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HoBuu CeaweHHOMY4YeHUK Bacunb
MapTtuw TepaTUHCbKU

New Hieromartyr Vasyl’ Martysz of
Teratyn

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«51 HiKOMY XXOQHOIrO 3Nna He BYMHMUB, i Bif
HiKOro He TikaTumy. XpucTtoc He BTiKaB.»
(CB. Bacunb, popyudaroum cebe OTueBi
Heb6ecHomy)

He 6arato TeM HaCTinbkn KOHMIKTHI B
npaBoCnaBHUX XPUCTUSH, SK MicLie
HauioHaniamy B Llepksi. Po3mipkoBytoun Hag,
UMM, 9 Npuragyto KoMeHTap nNpo HauioHaniam
nyéniumcrta PomaHa OnirHMKa Ha Kypci, SKOro
BiH BUKNagaB B yHiBepcuTeTi Makl'inn B
nonosuHi 1970-x pokiB. BiH cka3aB, HacKinbku s
nam'stato: "HauioHaniam rpyHTyeTbCA Ha
nobosi". Lia gymka ctana MeHi pxepenom
HaTXHEeHHSA [noAaibHo, sk nicHa rypTy Oa lNy:
«Love, Reign O’er Me» («JltoboBe, Bonoain
MHOO»)].

Ha >xanb, ntoboB He 3aBxau kepyBana
4Yn NpaBuna XUTTAM ynasLuKn nogen (a ue — BCi
MM)), SIKi 3HaXoOATb CBOI i4EHTUYHICTD B LibOMY
pyci. ABo, mabyTb Kpalle, konm nboB 4o Hauil
ctana 6orom, BOHa cTtana 4eMOHOM [BigromiH

"I have done no harm to anyone and | will not
run away from anyone. Christ did not run
away" (St. Vasyl’, placing himself in the
Heavenly Father’s Hands)

Few subjects are as divisive of Orthodox
Christians as the place of nationalism in the
Church. Pondering this, | recall a comment on
nationalism by publicist Roman Olynyk at a
course at he taught McGill University in the mid-
1970’s. He said, as | recall it: “Nationalism is
based on love”. This thought has been an
inspiration to me (as has the song by The Who
“Love, Reign O’er Me”).

Alas love has not always been the guide
or ruler in the lives of fallen human beings (all of
us) who find their identity in this movement. Or,
perhaps better, when love of nation became a
god, it became a demon (an echo of C. S. Lewis’
observation in his work The Four Loves). On
May 4 (which is April 21 on the Julian Calendar)
we commemorate a dedicated (ethnic Ukrainian)
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cnoctepexeHHs K. C. Jlbroica y roro npaui, The
Four Loves, («4otmpu nobosi»)]. Ha 4-ro
TpaBHS (Le — 21-ro KBiTHA 3a toSliaHCbKUM
KaneHgapem) Mun CBATKYEMO BiggaHoro
(eTHIYHOro yKpaiHLusl) NpaBOCIaBHOMO
Ce4LLeHrKa, KN CITYXXUB He Tinbkn B MNonbLui,
ane n Ha Anscui, B lNeHcinbBaHii, KOHHEKTUKYT,
Hbto-Wopky - i B Kanagi. BiH 6yB HamiueHwWii ans
BOMBCTBA, pa3omM 3i cBoiM MuTpononuTom,
pOCiMCbKMM HauioHanictoM y 1923-my p. a, B
KiHUi XXNTTA BigaaHoro cnyxiHHa Llepksi,
NPUNHAB MyYEHNLbKY CMEPTb Bifd MOMbCbKNX
HauioHanicTiB (xo4ya gesiki gxeperna KaxyTb, WO
KomyHictun) B 1945-my p. Lle - HoBui
CesweHHoMy4YeHnK Bacune MapTtuww
(mnonbcbkoto MoBoto Bazyli Martysz)
TepaTUHCLKUA.

Ce. Bacunb Hapoawnscsa 20-ro noToro
1874-ro p. B TOMY X ceni, B IKOMY BiH 3acBiguuB
npo Xpucta, NpuriHaABLLM BiHeLb MyyeHuka 71
pokiB notomy, B TepaTuHi Ha [pybewwiBLMHI Ha
niBaeHHoMy cxopi MonbLwi. Moro 6aTtbko 6yB
cynaeto, akuin ctaB napadisinbHUM
CBsLLeHMKOM Micnsi CBOro BUXOAY Ha NeHcito. Y
Biui 10 niT Bacunbko BiaBiaas Huto-Mopk 3i
cBOIM BaTbkoM. Bi3uT cniBnae 3 Bi3uTauieto B
ToMy MicTi €nuckona Bonogummpa
(CokonoBcbKkoro-ABTOHOMOBA), YPOLKEHUSA
MonTaBcbkoi obnacTi B YKpaiHi, SKui B TOM Yac
6yB nomiyHnkom CB. Mukonas KacatkiHa y 1oro
Micii B AnoHii, i He3abapom cTaB €nNncKkonom
pocincbkol €napxii ANeyTCbKUX OCTPOBIB i
Ansackn. Bnaguka 6yB BpaeHUn, npekpacHnM
cniBOM Xron4uka i NpopiK, Lo BiH CTaHe
CesaweHnkoM i cnyxmtme B [NiBHIYHIN Amepuli.

Woro crnosa cnpasunu rinboke
BpakeHHsA Ha Bacunbka. BiH BuB4aB borocnos's
B ceMiHapii B Xonwmi [[NepBoiepapx YKkpaiHCbKOT
MpasocnasHoi Llepkeu B Kanagi, Mutpononut
InapioH, 6yB €nunckonom uiei €napxii 3 1940-ro
no 1945-ro pp.]. Pektopom 6yB ManbyTHiIn
€nuckon AneyTcbknx oCcTpoBiB i [MiBHIYHOI
Amepuiku, a notim i MNatpiapx Mockoscbkun, CB.
TuxoH (Benasin). (Enuckon Bonognmup tex
paHiwe B6yB iHCMEKTOpPOM cemiHapii B Xonmi).
Hesabapowm nicns 3akiH4eHHst Bacunb
oapyxuscsa 3 Onbroto Hosikosoto, a 10-ro
rpyaHs 1900-ro p. 6yB BUCBAYEHWI B CaH
CesweHuka i Hesabapom BignnMB 0o AMEpPUKM
CNYXUTK Ha Anscui nig KepiBHULTBOM

Orthodox Priest who served parishes not only in
Poland but also in Alaska, Pennsylvania,
Connecticut, New York — and Canada. He was
marked for assassination, together with his
Metropolitan, by a Russian nationalist in 1923
and, at the end of a life of dedicated service to
the Church, was martyred by Polish nationalists
(although some sources say Communists) in
1945. It is the New Hieromartyr Vasyl’ (in Polish
Bazyli) Martysz of Teratyn.

St. Vasyl’ was born on February 20,
1874, in the same village in which he was to
bear witness to Christ by his Martyr’s crown 71
years later, Teratyn in Hrubieszow (Hrubeshiv in
Ukrainian) County in southeastern Poland. His
father was a judge who became a Parish Priest
after his retirement. At 10 years of age Vasyl'’ko
visited New York with his father. The visit
coincided with a visitation in the city by Bishop
Volodymyr (Sokolovsky-Avtonomov), a native of
the Poltava region of Ukraine, at that time
assistant to St. Nicholas Kasatkin in his mission
in Japan, and shortly to become Bishop of the
Russian Diocese of the Aleutian Islands and
Alaska. Vladyka noted the lad’s beautiful singing
and prophesied that he would be a Priest and
serve in North America.

His words made a deep impression on
Vasyl'ko. He studied theology at the seminary in
Chelm (in Ukrainian, Kholm, - Metropolitan
llarion (Ohiyenko), Primate of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Canada, was Bishop of this
Diocese from 1940 to 1945). The Rector was
future Bishop of the Aleutian Islands and North
America, and later Patriarch of Moscow, St.
Tikhon (Belavin). (Bishop Volodymyr, too, had
been inspector of the Seminary in Kholm). Soon
after his graduation Vasyl’ married Olga
Novikova, on December 10, 1900, was ordained
a Priest and soon sailed off to America to
minister in Alaska under the direction of the
newly-appointed Bishop, St. Tikhon.

Two daughters, Vera and Ksenia
(actress and Polish opera star known as Xenia
Grey), were born in Alaska before the family
moved to Pennsylvania, then to Connecticut and
then New York. A son, also named Vasyl’, and a
daughter, Helen, were born. (Vasyl’ Jr. fought as
a captain in the Polish army when the Nazis




HelloOaBHO NpuaHaveHoro €nmnckonom, Ce.
TwuxoHa.

[gi goukn, Bipa i KceHia (aktpuca i sipka
NoNbCbKOI onepu Bigoma, sik KceHisi I"pe17|),
Hapogunucsa Ha Anscui nepeg nepeisagom cim'i B
MNMeHcinbBaHiIto, NOTIM B KOHHEKTUKYT, a NOoTiM Y
Hbto-Mopk. Hapoamecs cuH, SKoro Tex Hassanu
Bacunewm, i godka, OneHa. (Bacune monogwmnin
©OopoBCs B SIKOCTi KaniTaHa NosbCbKoi apmii,
KONnn HaLMCTK BTOPrnmcs 3 3axogy, a notim 6ys
iHTepHoBaHun B CPCP, konn 3axonunu 1#oro
nicnsi Toro, 9k BToprnuca B lNonbLuy 3i cxoay.
MoTim BiH BOHOBaB B apMii ieMTeHaHTa-
nonkoesHuka Bnagucnasa AHgepca, i
nocenuecsa y KaHagi nicns BinHKW, 4O CBOro
BMOKO€EHHSA B 'ocnogi B TopoHTo B 1979-Mmy p.).
O. Bacunb 6yB npusHadeHui B EQMOHTOH i
BocTtok B AnbbepTi i cTae [JekaHom AnbbepTtun
Ta MaHiTobu. Ta ciMm'a nparHyna cBoei
OaTbKiBLLMHWY, i nicns Mamke 12-0X pokiB
cnyx6wu B liBHiYHIN AMepuLi, BOHK
nosepHynuca o MonbLwi. MNeplwa ceiToBa BiHa
3mycuna MapTuwis wykaTn npuTynky B Mocksi,
B MoHacTupi CB. AHOpPOHIKa nig 3aXMCcTOM CBOro
cTaporo gpyra, €nuckon Bonogumumpa. 3
nepemoroto 6inbLoBKKiB 0. Bacunb 3HanwoB
pobOoTYy pO3BaHTaXXyBaTW BaroHW, nig ixHim
HEMNPUXMUIbHUM OKOM.

Y 1919-my p. poauHa morna
nosepHyTucsa o Monbuwi. O. Bacunb
He3abapoM NonNpocunn opraxisysaTn
npasocnaBHux KanenaHis y Nonbcbkin apmil.
BiH oTpmas LepkoBHy Haropogy NpoToiepes i
BiICLKOBY Haropoay nosikosHuka. CryxwuB BiH
OyB BipHO Ha Ui nocagi 25 pokie. Takox
ponomaras BiH MuTpononutosi Bapluascbkomy,
HOpito (ApoLueBcbkomy), B MOr0 3yCcunnsax, ayxe
BGakaHNX NONbCbKNM ypsSaoM, Buaanutu Liepkey
Monbuwi 3-nig topmncamkuii MoCcKoBCbLKOro
MaTpiapxaTy, sk LiepkBy aBTOoKedansHy.
MuTpononuTa 3actpinus 8-ro notoro 1923-ro
p., POCINCLKMNIA HaUioHanicT, ApXxnmaHapuT
Cwmaparg (JlaTuweHko), Skun, MabyTb, Takox
MaB 0cobuCTy Henpusa3Hb 4o Heoro. O.
Cwmaparga 3atpumanu paHile, Hix BiH Mir
aobpaTtncs 4o CBOET YeproBoi XepTau, 0.
Bacuns.

Micna opraHisauii gepxaBHuX NMOXOPOHIB
ana Mutpononuta HOpis, nig 0XopoHO noniii,

invaded from the west and then was interned by
the Soviets who captured him after they invaded
Poland from the east. He then fought in the army
of Lieutenant Wladyslaw Anders, and found a
home in Canada after the war until his falling
asleep in Toronto in 1979). Fr. Vasyl’ was
assigned to Edmonton and then Vostok in
Alberta and became Dean of Alberta and
Manitoba. However, the family longed for their
homeland, and after nearly 12 years of service in
North America, they moved back to Poland. The
outbreak of the First World War forced the
Martyszes to seek refuge in Moscow at the St.
Andronicus Monastery under the protection of
their old friend, Bishop Volodymyr. With the
victory of the Bolsheviks Fr. Vasyl’ found work
unloading boxcars under their hostile
surveillance.

In 1919 the family could move back to
Poland. Fr. Vasyl’ was soon asked to organize
an Orthodox Chaplaincy in the Polish army. He
was given the Church award of Archpriest and
the military award of Colonel. He served
faithfully at this post for 25 years. He also
assisted Metropolitan of Warsaw, George
(Jaroszewski), in his efforts, much desired by the
Polish government, to remove the Church of
Poland from under the jurisdiction of the
Patriarchate of Moscow as an autocephalous
Church. The Metropolitan was shot on February
8, 1923, by Archimandrite Smaragd
(Latyszenko), a Russian nationalist who,
apparently, also had a personal grudge against
him. Fr. Smaragd was arrested before he could
get to his next target, Fr. Vasyl'.

After organizing a state funeral for
Metropolitan George, under police protection, Fr.
Vasyl' continued his work with the new Primate
(an ethnic Russian), Metropolitan Dionisius
(Waledinski). On November 13, 1924, Patriarch
of Constantinople, Gregory VIl (Zervoudakis), 4
days before falling asleep in the Lord, issued a
Tomos, signed by the members of the Holy
Synod, granting autocephaly to the Church of
Poland, formerly part of the Kyivan Metropolia,
proclaiming that the transfer of ecclesiastical
authority to Moscow in 1685, had been
uncanonical and that, further, the conditions of
that transfer had not been followed. (In keeping
with this Tomos, in May of 1942, Metropolitan




0. Bacunb npogosxxyBaB CBOIO NpaLto 3 HOBUM
lMepBoiepapxom (ETHIYHUM POCISHUHOM)
MuTpononutom [ioHiciem (BaneanHcekmum). Ha
13-ro nuctonaga 1924-ro p., MNMatpiapx
KoHcTaHTMHONoNbCbkuin Mpuropin VII
(3epBypakic), 4 oHi nepeq TUM, AK 3aCHYB Y
["locnoai, BnoaB Tomoc, nignMcaHnn YyneHamu
CesaweHHoro CuHogy, Hagaroum astokedpanito
Llepksi MonbLyi, sika paHiwe Bxoguna oo cknagy
KuiBcbkoi Mutpononii, nporonocmeLLK, LLO
nepegava ii LepkoBHin Bnagi B Mocksi B 1685-
MY p., BYB HEKAHOHIYHOO a, KpiM TOro, yMOBM
nepegadi He 6yna gotpumani. (BignosigHo Ao
uboro Tomoca, B TpaBHi 1942-ro p. Mutpononut
JioHicin 6narocnoBmB cBAYEHHS OinblLue
ABaHaguatn €nuckonis B Cobopi CB. AHApis y
Kuesi ans YkpaiHcbkoi ABTokedansHOT
MpaBocnaeHoi Llepkeu - BigppomkeHHss CPCP
Npu3BIB A0 IX BTEYi i TUM Xe 3MiLHEHHS
YkpaiHcbknx LlepkoB Ha 3axoai B nigrotosLi
BipOIO O YEepProBOro BiAHOBEHHS Nicnsa NOro
nagiHHs1).

O. Bacunb 6paB akTUBHY y4acTb B
CNYXiHHI BOIHaM YkpaiHcbkoi HapoaHot
Pecny6niku, aki 6ynu nepenwnu o MNMonbLwi
nicns nopasku Big BiNbLIOBUKIB | ByrM noceneHi
B Tabopwu ana iHTepHoBaHux. Ha 8-ro nunHs
1921-ro p., BiH Bigcnyxwus J1iTyprito ykpaiHCbKO
MoBoto aAng 6inbw Hixk 5000 iHTEpHOBaHKX, a
TaKOX YKPaiHCbKOK MOBOK BUIOSIOCUB
nponosigb. BiH i opraHidyBas nigrotosky
CaaweHnKiB 4ns cnyxiHHA M. Ha 25-pivug
pykonosioxxeHHsi 0. Bacunb 6yB HaropompkeHuin
opaeHom «Polonia Restituta» («BigHoBneHa
Monbwax) 3a cnyx6y ans MNonbLwi ocobnueo

O. Bacurnb BMILOB 3 OisfbHOT CNyx0u B
1936 poui y BiLi 62 pokiB, 3 HAMIPOM BUXUTU
peLuTa CBOIX POKIB Y CBOEMY pPiAHOMY cerni
TepatuHi. BiH nobyaysas 6yanHOK Ans CBOET
OBAOBINOI MaTepi i Telwli, a iHWKWK aAns cBOEl
poauHu. Lle MmpHa XuTTs TpuBano HegoBro.
HauwncTtu BToprnucs B MNonbLuy y BepecHi 1939-
ro p., i XXNTK CTano BaXxko n HebeaneyHo. Woro
mMonoawa godka OneHa, nepeixana, pa3om 3
YONOBIKOM i JOYKOLO, 06 JonoMOorTh 6aTbKOBI
nicns Toro, sk ix 6abyci 1 maTip 3acHynu B
Mocnogi.

Hansaxu4e BunpobyBaHHs 6yno

Dionisius blessed the ordination of more than a
dozen Bishops in St. Andrew’s Sobor in Kyiv for
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church —
the resurgence of the USSR led to their flight to
strengthen the Ukrainian Churches of the West
to prepare, by faith, for another renewal after its
fall).

Fr. Vasyl’ was active in ministering to the
soldiers of the Ukrainian National Republic, who
crossed over into Poland after their defeat by the
Bolsheviks and were placed in internment
camps. On July 8, 1921, he celebrated Liturgy in
Ukrainian for over 5000 internees and also
delivered a sermon in Ukrainian. He organized
training for Chaplains to minister to them. On the
25™ anniversary of his ordination Fr. Vasyl’ was
awarded the Order of Polonia Restituta for his
service to Poland especially with regard to the
autocephaly of its Orthodox Church.

Fr. Vasyl’ retired from active service in
1936 at the age of 62, planning to live out the
remainder of his years in his home village of
Teratyn. He built a home for his widowed mother
and mother-in-law and another for his family.
This peaceful life did not last long. The Nazis
invaded Poland in September 1939 and life
became hard and dangerous. His youngest
daughter, Helen, moved in, together with her
husband and daughter, to help her father after
their grandmothers and mother fell asleep in the
Lord.

The hardest trial was to come. On Holy
Friday, May 4, 1945, Fr. Vasyl’s home was
invaded. He had been warned by an
acquaintance but said: “'l have done no harm to
anyone and | will not run away from anyone.
Christ did not run away." The invaders, likely
motivated more by greed for valuables, than by
nationalist (or Communist) ideals, had no
respect for his rank or vocation. They tortured
Fr. Vasyl’ for four hours before sealing his
Martyrdom with a bullet. They were about to do
the same to Helen but relented when she knelt
to pray before the Icon of Christ.

Fr. John Lewczuk officiated at the
Martyr’s funeral in Chelm on Holy Saturday (no
funerals could be held in Bright Week) and
interment took place in Teratyn. In October of
1963 Fr. Vasyl’s earthly remains were re-interred




nonepedy. Y Benuky MN'atHuuto, 4-ro TpaBHs
1945-ro p., BTOPrAuKcs y Aim o. Bacuns. Moro
nonepeguna sHaroma Ta BiH ckasaB: «5 Hikomy
»KOAHOro 3na He BYMHUB, i Bif, HIKOro He
TikaTumy. XpucToc He BTikas.» 3arapbHuikis,
MMOBIpPHO, BiNbLL MOTVMBOBAHI »Karok LIiIHHOCTEN,
Hi>K HaLioHanicTM4HUMK (260 KOMYHICTUHHUMMN)
ijeanamu, He NOBaXKaB Hi MO0 YMHY Hi CaHy.
BoHu kaTyBanu o. Bacunsa BnpoaoBx 4-0x
roovH nepepq 3anedataHHam noro MydeHuuTea
Kyrneto. BoHn 3bupanucs 3pobutn Te X came 3
OneHoto, ane NoOM’sKNn, KOfmn BOHa onycTuniacsa
Ha KoniHa, Wwob noMonuTncs nepes ikoHoH
Xpucra.

O. IeaH Jler4vyk ovonme NNoxopoHu
CasieHHOMy4YeHurka B Xonmy y Benuky Cy6oty
(He moxHa lMNoxopoHu cnyxutn B CBiTNy
ceagMumLI0) a NoXoBaHHSA Bigdynocs B TepaTtuHi.
B »oBTHi 1963-ro p. 0. Bacuns 3emMHi ocTaHku
6ynv NOBTOPHO MOXOBaHi Ha NpaBOCMaBHOMY
KnagosuLli Ha Boni B Bapliasi, nopsag 3 TMMK X
MNOro OPYXUHMU i Tewi (TaM XXe NoXoBaHi 1
OCTaHKM BeTepaHiB apMii YKpaiHcbkol HapogHoi
Pecny6niku). Y 2003-my p. noro Ceati Mowui
Ooynu nepeHeceHi oo Llepkeu IBaHa JlicTBu4HMKa
NnopyM i3 UBUHTapeM, a 7-8-ro YepBHS TOro X
POKy BiH ByB npuyncneHmn 0o nuky Ceatunx y
Xonmi pasom 3 iHLWMMN MyYeHUKamu
Xonmcekumun i lNignacekumn. NpasocnasHi
congatu nonbCcbKol apmii waHyoTe Ce. Bacuns
sk ceoro Aokposutens. (CtatTio npo CBATOro
HanucaHy ApocnaBoM XapKeBu4eM MOXHa

3HaNTW OCb TYT).

Hoguii CesiienHOMY4YeHHK Bacuib
€JTHAETHCS 3 «XMapOKO CBIIKIBY (€BpeiB 12:1), y
3aCTYICTBI 32 HAC 1 3aKJIMKY BHECTHU i CBil BKIaJ B
MonauTBu ¥ palio Ha OBHE MPOSBICHHS MUPHOTO
Hapctea Orist, Cuna i Cestoro Jlyxa, sike yBIB y
ueit cit CeoiM Brinennsm ['ocnoas, bor i Crac
Ham Icyc Xpucroc.

in the Orthodox cemetery in the Wola district of
Warsaw, next to those of his wife and mother-in-
law (the remains of veterans of the army of the
Ukrainian National Republic are interred there as
well). In 2003 his holy Relics were brought into
the Church of St. John Climacus beside the
cemetery and on June 7-8 of that year he was
canonized in Chelm together with other Martyrs
of Chelm and Podlasie. Orthodox soldiers of the
Polish army honour St. Vasyl’ as their patron.
(An article on the Saint by Jaroslaw Charkiewicz
may be found here).

New Hieromartyr Vasyl’ joins with the
“cloud of Witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1) to intercede for
and urge us to do our part in praying and working for
the full manifestation of the peaceful Kingdom of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, ushered into this world
by the Incarnation of our Lord, God and Saviour
Jesus Christ.
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