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Our Venerable Father Shio
(Simeon) of Mgvime

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop KyTtaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«CBATun OT1ye LUio, 06pa3 nokasiHHA i XxepTBU
ansa Hapopy Mpysii, 6naran Bora nogatn Ham
CMOKiN | BeNIUKY MUAICTb!»

Ha 22-ro TpaBHs 3a [puropiaHcbLKnm
KaneHgapem (ue — 9-ro TpasH4 3a HOniaHCbKUM),
MW NOMWHAEMO YcriHHA Benukoro CBATOro
Llepksu Mpysii 6-ro ctonitT4, NpenogobHoro LWio
(CumeoHa) MrenmMmcbKoro.

Lio 6yB ypoaxeHuem AHTiOXiT CUpIACBKOI
(6nn3bko MOAEpPHOro TypeLbKoro micta AHTaKir).
(dexTo nuwe, wo BiH cnpasai 6yB ypoaxeHUem
"pysii — sika 3Banacs |16epieto 3a yaciB Pumcekoi
iMnepii a no-rpy3nHcbkomMy « CakapTBeno» - Sk
nogascs B AHTIOXiO , Wo6 3pocTaTtn y CBOEMY
YepHeYoMy NOKMMKaHHIO, a NoTiM NOBEPHYBCS B
Cpysito ANA CRyxXiHHA cBoeMy Hapoaosi). Moro
iM’st - MaByTb rpy3nHCBHKWIA BapiaHT iMeHi 3 iBpuTy
«CnmeoH» (4acom CKOpodeHo, 9k « CUMOHY), Lo
O3Havae «Tou, Wwo cnyxae (Cnosa
"ocnogHbLoro)».

LLio noxoamB 3 6araToi lWnsAxeTcbKol
poavHu. Momy nanu gobpy ocBiTy ane gywa
WOro nparHyrna a He nule iHTenekTyanbHoro a n

“O Holy Father Shio, image of repentance
and offering for the Georgian people,
entreat God to grant us peace and great
mercy!”

On May 22 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is May 9 on the Julian) we commemo-
rate the falling asleep of a %reat Saint of the
Church of Georgia of the 6" century, St. Shio
(Simeon) of Mgvime.

Shio was a native of Syrian Antioch
(near the modern Turkish city of Antakya).
(Some sources say that he was really a native
of Georgia — called Iberia in Roman times and
“Sakartvelo” in Georgian — who traveled to An-
tioch to grow in his monastic vocation and then
returned to Georgia to minister to his people).
His name seems to be the Georgian version of
the Hebrew name “Simeon” (sometimes abbre-
viated as “Simon”), which means “he who hears
(the Word of the Lord)”.

Shio’s came from a wealthy noble fami-
ly. He was well-educated, but his soul yearned
for spiritual as well as intellectual nourishment.
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AyXOBHOro kopmy. Y Biui 20 niT, no4yBLIX NPO
Tpyaun y nyctuHi MpenogobHoro IBaHa
3easHincbKoro (MpissuLLe MOro — 3 Ha3BWU ropu B
pysii Henoganik micta MuxeTun, ae NoBCTaB |
MoHacTup 3 TuM e imeHeM) i noro Gparii-
YeHuie, BiH nobaxae npuegHaTuca Ao HUX. IeaH
cKasas, WO BiH i NpuiAMe 1Ooro nicns Toro, Konm
Noro 6aTbKM TakoX NPUNMYTb YepHeLuTBO. Tak
BOHO 1 ctanocs i Wio, gaswun ceobony pabam
POOMHM | cCNpoaaBLLM CBOO BMACHICTb Ta
nepegasLum 3406yTe noTpebyoymm, pagicHoO
npueaHascs o C.. IBaHa y 1oro nogsurax.

| Tak cTaB BiH 0gHMM 3 12-0X YeHLUiB, SKMX
BnbpaB IBaH, nicnsa 20-ox NiT CTPOroro MOHAaLIOro
XUTTH, TPYAWUTUCS | CAY>KUTU Pa3oM 3 HAM Y
Mpysii. Llen kpawn ctaB 6yB XpUCTUAHCBHKOO
Aep>kaBoto B 4-My BiLli 3aBASAKM HaBYaHHS Ta
Monutoe CB. PiBHoanoctonbHoi HiHn (ocb TyT).
OpaHak BipyBaHHSA 1 3BMYal A3MYHMLTBA gani
6ynu cunbHUMK (K ByBae 1 40 HUHI — HaBITb Y
XpUCTUSAH - TOBTO CNoKyca XNTn Ha4ebTo He
Oyno »xogHoro BoXoro ogKpoBeHHS!, a 0cCoObNMBO
»oaHoro borosTineHHs i »xogHoro BockpeceHHs
"ocnogHboro).

Ce. Wio maB nocenutucsa B nevepi B
CapkiHeTi Henoganik MuxeTu i XXUTu CTporum
XUTTAM ackeTa. 3 HAM XUnu n auki 3Bipi (He
pigko 6yBae Tak, Lo NPMPOOHE OKPYXEHHS
HaBkono CBAToro crae BianyHHsam Pato, ae
BiZIHOBNEHa rapMoHisi NOMiXK NIOAbMU Ta
TBapuHamun). CTano npoTikaTu gxepeno Boan B
Moro nevepi, a bxy npuHocus riomy rony6. Jlet
LbOro ronyba eBeHTyanbHO AaB APYrUM fogam
3HaTW NPO Te, O NOMIK HUX 3HAX0QUTbCA
CsaTeUb, i 4EXTO 3-MOMXK HUX OCTATO4YHO
NpUeaHaBCs A0 NOro YepHeYmnx Tpyais.

