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Acacius of Sinai
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«Yu meprBnii T, bpare AKkakiro?»....
«A sk Mo>ke, OTYe, NOCAYLINBNA
nomeptTn?» (3 «JlicrBnyi
bo)xecreeHHOro Bexoay» Cs. IBaHa
JlicrBnyHuka)

Ha 12-ro rpygHs 3a
rpuropiaHcbknm KaneHgapem (ue - 29-ro
nucTtonaga 3a tosliaHCbKMM) MU CBATKYEMO
nam'aTb YepHeyoro YrogHuka, npo sKoro
nuwe CB. IBaH JIiICTBUYHUK (XKMB
npnénunsHo B 579-649 pp.) y Knacu4yHoMy
OYXOBHOMY TBOpI «JlicTBuuUSA
boxecTtBeHHOro Bexoay». Lle — Cs.
AKakin, sKoro im’s B rpeubKiit MOBI
O3HAYa€E «HEBUHHWI, He 31N> (no-
rpeubKoMy «3M10» Le — «KaKi»).

PosnoBigb npo CB. Akakis, pa3oM 3
KoMeHTapeM aBTopa 6s10ora (aHrnincpbKo)
3HaxoaMMo TyT. KopoTko, uen YepHeub, y
6-My BiUi, 6yB NoCAyWHWUKOM Yy MOHacTupi
B A3ii (MabyTb y CbOroAHiILLHIN
TypeyunHi). oMy AOPYUMSIN CYXHAHICTb
cTapueBi, AKMN ayXe 3HYLWABCSA Hag HUM.
3acTaBnsiB MOro NOCTINHO TPyAMUTUCS, He

"Are you dead, Brother
Acacius,?"...."How is it possible,
Father, for a man who is a doer of
obedience to die?” (From St. John
Climacus’ Ladder of Divine Ascent

On December 12 on the
Gregorian Calendar (which is November
29 on the Julian) we celebrate the
memory of a monastic Saint mentioned
by St. John Climacus (ca. 579-649) in
his spiritual classic The Ladder of Divine
Ascent. It is St. Acacius, whose name in
its Greek original ("Akakios”) means
“innocent, not evil” (evil in Greek is
“kake").

St. Acacius’ story, accompanied
by a blogger’s meditation on it, may be
found here. In brief, this sixth-century
monk was a novice in a monastery in
Asia (possibly the Turkey of today), who
was placed in obedience to an elder who
abused him terribly. He made him work
constantly, gave him little food, and
beat him. After nine years of this
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haBaB MOMY AOCKTb icTu i 6uB roro. lNicns
OEB'SATb POKIB TAaKOro 3HYLLAHHS, SIKOro
AKakilh nepeHoCMB 3 NMOKOPOO (3ayBaxmMmo,
L0 e He piBHO3Ha4yHe 3 pabcbKkoto
OOrianNnBICTIO), NOro AyXOBHE
0OpMIIEHHS 3aBEPLUNIOCS MOro X
CcMepTHo.

Yepes n'aTb AHIB nicns Uboro,
3HEBaX/IMBUI CTapelb BiaBiAaB iHWOro,
BENIMKOro crapus, npaBaonoAibHo Toro x
OTtus, IBaHa CaBaiTa, SKOro po3MoBy M
nepenosigae Ce. IBaH JlicTBUUHUK. BiH
MOMy CKasaB, Wo Moro y4yeHuk, bpart
Akakin, nomep. Aeea IBaH BignoBIB:
«bpaTe, 5 uboMy He Bipto>». [iWAnM BOHMU
pa3oM y UBUHTap, Ae CMUpPeHHOro YeHus
MOXOPOHWUU, i 0. IBaH 3BEepHYBCA A0
HbOIro, SIK A0 XXWUBOI IIOANHN — «CnpasBai
XXUBUM Y MO0 YNOKOEHHI0>». BUKINKHYB
BiH: «4Yun mMepTBUN TN, BpaTe AKakito?» I
Boxkoto municTio Bignosiab CB. Akakis
3anyHana y cnyx obox crapuis: «A aK
mMoxe, OTue, NOCNYLWANBUIA NOMEPTN?»

