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ST-HOSES 4

«A Tun, Boxe, flkoro s1 He 3Halo, Aan, Woo6
A nizHaB Tebe.»

Ha 10-ro BepecHs 3a
["puropistHCbKMM KaneHgapem (ue - 28-ro
cepnH4 3a KOniaHCbKMM) MU CBATKYEMO
XWUTTA Hag3sBmyanHoro CeATug,
MpenopgobHoro Monces MypuHa, Takox
Bigomoro, gk Mowces Ecdionus. Moncen
(Hapoauecs 6nmsbko 330 p. b.) 6y pabom
ErMNEeTCbKOro BENbMOXi, AKUN 6yB BUKMHYB
noro 3i cBOro ABopa 3a Kpagik Ta AIMOBIpHe
BOMBCTBO. A BiH OCTaTOYHO CTaB OAHUM i3
CeaTtux Otuis MNycTenbHukis, 49 BUCKasiB
sKoro 36epiraloTbCH B CaBHOMY TBOPI
«Bwuckasm OtuiB» (“Apophthegmata
Patrum”), akuii nogae soymnusi Ta myapi
nopagu BiAHOCHO AYyXOBHOTO XMUTTS.

Mowcen OyB BigBaKHUM i
BNIIVMBOBUM — @ TaKOX BEMNUKUM i
M'a3ucTum. BiH 6yB o4yonue 6aHay

"And you, O God, Whom | do not
know, let me know You."

On September 10 on the
Gregorian Calendar (which is August 28
on the Julian) we celebrate the life of a
remarkable Saint: Moses the Black, also
known as Moses the Ethiopian. A slave
who was cast out of his household by his
master in Egypt for theft and possible
murder, Moses (born about 330 A.D.)
eventually became one of the Desert
Fathers. Forty-nine of his sayings are
preserved in the famous “Apophthegmata
Patrum” (Sayings of the Fathers), which
offer perceptive and insightful counsel on
walking the spiritual path.

Moses was bold and authoritative
— and large and muscular. He came to
command a band of robbers who roamed
the Nile Valley doing as they pleased. But
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po36iiHKKIB, siKi MaHOPYyBanuv no SOSMHI
pikn Hiny, i YyuHMnK Wwo i 9k xotinu. Ane
pobuTu Te, Wo Tob6i nogobaeTbes - He
TOTOXHE 3i cBo60oa010. Moncen nparHys
Yyorocb Kpatiuoro. BiH Buknukas go bora: «A
Twn, Boxe, Akoro s He 3Hao, Aan, LWob A
nisHaB Tebe». OQHOro oHA XTOCb KOMY
cKasas, Wo MoHaxu, aki xuByTb y Bagi
Enb-HatpyH 6ina OnekcaHapii 3HatoTb
npaegmeoro bora i mornu 6 nomy
po3kasatu npo Hboro. Morcen
HaBEPHYBCS, NOCyXaBLUW iXHi CrioBa Ta
NOXMBLUM NOMiXK HUMMK. LLle iHwa po3noBigb
roBOpuTb, WO BiH OyB NpnbyB A0 ui€l
YepHeYoIl CNiflbHOTW B NOLLYKaX 3axUCTy Big
Bnagu, sika 3a HAM rHanacs, i ctaB
HaCTINbKW 3aXONIEeHN CNOKOEM i
3a10BOJIEHICTIO, AKMX 3HAWLLIOB MOMIXK
MoHaxamu, Wo BiH BMpILIKB 3icTaTnCA
MOMiXK HUX.

CraBLwuun YeHuem, Moriceln He
BTpaTMB Ti€l X BigBarn Ta BNJMBOBOCTI,
SAKUMU BM3Ha4aBca o Toro Yacy. OgHoro
pasy, konuv rnoro 6patn-MoHaxu 6ynun Ha
MonuTsi y noro kenito yBipBanucs 4oTnpu
pO36iNHMKK, AKi LLYyKanu 4orocb ykpactu. Ta
Ha TXHE 3auBYyBaHHA Luen MoHax
BigbmBaBcs i nobigus ix. A ToAi 3B’s3aB X i
npuBiB ix 4o Apyrnx MoHaxis, Kaxy4uu, Lo
BiH yBaxae, Lo He 6yno 6 no-
XpUCTUAHCBKOMY 3aBaaTu IM LLKOAW, ane
LLIO XK Ma€ BiH pobuTK 3 HUMK? ["pabikHUKN
HaCTINbKM 3aMByBanuncsa 3 Npueoay Moro
cuUnun Ta Murnocepas, Wo BOHN TakoX
BUPILLIMAK 3iCTATUCA | NPUAHATU NOABUT
MoHaluecTBa.

