3HOBY
HaOmkaeTbes! 3HOBY HacTaja Ll Iopa PoKy, a 3 HEK 1 pajliCHI XBWIMHU. AJle Haclpasi, 1110
take Pi3nBo? Uu 1e moJapyHKu MiJ sSUTMHKOIO, PI3/IBSHI CBITJIA Y BIKHAX, MPUBITAIbHI JTUCTIBKH,
BeYepl 3 POAMHOIO Ta JIPY3sIMM, CHII HA MOJBIp i, U npuBiTaHHA “Becenux cBAT” THX, XTO Ha
BYJIUILI IPOXOJUTH 1oB3 Hac? J{ns Garathox mroneit Pizassuuii [licT € yacom cMyTKy, TOMY 110
BOHU HE MalOTh MOXJIMBOCTI KYITyBaTH MOJAPYHKH JUIsl CBOIX JiTeH, poaudiB Ta apy3iB. barato
moae cyMyloTh y Pi3aBsSiHUI yac KOJIM BOHU 3raAylOTh MPO CBOIX OJIM3BKHX, SKI HE MOXYTh
MIPHUIXaTH J0JIOMY Ta CBATKYBaTH pa3oM 3 HUMH. Beueps Ha Jlenp [loasku st meKoro Ha Kalb
3aIIUIIAE€THCS TUTBKH MPIETO, a HE PEaNbHICTIO.

OnnouacHo, Pi3aBsuuit ITict Moxke OyTH MOpPOIO BETUKOI pajsocTi, 0COOIMBO SKIIO MU OyIemMo
nam’ataTH 1o 4yepe3 Hboro bor nokazye Cpoto JIro6oB o Hac. e Moxxke OyTH yac 31UIEHHS Ta
BIJJTHOBJICHHs CcWJI. PI3ABSIHI CBSITa — 1€ KOJM MM CBATKyeMo piznBo Jutsatu Icyca. bor nmocnas
Csoro Cuna, Icyca Xpucra, Ha 3eMmo mo6 Bin BomioTuscs i ctaB oguuM i3 Hac. HMoro pisaso
MIPUHECIIO BEJIUKY PaJiCTh LIOMY cBiTy. [lacTyxu, Myzapeli Ta aHrenu 3 pajicTio po3MOBCIOIMIN



Becely HOBUHY. Bonu 3Hanu, mo ne Hemosns Oyno HangzBuuaiiHum. [Ipopoxu roBopuim mpo
Horo mpuxin Ha mpoTa3i TUCAY poKiB. 3ipka 3acisuia y Budneemi, mob mokaszaTu 10pory THM,
XTO XOTIB MOKJIOHSTUCS He3BUYaitHOMY HemoBIsATH.

PiznBo Takox € wac Ha po3aymu. Lo € Ttakoro ocobmmBoro y Pi3nBsHUX cBATax, 1m0 BOHH
30uparoTh Jirosed 10 kynu? YoMy MU iieMo 10 Hamioi 6adyci, poaudiB abo Jpy3iB 1010My Ha
BEIIMKY BEUEPIO Ta OOMIHIOEMOCS MapyHkamMu? YoMy MU 1IeMO Ha pi3BsiHI 3a0aBU € € JIFO/H,
SKUX MU HaBiTh He 3HaeEMO? HesasiexHo BijJ| MPUYWHU, MH TIOBUHHI 33 [yMYBaTUCS HAJ (aKTOM,
o HixTo Ha Pi3ABsHI cBATa HE X04e OyTH Ha caMOTi. Pi3[BsHI CBATAa MEPETBOPIIIMCS Ha 4ac
KOJIM MM PO3JIa€EMO MOJAPYHKH, K1 € 3HAKOM JIFO0O0BI Ta IPYKOU MK JIFObMU. AJle po3JaBaHHS
Ta OYIKYBaHHS IOJAPYHKIB MOXE BUHTH 1032 PaMKH JI03BOJICHOTO. bakaHHS OnsAraTHCs Y
HaWMOJHIIIHNK OJsT, Oa)KaHHS MaTH HAWHOBINIE YYAO0 TEXHOJOTIi MOXE CTaTH BAXJIMBIIIMM 3a
Ipyx0y, SIKy TOJApYHOK CHMBOJI3ye co0oro. Yacto momu cyasTth apyxO0y 1O BapTOCTI
MOJIapyHKa, a He Mo J0OpUX pucax XapakTepy JIOJIUHU, SKa Japye el JapyHOK — IO € JyXKe
HEOE3MEYHOI0 CTEKHUHOI, — CTEKHUHOI, SKa MOXKE IPHUBECTH 0 pPO3IpBaHHSA JPYKOHW Ta
CaMOTHOCTI, YOT0 HIXTO 3 Hac He Oaxkae.

