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«CBaTi Be3cpioHukn n Yyanoreopui,
Kocmo 1 QamiaHe, cuiniTb Hawi Heayru.
HDapmo Bu gictanu, napmo 1 Bigaaere.»
(Tponap Ha Nonoc 8-un)

Ha 14-ro nuctonapa 3a
[MpuropisHcbkuM KaneHgapem (ue 1-ro
nuctonaga 3a FOnisHCbKUM) MU CBATKYEMO
nam’saTb 0COBMBO 3aXONSIOYOI rpynu
CeaTtux: YygoTtsopuis i be3cpibHukis,
opartiB Kocmu n lamiana MeconoTamMcbkux
(oexto kaxke AcCiNCbKKX), i iXHBOI MaTepi,
MpenogobHoi ®eopnoTii. BoHn - ocobnuei 3
OEKiNbKOX NPUYNH.

Mo nepLue, BOHN OYOMIOKTH
ocobnumeui pig CxigHix XpUCTUAHCHKNX
CeaTtux, wWo ix 3seMo «be3cpibHMkammny,
nepeknag 3 rpeubkoro « AHapripi».
AHrninceka Bepcia (The Unmercenary
Physicians) gogae Ao ixHboro TuTyny
cnoBo «Jlikapi». Lli CATi — XpUCTUSAHCBHKI
nikapi, ki NposBNAITL XpUCTOBUIA Jap
nikyBaHHS y Llepksi, Nikytoun Hegyxumx ta
CTpaxgarumnx — nirogen i TBapuH — i cBoiMun
MonuTteamu i cBOIM NpodeCinHNM 3HAHHAM

“Holy unmercenaries and
wonderworkers, Cosmas and Damian,
heal our infirmities. Freely you have
received; freely you give to us.”
(Troparion in Tone 8)

On November 14 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is November 1 on the
Julian) we celebrate the memory of a
particularly intriguing group of Saints: the
Holy Wonderworkers and Unmercenaries,
the brothers Cosmas and Damian of
Mesopotamia (some sources say Asia)
and their Mother, the Venerable
Theodota. There are a number of reasons
as to why they are so special.

The first is because they head a
particular order of Eastern Christian
Saints called, in Ukrainian, “Bezsribnyky”,
the literal translation of the Greek
“Anargyroi”. The English version is “The
Unmercenaries”, or “The Unmercenary
Physicians”, a title that best explains who
they are. These Saints are Christian
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i TanaHTamMmu. A Te, WO Take BaXHe, Lo
BOHO 1 HaZarno iM ixXHii TUTYN, ue iXHs
BigMOBa Big 6yabsakoi BMHAropoam 3a CBOK
obcnyry, 60 X LM BUSIBIISININ CBOIO
nocnyLwHicTe Hakasy Xpucta: «Bu gapmo
Jictanu, gapmo i gasante» (Matsia 10:8).

TyT i BignoBiAb Ha NUTaHHS, sike
konncb MoHaxu noctasunu Ce. Bacunito
BenvkomMy npo Te, 4u MOBUHHI BOHU
BOaBaTMUCA OO NikapiB, KON BOHU XBOPIitOTb,
YK Kpalle iM NpOCTO CPUHMMATU Heayry,
sk crnpaBy nocnany (abo gonyuwieHy) borom,
i LWyKaTu BUNIKyBaHHS nuvLle
6esnocepenHbo Big Hboro, a sikwwo ue Moro
Bons, To npurotoBnATUCA OO0 3aKiHYEHHSA
TXHBOrO 3€MHOr0 XUTTA. O3HaKK
ManbyTHboro Biky, B skoMy BCi MaTumyTb
[OCKOHarne 340pOB’d i NOBHOTY XUTTS, SAKi
XpucToc yacTto nposiense nig4ac Ceoro
3EMHOr0 CRY>XKiHHS, KOS NiKyBaB HEAYXKMX,
Takox nposiense Voro Liepkea 11 cborogHi.
Cearti beacpibHUKN, AKMX MOMUHAEMO
ocobnmeoto YacTkoto 3 Npocdopu (Tak
HasnBaeMo 5 xnibiB, AKX YXMBAEMO B
BoxectBeHHin Jityprii) gna Ceatux y
Mpockomigii (YnH nigrotoBkn xniba n BuHa
B BoxecTseHHin JliTyprii) — nocTinHo
HaragylTb HaMm NPO Le TpuBarne CryXiHHS i
noknukaHHs Llepksn.