MouyBsLwn ue, cTapeub AKakia yrnas
nepea Moro MOruaoto 3i CnisbMu i
MOMpPOCUB MPOLLEHHSA Y HbOro. ficnsg Toro
BiH OTpMMaB [03Bi/1 NOCE/INTUCA Y Kenito,
wo 6yna Henoganik rpoby ceoro
NOCNYLHWUKA i XXMUB Y HiN NO6oXHO. AK
AnocTon MNeTpo, aknii 6yB Bigpikcs BiA
Focnoaa, BiH KasiBCSl MOCTIMHO peLwuTy
CBOIX AHIB i Ka3aB iHWKM YeHusam: «H
BUMHMB YOMBCTBO». I Tak, CBOEIO
nokipnueoto TeprnenusicTio, CB. AKakiin He
TiNnbkn 3pobume Tak, wWob IkoHa MOro XuTTa
3acsa/1a 6nMckyynm canBoM, ane n Npmeis
[0 crnaciHHa cBOro HadanbHuka. NoAaibHo,
sk BumHmMB Mocnoab Icyc (i Moro x
BnarogatTio) BiH NPOSIBUB CPaBXHIO CUy
Ta Bnagy. Lle - Bnaga nepeTtsoptoBaTt
3nmnx nogen Ha Ceatux!

BuaaTtHMn yKpaTtHCbKUMN
nMcbMeHHMK, Mmnkona Noronb (1809-
1852), Ha3BaB repos CBOEI BN/INBOBOI
caTupu4yHoi nos.icTi «lWnHenb» AkakieM
AkakieBm4yeM. Yn He 6yna cnoHyKow A1
LbOro po3noBigb npo CB. AKakis
CuHamncbkoro?

[0 NneBHOI Mipn MOXHa 6a4unTu

treatment, which Acacius endured with
humility (note that this is not the same
as blind subservience) his spiritual
formation ended with his death.

Five days after this the abusive
elder visited a great elder, likely the
same Abba John the Sabbaite whose
discourse is quoted by St. John
Climacus. He told him that his disciple,
Brother Acacius had died. Abba John
replied: “Brother, I do not believe it”.
They went together to the cemetery
where the humble Monk was buried and
Abba John addressed him as a living
person “truly alive in his falling asleep”.
“Are you dead, Brother Acacius?” he
cried. And by God’s mercy St. Acacius’
response resounded in the hearing of
both elders: "How is it possible, Father,
for a man who is a doer of obedience to
die?”

At this Acacius’ elder fell down
before his grave in tears and asked for
his forgiveness. After this he received
permission to take a cell near his
disciple’s tomb and lived in it devoutly.
Like the Apostle Peter, who had denied
the Lord, he repented constantly for the
rest of his days and would tell the other
Monks: “I have committed murder”.
Thus, by his patient endurance, St.
Acacius not only made the Icon of his
life glow with splendid radiance and
beauty, but also contributed to the
salvation of his superior. Like the Lord
Jesus (and by His grace), he manifested
real power — the power to transform evil
men into Saints!

The renowned Ukrainian writer
Mykola Hohol’ (1809-1852) (usually
known to English readers by the Russian
version - and transliteration - of his
name as “Nikolai Gogol”), called the
hero of his influential satirical short
story “The Overcoat” (“Shinel’” in
Russian), Akakiy Akakiyevych, in other
words “Acacius the son of Acacius”.
Might he have been inspired by the story
of St. Acacius of Sinai?




nosicTb «LlLnHenb», Ak cekynapisoBaHy
Bepcito po3nosigi npo CB. AKkakis. Y Hin
6aumMMo He YyepHeyoro crapus, LWo
3M10BXXMBAE CBOr0 y4YeHWKa, a pagwe
UMHOBHWKA, SKMN HAAYyXWBa€E CBOK BNaay
3p06yBaoUmM NOYyTTS CNaBu Ta CUAK 3a
paxyHoOK TpariyHoro Akakia Akakiesnuya,
SIKOro WWHesb, KOPOTKOTPUBANOro 3Haka
3eMHoro gobpobyTty - Wo npuiinacs oMy,
SIK BUXOAMTb, NMPU CaMOMY KiHUi Moro
XUTTS (AOro X NMPUCAiWKMAO0 3/10BXNBAHHS
UMHOBHMWKA) — Y HbOr0 HAaCUbHO 3abpanu
po36inHNKN. Ane ue AincHo
CeKysiapizoBaHa BepcCis po3nosigi.
UMHOBHWK, SIKOro, NoAibHo sK i cTapus, He
HasuBaloTb, AOXOAUTb A0 MNEBHOIro
nepeTBOPEHHS — HE NpUKNagoMm Akakis
TepnenuBoi BUTPMBAJIOCTI, @ MOMCTOIO
TpariyHoro repos, siknuin, Bxe sk aHToM,
3axBayyeE Big HbOrO MOro X LWKNHENb — Y Ty
XK XBUJINHY, KOSIN BiH HACONOAXKYETbCS
CBOIM BUTIiAHNUM CTAQHOBMULLEM Y BULLUNX
elesioHax rHiTi4ol cninbHOTKU LlapcbKoi
Pocii, aKy cKopo Mana 3aMiHUTU FHiTio4a
CrMiflbHOTa KOMYHICTUYHOI «yTOonii». SKy
3apa3 3aMiHIOE NOCT-KOMYHICTUYHa
«AeMoKpaTU4Ha» CnisibHOTa.

