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KacnepiBcbka IKOHa BoXKoi
Marepi

Kasperivs’ka Icon of the
Mother of God

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«Papyica, Mpeuncra boxka Matu, micta
Opecu i Bciei 3emni YopHoMoOpCbKOi
NoKpoBo i xopoHutenbKo!” (Akaducr)

Ha 12-ro nunHs (ue — 29-ro 4epBHA 3a
t0NiaHCbKUM KaneHgapem), Ha CBATO
MNepBoBepxoBHUX AnocTonis MeTpa i Magna,
MM cBATKYEMO CBATO KacnepiBCbKoi IKOHM
borkoi MaTepi. IKOHY TaKOXK CBATKYEMO Ha
CsiTny Cepeay Ta Ha CsaTo NoKposu
MpecsaAToi boropoanui 14-ro XoBTHA (e — 1-
ro ¥KOBTHA 33 0/iaHCbKUM KaneHZapem).
BoHa — IKoHa «ymineHia» (HixkHocTi). MaTtn
Mapis nectutb Ceoro CuHa, AKknin y Ceoiin
pyui Tpumae cysiii. CB. IBaH MNpeaTteya i
MyueHuua Cs. TeTAHa cToATb 06a6i4, MabyTb
TOMY, L0 BOHW — MOKPOBUTENI HEBIZOMOTO
nepLIOro BAACHMKaA.

IcTopiA Wiei YyAO0TBOPHOI IKOHM NOYMHAETbLCA
necb y TpaHcinbBaHiiy 16-my BiLi. OanH Cepb
NpU1Hic 1i 3BiATN 4,0 CBOrO HOBOro AOMY Y
XepcoHcbkKilt obnacti. IKoHa nepexoauna 3

“Rejoice, most pure Mother of God,
Protectress and Defender of Odesa and all the
lands of the Black Sea.” (Akathist)

On July 12 (which is June 29 on the Julian
Calendar), on the Feast of the Leaders of the
Apostles Saints Peter and Paul, we celebrate
the Kasperivs’ka Icon of the Mother of God. The
Icon is also commemorated on Bright
Wednesday and on the Feast of the Protecting
Veil of the Theotokos, Svyata Pokrova, on
October 14 (which is October 1 on the Julian
Calendar). It is an Icon of Tenderness. Mother
Mary caresses her Son, Who holds a scroll in His
hand. St. John the Baptist and the Martyr, St.
Tatiana, are on either side, probably because
they are the patrons of the unknown original
owner.

The history of this miracle-working Icon begins
somewhere in Transylvania in the 16th century.
A Serbian brought it from there to his new
home in the Kherson province. The Icon passed
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AO0MY B Aim axK A0Ku B p. 1809 BoHa npubyna
A0 aomy KanitaHa Mukoan Kacneposa i oro
APYXUHM OniaHii, aka 6onina baratbma
ckopboTamun. OaHiei Houi, Konu KOnisiHiA 3a
3BMYAEM MOMAACL Nepes, IKOHO BOHA
nobaunna AmMBO, AKE TBOPUAOCH 3 Heto. IKoHa
cTana caatu. byna 3-tA roanHa nepeg,
paHKom. KOniaHia He morna 3acHyTu nicna
LbOro a paHKom nobaunna, wo IkoHa
BiZHOBM/ACb — Lie Yya0 He pas byBae 3
IKOHAMK Ta LLePKOBHUMM Kyrnoaamu
0c06/1MBO Migyac Be/IMKMUX BUNPODOOBYBaHb.
focnogb TakKMM YnHOM Haragye Ceoim
noaam, Wwo BiH iX He NOKMHYB, Ta WO Le came
B Yaci cTpaxkgaHb My ntoan, byBsae,
BiJHOBNIOEMOCD | HabAMaemock o Moro
Csitnoro Llapcrtsa.

