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HoBomyuyeHuk Jlazap, lNacryx
Bbonrapcbknm

New Martyr Lazarus the
Shepherd of Bulgaria

Fr. Ihor Kutash - o. Irop Kyram

kutash@unicorne.org

«fl noKnoHstoca i cnyxy bory EaguHomy B Tpbox
Ocobax. Tak K A xpectusca B Moro ImeHi i cTas
XpuctuaHom, Tak y Moro IMmeHi s rotosuii i Bupiwms
NOMMPATH, i HiLWO B CBIiTi HE MOXXe 3MiHUTU MOE
piweHHAa!”

Ha 6-ro TpaBHs 3a rpuMropiaHCbKMMm KaneHaapem (ue
23-ro KBiTHS 3a H0NiaHCbKMM) MW MOMUHAEMO, Kpim
Ayxe Bigomoro Benmkomy4yeHuka HOpis, iHworo
HabaraTto meHwW Bigomoro. Lle — HoBomy4eHuK
Nasap, Nactyx boarapcbKuit, WO AaB CBOE KUTTA 33
focnopay p. 1802.

J1azapa Ha3Banum B YyecTb CB. J1azapA
YoTupumaHeBHOro, Akoro focnozb BOCKpecus 3
MepTBuX (a Le im’'a enniHisoBaHa Bepcis NOBaXHOro
imeHi «Eneasap», Wo o3Havae «bor gonomir»). Llel
Jlazap mae BennKy nosary B bosarapcobKilt KynbTypi,
6yaydye NoB'A3aHUM 3 NPUXOAOM BECHU. [pynu
60NTrapCbKUi AiBYAT, AKUX 3BYTb «/1a3apKammy,
BigBiayoTb gomu y Jlasapesy CyboTy, cniBatoTb i

“l worship and serve One God in Three Persons. Just
as | was baptized in His Name and became a
Christian, so in His Name | am prepared and have
decided to die and nothing in this world can change
my mind!”

On May 6 according to the Gregorian Calendar (which
is April 23 on the Julian) we commemorate, beside
the greatly renowned Great Martyr George, another
much less familiar one. It is the New Martyr Lazarus
the Shepherd, of Bulgaria who gave his life for the
Lord in the year 1802.

Lazarus was named after St. Lazarus of the Four Days,
whom the Lord raised from the dead (and this name
is a Hellenized version of the venerable name
“Eleazar” which means “God has helped”). This
Lazarus is much honoured in Bulgarian culture being
linked with the coming of spring. Groups of Bulgarian
girls called “lazarky” visit homes on Lazarus’ Saturday
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nepeaatoTb iM 61aroCNOBEHHSA.

HoBomy4deHUK Jlazap Hapoameca B ceni eben Oan
6ina micta Nabposo B bonrapii. PognHa ioro Tam
¥UBe A0 HWHI. (barato Yoro NPo HLOro MOXKHa
3HalTK Ha 6oArapcbKii MOBI Ha LLbOMY CalTi:
pravoslavieto.com).

3HaMwWwoB BiH NpaLto AK nacTyx 6ins micta Coma B
3axigHin TypeyumHi. bonrapis B Toi1 yac 6yna B
OcmaHcbKilt imnepii. OgHoro AHA npoxoamna
TypeubKa XiHKa 6ina micua, ae /lasap BiAgnNo4YMBaB i
Moro ncu NMAbHYyBanu oBeub. MaBKIT cobak
po36yanB Moro i BiH Npubir, LWo6 3aXUCTUTK XKiHKY
Bif, LWWKOAM 3i CTOPOHM cobaK, AKi HAATO NWUIbHO
3axMLanm ctago.

’iHKa noBepHynaca Ao 4040MY 3 TPOLLKK
nopBaHoO oaerKeto. BoHa noacHMANa Le MyKeBi
CKasaBLUM, WO Le JTlasap 6yB HaKMHYBCA Ha Hel.
PosntoueHunit My Toai nobir B6MBaTH 4ON0OBIKa, WO,
AK BiH AymaB, byB 06pa3mB YecTb MOro APYHKMHW.
Tomy WO BiH AOr0 He 3HaB, BiH BUCTPIINB Yy Apyra
Nasaps i BaXKKO NOpPaHMB MOro afe He Ha CMepTb.
Konu BiH goBigaBca Npo CBOK NOMMUIKY TO
nobonBcs, Lo MOro MOXKyTb CYAUTU 3a Hanaj Ha
HEBUHHY NtoauHy. BiH niabypus uneHis poamHm
CBOET XKiHKM, W06 ockapKnau Jlasaps, AKoro
BHAC/IAOK LbOro 3aapeLuTyBanu i yB’asHUAM B
nigroTosui 4o cyay.

YpAnoBuiA YAHOBHMK, AKOMY A,0BipeHO crnpasy
BMpILLIMB PO3B’A3aTH ii 3800yTTAM HaBEepHEHHSA
JNasapsa Ha Icham. BiH 403BOAMB 3acTOCYyBaATM CUAY B
pasi 61 Jlasap BiamosnsaBsca. Jlazap nomosmMBcA 40
Cs. Opis, wob Hagas Momy cmunm 60 x byno ue
HaBeuip’a Moro CeATa. BiH nepeHic TopTypu
BiZBaKHO 11 TEPNENNBO i MOro 3aAUWnNAn, AK
aymann, mepTeum. Ta ara (TypeLbKnii YUHOBHUK)

3HaNLLIOB MOro *XMBUM Ha HaCTynHUI aeHb (OeHb Ca.

