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«...[A] ocb mym maneHbKi 2pixu Mo20
6pama, siki nepedi MHOO, | 1 sumpayaro
ceill yac 3acyoxyeamu ix.»

CeaTtun AHTOHI Benvkun €runTy,
NMOKPOBMWTEMb 3aCHOBHUKIB YKPATHCBLKOrO
YepHeuTtBa, MpenogobHoro AHTOHIS Kneso-
Meuepcbkoro, ckasaB ogHoro pasy: "Hawwe
XWUTTS | HalWwa cMepTb 3 HaLWWM CyCigOoM.
Axkwo mu 30obyaemo ceoro 6paTta, Mu
npuabanu bBora, ane AKWO MU CNOKYCUMO
cBoro 6para, mu 3rpiwmnm npotu Xpucrta".
Ha 30-ro 4yepBHs 3a ['puropiaHcbknm
KaneHgapeM (ue — 17-ro yepBHs 3a
FOniaHCLKMM) MU CBATKYEMO NaM'aATb OOHOro
3 yyHiB ABBM AHTOHIS, CB. lNiopa, Akoro
nam'sTaloTb B OCHOBHOMY 3 IOro HaBYaHHS
npo Te, K MV MOBWHHI CTaBUTUCA [0 HaLWnX
OpariB i cectep.

Ocb 5K Le 3anncaHo B KNnacu4HoOMy
AyxoBHOMY TBOpi Bucnosu OTuiB
MyctenbHukiB (Apophthegmata Patrum):

Byna B TOM Yac 3ycTpiy y CkuTi npo
GpaTa, skun 6yB 3rpiwme. OTUi
rosopunu, a Aesa lMiop MoB4aB.
MMi3Hiwe, BiH BCTaB i BUNLLOB; BiH y34B
MiLLIOK, HArMOBHMB MOro MiCKOM i HiC
noro Ha nne4vax. BiH noknae Tpoxu
NiCKY TaKOX B HEBESTMYKUA MILLIOK,
SIKOro BiH Hic neped coboto. Konu
OTui 3anuTanu noro, WO Lie 03Havyarno

“..[Alnd see here are thellttle sins f
my brother which are in front of me,
and | spend my time judging them.”

St. Anthony the Great of Egypt,
the Patron Saint of the founder of
Ukrainian monasticism, St. Anthony of
the Kyivan Caves, once said: “Our life
and our death are with our neighbour. If
we gain our brother, we have gained
God, but if we cause our brother to
stumble, we have sinned against Christ.”
On June 30 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is June 17 on the Julian) we
commemorate one of Abba Anthony’s
disciples, St. Pior, who is remembered
chiefly for a teaching of his about the
way we ought to relate to our brothers
and sisters.

Here is how it is recorded in the
spiritual classic The Sayings of the
Desert Fathers (Apophthegmata
Patrum):

There was at that time a meeting
at Scetis about a brother who
had sinned. The Fathers spoke,
but Abba Pior kept silence. Later,
he got up and went out; he took a
sack, filled it with sand and
carried it on his shoulder. He put
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0, To BiH ckas3aB: "Y uel MiLlOK, KA
MICTUTb B6araTo nicKy, MO rpixu, SKMUX
GaraTo; s noctaBuB ix Nno3agy cebe,
Wo6 He BEHTEXMTMCA NPO HUX i, WoO
He nnakaTtu [To6To nokasTucsl]; a ocb
TyT HebGaraTo rpixiB moro 6para, sKi
nepeni MHO, | 1 BUTpadato CBil yac
3acymokyeaTtu ix. Lle HenpaBunbHo. A
pajlle NoBUHEH HOCUTKM CBOI IPixm
nepepn coboto i KIonoTaTUCs NPo HKX,
npoca4n bora NpoCTUTK MeHI 3a HUX".
OTui BcTanu i ckasanu: "lcTuHHO, Ue
LsX cnaciHHa".

