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«Papie To6010 Tpoiusa, CBaTumn
Bnaauko CunbBectpe! Tu -
60>keCTBEHHMUI rpiM, AyxoBHa cypmMma>»
(Konpak CB. CunbBecTpy)

Onga Tnx 3 Hac, Ki BUXOBaHi B
MiBHiYHI AMepuui iM'a «CnnbeecTp»
Haragye cMiwHy ocoby 3 MynbTdinbMiB —
KoTa, Wwo nocTirHo (i 6e3ycnilHo)
XXEHEeTbCS 3@ KaHAPEMKOK 3 BE/IMYE3HOI
rono0BOIO, Ky Ha3uBaloTb «TBIiTi». BOHO
3aBXAu BUKIMKAE YCMilWLKY. Ta € psaj
Ceatux y LepkoBHoMYy KaneHpapi, sKi
MatloTb Lie NaTUHCbKe iM'a, SKe NoXoAuTb
3i cnoea «nic» (silva). Mepwunin 3 HUX —
TOW, IKOro CBATKYEMO 15-r0 CiyHS 3a
FpuropisHCbkMM kaneHgapem (ue X 2-ro
Ci4HA 3a OnigHCbkMM). BiH — CBATUI
Hepo3aineHoi LlepkBu neporo
Tnucayvonitra, Cunosectp, Mana PuMcbkui.

Cs. CunbBecTp HapoauBCs B Pumi
6aTtbkaM XpuctmsiHam, Py6iHosi Ta KOcTi, B
p. 284. loro BUXoBaHHA 3p06UI0 3 HLOIO
AiNcHoro XpuctmsiHa — Takoro, SKMn wmpo
NPpUIAHAB A0 cepus HaByaHHA CrnacuTtens i
MposB/IAB IX Y CBOEMY LLOAEHHOMY XWUTTI.

bheow. Q) N
“The Trinity delights in you, O holy
bishop Sylvester! You are divine
thunder, a spiritual trumpet”
(Kontakion to St. Sylvester)

The name “Sylvester”, for those
of us raised in North America,
immediately calls to mind a funny
cartoon character- a pussy cat who is
always (unsuccessfully) seeking to catch
a canary with a huge head named
Tweety. It always brings a smile.
However there are a number of Saints
on the Church Calendar who bear this
Latin name, which is derived from
“forest” (silva). The first is the one
whom we celebrate on January 15 on the
Gregorian Calendar (which is January 2
on the Julian). He is a Saint of the
undivided Church of the first millennium,
Sylvester, the Pope of Rome.

St. Sylvester was born in Rome to
Christian parents named Rufinus and
Justa in the year 284. His upbringing
helped make him a true Christian - one
who took to heart the teachings of the
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CunbBecTp PuMcbkuii 6e3 xonHoro
BaraHHs NpPUNHSAB Yy CBil 4iM TOHUMOrO
Bnagnky Tumodia AHTIOXIACbKOro, SSKUin
NPOXMB Y HbOrO 6/IM3bKO POKY A0 CBOro
apewTy i CTpaTH, 3@ HAKa3oM PMMCbKOIro
npedekTta TapkBiHia. CunbBecTp i
AOrNsIHYB 3a Moro noxopoHom. Konu npo
ue no4yyB TapKBiHin, TO BiH Haka3aB
3aapewTyBaTh N Xopobporo oHaka, i
BMMaraB Yy HbOro cnagwmHy Tumodis, Ta
Wwob BiH, HA 3HAK MOKYTWU, MPUHIC XXepTBY
6oram. Konn CunbBecTp BigMOBUBCSH B
LbOMY, TO NpedeKT Hakasas oro
YB'SI3HUTWU - 3 HAMipOM CTpPaTUTK i Noro.
CBATWMI NepecTepir MOro Npo TEHAITHICTb
3EeMHOI Bflagmn, CTaHy Ta i CaMOro XutTs y
cBiTi. I cnpaBai Tiel X HoYi 3aKiH4YMNOCS
nepebyBaHHS TapKBiHig Ha 3eMni, Konun
oMy B ropJi 3actpsarna Kictka pubu, aky
BiH 1B.