Icyc Xpucroc sk CnacuTtenb TPUXOIAUTH IS BCIX, a HE TUIBKU JJII BUOPAHUX JIFOJICH. Horo
Pi3aBo € 3nHakom boskoi m060Bi Ta TypOOTH 3a HAC, 1 TOTO, IO MU HAJICKHUM ﬁOMy Ta OIUH
oxHOMy. 3BicTKa mpo Moro Pi3nBo Brepiie Gyita IPOrooIIeHa nacTyxaM — JIFOISIM HafHIKIOTO
CYCITUTBHOTO KJIacy, SIKUM 4acTO He JOBIpsuid. AHrenu nporojocwin: “CrnaBa y BumHix bory, i
Ha 3eMJTI MAP, MDXK JTFOZbMHU OJIAaTOBOJTIHHS CITIOHYKAIOYW HE3HAHOMMX CTaTH JAPY3SIMH a BOpOTam
nomuputucs. Ha nuisaxy no apyxOu Ta BU3HAHHS JIIOJCKOI CHUIBHOTH, MU 3HaXOJHMMO BOJIIO,
sKa J1a€ HaM 3MOTY UTH JIPYKHO OJMH 3 OJHUM Ta MOBa)KaTH KOKHOTO 30KpeMa.

Ham Cnacutens BYMTH HAc, IO MHJIOCEPs, NPOIIEHHS, PaJiCTh, MHP Ta CHPaBEIJIUBICTDH
HACIpaB/i ICHYIOTb, a HE SBIAIOTHCS TUIBKM MpisiMU. BoHM € AilicHUMHU, TOMY 10 XPHCTOC,
KW HapoauBCs y Budueemi € mnpaBauBUM yOCOOJICHHSIM MUWJIOCEPAS, NPOIICHHS, PaJOCTi,
MUpY Ta crhpaBeanuBocTi. Lle € cmpaBxkHi pi3ABsHI momapyHku, mupo naHi Ham Tum, Koro
Cesarom PiziBa cMuUpeHHO Ta 3 pagicTIO MU maHyeMo. Mu MoiuMoch 3a Bac, 3a Bami ponunu,
3a Bami mapadissibHi rpoMagy Ta 3a LUIHHM CBIT, 00 LI mogapyHKu Oynu mpuitHsaTi Bamu 3
YUCTUM CEpIIeM, PO3yMOM Ta AyIIelo, Ta mo0 By mBHUIKO pO3TOpHYNIH iX 1 MOYaIH AUTUTUCS
HUMU 3 IHIIUMHU — MOXIIMBO HaBIiTh 3 TUMH, KOro Bu He 3HaeTe — MO0 BOHU TAaKOX 3MOTIHU
3p03yMiTH, [0 HACMpaB/i 03Havyae OyTH “BaoMa Ha Pi3aBsiHi cBsita”. HeliMoBipHiIIe BChOTO € Te,
[0 KOJIM MM JUTUMOCS IUMH JapaMu, BOHU MPUMHOXKYIOTbCS IIBUALIE HDK MU BCTHTA€EMO iX
po31aBaTH.

B cBaruit nenp Pizaa I'ocioga bora i Cnaca Hammoro Icyca Xpucra, konu Bu Oynere B 1opo3i
Ha Pi3aBsHy Beuepro, abo 10 CBOiX POJAMUIB Ta ApYy3iB, a00 1100 OOMIHATHCS MOJAPYHKAMH UM
MIPOCTO, 11100 3BECTH MOJAAYHI MOJIUTBU A0 bora y 1mepksi, MoJliThes 3a BCiX, koro Bu 3yctpinete



no noposi. [logymaiite, Mo BOHM 3aBAsKH Barriii MOTUTBI, MOXJIMBO MPUUAIYTh O Mi3HAHHSA
Toro, mo Bwu Bxe Bipute: mo bor, yepe3 moboB Icyca Xpucra, nepedyBae pa3om 3 HaMHU y
HaIMX JOMIBKaX, a He B ysABi. OTOXK, 1aBaliMO KHTH KOXEH JCHb IOTPUMAIOYHCH ITi€] ICTHHH 10
KIHI{A HAIIOTO KUATTA.

XPUCTOC POXKIAETHCHA! CJIABIMO HOI'0!
Pizo60o Xpucmose 2013-2014
3 apxuepercbKuMu 0JaroCIOBEHHIMH,

+ FOPIM, Mumpononum
Ykpaincovkoi Ilpasocnasnoi llepkeu ¢ Kanaoi
+ AHTOHIH, Mumpononum
Ykpaincokoi llpasocnasnoi lepkeu CLIIA
Micyebniocmumens Yxpaincoroi Ilpasocnaenoi Llepxeu 6 /liscnopi
1 loan, Apxuenuckon
Ykpaincokoi llpasocnasnoi Llepksu 6 /lisicnopi
t EPEMIA, Apxuenuckon
Ykpaiucovkoi [lpasocnasnoi €napxii bpasunii ma Ilisoennoi Amepuku
+ UVIAPIOH, €nuckon
Ykpaiucoxoi [lpasocnasnoi [lepkeu 6 Kanaoi
TAH/IPIIZ, Cnuckon
Ykpaiucovkoi [lpasocnasnoi [lepkeu ¢ Kanaoi
T jIAHHI:]I, Enuckon
Ykpaincvkoi Ilpasocnasnoi l{epkeu CILIIA
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The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness
—on them light has shined. (Isaiah 9:2)