MonuTucs 3a Hawwux 6partBa i cectep,
npoLLaymn iM i 3aKnmMKak4m iHWKX NPOCTUTH
im, sik BUMTBL CB. liop, aincHo Bigobparkae
Te, WO BYMB i BTiNOBaB ocnoab Haw lcyc
XpUCTOC Npo CNpaBXHIo, QisarnbHY noboB., Ska
€ camoto EHeprieto bora, sika octaTouHO
nepeTBOPIOE HAC i BCe HABKOSO HAcC Ha
rpomagsH BivyHoro LlapcTtea HebGecHoro.

[Miop TakoX NPOAEMOHCTPYBAB L0
no6oB y nofdii CTOCOBHO MOro cecTpu no
nnoTi. Ak pobunu mamke BCi repoiyHi
NoABWXHUKM NycTeni (y BiANOBiAb Ha CNOKyCy
BUKOPUCTOBYBATU CBOIO NPUHANEXHICTb OO
Llepkeu, sik 3aci6 onsa 3gobytra
npuxmnbHoOcCTi Ta nosaru), Ca. Miop 6yB
NOKNSABCH, KONW CTynae, LWe SK Mmonoga
NIOANHA, Ha LEN LUNSX CaMoro BUMOITIMBOro
XKUTTS, WO BiH Hikonw Oinblle He nornsHe
o4YMMa Hi Ha CBOIO CiM'IO Hi Ha CBIl AiM.
M'ataoecaT pokiB Mo LbOMY NOro cecTpa,
NOYyBLLM, L0 BiH LLE XXMBUN i XnBe B
nycreni, rapsaye nobaxana no6ayntu 1oro B
TiNi Wwe nepea KiHueM iXHbOol 3eMHOI
MaHApiBKW. Xo4a BiH He Mir 3namaTtu CBOKO
o6iTHuuo, Miop niwoB Ao Hei 4oAoMYy pa3oM
3 GpaTom ackeToMm. Moro ToBapuLL NocTykas
y ii oBepi, i AeBa lNiop, noyyBLN, LLIO BOHA
BilKpMBAE X, MOKMMKaB CeCcTpy No iMeHi i
ckasaB: "Mos cecTpo, 5 Miop T8I 6paT. OCcb
A. Npuxoab, NOANBUCS, NOrMsiHb, HACKINbKK
Oaxaew". A cam BiH TpymaB OYi 3anfioLLEHi,
Wwo6 He NnopyLwmnTK CBOK OBITHMLIO, | NOTIM
NMoBEpHYBCA [0 CBOEI CAMITHOCTI B NMyCTerTi.

Taki icTopii MabyTb 3By4aTb gyxe
OVBHUMM ANA HAC, AKi )KUBEMO Y KOMopTi i
3PYYHOCTI, NPO AKi nonepeaHi NOKONiHHSA

a little sand also into a small bag
which he carried in front of him.
When the Fathers asked him
what this meant he said, “In this
sack which contains much sand,
are my sins which are many; |
have put them behind me so as
not to be troubled about them
and so as not to weep [i.e.
repent]; and see here are the
little sins of my brother which are
in front of me and | spend my
time judging them. This is not
right, | ought rather to carry my
sins in front of me and concern
myself with them, begging God to
forgive me for them.” The Fathers
stood up and said, “Truly this is
the way of salvation.

Praying for, forgiving and urging
others to forgive our brothers and
sisters, as St. Pior teaches, does indeed
reflect the way our Lord Jesus taught
and embodied His message about true,
active love, the very energy of God,
which ultimately transforms us and all
around us into citizens of the eternal
Kingdom of Heaven.

