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IKoHa Boxkoi MarTepi
«Mom’aKWEeHHA 3AnxX
cepaeub» («CemucrpinbHa»)

Icon of the Mother of God
“The Softening of Evil Hearts
(“Of the Seven Arrows”)
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«fKLWOo MmoauLLCA 3a CBOIX BOPOriB nepep,
Helo, iXHi BOPOXKi nOoMuUcau BigxoaaThb,
Aaun micue ana 6nraropogHiworo nouyTTa
munocepga.»

Ha Heginto Bcix CBATUX, AK i Ha [pa3HMK
CrpiTeHHs lNocnoaHboro (2 /15 ntoTtoro) i Ha
nepeaocTaHHin aeHb neped CBATOM YCRiHHA
Boxkoi Matepi (13/26 cepnHs), mu
BLWAHOBYEMO IKOHY boxoi MaTtepi, Wwo mae
ABi Ha3BK «MoM’AKLLIEHHA 311X cepaeLby i
«CemucTpinbHa».

LA IkoHa — oaHa 3 pigKicHMx, B AkKMX Mapis
cToiTb cama. li cepue npokonoTe cimoma
CTPiNlaMM — YOTUPM 3 NiBOT i TPY 3 NPaBOi
CTOPOHU (a B A€AKMX CMCKax byBae
HaBnaku). Le uncno, cim, 03Haya€e NOBHOTY
6onto i cTpaxKaaHHA. xKepeno IKoHn — B
Lepksi 3axoay. KaxKyTb, Wo IKOHY npuHecan 8
Pocito nonbcebKi ikoHonucu,i. Ta 3a Tpaguuieto

“If you pray for your enemies before it, their
hostile thoughts will depart, replaced by the
nobler sentiment of mercy.”

On the Sunday of All Saints, as well as on the
Feast of the Meeting of Christ (February 2/15)
and on the second to last day before the Feast
of the Dormition of the Mother of God (August
13/26) we celebrate an Icon of the Mother of
God with two names: “The Softening of Evil
Hearts” and “Of the Seven Arrows”.

This Icon is one of few in which Mary appears
alone. Her heart is pierced with seven arrows —
four on the left side and three on the right (in
some copies the order is reversed). This
number, seven, signifies the fullness of pain and
suffering. The origins of the Icon are in the
Western Church, and it is thought that it was
brought into Russia by Polish iconographers. In



http://www.uocc.ca/
http://www.uocc.ca/en-ca/faith/articles/frikutash/
mailto:kutash@unicorne.org

Cxoay, AKa BiAMiHHa Big, 3axo4y, Ae WaHyTb
Ceate Cepue Mapii, cepue boropogumui
3aKkpuTe ii WaTtamu.

3BMYaMHO, ocHoBa 6ibniliHa ans IKoHn —
npopoutso CumeoHa boronpuimus (iHWKi
BapiaHT IKOHU i Ha3uBaeTbcAa «lpopouTso
CumeoHoBe»), AKkui 3ycTpiB Nocnoaa, Koam
Moro npuHecan Mapia Ta Mocun y Xpam B
€Epycanumi Ha 40-uit geHb no Moro
HapoaKeHHto. CB. CUMeOH Toai TaK
npomosus 4o boropoauui: «Ocb
npusHayeHui Lie 6araTtbom Ha NagiHHA ¢
yCTaBaHHA B I3paini, i Ha 3HaK cnepeYvaHHs, i
Mey AayLy NPOoLKE camilt e Tobi, Wwob
BIAKPUAMCL AYMKM cepaeub baraTbox!» (Jlyku
2:34-35).

Ocb K 06’ABMAACH LA 4yA0TBOPHA |KOHa.
CenAHuH 3 okonuui micta KagHukoBa
6113bKO MmicTa Bonoram B eBponencobKii
yacTuHi Pocii posro xBopiB. BiH Kynbras i
CTpaKAaB Bif 3arasibHOro ocflabneHHs Tina.
MouyB BiH FOI0C Y CHi, AKMIA MOMY CKa3aB, LLO
BiH yL|i/liE, AKLLO Mige A0 CinbCbKoi Liepkau
Cs. IBaHa borocnoBa 6ina Bonorgm i Tam
BigHalae IkoHy borkoi MaTepi, sika
3HaxXoAMTbCA y A3BiHMU. [BiYi NiWwoB BiH TyAn
Ta MOMy He aaBanu BBiNTM B A3BiHUUI0. Ta
KO/ BiH BTPETE NOBEPHYBCA Aornagadi
LlepKBKM NOXKaniam pily4oro NnpoYaHMHa i
BNYCTUAN MOro B A3BiHMULO. Tam BiH Big, pa3y
3HAWMLIOB Te, 4YOro LWYyKaB. [KoHa nexkana
[ONINMLUDb TaK WO BUMALANA AK 3BMYalHA
OOLWKa i A3BOHApI NO Hei xoannun
nigHiMa4nCcb A0 A3BOHIB. Tenep NOYNCTUAN
BigHalaAeHy IKOHy i BinnpaBuan nepeg, Heto
MonebeHb. YoN0BIK rapsaye NomosiMBCA
nepep Heto i YyAeCcHOo yuinis..

CemuctpinbHa IKoHa 3HOBY CTana LEHTPOM
yBaru B 4aci enigemii xonepwu B micti Bonorgi.
MoHecnu Ti XxpecHMM Xo40M noyepes MICTO i
enigemia synuHunaca. Big toro yacy IkoHa i
CNUCKK Ti (AKi HocAaTb Bnarogatb opuriHany)
CTana axkepenamm 6arato y3gopoBaeHb Ta i
iHWWX YyAa,.

keeping with the Eastern tradition, however,
unlike that of the West which reveres the
Sacred Heart of Mary, the heart of the Mother
of God is discreetly concealed by the folds of
her robes.

The Scriptural foundation for the Icon is, of
course, the prophesy of Simeon the God-bearer
(another version of the Icon is called “Simeon’s
Prophesy”), who greeted our Lord when He was
brought by Mary and Joseph to the Temple in
Jerusalem on the fortieth day after His birth. St.
Simeon said to the Theotokos at that time:
“Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will
be spoken against (yes, a sword will pierce
through your own soul also), that the thoughts
of many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-
35).

This is how this miracle-working lcon was
revealed. A man from the district around the
town of Kadnikov near the city of Vologda in
European Russia, had been ill for many years
and so walked with a limp and suffered from a
general weakness. In a dream he heard a voice
tell him that he would be healed if he went to
the country Church of St . John the Theologian
near Vologda and found the Icon of the Mother
of God in its bell-tower. Twice he went and was
refused entry into the bell-tower. When he
returned for the third time, the people looking
after the Church took pity on the determined
pilgrim and let him into the tower. He
immediately found that for which he sought.
The Icon had been turned face down so that it
appeared to be a simple board and the bell-
ringers would walk on it as they made their way
up to the bells. The Icon was cleaned and a
Moleben’ was celebrated before it. As the man
prayed fervently before it he was miraculously
healed.

The Icon of the Seven Arrows again came to the
attention of the faithful during an epidemic of
cholera in the city of Vologda in 1830. It was
carried in procession through the city and the
epidemic came to a halt. Since then the Icon




IkoHa npubyna go m. YepHirosa B YKpaiHi 29-
ro aunHa 2004 p. MNisHiwe 27-ro BepecHs B8
TOMY poL,i, MOHaxu 3 TONrCbKOro MOHacTupA
B obnacTi Aipocnaens [ge 6yB irymeHom
HosomyueHuk Apxienmckon Cepadpmm
(Camoitnosunu), ypoarkeHeub Mupropoay B
MonTtascbkini ob6nacTi, NpubAM3HO B poKax
1907 po 1918], npuHecnu IKoHy Ao micta
MywkiHo 6ins Mocksu. HactosTenb
KadeapanbHoro Cobopy C.. IBaHa Borocnosa,
0. BikTop, TOAI CKa3aB npeci: «Bci, AKi
NPUXOAATb 3 MOINUTBOIO A0 IKOHM
‘MoM’AKWEHHA 311X cepaeupb’... BiauytoTb
nom’saKWeHHA cepuA. BoHa obnerwye
CTpaXAaHHA aywi i Tina. AKWO moaunwca 3a
CBOIX BOPOriB nepes, Heto, iXHi BOPOXKi
NOMWCAN BigXO4ATb, Aa0Un micue and
61aropogHioro NoOYyTTA MUAOCEPAA.»

LA IkoHa TakoX oAHa 3 «[lnauyumnx».
3ayBaxuau ii c/1b03K B Yaci Katactpodu 3
POCIMCbKMM NigBOAHUM Kopabnem «Kypcbk»
12-ro cepnHAa 2000 p., AK TaKOX B Yaci
3HULLLEHHA TepopucTamn ByanHKis TBiH
Tasep3 y Hio Mopky 11-ro BepecHsa 2001 p.

