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IKOHH BOXOI MATEPI

Heeunueana Yawa

ICONS OF THE MOTHER OF
GOD

The Inexhaustible Cup

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

"Papgyuncsa, Bnaguuuue, HeBunusaHa Yauwo,
Lo BTaMOBY€E Halwly AYXOBHY cnpary"
(npucnis Akachucta Boxin MaTepi nepep
ikoHow «HeBunuBaHa Yawa»)

"BOHO X He TaK CKNagHO KUHYTWU NnTn",
GinoBonocui cTapuk ckaszaB CBSALLEHUKY, KN
6yB 3ycTpiB NOro B Kopuaopi 6yanHky
npectapinux. "Y MeHe X Hemae uiei npobnemu,
Opate", Bignosis 3gmBoBaHuin Jywnactmp. "Ax,
BW TaK roBopuTE", CKasaB CTapuK Biaxoaa4um n
3anuwatoun CsauleHnka obaymysaTtn noro
cnosa. Hapkomatis giicHo npuxogaThb B
HesnivyeHHuX doopmax, cepes AKUX ankoroniam e
nuwe ogHieto. KoxxHa 3 HUX - CMOKYCruvBa,
KOXXHa NOTYXKHA, KOXXHa 3 HUX BUPOONSAE pi3HOro
CTyNeHs HeHaBUCTI [O camoro cebe, i Taknum
YMHOM - 9K e He AMBHO - Nogae BMXigHe Micue
ONs1 CMUPEHHS, NOKasiHHS, OHOBMNEHHS |

“Rejoice, O Lady, the Inexhaustible Cup that

guenches our spiritual thirst” (Refrain of the

Akathist to the Theotokos before the Icon of
the Inexhaustible Cup)

“It's not so hard to stop drinking,” the
white-haired old man said to the Priest who had
met him in the corridor of a nursing home. “|
don’t have that problem, brother,” replied the
astonished Pastor. “Oh, so you say,” said the old
man as he departed, leaving the Priest to ponder
his words. Addictions do indeed come in a myri-
ad of forms of which alcohol is but one, each
seductive, each debilitating, each producing var-
ious degrees of self-loathing and so — perhaps
surprisingly — providing a starting-place for hu-
mility, repentance, renewal and compassion for
fellow-sufferers.

On May 18 on the Gregorian Calendar
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CNiBYYTTS TOBapWLLIAM Mo HELLaCTHO.

Ha 18-ro TpaBHs 3a [puropiaHCbKUm
KaneHgapeM (Le X 5-ro TpaBH4a 3a KOniaHCbkuM)
MM CBSTKYEMO 4YyOoTBOpPHY IkoHy Boxoi MaTepi,
sika NpUHecna 3uineHHs 6araTbomM 3 MOMEHTY i
BIOKPUTTA (3a geskumu mxepenamun) B 1878-my
poui. Lle - IkoHa Boxoi MaTtepi «HesunnsaHa
(MO LEepPKOBHO-COB AHCHbKOMY
«HeBunueBaemas») Yawa». [koHa cTana gyxe
nonynapHoo y KpaiHax konuwHboro CPCP, y
SAKNX CAPUsIoYa aTei3aMy KynbTypa CeKynapusmy
3anuwunna B cnagok aMmopanbHiCTb |
HEeCTPUMHUIA ankoroniam. BoHa Takox
NMPOMOBIISIE A0 NOSIOHEHMX CMPUSIOYOIO
pensaTuBiaMy KyrnbTypi CEKYNApPU3My 3axigHoro
cBiTy. Ocsb i icTopis.

Betepan O6noru Ceactonons (1854-
55, nig yac Kpumcbkoi BiriHW), MapTuH
KopabnboB (3a pomaHoM npo |KkoHy,
ony6nikoaHoro B 1918-my poui, skoro Hanncas
POCINCBbKUIA eMIrpaHT NUCbMEHHUK |BaH
Ceprinoeuy LLimenboB) 3 €EhpemMoBCLKOro
okpyra B TynbcCbkii 06nacTi (po3TalloBaHin B
LeHTpanbHi YacTuHi €Bponencekoi Pocit - Tt
cronuug, Tyna, € nobpatnmom micta OnbaHi,
cTonuui wraty Hbro-l7lop|< B CLWA), nizoascs
ankoroniamy. Lle 6yno katactpocivHe
diHaHCOBO - BiH NPONYCKaB BCKO CBOIO MEHCIl0
Ha Bunueky. Lle Takox 4oBeno 4o ankorosibHol
HeBponarTii - BiH CTaB NPaKTU4YHO iHBaNigoMm, He
Mir XOOUTW.