Pior also demonstrated this love
in an event regarding his sister in the
flesh. As did virtually all of the heroic
ascetics of the desert (in response to the
temptation of using membership in the
Church as a means for currying favour
and respect), St. Pior had vowed, upon
embarking as a young man on this most
demanding way of life, that he would
never again set eyes upon his family and
home. Fifty years later his sister, having
heard that he was still alive and living in
the desert, desired ardently to see him in
the flesh before the end of their earthly
sojourn. Although he could not break his
vow, Pior did go to her home together
with a brother ascetic. His companion
knocked on her door, and Abba Pior,
hearing her opening it, called out to his
sister by name saying: “My sister, | am
Pior your brother. Here | am. Come,
look, gaze as much as you like." He kept




Mornu Tinbkn mpistu. OTui Ta MaTepi
[MycTenbHWKN CTOSATb NPOTArOM iCTOpIl, SK
GnMCKyYnin Npuknag noaen Takmx 3aKoxaHnx
y Bbosi, Wwo BoHn JOOpPOBINBHO NOCTaBUIM
cebe B cuTyauisix, Ae BOHU 3anexanu 6 Big
Hboro OgHoro Anst caMmmx OCHOB XUTTSA - Y
MicUSX, A€ NPOCTO BUXUTK BXxe Byno
LOAEHHMM YydOM. YpoKamMu, SSKUX BOHU
3000ynu Npo Te, WO AiNCHO BaXnvBe B
KUTTi, BOHU OiNUANCSA ogvH 3 OgHUM Ta 3
ycima, XTo Oyge 4yTi 1 Yntaty Npo ixHi
cnosa i npurogw.

Ce. lNMiop HaBYMBCS CMUPEHHOCTI B
NPUIAOMI SIK | HAAAHHIO FOCTUHHOCTI Big
iHworo Benukoro OTus Mycteni, Ce. MNamea.
PosanosigatoTb, Wo konu Miop ogHoro pasy
BiABiAaB cBoro bparta ackeTta, TO BiH NPUHIC
cBin xni6 3i coboro. Konu Nameo 3anutas
noro, Yomy BiH Lie 3pobus, [Miop Bignoeis, Lo
BiH He XOTiB OyTK TArapem ans Hboro.
BignosigHo, konu Assa NamBo Biogsa4mB
NomMy nogidbHMM Bi3UTOM, TO BiH HE TiNTbK/
MPWHIC CBIlA XNiO, ane ” 3amMo4MB Oro B BOA,,
sika Oyna pigkicHoto B nycteni. Konn AsBa
Miop 3anuTaB., YoMy BiH Le 3pobue To MaBo
Nomy BigNoBIB, LLIO BiH TEX HE XOTiB
o6TsKyBaTK cBoro 6parta. Takum YnHOM
M'AKO Haragas BiH NOMY, - | HAM - WO, Xo4a
Lie 6bnarocrnoBeHHs, WoO gaBaTu
FOCTMHHICTb, TO € TaKoX 61arocrnoBeHHs, AKke
MW NOBWHHI AaBaTu iHLLUM NpUAMaoum Ty
FOCTUHHICTb, IKY BOHM HaM NPOMOHYHOTb.

3ayBaxXumo, LLO BCi Ui noAii faroTb
BKasiBKM Npo Te, K M1 Manu 6 niknysatuca
OoQHe OaHUM, SIK BpaTun i cecTpu, it
Haworo cninbHoro OTus, bora. KoxHuin pas,
KON MM 4yeMO npo AobpoTy, Ky BUABNAOTb
noan oguH oo O4Horo, e sirpisae Hawwi
cepud i jonomarae Ham rotysaTucs 4o
LlapcTBa, e Bci 6yayTh XXnUTK B 4OCKOHANIN
noboBi Ta 3narogi ogHe 3 ogHMM. Ak ABBa
AHTOHIN, yunTenb Cs. lNiopa ckasas: "Hawe
XWUTTSA | HaWa cMepTb 3 HaLWKMm cycigom”.

€ 6araTo nNpuknagis iCTUHHOCTI LibOro
BYEHHs1. OQHOro 3 TakMx NpPUKNagiB MoXxHa
3HaNTW B XXUTTi ABOX POCINCBHKNX
kocMoHaBTiB, tOpis ['arapina 11 Banepis
KomapoBa. [Jobpe Bigomo, wo Banepin

his eyes shut so as not to break his vow
and then returned to his solitude in the
desert.