Yyao 3 IKOHOW He MOKHa by10 NpuxoBaTu.
[Lim Kacneposux y ceni Hoso-IBaHOBO, AKOro
CTanu HasmBaTK KacnepiBKoto (a cborogHi
BoHO — Kizomuc), Biasiaysanu noam 3
[OBKOMMLLHIX CTOPIH i Biabynuch geaki
HaA3BMYalHI 3uineHHA. HapewrTi
napagianbHNin CBALWEHWUK, 0. 3e/IeHKEBNMY,
nonpocus Kacneposux nepeHectu IKoHy Ao
MmicueBoi Lilepksu CB. Mukonas. (Lo Llepksa
3pynHyBaau B Yaci Apyroi CBITOBOI BilAHW i Ha
Xanb ii HiKkonu He Bigbyaysanu).
ToprKecTBeHHe NepeHeceHHsA IKoHM
Biabynoca B ciuHi 1844 p.

He pgosro nicaa uboro craau it obHocUTH
XpecHnm xoaom B XepcoHi, Oaeci, Mnkonaesi
Ta iHWWX AOBKOJILWHIX cenax Ta mictax. Taki
npouecii ocobanso Biabysannca B m. Oaeci
niayac KpnmcbKoi BiriHM (1853-1856) - nomix
PocilicbKkoto imnepieto 3 04HIET CTOPOHU Ta
anbaHcom PpaHLuii, BenmkobpuTanii,
KoponiscteBom CapamHii Ta OCMaHCbKOI
imnepii 3 apyroi. Y sepecHi 1854 p. micto
Opecy 06n0mB GNoT anbaHcy. Mpuiiwna
BiCTKa, WO Ha 14/1 koBTHA, came Ha CBATO
Mokposu ByayTb 06CTpintoBaTH MicTo. Jllogm
3ibpanuca y geopi nepeg Cobopom nepep,
IKOHOtO | MOAMAKUCS NPO OXOPOHY. MycTuit
TYMaH NOKPUB Mope i MicTo, i Kopabi
Bianameau. Micto cnacnocs.

from home to home until in 1809 it came to the
home of Captain Nicholas Kasperov and his
wife, Juliana, who was afflicted by many
sorrows. One night in February, 1840, as Juliana
prayed as usual before the Icon she noticed
something marvelous happening to the Icon. It
began to glow. It was 3:00 a.m. Juliana could
not fall asleep after this. The morning light
revealed that the Icon had been renewed —a
miracle often noted with Icons and Church
cupolas, especially during times of great trials.
By it, the Lord reminds His people that He has
not abandoned them, and that it is in times of
suffering that we may be renewed and drawn
closer to his Kingdom of Light.

The miracle of the Icon could not be concealed.
The Kasperov home in the town of Novo-
Ivanovo, which came to be known as Kasperivka
(and today is called Kizomys), was visited by
people from the neighbouring regions and
some amazing healings resulted. This led the
parish priest, Fr. Zelenkevych, to request of the
Kasperovs that the Icon be brought into the
local Church of St. Nicholas. (This Church was
destroyed during the second world war and,
alas, has never been rebuilt). They agreed and
the solemn translation of the Icon took place in
January of 1844,

Soon it came to be carried in procession to
Kherson, Odesa, Mykolayiv and other
neighbouring towns and cities. Such
processions were especially done in the city of
Odesa during the Crimean War (1853-1856)
between the Russian Empire on one side and an
Alliance of France, the United Kingdom, the
Kingdom of Sardinia and the Ottoman Empire
on the other. In September of 1854 the city of
Odesa was besieged by the ships of the
Alliance. The news came that October 14/1, on
the Feast of the Protecting Veil of the Mother
of God (Svyata Pokrova), the city would be
bombarded. The people gathered in front of the
Cathedral where the Icon was placed and
prayed for protection. A heavy fog descended
on the sea and the city and the ships departed.
The city was spared.