Ta bnarogaTb He 3anuwimna 1oro.
MapTuHoBI cHunocs. BiH Tpuyi nobayms yBi CHi
UeHus, akuin ckasas nomy nitn y BeegeHCbKMI
MonacTtup y Cepnyxosi, Ha Bigaani 6nunsbko 90
KinomeTpis, i Bigcnyxuntn MonebeHb nepeq
IkoHOt «HeBunmBaHa Yaway. CnovaTtky
MapTuH 3HexTyBaB Liel COH, TOMY LLIO B HbOro
He Byno rpowen i BiH HaBiTb HE Mir XOOUTH.
[Micna TpeTboi NosBY, BiH BUPILLMB, NMPUHANMHI,
3pobuTn 3ycunns. BiH nonoB3 Ha YeTBepeHbKkax
B CycCigHe ceno, Ae ogHa 6abycs arnsHynacs
Hag, HUM i NPUNHANA Noro B cBin AiM. BoHa
po3Tepnia MoOMy HOMM | MocTaBmna Noro
nonexarun Ha nevi (cninbHa puca 6yanHKiB y
Pocii i B YkpaiHi). MapTuH cTaB BigyyBaTu
Tpoxu cBOi Horu. BiH MiloOB Jo cycigHLOro cena
XOAs4M BXe 3a [JONOMOro ABOX MarvyokK a B
KiHLi KiHUiB Nuwie ogHiel.

(which is May 5 on the Julian) we celebrate a
miraculous Icon of the Mother of God which has
brought healing to many since its discovery (ac-
cording to some sources) in 1878. It is the Icon
of the Mother of God of the Inexhaustible Cup.
The Icon has become very popular in the coun-
tries of the former USSR, whose atheism-
promoting, secularist culture has left a legacy of
amorality - and rampant alcoholism. It also
speaks to relativism-promoting, secularist cul-
tures of the western world. Here is its story.

A veteran of the Siege of Sevastopol
(1854-55, during the Crimean War), Martyn
Korablyov (according to the novel about the
Icon, published in 1918. penned by the émigré
Russian writer, Ivan S. Shmelyov), from Efremov
county in the Tula oblast’ (located in central Eu-
ropean Russia — its capital, Tula, is a twin city of
Albany, the capital of New York State in the
USA), had succumbed to alcoholism. This was
disastrous financially — he spent all his pension
on drink. It also brought about alcoholic neuropa-
thy — he became practically crippled, unable to
walk.

However, Grace had not abandoned him.
Martyn dreamed. Thrice he saw in his dreams a
Monk who told him to go to the Convent of the
Presentation in Serpukhov, some 90 kilometres
away, and have a Moleben’ served before the
Icon of the Inexhaustible Cup. At first Martyn
ignored this dream since he had no money and
was unable even to walk. After the third occur-
rence, he decided to at least make the effort. He
crawled on all fours to the next village where an
old woman took pity on him and took him into
her home. She massaged his legs and had him
lie upon the oven, a common feature of homes in
Russia and Ukraine. Martyn felt some sensation
come into his legs. He went to the next village
walking with the help of two canes and eventual-
ly proceeded with one.

When Martyn finally arrived at the Monas-
tery no one knew the Icon of which he spoke.
Then someone asked, “Could it be the one
which hangs in the corridor from the Cathedral
Church to the vestry?” And indeed the inscription
“The Inexhaustible Cup” was found on the back
of that Icon. Martyn also recognized the Monas-
tery’s first Abbot (in 1360), St. Barlaam of Serpu-




Konn MapTuH, HapewTi, npubyB y
MoHacTup HiXTO He 3HaB IKOHW, NPO SKY BiH
roBopwuB. [oTiMm xTock 3anuTaBs: "Moxe 6yTu, Ta,
sika BUCUTb Yy Npoxodi Big kadpegpanbHOro
Cob6opy B pn3HMuUo?" | cnpaBai 3HanWnNu Hanuc
«HeBunueaHa Yalua» Ha 3BOPOTHIN CTOPOHI L€l
X IKOHW. MapTuH TakoX Bri3HaB NepLloro
HyxiBHnka MoHactupsa (B 1360-my p.),
MpenogobHoro Bapnaama CepnyxoBCbKOro, sik
Crapus B oro cHax. Biacnyxmnn MonebeHb 3
OBsyeHHsIM Bogn. MapTuH notep Horm
CesiueHol0 BogoMo i Big4yyB, LLIO BOHM CTanu
Taknmmn 3g0poBMMU, SIK Oynn paHiwe!

