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Hepinsa 9-ta no
M'aTnpecaTHumui: BiH niwoB
nomMmonuntTucsa!

Ninth Sunday after
Pentecost: He went up to

pray!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

CboroaHiwHa €sanrenia (MaTsis
14:22-34) xBuntow4e oOnncye 4yao
xomxeHHs Icycosa no mopto. Moro
yyeHb, NMeTpo, nobaumsLwn Le
HaA3BWYanHe BMAOBULLE, BiAYYB
HaTXHEeHHs nonpocuTn bnarogati Te X
came pobutun - i Tak crasocs! A Toai
CTaB NnepemMaTucsa TuM, K xe ue
MOXJIMBO MOMY YMHUTU Te, WO YNHUTD.
I «6avauun Benuky 6ypto» cTtas
6oaTnCs. 3pa3y noyas BiH notonaTu!
Ane BiH He po3rybuscs. BiH 3HaB Kyau
3BEPHYTUCA O MOMiY. BiH KpUKHYB
«PaTyn meHe, Nocnogn»,
NMPOCTArHyBWM pyku Ao Icyca. «I
3apa3s Icyc npocTar pyky 1 cxonus
noro... [I 9]k A0 YOBHA X BOHM
BBiMWAKN, 6yps BWyXHYyna». TyT
AINCHO oA4He 4yyao 3a ApYruM. SK BipHO
NOCTYNWUAK Ti, WO 6ynun B YOBHI, KON
noksoHununcs Momy i nporonocunu:
«Tun cnpasai CuH boxun!» BoHu
BCBiAgoMUAKN, Wo BiH ai€e Bo)xow cunoto
Ta BNajolo.

Barato3Ha4yHW BUCNIB 3HaxXoAUTbLCS

Today's Gospel reading (Matthew
14:22-34) gives a dramatic account
of the miracle of Jesus' walking upon
the sea. His disciple, Peter, seeing
this most extraordinary sight, was
inspired to ask for the grace to do
the same - and did so! That is, until
he started worrying about how he
could be doing what he was doing.
Then he "saw the wind" and became
afraid. At once he started to sink! Yet
he did not lose his presence of mind.
He knew where to get help. "Lord,
save me," he cried out, reaching to
Jesus. And "Jesus immediately
reached out his hand and caught
him... And when they got into the
boat, the wind ceased". Here indeed
is miracle upon miracle. How right
were those in the boat to worship
Jesus and proclaim: "Truly, You are
the Son of God". They recognized
that He was acting with the power
and authority of God.

There is a significant phrase at the
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Ha No4yaTKy LbOro €BaHrenbCbKoro
UMTAHHSA, SIKOr0 MU, MOXJ/IUBO,
npoounnun, 60 X Ui cnosBa NpocTo
[Al0Tb BCTYN ANS XBWIIOKOYOI NMOAil,
sKa TyT po3ropHynacs. Ocb Ti cnosa:
«BiH Ha ropy niwoB NOMOAUTUCS
HacamoTi». IcycoBa Monutea! Ocb TyT
mxepeno Moro uyaec! BiH TBopuB
O3HaKu Ta 4yyaa, wob BnBSABUTH
npuwecta B cuni Llapctea Boxoro. BiH
TBOpMB iX Cunoto boxoto, sika byna
Tak pACHO AOCTYMHOW Momy yepes
Moro MonuTsy. BiH He paxyBaB
MapHUM TOM 4Yac NpoBeaeHUn y
MOJIMTOBHOMY CrnifIKyBaHHi 3 OTueM
HebecHuM — i He BBaxas, LLO Le
3aWHATTSA 4714 BiIbHOrO 4acy, Konu
HEMAaE HIiYOoro iHWOro BaX/nBiwro.
ByabMO 4YecHi: un He caMe TakK MU
anBmMocHa Ha MonuTtey? Yu He
AYMaeMO 4acoM, WO e - NpoCcTo CBOro
poAy HamaraHHs crnpuvimaTn baxkaHe
3a AincHe? Yn 3axucTt ansa Tmx, sKi
HaaTo nepadi, wWob gasaTtm cami cobi
paay? Yn MOXnuBO, WOCh Take, Wo
[A€ HaM 3MOry no4yyBaTUCS, WO MU
BCE X Take — Aobpi noam? Ym npocto
060B’A30K, 3aHenbaHHSA KOro
CMPUYNHIOE B HAC HErNMpPUEMHE MoYyTTS
MPOBUHMN — | TOMY MU CTAapaEMOCH
sKHanwsunawe Biabytn noro, Wwob
nepenTn 40 4Yorochb Uikasiworo?

