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lNMpenogo6Hnii AHTOHIN
Bennkunmn

Our Venerable Father,
Anthony the Great

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kyraw
kutash@unicorne.org
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«Hawe >xu1Ta i cMepTb — 3 HaLWWUM
6nvxHIM. ikwo Mn 3006ynn ceBoro
6parta, mmn 3006ynum bora, a AKLWO MM
BBeNu cBoro 6para B CrioKycy, TO MU
3rpiwunnm npotn Xpucra.» (Mpen.
AHTOHiI Benukuii, Bucsnosm OTuiB-
MycrenbHukis, 9)

Ha 30-ro ciyHA 3a pUropissHCbKNM
kaneHgapem (ue — 17-ro 3a KOnisHcbknM)
MW CBSATKYEMO MaM'saTb OAHOMO 3 NMepLuunx
OTtuis-TyctenbHuUKiIB, Mpen. AHTOHIS
Benukoro, nepLoi N0AUHN, AKY
npocnaeunan B xopi CBATUX, Ky He 6ynu
3aMyuunnaum 3a Bipy. HaTomicTb BiH NpuiHsaB
Ha cebe nobpoBinbHe 6e3nepepBHe
MYYEHWULTBO — YepHe4ye XUTTS Ha CaMoTi B
ErMNETCbKIN NYCTUHI.

Mun 3HaeMo nNpo Hboro 3 6iorpadii, aky
Hanucae CB. AdaHacin, Apxmenmckon
OnekcaHapiicbknin, repon Meplioro
BceneHcbkoro Cobopy, wo Bigbyscs B
Hikei 325 p. Lle Toin myx Llepksu,

“Our life and death is with our
neighbour. If we gain our brother,
we have gained God, but if we
scandalize our brother, we have
sinned against Christ.” (St. Anthony
the Great, The Sayings of the Desert
Fathers, 9)

On January 30 on the Gregorian
calendar (which is January 17 according
to the Julian calendar) we celebrate the
memory of one of the first Desert
Fathers, St. Anthony the Great, who was
the first person to be canonized, who
was not martyred for the Faith. Instead,
he took upon himself a voluntary
ongoing martyrdom - that of living a
solitary monastic life in the Egyptian
desert.

We know of him from a biography
written by St. Athanasius, Archbishop of
Alexandria, the hero of the First
Ecumenical Council held in Nicea in 325.
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TOAiWHIN JNAKOH, WO cka3aB: «bor ctaB
JtoamHoto ana toro, wo6 noanHa morna
ctatu 6orom». Lle — HaB4YaHHSA Npo
O60XHEHHS, iKe NpPOroJiowWwye, Wo
NoACbKe crnaciHHg rnonsgrae B TOMy, WO
BOHa, cnisnpautoum 3 boxotw
BnarogatTio, cTa€ skHambinbwe nogibHoto
0o bora, Hikon He nepecTalyun B TON
caMui yac Takum 6yTn noguHoto. Nocnoab
Icyc - ictmHHMIA Bor no npupogai, Apyra
Ocoba MpecesaToi Tponui, @ TakKoX iCTUHHA
JTioanHa.

Hapoauecs CB. AHTOHI B MicTi KiMH En-
Apy3 6ing ®iBiaaCbKoi NyCTUHI B
HWXHbOMY ErmnTi B 251 p. Moro 6aTbku
6ynn noboxxHMMK XpuctnusHamm. BoHnu
BMOKOINUCb, KON nomy 6yno 20 niT i
3a7UWNAN MOMY ONiKy Hag MOro cecrpoto.
OaHoro pa3sy BiH No4yB c/loBa XpUCTOBI B
€gaHrenii: «Konu xouew 6ytun
OOCKOHanuM, nign, npogan nobpa cBoi Ta
n ybormm posaain, i Matumew ckapb T Ha
Hebi. NoToMy Npuxoab Ta M iaM BCNiA 3a
MHoto» (MaTtBis 19:21). BiH BupiwwmB, Wwo
Li cnoBa BiAHOCATBLCA A0 Hboro. OToX
AHTOHI NnepenaB CBOK CECTPUYUKY Nig,
oniky NoboXHUX AiBULb, WO XWUNK
CMNiNIbHUM XUTTAM, NPOAAB CBOE MAMHO,
po3aaB HabyTe yborum i ctaB XuTtu B
XaTWHLi 3a MicToM. BiH Bigaas cebe
NOCTOBI M MONUTBI | NpauloBaB pykKaMmu,
wob ytpumaTtn cebe i gonomaratu y6orumm.

BiH npuiiMaB WO pa3 CTPOrillnin pexmnm
MoOCTy M MOJIMTBU i NepeHiccsa Ha UBMHTaPp,
ana 6inblwoi camiTHocTi. Yacamum moro
CTPaLWHO CNOKYyLWYyBanu, a To n PisanyHo
Ha HbOIro HakMaanucsa AEeMoHU, AKi
Hamaranucs BiABEpHYTU MOro 3 nNyTi, Ky
BiH 6yB NpuiiHaB. AHTOHIN BigbmBaBCS
MonuTBoto i 30cepea)KeHHsM CBOiX AYMOK
Ha XpwucrTi. BiH Takox wWykaB nopaan Ta
MOJSINTOB Bij iHWWX 3HANOMUX MOMY
ackeriB.