Oewo no ubomy CunbBecTpa
BMCBSAYYIOTb Y CaH [JusikoHa, a NoTiM i
CesweHuka. A no cmepTi Nanu 3 Adpuku
(npasaononibHo bepbepcbkoro
noxoaxeHHs), Minetisga, CunbBecTpa
obupatoTb Ha Ennckona PuMcbkoi Liepkeu
B p. 314. Y yaci cnyxiHHa MinbTisga 6ys
HacTynMe NepenoMHUIA MOMEHT
3aKiHYeHH4A roHiHHA Lepksu
NporosioweHHaM MinaHCbKOro eanKkTy B p.
313.

Toai CunbBecTpy npunano
npoBaauTu cTafoM XpUCTOBUM Yy Yyaci
HOBUX BUKNKIB. Tenep yxe 6yTun
XpUCTUAHOM He BMMarano nocTinHol
FOTOBHOCTI MEPEHOCUTU MOHIHHA Ta
My4yeHUUTBO. HaToMicTb NpomMaga
XpwuctoBa nonana nig obnory Tnx, siKi
HacTolBasn Ha ToMy, wWwo locrnoab Icyc
Xpuctoc — nepwnii 3 nomixk boxoro
TBOPiHHSA, ane He bor y Tini (Apincbka
€pecb). A 6ynn 1 Ti, WO Aepxanucs
rnepeKkoHaHHs, Wo Bipa, ska cnpasai bory
BrogHa — ue Ta, Kol TpMUMatoTbCs

nocnigosHuku NMpopoka Moiices - Ogaizm.

Mana CunbBecTp MaB yCMilHY
npunogHy aebaTty 3 oCTaHHIMuK
npeteHaeHTamu. Lle onncaHe
(@HrNincbLKOK MOBOK) OCb TYT: [a TaKoX
y Yeti-MiHei CB. AnMUTPis POCTOBCBKOro
(pociicbkolo), ocb TyT]. A TaKOX Nocnas

Saviour and manifested them in his daily
life. Sylvester of Rome did not hesitate
to take into his home the persecuted
Bishop Timothy of Antioch, who lived
with him for about a year until his arrest
and execution at the command of the
Roman prefect Tarquinius. Sylvester saw
to the burial of the Martyr’s body. When
Tarquinius heard of this, he had the
brave young man arrested and
demanded Timothy’s estate - as well as
Sylvester’s atoning sacrifice to the gods.
When Sylvester refused, the prefect
ordered his imprisonment, intending to
execute him. The Saint warned him
about the fragility of earthly power,
status and life itself. And indeed that
very night Tarquinius’ earthly sojourn
came to an end when the bone of a fish
he was eating got caught in his throat.

Some time after this, Sylvester
was ordained a Deacon and then a
Priest. After the death of the African
pope (probably of Berber origin),
Miltiades, Sylvester was chosen to be the
Bishop of the Church in Rome in 314.
The watershed moment of the cessation
of persecution of the Church had come
about during Miltiades’ ministry with the
Edict of Milan in 313.

It was now up to Sylvester to
guide the flock of Christ through a time
of new challenges. Being a Christian no
longer required the constant readiness to
endure persecution and martyrdom.
Instead the Christian community came
under siege by those who insisted that
the Lord Jesus Christ was the foremost
of God’s creatures - but not God
incarnate (the Arian heresy). Also, there
were those who maintained that the
faith that truly pleased God was that of
the followers of the Prophet Moses -
Judaism.

Pope Sylvester successfully
engaged in a public debate with the
latter contenders. A report of this may
be found here: [also in the Cheti-Mineyi
of St. Demetrius of Rostov, found here
in Russian:. He also sent delegates to
the First Ecumenical Council which was
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BiH AeneraTiB Ha lMepwunin BceneHcbknii
Cobop, skun Bigbysca y Hikei (cborogHi
ue I3Hik y TypeyduuHi) B p. 325, wob
cnpaBuTUCS 3 ApiliCbKOK EPECHO.

Moro ycnix, sk Aywnactups npoTtu
XUTpowiB agnasona MabyTb MidooriyHo
onncaHuiA y po3noBsigi Npo Te, K BiH
MOKOPMUB 3Misl, LLO XUB Y AMi B Pumi, 3
SKOT HMLWMB BYB WOAHSA COTHI Ntoaen.
Po3nosigatoTb, wo CunbBecTp,
HaCTaBNEHUI Y BUAIHHIO CBOIM
rnornepeaHMKoM, AnocTtosioM lNeTpom,
CrycTUBCSH B SIMY 3MiiHY pa3oM 3 ABOMa
CesuweHnkamm, obB'a3aB Wwenenn agpakoHa
HWTKOIO i 3ane4aTaB 3HAaKOM XpecTa, i BXe
Micns Toro Ton He Mir 6inbie HikoMy
LWKOANTH.