fcHO Wwo 30BCiM He Tak agneBueca Icyc
Ha MonuTtey. Ta X BiH HaBiTb Biagcnnas
mopaen Big Cebe, wob MaTn 4ac Ha
MonuTtey! MonuTea 6yna Momy
3B'A3K0OM 3 [)xepenoM Xutrs, Woro
psaTyHkoMm! BoHa 6yna Takoto X
BaxnunBoto oMy, aK AnxaHHS.
MonuTtsoto BiH 3Haxoams cuny Ao
XWUTTSA Ta TBOPEHHSA yyaec. MonnTeoto
BiH 3006yBaB NpoBMAIHHA Ta 3a0XO0TY.
MonuTtBa BigHOBMAIOBaNa Ta NOCTIMHO
BiaceixyBano Moro ceigomicTb
6e3nepepnBHOro cnifkyBaHHsa 3 borom
OTueM. Monuteoto Icyca Hebo i
3eM/1q NoeaHyBanuca ansa Heoro i ans

very beginning of this Gospel reading
which we may have missed because
it simply sets the stage for the
unfolding drama. Here it is: "He went
up on the mountain by Himself to
pray". The prayer of Jesus! Here is
the source of the miracles He
wrought! He did signs and wonders
to show the coming of the Kingdom
of God in power. He did them by the
Energy of God, which was available
to Him so plenteously because of His
prayer. He did not consider the time
He spent in prayerful communion
with the Father to be wasted or to be
a leisure-time activity - something to
be done when He was not too busy.
Let’s be honest: Is that not precisely
how we so often view prayer? Do we
not sometimes think that it is just
another word for wishful thinking? Or
a refuge for people who are too lazy
to do something to help themselves?
Or just something to make us feel
that we are good people? Or merely
a duty we feel guilty about
neglecting - so we try to get it over
with as quickly as we can?

Obviously this was not the way Jesus
viewed prayer. He actually sent
people away so that He could have
the time to pray! Prayer was His life-
line. Prayer was as essential to Him
as breathing. Through prayer He
found the power to live and do His
wonders. Through prayer He
received guidance and
encouragement. Prayer restored and
kept ever fresh His awareness of His
continual communion with God the
Father. Through Jesus' prayer
Heaven and earth came together for
Him and for those who heard and
followed Him!

Brothers and sisters - we need to
ponder this message very carefully.



T™MX, aKi cnyxanu Moro i iwnm 3a Hum.

BpaTtn 1 cectpu - Tpeba n Ham
3alyMaTUCSH YBaXXHO Haj Ui€ro
cnpasot. Mn MycuMo nepemMiHUTK CBil
nornag npo Monutey. Ham Tak
noTpibHOo TOro, Wwo Aa€e MonuTtea:
CrnifIKyBaHHA 3 boroMm, npoBuaiHHS,
eHeprisi! Y Hac Kpu4iyda notpeba umx
cnpas. He B TOMYy piy, wo Monutea
npumycuTb bora gaTtm HaM Toro, wo
BiH iHakwe He gaB 6u. MonuTtea
30BCiM He MiHsA€ bora. bor 3aBxau
6e3mMexHOo weapun. BiH NocTinHO
BunmBae Ceoto bnarogaTtb Ha Hac — Ta
Ha BCe CTBOPIHHSA Moro - aoly Ha
cnparny, nepecoxsy 3eMJto Haloi
3iNCyTOl rpiXoM HEBAOCKOHAAEHOI
NOACBbKOT Npupoaun. Ta He 3aBXan Mu
cnpunMaeMmo uiei bnarogati. Mu
MycuMmo ii npuimaTtu. Monutea He bora
3MiHIOE — BOHA 3MiHIOE Hac! A B Ui
rnepemiHi — CyTb NOKasgHHA. He HaaTo
Mi3HO A4/19 HAaC NepPEeMIHUTUCA — MU XK
NOCTINHO 3MiIHIOEMOCL. 3pobimMo Tak,
wob ua nepemiHa 6yna onga Hac
3MiHOIO Ha Kpauwe. BiaHOBIMO Hawi
3ycunna B Monutsi. MpoaoBXymnmMo
KnnkaTtn no bora y Hawmnx aymkax Ta
CBOIMM ycTaMu. MNMoCBAYYMMO Yac Ha
30cepegxeHy Ha bora MonuTsy.
MocBsAYYIMMO Yac Ha NpoCnaBNeHHs
bora Ta NnoboXHi YMHK — BAOMA, Ha
CaMoTi, 3 poanHoto Ta B Xpami. Le x
MonnTBa nepeTBOPOE HAC Ha
CMpaBXHiX MOBHOLIHHUX NHOAEN.

We need to change our idea about
prayer. We need what prayer
provides - communion with God,
direction, energy! We need these
things desperately. It is not that
prayer will make God give us things
that otherwise He would not give.
Prayer does not change God at all.
God is always infinitely generous. He
is continually pouring out His grace
upon us - upon all His creatures - as
rain upon the thirsty, parched ground
of our fallen, imperfect human
nature. But we are not

always receiving that grace. We need
to receive it. Prayer makes us open
to receive it. Prayer does not change
God - it changes us! Change is the
meaning of repentance. It is not too
late for us to change - for in fact we
are changing all the time. Let’s make
that change a change for the better.
Let's renew our efforts in prayer.
Let’s keep on calling out to God in
our minds and with our mouths. Let’s
make time for focused prayer. Let’s
make time for worship and devotion
- at home, alone and with our
families, and in Church. Prayer is
what makes us truly human.