Lle 6yno noyatkom baratbox 4ygec, - siki
TpMBaOTb | AOHWHI, X04a opuriHanbHa IKoHa
3Hukna y 1929-my p. pasom 3 8-ma cnmckamu,
3pobneHnx Ha 3amMoBreHHs €nuckona (3roaom
Mwutpononuta) MaHyina (JlemeleBcbkoro)
nicng 3akpuTTa 3 KOMyHicTaum CBsATo-
MukonaiBcbkoro cobopy B CepnyxoBi, 4O SKOro
BiH OYyB AOCTaBNEHUN, KON BOHM 3aKpunu bynu
MoHacTup. Llen €nunckon 6yB BigHOBMB
LWaHyBaHHs IkoHW, a Takoxx MonebHi nepepn Heto
AN nogen, ki cTpaxganu Big ankoronismy. Y
1991-my p. nicnga po3nagy CPCP, ApxumaHgput
Wocud (FanabaHos) 6yB BiAHOBMB BUcoLbuii
MonacTtup y CepryxoBi i 3aM0OBMB HOBY IKOHY,
Ha OCHOBI iCHYIOUMX penpoaykuii. Ii Hanucas y
1992-my poui IkoHonnceub OnekcaHap
Cokonos. BigHoBununcs i MonebHi i ywyaeca.

AkadpicT B yKpaiHCbLKOMY nepeknagi 3
OpUriHanbHOI LEPKOBHO-CNOB'AAHCHKOI MOXHa
3HanTK TyT. KpiMm TOro, € i aHrnNinCcbKnm

nepeknaa.

IkoHa aBnseTbCA BapiaHToM «OpaHTa»
(iHwi aBa TunK ikoH Boromartepi: «MpoBigHNUUA»
Ta «HixHICTb» - «YMineHis»). Boropoguus
CTOITb 3a Yawuoro 3 pykamu nigHAHECEHMN B
MonuTBi, HemoB CBSILLIEHUK, Biagalo4mM CBOro
CwuHa OTueBi - Ta BCiM, XTO NpuyalLaeTbCcs 3
«HeBunuaHoi Yauwui», Ceatoi €BxapuctTii. Y
CBOEMY YapiBHOMY pOMaHi (KOHOAEHCYETbCA B
YKpaiHCbKi MoBi), IBaH CepriioBud LLimenbos,
CTBEPAXYE, Wo lcyc, gk Imanyin (no-naTuHi
«puer senex» - WO 03Ha4ae «cTapeLb-
Xnon4yuky»), 6ys gonucaHumn B IKoHy nicns Toro,
SIKk BOHa cTana 06'eKTom nowaHu B CBOEMY
nepBiCHOMY BUrMaai, B skoMy Icyc 6yB npocto
npencrtasneHui Yaweto.

khov, to be the Elder of his dreams. A Moleben’
was served with the Blessing of Water. Martyn
rubbed his legs with the Holy Water and found
them restored to their original health!

This was the beginning of many miracles
— which continue to this day even though the
original Icon disappeared in 1929 along with 8
copies commissioned by Bishop (later Metropoli-
tan) Manuel (Lemeshevs’kyy) upon the closing
by the Communists of the St. Nicholas Cathedral
in Serpukhov to which it had been brought when
they closed the Convent. That Bishop had re-
newed veneration of the Icon as well as Mole-
bens before it for those suffering from alcohol-
ism. In 1991, after the fall of the USSR, Archi-
mandrite Joseph (Balabanov) renewed the
Vysots’kyy Monastery in Serpukhov and com-
missioned a new lcon, based on existing repro-
ductions. It was written in 1992 by iconographer
Aleksandr Sokolov. The Molebens were re-
newed and miracles ensued.

An Akathist in Ukrainian translation from
the original Church Slavonic may be found here.
It is also available in English translation here.

The Icon is of the Orans variety (the other
two types of Icons of the Mother of God are Di-
rectress and Tenderness). The Theotokos
stands behind the Chalice with her arms up-
raised in prayer like a Priest, offering her Son to
the Father and to all who commune of the “Inex-
haustible Cup”, the Holy Eucharist. In his charm-
ing novel (condensed in Ukrainian here:), lvan S.
Shmelyov, postulates that Jesus, as Emmanuel
(in Latin “puer senex” — literally “old boy”), was
written in after the Icon had become an object of
veneration in its original form, in which Jesus
was simply represented by the Chalice.

May we ever remember the power of the Ris-
en Christ, Who is offered to the faithful in each Litur-
gy, to heal and transform all who suffer from illness
and addiction — which, too, is an illness. And may we
prepare ourselves and regularly come to partake of
this Cup which is “ever consumed and never exhaust-
ed”. Amen.
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[loBUHHI MM 3aBXIU IPUTaLyBaTH CUILY
Bockpecnoro Xpucra, fIkuil IponoHyeThCS
BipylounM y KoxHiit JliTyprieto, mo0 3uisaTH i
MIePETBOPIOBATH BCIX, XTO CTPAKIAE BiJ XBOPOO Ta
3ryOHHX 3BHYOK - K1 TAaKOXK € XBopoboro. | Mu
TaK0X MOXKEMO IATOTJIBIISITH ce0e 1 perysipHO
npubyBatu B Xpam, mo0 npuyamaTics 3 miei Yamri,
AKa «3aBXKAM CIIO)KMBAETHCS @ HIKOJIU HE
BUYEPITYy€ETHCS». AMiHB.