Cam Mukona lNoronb onucyBsas
XUTTEBE 3aBAAHHS MOro NMUCbMEHHOI
TBOPYOCTI, K NOCTitHY 60poTbby NpoTH
Ounasona, aKy BiH NpoBOAMB BUSABNAIOUH,
KU BiH 6e3rny3gunii Ta cMiwHun. CB..
AKakii, pa3oM 3 iHWKUMN OYXOBHUMMU
aTneTamu, 34a€TbCA, OCArHyB 6inbLIni
yCnix TUM, WO He 30cepenXyBaB yBarm Ha
CynpoTUBHUKA, KU 6e3 ornsaay Ha CBOK
371y BOJIIO Ta BUMHKW, OLHAK 3aBXAU €
NPOCTO OAHMM 3 BOXWUX COTBOPiHb — WO
3n0BXMBaE ceoboay Bnbopy, aknm bor
Jto6oB.i cTBoptoe CBOIX pauioHanbHUX
COTBOPIiHb — AKOro X i 3ycunns, sk Moro
CYNpPOTUBHUK, BCE O4HO OCTATOYHO
3HaxoAsATb Micue y po3BuUTKy Boxoro
naaHy ans Kkocmocy. Llen nnaH
3aBepLMTbCS AOCKOHAIMMN FrapMoOHi€Elo,
Kpacot, CNOKOEM, pajicTio Ta
6e3KkiHeuyHot, BiYHOIO Ntob60B’10. HaToMicTb
AKakin Hamarascsl NOCNiAOBHO N NOCTINHO
KopucTtatTucsa ceoboaoto BM60py XUBYy4UM Ta
Ail04YN, Tak HeEHaue el KOCMOC yxe
HacriB — i UMM e AoaaB A0 MOro Npuxoay
yepes3 NokasiHHA YeHus, akuin 6yBs

To some extent, “The Overcoat”
may be seen as a secularized version of
the story of St. Acacius. We find here,
not a monastic elder abusing his novice
disciple, but rather an official abusing
his office by making himself feel great
and powerful at the expense of the
tragic Akakiy Akakiyevych, whose
overcoat, a brief token of earthly
comfort - coming, as it turns out, near
the very end of his life (which is
hastened by the official’s abuse) - has
been violently taken from him by
robbers. But it is truly a secularized
version of the story. The official, who,
like the elder, is not named, is brought
to somewhat of a transformation - not
by the example of Akakiy’s patient
endurance, but by the tragic hero’s
vengeance, now as a ghost, who
snatches his own overcoat from him -
just as he is reveling in his comfortable
position in the upper levels of the
oppressive society of Tsarist Russia,
which is soon to be replaced by the
oppressive society of the Communist
“utopia”. Which is being replaced by the
post-Communist "democratic” society.

Mykola Hohol’ himself described
his life’'s work, as a writer, as a continual
struggle against the Devil, which he
pursued by showing how ridiculous and
laughable he is. St. Acacius, together
with other spiritual athletes, seems to
have been more successful by not
focusing upon this adversary, who for all
his evil will and actions, will always be
simply another of God’s creatures -
misusing the freedom of choice with
which the God of Love creates His
rational creatures - whose very efforts,
as His opponent, still ultimately find
their place in the unfolding of God’s plan
for the cosmos. This plan will culminate
in perfect harmony, beauty, peace, joy
and infinite, eternal love. Instead
Acacius sought to consistently and
persistently exercise his freedom of
choice by living and acting as though
this cosmos had already arrived - and
thereby contributed to its arrival through
the repentance of the monk who had




3/10BXXWBaB 1oro.

forons YNHOBHMKA MOXEMO Mi3HaTH
Yy Pi3HOro Buay TupaHax, akum bor vac Big
Yyacy A03BOJISIE 3aWHATU NpPOBIA B
yCTaHOBax Ta AepxaBax. Ha »anb, HaBiTb
XpUCTUAHU He 3aBXAW BiaNOPHI Ha
in03it0, Wo (3aBXaun TiIbKK goyacHa)
BN1AZ00, SIKOK TaKi NpoBigHUKM Hade 6 To
Tak epeKTMBHO KOPUCTAtOTbCH,
HaneXunTbCa MUNYBaTUCH — @ TUM, WO HEl
BOJIOAItOTb, HaBiTb Tpeba NOKNOHATUCS.
Mpuknag uboro MoXHa 6a4unTn B Cy4dacHin
Pocii (i MabyTb He Tinbkn TaMm), Ae aeski 3
NMOMiX Hawwunx 6paTiB i cecTep XpUCTUSH
NpaBoOC/aBHUX, 34A€ETbCA, pO3rna4atoTb
nocTaTb JOANHU, BiANOBIAANbHOI 3a
cMepTb MinbitoHiB, Mocuna CraniHa
(Mo3eda BecapioHica a3e [xyrawsini) y
Ay>Xe AMBHUI crocib!