A Ha oCTaHKy AHTOHI Takn nogascs B
NycTuHio 3 6bnarocnoseHHsa Ctapus, 40
SIKOro BiH 6yB yaaBcs O NpoBi4 y CBOEMY
noaBMXHUUTBI. BiH nposie Tam 20 niTy
LiIKOBUTI caMiTHOCTI. Ta KOK HaACTynuso
CUNbHEe roHiHHA XpUCTUSAH 3a BOJIOAIHHSA
IMnepaTtopa MakcuMiaHa, TO AHTOHIN

This is the Churchman, a Deacon at the
time, who said: “"God became man so
that man might become god”. This is the
doctrine of Theosis, which proclaims that
the salvation of humans consists in their
becoming, by co-operating with God'’s
grace, as much like God as possible,
while always retaining their humanity.
Jesus is truly God by nature, the Second
Person of the Trinity, and also truly
human.

St. Anthony was born in Qimn El-Arouse
near the desert of the Thebaid in lower
Egypt in 251. His parents were pious
Christians. They died when he was
twenty, leaving him in charge of his
younger sister. On one occasion he
heard the words of Christ in the Gospel:
“If you want to be perfect, go, sell what
you have and give to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven; and come,
follow Me” (Matthew 16:21) and decided
that they applied to him. He left his
sister in the care of pious virgins living
in community, sold his possessions, and
took up residence in a hut outside the
city. He dedicated himself to fasting and
prayer and worked with his hands to
support himself and help the poor.

He kept adopting an ever stricter regime
of fasting and prayer and moved to a
graveyard for greater solitude. At times
he was terrifically tempted and even
physically attacked by demons who
sought to turn him away from the path
he had adopted. Anthony resisted by
prayer and keeping his thoughts fixed
on Christ. He also sought advice and
prayer from other ascetics he knew.

Finally Anthony moved into the desert
with the blessing of the Elder he had
turned to for guidance when he began
his ascetic journey. He then spent
twenty years there in total isolation.
When intense persecution of Christians
broke out during the reign of Emperor
Maximian Anthony left the desert to
support and minister to the martyrs in
prison, at trials and at places of




3aNMWKnB NYCTUHIO, WO6 niaTpumaTu 1
Nocny>Xuntn MyyeHnkam y TiopMax, Ha
cyfdax Ta Ha Micusx ctpaTtu. BiH Hagiascs
NPUEAHATUCS A0 HMX Y MYUYEHUUTBI ane
Tak He cTanocs.

Konun roHiHHSA NpunmMHmMNnocs AHTOHIN
MOBEPHYBCS B NYCTUHIO. 3HOBY ToAi
BUIMLIOB BiH 3axuwaTtu Bipy MpaBocnaBHy
npoTu apiaH. Moro cnasa 6yna Takoto
BEJIMKOO, WO HagiTb IMnepaTop
KOHCTaHTUH HanmcaB A0 HbOro npoxarym
6narocnoBeHHs Ta MOMTOB. BpaTtTa YeHui
HanoOAAr/IN Ha HbOIO i AHTOHIN oMy
BiANMcaB NoxBasnsfoym NOro 3a Bipy B
Xpwucrta Ta HanoMMHauYm MoMy Npo
cTpawHmii Cya Ta npo Te, XTO Ue -
cnpasxHin Lap.

AHTOHIN ynokoiBcsa y bosi B Biui 105 niT,
npoxwuswmn 80 NiT y NyCTUHI. BiH
CMUPEHHO MOMPOCUB CBOIX YYEHUKIB
NOXOPOHWUTU NOrO TiSIO B TAEMHOMY MICTi.
Ta Ha OCTaHKy MOro Taku 3HAWLWWAM i
nosesnun B OnekcaHapito B 544 p., a noTim
y KoHcTaHTMHONObL. HapewTi BOHO
3HaAWLWIO Micue CrounHKy y OpaHuii.

CB. AHTOHIN HaraAye HaMm, WO XUTTH Y
XpwucTi BuMarae Toro, wob mMmn 3maranmcs 3
Tinom, 3i CBiTOM Ta 3 AUABOMOM. BiH
JoromMarae€ ycim, Wo A0 HbOro
3BEPTAlOTbCA, 3 XUTTAM MOKaAsAHHS Ta
NMOCTINHOIro 3BepTaHHsA A0 'ocrnoga o NoMiy
Ta NiACUIEHHS Y NeperoHax Ta 3MaraHHax
BN1ACTUBMX NOBOXHOMY XUTTi, 4O SKOro
NOKNKAHUA KOXHUIA XPUCTUAHUH.
Oskyemo borosi 3a yyaoBe cAnMBO AHTOHIA
y Hebo3Boai LlapctBa XpuctoBoro. AMiHb.

execution. He hoped to join them in
martyrdom but it was not to be.

After the persecution abated St.
Anthony went back to the desert. He
came out again to defend the Orthodox
Faith against the Arians. His fame was
very great and even Emperor
Constantine wrote to him asking for his
blessing and prayers. At the urging of
brother monks, Anthony wrote to him
commending him for his faith in Christ,
and asking him to remember the Last
Judgment and who the true King is.

Having spent eighty years in the desert,
St. Anthony reposed in the Lord at the
age of 105. He asked his disciples to
bury his body in a secret place out of
humility. Nonetheless they were
eventually found and transported to
Alexandria in 544, and eventually to
Constantinople. Finally they found a
resting place in France.

St. Anthony reminds us that to live in
Christ is to accept to struggle with the
world, the flesh and the devil. He aids all
those who turn to him to follow a path of
penitence, continually turning to the
Lord for help and strength to run the
race and fight the battle that is the
particular calling of every Christian.
Thank God for this wonderful Light in
the firmament of the Kingdom of Christ.
Amen.