Such stories sound very strange
to us who live in the sort of comfort and
ease of which earlier generations could
only dream. The Desert Fathers and
Mothers stand throughout history as a
brilliant example of people so in love
with God that they willingly placed
themselves in situations where they
could depend upon Him alone for the
very essentials of life - in a place where
daily survival was a miracle. The lessons
they learned about what was truly
important in life, they shared with each
other and with all who would hear and
read of their words and adventures.

St. Pior was taught the humility of
accepting as well as giving hospitality
from another great Desert Father, St.
Pambo. The story goes that when Pior
visited his brother ascetic on one
occasion, he brought his own bread with
him. When Pambo asked him why he
had done so, Pior responded that he did
not wish to be a burden to him.
Accordingly, when Abba Pambo paid
him a reciprocal visit he not only brought
his own bread as well, but steeped it in
water, a rare commodity in the desert.
When Abba Pior asked why he had done
so Pambo replied that he, too, did not
wish to burden his brother. Thus gently
he reminded him — and us — that
although it is a blessing to give
hospitality, there is also a blessing we
must give to others by receiving the
hospitality they offer us.

We note that all of these events
offer guidance as to how to care for one
another as brothers and sisters, children
of our common Father, God. Whenever
we hear of kindnesses shown by people
to one another, this warms our hearts
and helps us to get ready for the
Kingdom where everyone will live in
perfect love and harmony one with
another. As Abba Anthony, St. Pior’s




nomep, KoM KOCMiYHUIN Kopabenb, B SIkOMy
BiH neTiB He cnpautoBas. HewoanasHo cTano
BiAOMO, LLIO BiH Hanepepn 3HaB Npo Te, WO
Noro Micist mana 3akiHinMTucs TparivyHo, 60 X
3ragaHun kopabenb po3rnsaHyB 6yB 1Oro
apyr tOpisi ['arapiH, i noBinomMuB npo GinbLue
Hi>x 200 HeponikiB y HboMy. OCKiNbKM
NONITUYHI Nigepn TOro Yacy BUpILINNUK, WO
noniT Takn mae BigdyTtucsa To HOpin
3anponoHyBaB caM 3MeTiT B HboMmy. OgHak
Banepin Hanonsras, WO came BiH NOBUHEH
niTaTu, SK ue cnoyaTtKky nnaHyBanocs,
3HaK4K, O SKLO BiH Lie He 3pobuTb, TO Le
Oyne noro gpyr, AkMi NOMpe B HbOMY.
Banepit Takum YmHom BykBanbHO CTaB
PATIBHUKOM XUTTS CBOro gpyra, HOpis.

KaxyTb, WO Ha BiAMiHY Big TOro, Lo
nponaraHga cBoro 4Yacy 6yna 3assnsana,
HOpin 6yB Bipytounm B Nocnoga. Takum
YMHOM, BiH, MOXITMBO, MaB A04aTKOBY
MOTMBAL,O LIYKaTK - 6€3yCnillHO - B3ATH
MicLie CBOro apyra B npupevyeHoMy noseri.
Ane ue 6y Banepin, Wwo Burpas npvsinemn
NMoMepTH 3a CBOro Apyra, TakKuM YMHOM
BTiNtOIOYM BYEHHSA Icyca: "HixTo 6inbLuoi
no6oBU He Mae Hag Ty, SK XTO CBOIO OyLly
noknas 6u 3a apysiB cBoix " (IH. 15:13).