ABBa Moicern ocTaToyHO O4OmNOBaB
BpartepcTBO MOHalLLe, Ake HapaxoByBaso
500 gyw. OpgHoro gHA BiH 3acymyBaB, LLO
TakK NOBINMbHO 3pPOCTaE B AyXOBHOCTI. ToAi
Cs. langop, Irymen MoHacTtups, 3senis
Nomy BUNI3TN 3 HAM Ha fax, Wwob nobauntu,
K COHEYKO No-MareHbKo nigHiMaeTbes, i K
MNOro CBiTNO 3pocTae Big nepLumx 6nigunx
NPOMEHIB 40 NOBHOTK Oro cnasn. A Togai
ckasaB BiH Monceesi: «[1poMiHHA CoHUA
OYXe MOBINbHO BiAraHsIl0Th HiYKy | BBOOATD
HOBWI OEHb, i TaK e TiNbK1 NOBINbHO 1
noguHa ctae JOCKOHanow OyXOBHO

doing as one pleases is far from being
free. Moses longed for something better.
He cried out to God: "And you, O God,
Whom | do not know, let me know You."
One day someone told him that the Monks
of Wadi El Natroun near Alexandria knew
the true God and could tell him about Him.
Moses was converted by hearing them
and living among them. Another account
says that he came to this monastic
community to seek refuge from the
pursuing authorities and became so taken
with the peace and contentment he found
among the Monks that he decided to
remain.

As a Monk, Moses retained the
same boldness that he had had in his
former life. Once, while his brother Monks
were at prayer, four robbers burst into his
cell looking for something to steal. To their
dismay this Monk fought back and
overpowered them. He then tied them
together and brought them to the other
Monks, saying he thought it would not be
Christian to hurt them and asking what
was to be done with them. The robbers
were so impressed by his strength and
mercy that they, too, decided to remain
and became Monks.

Abba Moses eventually led a
brotherhood of 500 monks. However, one
day he was despondent about the slow
pace of his progress in spiritual life. The
Abbot, St. Isidore, had him climb up with
him on the roof to watch the sun rise
slowly into the sky from the first few rays
until it attained its full glory. He then told
him: "Only slowly do the rays of the sun
drive away the night and usher in a new
day and, thus, only slowly does one
become a perfect contemplative.”

On another occasion Moses was
asked to participate in a hearing about
one of his brother Monks who had done
something wrong. Moses came to the
hearing with great reluctance and he bore
with him a cracked jug out of which the
water was leaking. When asked to explain
his actions he said: "My sins run out




NIOOUHOOY.

[HLWKM pa3oM MOKMAMKanu noro Ha
cya npoTtu ogHoro MoHaxa, SIkUn y YoMyCb
OyB npoBuHMBCA. Moncen npnbys ayxe
Heoxoue, i MpuHiIC 3i coboto TPICNUIA rMeYnK
3 BOZOLO, 3 IKOr0 BOHA Nomarno suTikana.
Konu 3anutanu noro, Lo 6 To marno
o3HadvaTtu 1o Npen. Moncen Bignosie: «Moi
rpixv BUTIKAKOTb 3@ MHOHO i 511X He Gauy,
ane CbOrofHi 1 NPUXOXKY OCypKyBaTh
Onyaw iHworo». YeHui goraganucs i
NpocTunn po3kasitHoMy 6paTtosi. (€ noaibHa
po3nogigb nNpo iHworo OTus MNMyctenbHuKa,

Mpen. Miopa).

