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Oxmupcoka IkoHa boxcor
Mamepi

Icon of the Most Holy
Theotokos of Okhtyrka

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«CsATa IKkoHa 3HaigeHal»

Lto yyaoTBOpPHY IKOHY 3HalWoB y ceni
OxTtupui (cboroaHi ue micto B Cymcbkin obnacti 3
HaceneHHam 6inbw yum 50,000 nropeit) 2-ro
NvnHA (Bignosigae 15-my AMnHA Ha
rpuropiaHcbKomy KaneHngapi) 1739 p., o. JaHuno
BacunboBmy MonsHCbKMIA (4acom oro npissuLLe
noAatoTb AK Bacunbos 3 ornagy Ha moro
oT4yecTBOo). BiH 6yB KOCMB CiHO i Nobauuns y
BMCOKIl TpaBi IKOHY, iKa cAsna HebecHUM
CBiTNI0OM. BiH NOKMHYB KOCY i BNaB nepeg, Heto B
MonwuTsi.

Topai B3naB il 4ogOMY | Tam BOHa npobyna 3
poKu. OaHiei Hodi Momy npucHunaca boxa Matw,
AKa AOpiKana oMy, Lo BiH HE YNCTUTD ii IKOHY.
OTOXK BiH ycTaB, 06Tep nutoKy i nomus ii. CKopo
MOMy 3HOBY MPUCHMBCA COH, B AKOMY BiH 6aumns
cebe, AK BiH ige A0 piukn Bopckno, Wwob suanatm

“The Holy Icon has been found!"

This miracle-working Icon was found in the
village of Okhtyrka (today a city in the Sumy oblast’
of Ukraine with a population of over 50,000) on
July 2 (July 15 on the Gregorian Calendar) , 1739,
by a priest, Fr. Danylo Vasylyovych Polyans’kyy (his
surname is sometimes given as Vasilyov due to his
patronymic), who was cutting hay and noticed an
Icon in the tall grass shining with celestial
brilliance. He dropped the scythe and knelt in
Prayer before it.

Then he took it into his home where it
remained for three years. One night he had a
dream in which he heard the Mother of God
reproaching him for not cleaning her Icon. He got
up, dusted and washed it. Soon he had another
dream in which he saw himself going to the river
Vorskla to pour out the water from the washing of
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BOAM 3 MUTTA IKOHM i 3HOBY iomy MaTtu boxa
Kayke He BUMBATK 1i 60 XK BOHA MOXKe 3L,i110BaTH
nopen.

Mepwa cuinmnaca goyka o. [laHuna Big,
BE/IMKOI rapAYKM. HacTynuau i iHwi yyaecHi
cuineHHs i CBsAWeEHMK BMpiWuB, Wo Tpeba IKoHy
noHecTn Ao Xpamy. 3aMOBMB iKOHONKUCLA
BiAHOBMTW |KOHY i TOM TeXK 3aBBAKMB, LW,0 BOAA
AKOO MUB IKOHY B340pOBMUAA MOro cuHa. Ctanm
6araTo ntoaen NpMxoanuTN MOAUTUCA Nepes,
IKOHOO NPO B340POB/IEHHA BiA Pi3HUX HEAYT i
6yno 6araTo uya,.

OpHak 3Haxo4KeHHA [KOHU NpuHecno n
6arato nepecnigysaHb ana 0. JaHuna i oro
poauHun. Moro apeluTysanu i OCKapXunu, Lo BiH
3/10BXXMBAE MOMKEPTBU, AKI AAPYIOTb MPUXOXKAHU
AnA [KoHW. Buitwno, wo 3amictb Toro, wob ix
BUcMAnath oo KoHcucrtopii binropoacbkoi Enapxii
BiH B’KMBaB iX, W06 BiAHOB/MOBATN N YTPUMYBATU
nepes’aHy LlepkBy, aKoi BiH 6yB Mapoxom. 3HsM
noro 3 poanHoto Big Mapadii, i BiH ckopo aecb
3HMK, a MOABMBCA Yepes NiBTopa POKy B Xpami
nigyac YTpeHi, e Bnas nepeg, IKOHOK 3 rapA4oto
MonuTteoto. Bussunocso o BiH 6yB Biabys
NaJIOMHULTBO A0 EpyCcanmmy, HaLiloUYMCh TiIIbKK
Ha bora 0 nomiy, i TO BXKe B 4OCUTb MOXUIOMY
BiLLi.

AX y p. 1750 1oro octaTouHO 3BiNbHUAYU
Bifl YCiX OCKaprKeHb i HaBiTb NOKANKaNAN MOro
3yCcTpiTMCA 3 iMnepaTpuueto EnncaseTtoro, Ta BiH

Ba*KKO 3aXBOpiB N0 A0OPO3i i BNOKOIBCA B M. TBepi.