3 ornaay Ha Te, wo Imnepatop i
CBatnin, KocTaHTUH Benunkunin, Ta noro
maTtn, CB. €neHa, 6ynun yneHamm noro
ctaga B PuMi, y noganbLlmx CTONITTAX
BUPUHYNU AOKYMEHTU, sIKi po3nosiganu,
wo KoctaHTuH Hagas CnnbBecTpy Ta Moro
HacTynHWKaMm ocobnnBy CBITCbKYy Bragy B
[0AAaTKy A0 AYXOBHOIMo aBTOPUTETY, SKOro
BiH MaB Yepe3 CBi caH. BoHu 3apas
yBaXkaloTbCs HeaiicHuMK, sk LlepkBoto
Cxoay Tak i 3axoay.

CunbBecTpa WaHyoTb, 9K 04HOro 3
Man, wo HargoBLwe cnyxus, 60 x
nposaaus BiH PuMcbko LlepkBoto, SK
Apxunactump Bnpoaosx binbwe ynm 21
NiT. YNokoiBcs BiH y p. 335. Pumcbka
LlepkBa cBATKY€ Moro nam'ate Ha 31-ro
rPyaHs — B OCTaHHIN AEeHb pOKY
rpoMaasiHCLKOro KageHaaps.

Ariorpad, o. AnbbaH BaTtnep
(1710-1773), onucytoum Ce. CunbBecTpa
B CBOili XKutti CBstux (Lives of the
Saints), Hany4ye: «BoHa [Bipa
XpuctuaHcbka] came neplue HacTaBnseE
Hac, Wwob y BCiX HAWMX YMHaAX, MM Manu
bora, 4k nmo4yaToK i uinb, i yBaxanu nuwe
Ha Moro BoxecTBeHHy yecTb | CBATWIA
3akoH. OTOX MU NOBMUHHI TaK XUTKH, Wo6
OHi, TOAVMHW N XBUAMHWN POKY TBOPWUAN
BiHeUb Ao6pux 4in, aknx Mm mornm 6
nigHectn bory. Hawe 3abyTTa npo Toro,
AKWIA € HALWO OCTATOYHOLO Uinnto, y
Malxe BCbOMY, WO MK pobuMo, BUMarae
Bi4 HacC XXepTBM pO34yJIeHHS Nif KiHeub

held in Nicea (today Iznik in Turkey) in
325 to deal with the Arian heresy.

His success as a Pastor defeating
the wiles of the devil are perhaps
mythically described in the story of his
subduing of a dragon which lived in a pit
in Rome, from which it would destroy
hundreds of people each day. The story
goes that Sylvester, guided by a vision
of his predecessor, the Apostle Peter,
descended into the dragon’s pit with two
priests, bound the dragon’s jaws with a
thread and sealed it with the sign of the
Cross, after which it no longer had power
to hurt anyone.

Since the Christian emperor and
Saint, Constantine the Great, and his
mother, St. Helena, were among his
flock in Rome, documents surfaced, in
later centuries, which reported that
Constantine had given St. Sylvester and
his successors special secular authority
in addition to the spiritual authority
which he held by virtue of his office.
These are now understood by the Church
of the West, as well as that of the East,
to be inauthentic.

Having guided the Church of
Rome as its Archpastor for over 21
years, St. Sylvester is one of its longest
serving Popes. He reposed peacefully in
335. The Roman Church commemorates
him on December 31 - the last day of
the year on the civic calendar.

The hagiographer, Fr. Alban
Butler (1710-1773), writing about St.
Sylvester in his Lives of the Saints,
exhorts: “It is one of its [the Christian
faith’s] first precepts that in all our
actions we make God our beginning and
end, and have only His divine honour
and His holy law in view. We ought,
therefore, so to live that the days, hours,
and moments of the year may form a
crown made up of good works, which we
may offer to God. Our forgetfulness of
Him Who is our last end, in almost all
that we do, calls for a sacrifice of
compunction at the close of the year;
but this cannot be perfect or acceptable
to God unless we sincerely devote our




pOKY, ajfie BOHa He MoXxe byTu

[ OCKOHanow 4m BrogHot aAnsa bora, xiba
O MM LMPO NOCBSTUMO Moro csATil
noboBi BCe CBOE ceple i XUTTS Ha TOn
yac, SKMN HacTynae».