Xou sik MpenogobHun 6yB BOSYHMIA
"ocnofy 3a oro Munocepasa 1o Bce X
BigYyBaB, Lo OyayTb Hacnigkn Hacunnto, B
sIkKOMY BiH Konuck 6yB xunB (MaTBisa 26:52).
BiH i ckasaB cBoiM Opartam, Lo TakK SK BiH
KOnuchb Bigbupas y Nogen XuTts, Tak
KOJNUChb i NOro XntTs BiabepyTb. Tak i
CTanocs, Konm oAHOro AHA Hananu Ha
MoHacTtup. Mowicen 3aboponuns Eparii
BigGmBaTK iX, Kaxy4u O BCi, AKi baxkaroTb
MOXYTb yTiKaTu, a BCi, ki 6baxatoTb
ocTaTnCA 3 HUM, Wo6 3yCcTpiTh Hanag, 3
pagicTio Ta NoboB’I0 TAKOX MOXYTb
3anuwmnTtucd. Cemepo bparTie 3anuwunocsa
3 HUM i BCi BOHW nocTpaxganu B poui 405-

my.
BionyHHAM LLnsxy, SKoro

nponosigysas uen AdpukaHcbknii CesaTelb

MOXXHa nobaunTn B Nnpuknaai HencoHa
Ponirnarnu Mangenu 3 MNisaeHHOT Apukn.
Micns Toro, SK BiH BiAbyB 27 NiT yB’A3HEHA
3a aKTMBHWUI (i BONOBHMYMIA) CNPOTUB
noniTuui anapTeigy, Noro 3BiNbHMB CBOIM
ykasom lMpesngeHT ®. B. ge Knepk,
BiZIryKytO4MCb Ha CBiTOBUIN TUCK. Yepes
YOTMPU POKM BiH CTaB NOr0 HaCTYNMHUKOM,
Ak Mpe3ngeHT y nepwmnx 6arato-pacoBmx
BMbopax y ixHin kpaiHi. 3amicTb TOro, wob
cTapaTmucs NoMCTUTUCA rHOBUTENnsam 1noro
YOpHMX cniB-rpomagsH, lNpesvaeHT

Mangena BMOpaB LINSX BiAHOBHOIO 3aMiCTb

KaparbHoro npasocynas. BiH yctaHosus
Komicii «[paBgun 1 NnpUMMpPEHHs», Wob
rHOGuTEeni Ta ixHi XXepTBU MOrnn
NOPO3MOBIIATU OAHI 3 OOHUMMU | 3HANUTKU

behind me and | do not see them, but
today | am coming to judge the errors of
another." The Monks took this counsel
and forgave their penitent brother. (There
is a similar story about another Desert
Father, St. Pior).

Grateful as he was for the Lord’s
mercy, St. Moses sensed that there would
be consequences to the violence of his
former life (Matthew 26:52). He told his
brothers that, just as he had once taken
life by violence, so would his be taken one
day. And so it happened when the
Monastery was attacked one day. Moses
forbade his brothers to defend
themselves, saying that all who wished to
could flee and all who wished to remain to
face the impending attack with joy and
love could remain. Seven brethren
remained with him and they were all
martyred about 405 A.D.

An echo of the way proclaimed by
this African Saint may be seen in the
example of Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela of
South Africa. After 27 years of
imprisonment for his active (and militant)
opposition to apartheid he was released in
response to world pressure by the decree
of President F. W. de Klerk. Four years
later he succeeded him as President in
their country’s first multi-racial elections.
Instead of seeking vengeance on the
oppressors of his fellow black citizens,
President Mandela opted for restorative
rather than punitive justice. He had “Truth
and Reconciliation” commissions set up
so that oppressors and victims could
speak to each other and find a place in
their society. An image of the success (a
work in progress) of Nelson Mandela’s
vision of a land united land by the African
philosophy of “Ubuntu” may be glimpsed
in the marvelous video of the South
African rugby team, the Springboks,
fervently singing the national anthem
which incorporates both the song Blacks
sang in their struggle for equal rights and
the anthem introduced by White
Afrikaaners. Their story is wonderfully
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MicLie B CBOEMY cycninbCTBi. MOXHa
no6aunTn kKapTuHy ycnixy (To6To npouecy,
KWW NOCTINHO 3BepLUyeTbCA) HencoHa
Mangenu Bisii kpaiHn o6’egHaHol
AdpukaHcbkoto dinocodieto “YOyHTY», y
4ygoBOMY Bifeo nankoro cnisy lliBaeHHo-
AdbpurKaHCbKkoo KOMaHao perbi
«CnpiHr'éokcy HaLioHaNbHOro CAaBHS, KU
MICTUTb Y cOBi i Ty nicHIO, SKy cniBanu
Herpu B iXHbOMY 3MaraHHi 3a piBHi npaBa i
cnaBeHb, SIKOro BHecnu 6ini acdpukaHepu.
Po3BUTOK LIbOro 4ygoBo nNpeacTaBneHnn y
dinbmi «IHBIKTYC», Akoro Buaanu B 2009-my

p.