Ce. lNMiop B3s1B Ha cebe pn3nk cmepTi
CBOEI penyTau,il 3aKnMKkaym NpocTuTn dparty
ackeTty, 60 BiH, MOXNNBO, Mir ByTn
3BUHYBa4YeHNM - OCYaSIMBUMU — Y
BMNpaBAaHHO abo NPUMEHLLEHHIO NOro
rpixiB. MoxHa HaBiTb ckasaTu (i 6araTo xT0
ue pobuTb), WO NPOLLEHHS 3MOYNHLIB
3a0Xxou4ye iX npogoBxyBaTn pobuTtu 3no. Ane
He TaK, M1 NOBUWHHI AMBUTUCS Ha Cnpasy.
IHOAi pincHo cama nbnava pid 4ns ceoro
Opata uu cecTpy, Le A03BOAUTU TM 3pOoBUTK
BUCHOBKM 3 HachigKiB iX HeENpaBUITbHMUX
BUYMHKIB. Tpeba npoLuaty i MONUTUCA 3a HUX,
TUM HE MEHLL.

Te go yoro Hac 3aknukae Hac Cs.

teacher declared: “Our life and our death
are with our neighbour.”

Many examples of the truth of
this teaching are available. One such
example may be found in the lives of the
two Russian astronauts, Yuriy Gagarin
and Valeriy Komarov. It was well-known
that Valeriy died when the space
capsule in which he took his flight
malfunctioned. What has recently
become known is that he knew that his
was a doomed mission because the
capsule had been examined by his
friend Yuriy Gagarin who reported over
200 deficiencies in it. Since the political
leaders of the time insisted that the flight
must nonetheless take place, Yuriy
himself offered to fly the craft. However
Valeriy insisted that it was he who must
fly it as originally planned, knowing that if
he did not, it would be his friend who
would die in it. Valeriy thus literally
became a life-line for his friend, Yuriy.

It has been reported that, unlike
what the propaganda of the time
declared, Yuriy was a believer in the
Lord. Thus he may have had extra
motivation to seek — unsuccessfully — to
take his friend’s place in the doomed
capsule. It was Valeriy who won the
privilege of dying for his friend, thus
embodying Jesus’ teaching: “Greater
love has no one than this, than to lay
down one’s life for his friends” (John
15:13).

St. Pior took upon himself the risk
of the death of his reputation in calling
for forgiveness for his brother ascetic, for
he may have been accused — by the
judgmental — of justifying or minimizing
his sins. One might even say (and many
do) that forgiving wrongdoers
encourages them to keep on doing evil.
But this is not how we ought to look at
the matter. Sometimes indeed the most
loving thing one may do for one’s brother
or sister is to let them learn from the
consequences of their wrong doing. One
must forgive and pray for them




Miop, uen 3BepTaTn yBary, nepLu 3a Bce, Ha
HaLui BNacHi rpixu i cnabkocTi, wob BuntncA
CMWPEHHOCTI 1 CMiBYYyTNNBOCTI Bi HUX i
TakuM YMHOM NpocyBaTUCS Bnepeg 4o
ICTUHHMX YeCHOT i HacnigyBaHHA Toro, XTo
CTBOPWMB Hac, Wwob 6yTn cxoxxmmm Ha Heoro.
Lle noknukaHHA He 3 nerkux, ane Asa [lliop
Mae€ e oJHe BYEHHS ANs Hac, WO CUMNbHO
JOMNOMOXe HaM, B OCTAaTOYHOMY AOCATHEHHIO
LIbOro BUCOKOro noknukaHHs. Ocb Wo mMu
untaemo B Bucnosax OTuiB-lNycTenbHukiB:
«ABBa [imeH ckasas npo Aeay [liopa, wo
KOXXEH AeHb BiH 3p0OUB CBiXXMIA MOYaTOK".
[aante 3pobumo Te X came.

nonetheless.

What St. Pior exhorts us to do is
to pay attention above all to our own sins
and weakness, to learn humility and
compassion from them and so to
advance in true virtue and imitation of
the One Who created us to be like Him.
This vocation is not an easy one, but
Abba Pior has another message for us,
which is an invaluable aid to our
ultimately achieving this high calling.
Here is what we read in The Sayings of
the Desert Fathers: “Abba Poemen said
about Abba Pior that every single day he
made a fresh beginning”. Let us do
likewise.