Mi>k HUMK 6yB NPOBIAHWI OISy Yy
uapcbkomy asopi, Cs. EBarpin. Llap MNapcmaH
Takox Npubys NobaunTK Lo NIOAUHY, sKa
3abpana Big HbOro BIPHOroO MOro Cryry, i BiH Ha
OCTaHKY 3HSAB CBOI KOPOHY i BMaB Ha KosiHa
nepen Cesatum OTuem. Toai gas BiH Cs. Wio
3acobu, wob nobyaysatn Xpam. Myx boxun
3HaKnwWwoB micue ans noro nodynosu y cnocid,
AKOro HaMm He cnif HacnigysaTu: BiH NOKNaB
roproye BYrinms y CBOK pyKy, HEMOB 61 BOHa
Oyna Kagunom i KMHyB fiagaHy Ha Heoro. LLio
3pobuB 3HaK Ha TOMy MicUi, Ae AUM NigHABCA
npocTo Bropy i Tam nobyaysanu n Xpam. Ckopo

At the age of 20, having heard of the labours of
St. John of Zedazeni (a mountain in Georgia
near the ancient city of Mtskheta — the site of a
Monastery of the same name) and his brother
Monks in the wilderness, he sought to join
them. John said he would accept him after his
parents took up the monastic life. This came to
pass and Shio, having freed the family’s slaves
and sold his possessions to give them to the
needy, joyfully joined St. John in his endeav-
ours.

Thus he was among 12 Monks chosen
by John — after 20 years of strict monastic life -
to labour and minister along with himself in
Georgia. This land had become a Christian
nation in the 4™ century through the teachings
and prayers of St. Nina, the Equal-to-the-
Apostles, (click here). Nonetheless pagan be-
liefs and traditions were still strong (as they are
to this day — even for Christians - i.e. to live as
though there had been no revelation from God
and especially no Incarnation and no Resurrec-
tion of our Lord).

St. Shio’s part was to settle in a cave in
Sarkineti near Mtskheta and to lead a strict as-
cetic life. His home was shared by wild animals
(it is not unusual for the natural environment
around a Saint to become an echo of Paradise
where the harmony between humans and ani-
mals is restored). A spring began to flow in his
cave and food was brought to him by a dove.
Its flight eventually alerted other folk to the
Saint’s presence and some of them eventually
joined in his monastic labours.

Among these was a prominent man of
the King’s court, St. Evagrius. King Parsman,
too, came to see the man who had taken his
trusted servant from him and ended by taking
off his crown and falling on his knees before the
holy Father. He then granted St. Shio the re-
sources to build a Church. The Man of God
found the place for this construction in a man-
ner we must not try to imitate: he placed a burn-
ing coal in his hand as though it were a censer
and sprinkled some incense on it. Shio made a
mark at the spot where the smoke rose straight
up into the air, and the Church was constructed
there. Soon it became the centre of a Monas-
tery — called Shio-Gvime (meaning “Shio’s
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CTaB BiH ocepeakom i MoHacTups — sikoro
HasBanu Wio-Mrume (o o3Havae «[levepa
Lio»).

Ouvonueln 6paTTito neBHUN Yac, LWio
HasHauyumB EBarpisi, Ik CBOro HacCTynHWKa, i NpoBiB
we 15 niT y cTporii camiTHOCTI, MONAYMCH 3a
yBecCb CBiT. Bigkpuscs oMy yac roro Bigxoay.
BiH npuiiHae Hawnceariwi TanHn, nigHas cBoi
pykun goropu i npomosumeLn: «O Nocnoaw,
npunmn aywy paba TBoro», 3acHyB y locnogai.
Ocb Ha LUbOMy canTi MOXXHa 3HaWTK BiAEo —
PO3MoBigb MNPO MOro XUTTH (Ha YKPaIHChLKIN
MOBI):0Cb TYT.

Mouwwi Cs. Wio gani nepebyBatoTb y 1ioro
MoHacTupi, akmin, nicns po3sany PagsiHCbKol
IMnepii, 3HOBY YMHHWUI | NpUBaGOE TYPUCTIB Ta
nanoMHukiB. Hexan xe noro Monuten NpnHOCATb
MMP | FAPMOHI0 MOMIX KpaiH, Wwo 6ynn Yyactkamm
Liel MogepHOT 3anuLKM NpucTpacTemn iMnepcbKol
BNagn, sika TaK CUSbHO BigMiHHA Big MUPHOIO
ynpasniHHa Llaps Hag uapsmu, Akui sBonogitume
HaBiKW i BiKW. AMiHb.

cave”).

After leading the Monks for some time,
Shio appointed Evagrius as his successor and
spent 15 more years in strict seclusion, praying
for the world. The time of his departure was
revealed to him. He partook of the Holy Myster-
ies, lifted up his hands saying: “O Lord, receive
the soul of Your servant” and fell asleep in the
Lord. A video account of his life (in Ukrainian)
may be found at this site: click here.

St. Shio’s holy Relics remain in the
Monastery, which after the fall of the Soviet
Empire, is once more functioning and attracting
tourists and pilgrims. May his prayers bring
peace and harmony among the nations which
made up this modern vestige of the passion of
imperial power which is in such contrast to the
peaceful reign of the King of kings, Who shall
reign forever and ever. Amen.
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