To the Venerable Clergy, Monastics and Faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church beyond the
Borders of Ukraine and to our Brothers and Sisters of the Faith in Ukraine,

These words were spoken long ago to people living in anxiety, fear, and despair, people feeling
bereft of security, safety and any sense of God’s presence. We hear them early on Christmas,
forgetting that they were first spoken hundreds of years before the birth we are celebrating.
Human beings throughout our planet still yearn to know that a more gracious and divine reality is
active and evident in our lives.

The Nativity, or as it is often referred to — Christmas — is here! The season has come and, with it,
many joyous moments. However, what is the real meaning of the Nativity? Is it the gifts under
the tree, the lights in the windows, the cards in the mail, dinners with family and friends, snow in
the yard, stockings hanging in the living room, and greetings of “Merry Christmas” to those who
pass us in the streets? Is this really what the Nativity is? For many people, the Nativity Feast is a
time of sorrow. They do not have the ability to buy gifts for their children, family and friends.
Many are saddened at Christmas time when they think of their loved ones who will not be able to
come home to join in the festivities. A turkey or ham dinner may be only a wish and not a
possible reality for some.



Yet, the Nativity Feast can be a season of great joy, especially if we remember that God is
showing His great Love for us through it. It can be a time of healing and renewed strength. You
see, Christmas is when we celebrate the birth of the Christ Child. God sent His Son, Jesus Christ,
into the world to be incarnate — to become one of us. His Nativity brought great joy to the world.
Shepherds, wise men and angels all shared in the excitement of knowing about this great event.
They knew this was no ordinary Child. The prophets had told of His coming hundreds of years
before. The star stopped over the cave in Bethlehem to mark the way for those who were
searching for this special Child.

The Nativity is also a season for reflection: What is it about Christmas that draws people
together? Why do we go to our grandmother’s house for a big dinner or visit family and friends
who we see but once a year to exchange presents? Why do we attend one Christmas party after
another with people we do not really know? Whatever the reason, it should cause us to reflect
deeply about the fact that no one wants to be alone at Christmas. Christmas has become a time
for gift-giving. Gifts are a sign of the love and friendship people have for one another. At the
same time, gift-giving, and perhaps the expectation of gifts, can get out of hand. The desire for
the latest fashion or gadget can become more important than the friendship a gift symbolizes.
Sometimes people judge friendships more by the value of the gifts they are given rather than the
value of the person who gives it to them. This is a dangerous path to tread — one which can lead
to the breaking down of relationships and the cause of loneliness when we want most to not be
alone.

Jesus Christ comes as Saviour for all, not just for a select few. His Nativity is God’s
proclamation that we all matter and that we belong to Him and to one another. The message of
His Nativity was first announced to shepherds — those people living on the margins of society
and often not trusted by others. The angels proclaimed, “Glory to God on High and peace and
good will amongst all people” enabling strangers to become friends and enemies to be
reconciled. In that journey towards friendship and the recognition of our common humanity, we
discover a freedom which enables us to live in peace with one another and to have respect for
every individual and every culture.

Our Saviour teaches us that mercy, forgiveness, joy, peace and justice are all possible realities
and not to be found only in our dreams. They are possible realities because it is Christ born in
Bethlehem Who is true mercy, forgiveness, joy, peace and justice. These are the genuine gifts of
Christmas, presented abundantly to us by the One, Whose humble nativity we joyfully celebrate.
Our prayer for you, for your families, for our parish communities and for our entire world is that
these gifts are received with pure hearts, minds and souls and that you will unwrap and quickly
share them with others — perhaps even those you may not know in order that they too can
discover what it truly means to be “home for Christmas.” Most incredibly, when we share these
gifts they are replaced almost more quickly than we can give them away.



When you are on your way to Christmas dinner, or to visit family and friends, or to exchange
gifts, or to attend another Christmas party or to church to offer praise and gratitude to God on
one of the Nativity Holy Days, pray for everyone you greet. Think about how they might come
to know what you already believe through those prayers — that God is at home with us and we
are to be at home with him, not in a dream, but in reality through the love of Jesus Christ. May
we always live as though we truly hold this to be true all the days of our life.

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!
The Nativity of Christ 2013-2014

With Archpastoral Blessings,

1 YURIJ, Metropolitan
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
1 ANTONY, Metropolitan
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and
Locum Tenens Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora
+ I0AN, Archbishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora
1 JEREMIAH, Archbishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of Brazil and South America
1 ILARION, Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ ANDRIY, Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
1 DANIEL, Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA



