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~Benukuin Bor XpuctusH!”

Yn ue moxnmee, wob 3ni noam ctaBanm
nobpumn? Bignosiab, Ky MPUHIC HaLWil
nnaHeTi N'ocnoab Icyc Xpucroc — piwyde
»TaK!” Taky nepeMiHy MOXHa OCArHyTU
yepes NokKasiHHS, To6TO HaBEPHEHHS BiA
3na po nobpa. Lle - cnpasa Bnbopy. Bubip
MycuTb 6yTW NOCNifOBHUIA | Moro Tpeba
NOCTiiHO NoBTOptoBaTh, 60 X
BMNpO60OBYBaHHSA 3aBXAW MAaTUMYTb Micue
B LbOMY XMUTTi B LIbOMY CBITi.

Ha 1-ro CiuyHs 3a rpuropissHCbKuUM
kaneHgapem (ue - 19-ro rpyaHsa 3a
HONISHCBKMM KaneHdapeM), Tob6To Ha
rpoMmagsiHcbknii Hosuin Pik, LlepkBa
CBATKYE Nam’atb MyueHunka boHidaTia, wo
noctpaxgaas y p. 290 (gesiki gxepena
nogatoTb 307) y MmicTi, Ae Hapoaueca Cs.
An. Masno, To6T10 Yy M. Tapci y Kinikii (ue
MicTO Y TypeuuuHi gani HoCUTb Te came
im’a). Came iMm’a BoHidaTia noxoanTb Big
ATl TBOpeHHsa fobpux gin — Ha naTuHi
“bonum facere”. BiH 6yB pabom b6araroi

“Great is the God of the Christians”

Is it possible for evil people to become
good? The answer brought to our planet
by Our Lord, Jesus Christ is a decisive:
Yes! Such a transformation may be
achieved by repentance - metanoia -
the act of turning back from evil towards
good. It is a matter of choosing. The
choice must be consistent and
continually repeated, for it will be
challenged over and over during our life
in this world.

On January 1 (December 19 - Julian
Calendar), the civic New Year according
to the Gregorian Calendar, the Church
celebrates the memory of the Martyr
Boniface, who suffered in 290 (some
sources say 307), in the city where the
Apostle Paul was born, Tarsus, in Cilicia
(this city in Turkey still bears that
name). His very name derives from the
action of doing good works - in Latin
“bonum facere”. He was a slave to a
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FOHOI NOMYNAPHOI XiHKU B PUMi, dKa
Ha3uBanaca Arnaiga um Arnas. Sk
3BMYanHo 6yBanio B CyCninbCTBi
A3NYHUKIB, IXHE XMTTS BKIOYANo 6ynHi
6eHKeTHn, Ha aKux nunamn 6arato BUHa i
3abaBnsanNmMcsa HENPUCTOMHNMU AinamMu, K
4yacoM, Ha anb, 6yBE i B cy4acHuUx
MPUNHATTAX Yy pPi3aAB’AHOMY Ce30Hi. Ta
BoHidaTit TakoX Hamaraecs gornomaraTtu
noTpebyounM i HaBiTb WYyKaB TaKMx No
BYNIMUAX MicTa.

OaHoro gHea Arnaiga BUC/I0BUAU
HEeBAOBOJIEHHS CNOCOBOM XUTTS, AKOro
npoeoAmna BOHa 3i cBoiM paboM i nocnana
Moro Ha cxiag, wob npuHic CeaTi Mouwwi Bia
Myu4eHuKiB, AKi Tepniau 3a CBO Bipy B
XpucTta, 60 x BoHa 6yna noyyna, wo
MPUCYTHICTb Takux Mowen y gomi mana 6
MaTW Ay>Xe NO3UTUBHUIM BMNJIMB HA XUTTSA
Moro MewkaHuiB. BoHidaTin BUpyWwmnB y
aopory, o6iusitoun, Wo BiH NpMHece Taki
Mouli, SKLWOo 3MOXe X 3HauTK, Ta AoAaB:
»A WO SKObN MOE BNacHe TiNno, K
MydeHuka, npuHecnu 6 Bam?” Arnaipa
BiAnoBina, WO Npo TakKi cnpasu He cnig
NlerkoBa>kHo roBopuTH.

BoHidaTii noixas 4o M. Tapca i
OCTaBUBLLUW CBOI KOHI Nig onikoto cnyr, BiH
nogascs Ao ABopy rybepHatopa Cimnnikis.
Tam BiH nobaumB Ha SABY psg XpUCTUSH,
AKUX MYYUIN JapeMHO HaMarakumcb
3MYCUTWU iX BiApeKTUCs Bipu B XpucTa.
TixHs BigBara Ta AyxoBHa cuna rnmboke
BpaxiHHA Ha BoHidarTig, i BiH iX NpuBiTas
cnosamu: ,Benukuinn bor Xpuctuan!”
NybepHaTtopa obpa3unnm Taki cnosa i BiH
cepamnTo 3anuTtaB boHidaTia, XTo BiH
Takuii. boHidaTin Bignosie: ,A -
XpuctmnsaHun!” Toai noMy cTanu 3asgasaTu
TaKi X caMi CTpallHi MyKu,a BiH iX
BiABaXXHO MepeHOCnB, Kan4vyumn Im’'s
XpucToBe Ha MoMiy i Npoxaryn iHWNX
My4deHUKiB MONNTUCS 3a Hboro. Hapopaosi,
wo 6aunnum TopTypm, siKi xopobpo
nepeHocunn MydyeHukun, Habpuana Taka
YKOPCTOKICTb i 1I0AM NoYanu BUKIMKATKU
Tak, Ak boHundaTin: "Bennkun bor
Xpuctuau!”

Cimnnikin Toai 3ynnHuB BMAOBULLE, ane Ha

wealthy young socialite in Rome name
Aglaida (some sources say “Aglae”). As
was common in pagan society at the
time, their lives included riotous parties.
The wine flowed freely and there was
debauchery and- perhaps not unlike
some of the “Christmas parties” that are
held in our day, But Boniface also
sought to be helpful to people in need,
even going out into the streets to find
such.

One day Aglaida expressed her
unhappiness with the sort of life she had
been leading together with her slave and
sent him east to bring back some relics
of the martyrs suffering for their faith in
Christ, since she had heard that the
presence of such in a home would have
a most beneficial effect. As Boniface set
out he promised to bring back such
relics, if he could find any, but added:
“What if my own body should be brought
back to you as that of a Martyr?” Aglaida
reproved him for speaking lightly of such
a matter.

He traveled to Tarsus, and leaving his
horses in the charge of his servants, he
went to the court of the governor,
Simplicius. There he actually saw a
number of Christians being tortured in
the vain effort to get them to renounce
their faith in Christ. Boniface was
impressed by their courage and fortitude
and saluted them with the words: “Great
is the God of the Christians”. The
governor took these words as an insult
and angrily asked who he was. Boniface
replied: "I am a Christian” and was
immediately subjected to the same sort
of horrible tortures which he endured
bravely, calling upon the Name of Christ
and asking the other martyrs to pray for
him. The crowd, watching the torments
so bravely borne by the martyrs,
sickened of the cruelty and began to
take up Boniface’s cry: “Great is the God
of the Christians”.

Simplicius put a halt to the spectacle,
but the next day he ordered that




HaCTYNHWI AeHb Haka3aB boHidarTito
BiACIKTK ronosy. lOHak, Hacnigywouun
XpwucTa, nepen CBOEK CMepPTIO NOMOSINBCS
O NpOLUEHHSA KaTiB

Cnyru, aKi yekanm Ha NoBepHEeHHs CBOro
CNiBNOAOPOXHbLOr0 NoYyau Npo Te, Wo
6yB CTpayeHuUt SKMNCb MONOAMM YONOBIK 3
PuMy. BoHn 6ynun ayxe 3acKo4eHi
posigatucs, wo ue 6ys cam boHidarTin.
BoHun 3annatunun rybepHaTopoBi XaaaHy
HUM cyMy, 3abpanu Tino My4yeHuka Ta 3i
CMYTKOM roBepHynucsa oo Pumy. Ane us
BiCTKa nonepegwuna ix i Arnaiga smnwna im
Ha3ycTpiy 3i CBAWeEHMKaMmn, Wob 3 yecTio
Ta NoBOXHICTIO NOXOPOHUTU 3EMHE TiNO
BoHidaTia. BoHa i nobyaysana Kannuuto
Hag roro rpobom i npoBena pewTy CBOro
XWUTTA B MonuTBi Ta caMoTi. A nicna i
YNOKOEHHS ii Tiio noxoBanu 6am3bko CB.
BoHidaris.

Mouwui noro 3Hanwnm B p. 1603 i 3apas3
BOHW 3HaxoAATbCA Nif rOI0BHUM
Mpectonom Llepkeu CeBB. Anekcisa Ta
BoHidaTisa Ha ropi ABeHTIHCbKIl, OA4HIN 3
CiMOX, Ha aKknx nobyaysaHe MICTO PuMm.
3BepTaloTbCs A0 HbOro O NOMiY y Heays3i
a/ibKorosnismy.

Un Ha piweHHsa boHidaTis i Arnaian
WyKaTtu i NpURHATK Cobi XUTTS NpaseaHe
Manu SKNICb BNAMB Hanonernmsi
CTapaHHSA oHakKa YmMHKUTKM aobpi aina
NMOMMMO TOrO, WO Hah HMM NaHyBanu
rPiXoBHi NMpUCTPacTi? XXUTTS NOKassHHS —
Le BigMOBa MigaaTncs rpixy, npu YoMy He
3anepeyytoum a HaBnaky NpuU3HaK4vuncChb y
NPUCYTHOCTI rpixa y cobi, i piwyye
HaMaraHHs ocsarHyTM gobpoTty B noMucnax
(TaM i nounHaoTbCH BCAKI Aobpi aina), y
cnoeax Ta B ginax. Hacnigynmo n mn nobpi
npuknaan MyyeHukis i CBATUX i TaKnUM
ymMHoM 36inbwynmo B cobi nogoby boxy,
akoro O6pas KOXHWI 3 Hac i HOCUTb Y
cobi.

Boniface should be beheaded. Before his
death, following the example of Christ,
the young man prayed for the
forgiveness of his executioners.

The servants waiting for the return of
their companion heard that a young
man from Rome had been executed.
They were astonished to find that it was
Boniface. They paid the governor the fee
he required to claim the body and
embarked sorrowfully for Rome. The
news preceded their arrival and Aglaida
came out to meet them with priests.
Boniface’s earthly remains were interred
with solemnity and reverence. She built
a chapel over his tomb and spent the
remaining years of her life in prayer and
solitude. After her repose her body was
laid near the relics of St. Boniface.

His relics were discovered in 1603 and
are to be found under the high altar of
the Church of Sts. Alexius and Boniface
on the Aventine Hill, one of the seven
upon which the city of Rome is built. His
intercession is invoked for those
suffering from alcoholism.

Were Boniface’s and Aglaida’s choices to
pursue and embrace righteousness
influenced by the young man’s insistent
doing of good works in spite of his being
held in the grip of addictions? A life of
penitence is the refusal to submit to sin,
while not denying but rather admitting
to its presence in ourselves , and the
decisive pursuit of goodness in thought
(where all good works begin), in words
and in actions. May we follow the good
examples of the Martyrs and Saints and
so move on to achieve the likeness of
God, Whose divine image we all bear.