KOpina) i noaymas, o TyT mabyTb gie cuna boxa. BiH
3anpornoHyBaB toHaKoBi (/lazapto 6yno 28 niT)
[AAPYHKM Ta NoYecTi, HaKou 6 BiH TiNbKK
HaBepHyBcA Ha lcham.

Ta Nla3ap TBepAO BiANOBIB: «A NOKNOHAIOCA i CYXKY
Bory EanHomy B Tpbox Ocobax. Tak Ak A xpecTuscs
8 Moro ImeHi i ctaB XpuctuaHom, Tak y Moro ImeHi s
roTOBWIA | BUPILUMB NOMMPATH, i HiLLO B CBITi He
MOXKe 3MIHUTM MOE pilleHHA!” OToX Momy Aanu
BMPOK Ha NOBIiLIEHHA. AK 3HaK CBOEI PiLLy4OCTi
Jlazap cam HanoXXu1B NeT/0 HABKOJIO CBOET LWMUI.
Hacniaytoum Haworo lNocnoga BiH i nomoaunBCeA 3a
CBOiX MyuuTeniB. baraTo uypg Bigbynoca HaBkoo

singing songs and wishing blessings upon them.

New Martyr Lazarus was born in the village of Debel
Dyal near the city of Gabrovo in Bulgaria. Members of
his family live there till this day. (A great deal about
him is to be found in Bulgarian on this site:
pravoslavieto.com).

He found work as a shepherd near the town of Soma
in the western part of Turkey. Bulgaria was part of the
Ottoman Empire at the time. One day a Turkish lady
was passing by the place where Lazarus was resting
while his dogs guarded the sheep. The dogs’ barking
woke him and he rushed to ensure that the lady
would not be hurt by the dogs in their zeal to protect
their flock.

The lady went home with a small tear in her clothing.
She explained this to her husband by saying that it
was Lazarus who had attacked her. The enraged man
rushed off to kill the imagined offender of his wife's
honour. Not knowing him, he fired at Lazarus’
companion, badly wounding but not killing him. Upon
learning of his error the man became afraid that he
might face charges for his attack on an innocent man.
He stirred up members of his wife’s family to accuse
Lazarus who was arrested and jailed in preparation
for a trial.

The government official in charge of the matter
decided to resolve it by obtaining the conversion of
Lazarus to Islam. He authorized the use of force in
case Lazarus refused. Lazarus prayed to St. George for
strength as it was the eve of his Feastday. He
patiently and bravely endured horrible tortures and
was left for dead. However the Agha (Turkish official)
found him still alive the next day (St. George’s Day)
and thought that the power of God might be at work.
He offered the young man (Lazarus was 28) gifts and
honours if he would only convert.

But Lazarus firmly replied: “I worship and serve One
God in Three Persons. Just as | was baptized in His
Name and became a Christian, so in His Name | am
prepared and have decided to die and nothing in this
world can change my mind!” He was then sentenced
to hang. As a sign of his resolve Lazarus placed the
noose around his neck himself. Imitating our Lord he
prayed for his tormentors. Many miracles occurred
from his Relics. A life size Icon of the New Martyr,
Lazarus the Shepherd, is to be found in the Rylsky
Monastery in Bulgaria.

The word “martyr” comes from the Greek and means
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Mmoro Mouwiis. IKoHa Ha 3pict HoBomy4yeHuKa Jlazaps
MacTyxa 3HaxoauTbca B PUnbcbkomy MoHacTtupi B
boarapii.

CNnoBO «My4YeHMK» Ha MOBI rpeLbKint («mapTipac»)
0O3Ha4aEe «TOM, XTO CBiA4YNTbY. JTa3ap AaB BipHe
CBiZOLUTBO NPO X0pobpicTb Ta CNiBYYTAMBICTb
XpUcTa, AKi HANOBHIOKOTb TUX, WO NOEAHAHI 3 Hum.
LA cniBuyT/IMBICTb BiAKPMBAE ABEPI MOKAAHHA,
NPUMUPEHHA | NEPETBOPEHHA TOMY, XTO 3aBAAE
60ni. Lle pi3Ko BiagMiHHe Bifg, TOro A5 4oro Yacto
BXKMBAETbLCA (4M paaLue 3/10 BXKMBAETLCA) Lie C/I0BO,
KOJIM crorag Npo « My4YeHMUKiB» BUKOPUCTOBYIOTb,
o6 po3nantoBaTM NOMCTY, KOHONIKTU Ta
HACUNbCTBO.

Hexali CB. Jlazap, pasom 3 6e3niv iHwumm
My4YeHMKamMM, CBOIM NPUKNALOM Ta MOINTBaMMU,
npuseae A0 NOKAAHHA YCiX, WO NiaaarTbea
NPUCTPaACTAM HEHABWUCTI Ta BNaZ0N0OCTBA, | TaK
CNpUAE NPULIECTAM 30/10TOrO Ta BiYHOro BiKy Mecii,
BiKY CNPaBXHbOro MUPY Ta 31aroam, Npo AKUIA BiH
NepeKoH/IMBO CBiAYUTb TAaKOK AOPOro 0cobmcTo
LiHOW. AMiHb.

“one who bears testimony”. Lazarus bore faithful
testimony to the courage and compassion of Christ
which fills those who are united with Him —a
compassion which opens the door to repentance,
reconciliation and transformation for the ones
inflicting the hurt. This is dramatically different from
the way the word is often used — or rather abused - in
which the memory of “martyrs” is invoked to fuel
vengeance, conflict and violence.

May St. Lazarus, along with countless other martyrs,
by his example and prayers, bring to repentance all
who give way to the passions of hatred and lust for
power, and so help to bring about the golden and
eternal Messianic age of true peace and harmony to
which he bears costly and persuasive testimony.
Amen.