Apxvenvckon MoranHecbypra
HecmoHp TyTty Tak onucye «YByHTy»: «Mwu
HaAToO YacTo Aymaemo npo cebe, sik ocobu
noaineHi ogHe Big ogHoOro, a Hacnpaegi Bu
crnopigHeHi i Te, Wo BM pobutn BNnMBae Ha
BBeCb CBiT. Konn B pobute Ao6po — BOHO
MOLLMPIOETBLCS; BOHO — A4J1S1 BCbOrO
noactear. Lle x Bucnis TpuHiTapHoro
Borocnos’s, ke kaxe, Wo noAidHo, sk bor
— OawuH i B ToM xe yac - Tpu BUpasHi
Ocobwu, Tak i Noan CTBOPEHI 1 NOKIMKAHI
OyTun B TOM Xe Yac — o6’eAHaHMK B
[OOCKOHari rapMoHii i BupasHMmmn ocobamu.
Apxumenunckon Takox ckasas npo HencoHa
Mangeny: «BiH — Boxwuin nap onsa
MiBoaeHHOT AdpuKK, i BiH Hall gap ans
CBITY».

[exTto 3anpumitne obpa3 Ce. Molices
MypwuHa B ocobi [Ixynb3a BiHHicinga B
nonynspHomy dinbmi «lMann dukwaH»
(«KpumiHansHe 4T1BOY»), LLIO BUILLOB Y
1994-my p., KONM TOW BiABEPTaAETLCA Big
CBOr0 MWHYIOIO XWUTTSA Y HACUIi i
HamaraeTbcs «ByTu nacTnpem» ans
«cnabknx» 3aMiCTb « TMPAHCTBOM 3ITOOHMX
nogen». Y Hawin gobi peanbHoOro n
NOTEHLINHOro Hacunns, LWo cTaB TUM
cMepTenbHiWnM Yepes HebyBani goci
OCHArHEeHHs TeXHOMNO i, AyXe Ha MicLi
npuragyeBaTtun 1 CBATKYBaTW NIOAEN, SIKi
BTINIOIOTb CMOKIN i npyuMmnpeHHs. [Jobpe
npuragatu cobi, wo Ce. Movicenn MypuH i
6e3niy iHWKX nomy NoAibHMX MonATLCA
bory 3a Hac i 3axo4yloTb Hac 3HaxoauTn
BifBary Ta Crnokin XxoauTu LLopas KpaLle no

presented in the 2009 film Invictus.

Archbishop of Johannesburg,
Desmond Tutu, expressed “Ubuntu” thus:
“We think of ourselves far too frequently
as just individuals, separated from one
another, whereas you are connected and
what you do affects the whole World.
When you do well, it spreads out; it is for
the whole of humanity”. This is another
expression of the Trinitarian theology
proclaimed in the Church, which says that
just as God is One and at the same time
Three distinct Persons, so humans are
created and called to be united in perfect
harmony and at the same time distinct
persons. The Archbishop also said of
Nelson Mandela: "He is God's gift to
South Africa and he is our gift to the
world."

Some have noted an image of St.
Moses in the character of Jules Winnifield
in the popular 1994 film Pulp Fiction, as
he turns away from his violent past and
seeks “to be a shepherd” to “the weak”
instead of “the tyranny of evil men”. In our
age of violence, real and potential, made
all the more deadly by unprecedented
advances in technology it is good to
remember and celebrate people who
embody peace and reconciliation. It is
good to recall that St. Moses the Black
and countless others like him are praying
to God for us and cheering us on to find
the courage and peace to walk with ever
greater perfection in the ways of the Lord
(Hebrews 12:1).
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poporax [locnogHix (Espeis 12:1).