YKpaiHa Takox mae csoro CB.
CunbsecTtpa. Lle - Ceatnii IrymeH
ApeBHboro Buaybuubkoro MoHacTtups CB..
Muxaina 3 12-ro Biky. O. CunbBecTp
TaKoX NpoaoBXyBaB icTopiorpadiyHi
Tpyam CB. Hectopa JliTtonucus, a Kpim
TOro Hanwucas XKuttisg 9-ox OTuiB Kneso-
Meuepcbkoi Jlaspu. Moro Mo
cnoymBatoTb Y bamxHix MNeyepax (C..
AHTOHIS). YBaxaloTb, WO NOro
3aCTynMHUUTBO — 0CO6NMBO edhEKTUBHE
npoTu AissHb aeMoHiB. CB. OTuUsa Haworo
CunbBecTtpa Kneo-lNeuepcbkoro
MOMMHAEMO B TOW e AEHb, WO W NOro
HebecHoro MokpoButens, Toro x CBATOro
Many, sakoro MNpaBocnaBHi CBATKYOTb 2-
ro/15-ro ciuHs.

Xou angd MpasocnaBHux, ocobnmeo
XK ANS TUX, 9Ki CBATKYHOTb 3a KONiaHCbKUM
kaneHgapeM, deHb CB. CunbBecTpa He
criBnagac€ 3 KiHUeM rpoMaasiHCbKOro
pOKYy, BCe OA4HO 3aKnunk o. batnepa go
NOKasitHHA Ta BiAHOBJ/IEHHS CBOEI NOCBATH
BiuHoMmy [xepeni pagocTi, nobosi,
CMOKOI — i CAMOro XUTTA — AyXe Ha
Micui. Lle »X NOBUHHI MU YNHUTU KOXHOIO
AHS — HacnpaBAi NoKipHWIA 3BUYan
MOCTiINHO 3BepTaTUCA A0 bora y KOoXHiin
XBWUJINHI CBOIO XWUTTHA € HaWMM 0Cco6nBUM
NOKANKAHHAM. (A MOXe MU Mornn 6
npuragaTtu ue HaBiTb TOAi, KONU My,
pa3oM 3 HaWMMM HAUMEHLLNMM,
pPO3BaX>Xa€EMOCs noaBuMramMun aiesoi ocobum
MynbTdinbMiB, sika 3pobuna im’s
«CunbBecTp» TakuM BiAOMUM Yy Cy4vacHiin
KynbTypi). I Tak MM TaKOX 3MOXeEMO, 3
BoXkolo AOMOMOro, K BUKOHYBanu
obuasa CunbBectpu, npubopkysaTu
OPaKOHIB, AKi HaMararTbCsa Hac
BiABepHYTU Big HbOro — a HaBepHyTU Hac
00 cMepTi. AMiHb.)

whole hearts and lives to His holy love
for the time to come.”

Ukraine, too, has its St.
Sylvester. It is the saintly Abbot of the
ancient St. Michael’s Vydubychi
Monastery in the 12" century. Fr.
Sylvester also continued the
historiographical work of St. Nestor the
Chronicler, besides authoring the Vitae
of nine Fathers of the Lavra of the Caves
in Kyiv. His Relics repose in the Near
Caves (of St. Anthony). His intercessions
are held to be particularly effective
against demonic activity. Our Venerable
Father Sylvester of the Kyivan Caves is
commemorated on the same day as his
Patron Saint, this same Holy Pope whom
the Orthodox commemorate on January
2/15.

Although for the Orthodox,
especially we who celebrate according to
the Julian Calendar, St. Sylvester’s Day
does not coincide with the end of the
civic year, Fr. Butler’s call for repentance
and recommitment to the Eternal Source
of joy, love, peace - life itself - is very
appropriate. It is something we ought to
do each and every day - in fact the
penitential habit of continually turning
towards God each moment of every day
is our vocation. (Perhaps we can even be
reminded of it when we, together with
our little ones, are enjoying the exploits
of the cartoon character who has made
the name, Sylvester, well known in
contemporary culture). And so we, too,
shall be able with God’s help, as did the
two Sylvesters, to subdue the dragons
that seek to turn us away from Him -
towards death. Amen.