Docnian 6ynun BuABMAK, WO IKOHA - AilCHO
Yyya0TBOPHa i Nobyaysanum npekpacHuii Cobop y
yecTb [Mokposu MNpeceAToi boropoanLi Ha micy,i i
3HanaeHHA. ApxiTekTopom 6yB bapTosomeo
PacTpenni — Toi e camuii, WO 3aNpOeKTyBaB
yygoBsuit AHgpiiscbkmin Cobop y Kuesi.

IKOHY BKpaau 8 1905 p. i cayunum
MonebeHb o Matepi booi, Wwob BoHa
Aonomorna BigHaiTh ceoto IKoHy. | niguac
MOJTIHHSA MOYY/IM PAAICHUN OKAMK: «CBATY IKOHY
3HanaeHo!» Po36iliHUKKM ByKn 3HANU OPOTOLLHHY
pu3y ii, a camy |KoHy Byan 3aaAnWIMAK B OAHOMY 3
6yaunHkis 6ina Cobopy.

HoBy, Le KpaLly pusy 3pobunu gnsa IKoHu,

the Icon and again the Mother of God visited him
and told him not to pour it out because it could
heal people.

Fr. Danylo’s daughter was the first to be
healed from malaria. Other healings followed and
the Priest decided that the best place for the Icon
was the Church. An iconographer was
commissioned to restore the Icon and he, too,
found that the water from the washing of it healed
his son of fever. After this many people started to
come and pray before the Icon and many miracles
followed.

However the finding of the Icon also
brought a wave of persecution to Fr. Danylo and
his family. He was arrested and accused of
misappropriating donations given by worshippers.
It turns out that he did not send the money to the
Consistory of the Bilhorod Eparchy but instead
used it to repair and maintain the wooden Church
of which he was the Pastor. He and his family were
removed and he soon disappeared for a year and
half. When he re-appeared in the village it was to
again fall to his knees in Prayer before the Icon at
Matins. He had been on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem,
relying solely upon God for help —and he was quite
elderly at the time.

It was not until 1750 that he was finally
cleared of all accusations and even summoned to
see the Empress Elizabeth. He became gravely ill
along the way and died in the city of Tver. Official
investigations had shown that the Icon was indeed
miracle-working and a splendid Cathedral in
honour of the Protection of the Mother of God
(Svyata Pokrova) was built on the spot where the
Icon had been found. The architect was
Bartolomeo Rastrelli, the same talented man who
designed the lovely St. Andrew Sobor in Kyiv.

The Icon was stolen in 1905 and a Moleben’
was served asking the Mother of God for help in
recovering her Icon. During the prayers a joyous
shout rang out: “The Holy Icon has been found!”. It
turned out that the thieves had removed the
valuable jewel-encrusted covering (“ryza”) of the
Icon and left it behind in one of the buildings near
the Cathedral.




Ta BOHa 3HOBY 3HUKAWN B poKK Pesontou,ii, 1917-
1920, i ii TenepiwHe micue nepebyBaHHs
HeBigome. Cama |KOHa - He3BMYalMHa Ha Hii
BUAHO aoBre BoaoccA Matepi borKoi, a BoHa
3/10’Knna CBOi pykn B MonuTsi, He TMNoBe AnA
NPaBOC/AIAaBHUX IKOH, i AMBUTLCA HA MaNIEHbKe
Po3n’atTa. KaxyTb LLO Lie NOB’A3aHe 3 BUAIHHAM,
AKOro BoOHa mana npo Crpacti XpucTosi Wwe nepea,
ii bnarosiweHHAM Big ApxaHrena Maspuina. Y
UbOMY ¥ CBITi paficTb HEPO3PMBHO 3B’A3aHa 3i
CTPaXKOAHHAM, AKE — KO/ MOro NepeHoCcMmo
TepnesnvMBo, CMMPEHHO Ta 3 BipOlO, OCTAaTOYHO
npMBOAMTD i A0 BiYHOI Nnepemorun pagocTi!

Hexa yepes 3acTynHMuUTBO boXKoi Martepi
3HaN4emMo M MU CUy NepPeHOCUTU BCi TPYAHOLLI B
CBOEMY XKMUTTi | 3HaNAEMO paLicTb CBIAOMOCTI B
TOMY, WO MW Hanexxnmo Tomy, XTo TaK Hac
nonto6mB., WO BCe NepeTepnis pagm Hac. AMiHb

A new even more splendid covering was
ordered but the Icon again disappeared during the
years of the Russian Revolution, 1917-1920, and its
current whereabouts are unknown. The Icon is
unusual for one can see the long hair of the
Mother of God who folds her hands in prayer and
contemplates a crucifix. It is said to be linked with
a vision that Mary had, even before the
Annunciation to her by Archangel Gabriel, of the
Passion of her Son. In this world joy is inextricably
linked with suffering, which, patiently, humbly and
faithfully borne, leads to the eternal victory of joy.

Through the intercessions of the Mother of
God may we all find strength to endure the
hardships of our lives and find the joy of belonging
to the One Who so loved us that He endured all
things for us. Amen.
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