3amicTb TOro, Wob yBaxaTu, WO Le Taka
ocoba, 3a 5Ky, B 6inblue ek3anbTOBaHMUX
XBUANHaxX xiba MoxHa 6 nomonuTucs
(MpaBocnaBHi XpUCTUSIHW HaBiTb MOMSATLCSA
3a Aywi B neki Ha MN’'atnaecaTHuLo),
AEXTO yBaXae€, Wo BiH KaHAMAAT Ha
KaHOHi3auito 3a roro «edekTuBHe»
KOPWUCTaHHSA BNaau B nobopeHHi
«HiMeubKnx GawuncTiB» (3 SKMMU BiH
nianncas goroeip y 1939-my p., wo 3pasy
npueeno Ao 2-oi CeiToBOI BiliHW), i
po36ynoBi — paAsHCbKO-KOMYHICTUYHOI —
Pocincbkoi imnepii. MoXHa HaBiTb 3HaNTU
ABa npuknaaw ikoHorpadii — aopyry
«IkOHY» 3pa€Tbcs (UMHIYHO?) CTBOPUIN
LWaHYBa/IbHUKN KOMYHICTM — pa3oM 3
(8ewo) AONOMIXKHMM KOMEHTapeM
(@aHrnincLKoK) Npo Le sBuLLe oCb TYT.
Mepwa IkoHa noB’sdA3aHa 3 BigBiANHaAMMK
(KaXkyTb, WO Us pO3NoBiab
cchabpukoBaHa) 3ragaHMM ANKTaTOPOM
BnaxeHHoi MaTpoHu MOCKOBCbLKOI. Yun
BiAbyocsa ue Ym Hi, Nerko MoxHa
3ayBaXuTU CMoKin Ha 0b6aunyui CeBaToi B
NOPIBHAHHI A0 cTypb6oBaHOCTI Ha 06aunyui
noro.

Hexan OTeub Akakin (Moro iM’a Takox
MOXKHa nepenaTtn, 9K «IHOKEHTI» - BOHMU
MalTb TE€ caMe 3Ha4diHHS), AONOMOXe HaM
6yT1 nocnywHumn Focnogy Cnasu, Axkunii
nposeme CBOK cuny Ha XpecTi, i NnpuBiB Y

abused him.

Hohol’s official may be recognized
in all sorts of tyrannical folks, whom God
permits to come to the helm of
institutions and states from time to
time. Alas, even Christians are not
immune to falling under the illusion that
the (always temporary) power such
leaders appear exercise, seemingly so
effectively, is to be admired - and its
wielders even venerated! An example of
this may be seen in today’s Russia
(perhaps not only there) where some of
our Christian Orthodox brothers and
sisters seem to be viewing the man
responsible for millions of deaths,
Joseph Stalin (Ioseb Besarionis dze
Jughashvili), in a very strange manner!

Instead of being seen as one for whom
one might, in one’s more spiritually
exalted moments, pray (Orthodox
Christians even pray for the souls in hell
at Pentecost), he is being seen by some
as a candidate for Sainthood because of
his “effective” use of power in defeating
the “"German Fascists” (with whom he
signed a treaty in 1939, which
precipitated World War II), and building
the - Soviet Communist - Russian
empire. We can even find two examples
of iconography - the second “Icon” was
apparently (cynically?) created by
Communist admirers - together with a
(somewhat) helpful commentary on this
phenomenon here. The first one is
linked with a (the account of this is said
to be fabricated) visit by the dictator to
Blessed Matrona of Moscow. True or not,
one may readily note the tranquil
expression on the Saint’s face and the
troubled one on his.

May Father Acacius (one might also
render his name as “Innocent” or
“Innokentiy” in Slavonic) help us to be
obedient to the Lord of Glory, Who
manifested His power upon the Cross,
and ushered into this world the -
ultimately completely and eternally
victorious - Kingdom of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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CBIiT LlEN — OCTAaTOYHO 30BCiM | BiYHO
nepemoxHe - LlapcteBo OTus i CuHa i
Ceatoro [lyxa. AMiHb.