CKopbHY MaTu Ha IKOHi TeXX MOXKHa yBaXKaTu,
AK CUMBO KOXHOT IOANHU, AKA CTPaXKAAE B
CMYTKY Ta 608X 3 NPUBOAY YCaMITHEHHS,
BTPATU, CEPAEYHOrO *Kanto, NOBAOBIHHA YK
6araTbox pisHMX 6i4, AKIi MOXKYTb HAcC CNiTKATU
Y LibOMYy 3eMHOMY }KUTTi. YtobneHoro CuHa
Mapii — Hemae Ha [i pykax. BiH nomupae abo
nomep Ha XpecTi, AK HEBUHHA »KepTBa
NIOACLKOI Ta AEMOHCBKOT *KOPCTOKOCTI. BoHa
— cama. Ta ui ABepi CMYTKY NpMBOAATL A0
pagocri, 60 X Hacnpasai BoHa — He cama!
CmepTb ii CuHa byna Tieto 36poeto, AKoto BiH
nepemir cmepTtb gnAa Hei i gna scooro
noacrea. Camuii Tom 6inb Ta CMYTOK, AKKX
BOHa NepeknBac — i MM TaKOX —€AHatoTh i i3
Moro Ctpactamu. A Moro CTpacti npusoaaThb
0,0 BOCKpPECiHHA | nepeTBOpPEHHA.

Hawa goba, B sikin Tak 6arato HEHaBUCTI,
MCTMBOCTI, }KOPCTOKOCTIi Ta 3aranbHoI
HenoBarun A0 LiHHOCTI KOXKHOMO XUTTA —
NIOACHKOro Ta iHLWOro - MOXe Hac NpMBecTn

and copies of it (which bear the grace of the
original) have been the source of many healings
and other miracles.

The Icon came to the city of Chernihiv in
Ukraine on July 29, 2004. Later, on September
27 of that year, monks from the Tolga
Monastery of the oblast of Yaroslavl’ [where
the New-Martyr Archbishop Serafym
(Samoylovych), born in Myrhorod, Poltava
oblast, Ukraine was Abbot c. 1907-1918]
brought the Icon to the city of Pushkino near
Moscow. Father Victor, Rector of the Cathedral
of St. John the Theologian where the Icon was
placed for veneration, told the press on that
occasion: “All who come with prayers to the
Softening of Evil Hearts icon... will feel a
softening of the heart. Sufferings of the soul
and body are made well. If you pray for your
enemies before it, their hostile thoughts will
depart, replaced by the nobler sentiment of
mercy.”

This Icon is also one of the “Weeping Icons”. It
was seen to weep at the time of the Russian
submarine “Kursk” disaster on August 12, 2000,
as well as at the destruction by terrorists of the
Twin Towers in New York on September 11,
2001.

The Sorrowful Mother in the Icon may be seen
as a symbol of each person who suffers sorrow
and pain as a result of abandonment, loss,
heartbreak, bereavement, despair or any
number of afflictions that come our way in this
earthly life. Mary’s beloved Son is not in her
arms. He is dying or has died upon the Cross, an
innocent victim of human and demonic cruelty.
She is alone. However this gate of sorrows leads
to joy, for in fact she is not alone! The death of
her Son was the very means by which He
overcame death for her and for all humankind.
The very pain and sorrow she experiences —and
we as well — links her to His Passion. And His
Passion leads to Resurrection and
Transformation.

Our times, which are so full of hatred,




nepez, L€ 4yA0B00 YyAOTBOPHOIO IKOHOLO 3
MOJINTBOLO 32 HaLLMX BOPOTiB (AK MM ixX
yBa)Kaemo) i 3a cebe cammx: o6 mu ctaBanu
wopas binbw ceigommumum Llapctea Ceitna,
Jliobosi Ta PapocrTi, sike BXKe nosiBuaocs B
CBIiTi 3 NpMxoAom A0 Hboro f'ocnoaa Haworo,
CuHa Mapii, Icyca, icTuHHOro Yonosika i
IcTMHHOro Bora. Ta wob mmn moram ctaBatu
OBEpPUMa, Yepes sIKi BOHO NPOABAAETLCA TYT
e i Tenep Ke. AMiHb.

vengefulness, cruelty and general disregard for
the preciousness of each life — human and
otherwise - may bring us to this wonderful
miracle-working Icon with prayer for our
enemies (so perceived), as well as for ourselves:
that we might be ever more conscious of the
Kingdom of Light, Love and Joy which has
dawned with the coming to this world of our
Lord, Mary’s Son, Jesus, True Man and True
God. And that we may be gates through which
it manifests here and now. Amen.