MoscTaBs 3BMYaM, WO IKOHa ocTaeTbes B Oaeci
Big CeATta MNokposu go Ceitnoro Yersepra.
Topi HecyTb il 4O XepcoHy | Tam BOHa
npobysace axk Ao Ceata Anoctonis MNetpa
MNasna. A nOTiMm NepeAaeTbcA BOHA A0
MwuKonaeBa, wWob Tam nepebyTn A0 NoYaTKy
YcneHcbkoro Mocty. | B TOM Yac BianpasBnsatoTh
AKadicT nepeg IKOHO WO N'ATHMUI. Takum
YMHOM |KOHY NPUNHAAK, K OXOpOoHLA
3emenb HaBKoJ10 YopHoro Mops, K TaKoX
&NoTY i BINCbKOBO-MNOBITPAHUX CUAN.

TakK AK po3noYyana CBOi Yyaa BignoBigAto Ha
MONUTBM 3aTypb0OBaHOT XKiHKM, TaK IKoHa 1
Aani 61arocnoBUTb OKPeMUX XPUCTHUAH, Ta
OXOPOHAE MicTa Ta 3emni. MoHaxmHA YmHy Cs.
BeHeguKkTa y MoHacTupi CB. IMeHi y m. CenHT
Nio y ®nopugaij, cectpa fiaHa BaHcnei, sika
3axBopisia Ha CMHAPOM XPOHIYHOT BTOMM,
ctana nucatn IkoHu. OgHa 3 HUX —
Kacnepiscbka IKoHa Boxxoi MaTepi. BoHa
BUYMIaca nig onikotwo MNuamna LiimepmaHa,
BM3HAYHOTO aMEPUKAHCbKOTO iKOHOMUCUA,
AKWI Npautoe y cBOin cTyaii, B LLKoni
CeAwLeHHOro muctewTsa im. Cs. IBaHa
JamackuHa y m. dnopeHc y MeHcinbaaHii.

Hexalt monatbca 3a Hac Bnagmunus, Aka
3munnysanaca Hag Onianieto Kacneposoto,
cnacna Opecy i TBOpuna 6esniy uygec, Ta
Anoctonu ii boxkectBeHHoro CuHa, MeTpo i
Masno, Wwob i mn 3Haxoanan cuny B
BMMNPOOOBYBAHHAX Ta CTPAXKAAHHAX, W06 i MK
BiAHOBAANMCA paaicTio focnoaHbO, AKA
nepemarae BCi NepenoHu i yTBepAKYE Hac, AK
rpomagsaH Moro LiapcTsa. AmiHb.

A tradition arose: the Icon would remain in
Odesa from the Feast of Pokrova until Bright
Thursday. It would then go to Kherson to
remain until the Feast of the Apostles Peter and
Paul. Thence it would go Mykolayiv and remain
until the beginning of the Dormition fast.
During this time, each Friday, an Akathist is
celebrated before the Icon. Thus the Icon has
been accepted as the protector of the regions
around the Black Sea as well as of the Navy and
Air Force.

Just as it began to do in answer to a troubled
woman’s prayers, the Icon continues to bless
individual Christians, as well as protecting cities
and lands. A Benedictine nun in the Holy Name
Monastery in St. Leo, Florida, Sister Dianne
Wansley, troubled by chronic fatigue syndrome,
undertook the writing of Icons. One of these
was the Kasperivs'ka Icon of the Mother of God.
She studied under the tutelage of Philip
Zimmerman, a prominent American
Iconographer, who works in his studio, St. John
of Damascus School of Sacred Art in Florence,
Pennsylvania.

May our Lady, who showed compassion to
Juliana Kasperov, saved Odesa and worked
countless miracles, together with her Divine
Son’s Apostles, Peter and Paul, pray for us that
we, too, may find strength in trials and
sufferings, that we too might be renewed by
the joy of the Lord which overcomes all
obstacles and establishes us as citizens of His
kingdom. Amen.