Mo apyre, € mpoe Taknx nap
Be3cpibHMKIB 3 TUMK camMUMK iIMEHaMM,
SIKUX NoMUHaemo B KaneHaapi
MpaBocnasHoi LlepkBu. Kpim Thx, skmx
nomuHaemo 1/14 nuctonaga, € Takox CaTi
Kocma 1 [Jamian Apabcebki (ix TOMUHAEMO
17/30 xoBTHs) Ta Ceati Kocma n [JamiaH
Pumceki (ix nommHaemo 1/14 nunHs). OexTo
npunyckae, LWo ABOE 3 LMX, a MOXe 1 YCi
Tpoe, MabyTb Ti )X cami 0cobu, Xo4 iXHi
XKummis pooni BigMiHHI. Hanpuknag, konu
X ui Kocma n [lamiaH, Skux noMMHaemMo
cborofHi sacHynu B focnofi 3 MMpom, To
Apabcbki 1 Pumcbki BescpibHukm
noctpaxganu, Sk My4yeHuku 3a BOSOLIHHS
pi3HMx Pumcbkunx imneparopis. [(Haykosui
ornaa uiel cnpaBn MOXHa NpoYnTaTu B
HACTYMNHIN CcTaTTi aHrNiNCLKOK MOBOHO, sika
B3ATa 3 KonTcbKOi eHUMKnonegii. A Bce
OHO Te, WO ax Tpbox nap bescpibHukiB 3
TUMWN CaMUMU iIMEHaAMM CBATKYEMO Ha TPU

physicians who manifest Christ’s gift of
healing in the Church, by treating the sick
and suffering — people and animals — by
means of their prayers, as well as their
professional training and skills. And, what
is so important that it has given them their
distinct title, they would not take any
payment for this service, professing
obedience to Christ's command: "Freely
have you received, freely give" (Matthew
10:8).

Thus is answered a question once posed
by Monks to St. Basil the Great as to
whether they might turn to physicians for
help in their infirmities or might it be best if
they simply accepted the illness as sent
(or permitted) by God and sought healing
only directly from Him, or, if such be His
will, made ready for the end of their
earthly life. The sign of the Age which is to
come, which includes perfect health and
the fullness of life, which Christ manifest
many times during His earthly ministry by
healing the sick, is also manifested by His
Church here and now. The Holy
Unmercenaries, who are remembered by
a distinct portion of the Prosphora (the 5
loaves of bread used in the Divine Liturgy
are called by this name by Ukrainians) for
the Saints used in the Proskomidiya (the
preparation of the bread and the wine for
the Divine Liturgy), are a constant
reminder of this constant ministry and
vocation of the Church.

Second, there are three such pairs of
Unmercenaries of the same name
commemorated on the Calendar of the
Orthodox Church. Besides these which
we remember on November 1/14, there
are also Saints Cosmas and Damian of
Arabia (commemorated on October 17/30)
and Saints Cosmas and Damian of Rome
(commemorated July 1/14). Some
suppose that two of these, or even all
three, may actually be the same ones,
even though their Vitae are quite different.
For instance, whereas the Cosmas and
Damian we commemorate today fell
asleep in the Lord in peace, the Arabian
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okpemi aaTtu B LlepkoBHomy KaneHgapi
TaKM X NigKpecnioe BaXXnmBICTb Ans
XPUCTUSAH TXHBOIO CRYXIHHSA -
Y340POBIIEHHS Ta NPUMUPEHHIO N0geN.

HapewwTi, € uikaBun 38’930K MOMIX
HUMW N CTAPUHHOIO Mithi4HOIO NereHaor
npo Asox 6partis yinutenis. MNpunyckaroTb,
LLIO BaXIiMBa MpuYMHa Takoro LWMpOKO
noLmnpeHHs1 noymtaHHa CesaTtmnx Kocmun n
[amiaHa, Wo Haa3Bn4amHo CKopo
3akopiHmnocs B paHHin Liepksi (Bxe B 4-my
BiLi 6ynn Xpamu npucBsaYeHi im y
€pycanuwmi, B €runTi Ta B MeconoTtamii) — B
TOMYy, LLLO BOHW HaragyBanu nogam
KacTtopa 1 NMonnykca 3 micdonorii I'peubkol
Ta Pumcbkoi. Ix Takox wanysanu, sk
uinuTenis, siKi NOKpoBUTENIB MOPSKIB, SKi
Bipvnu, WO BOHW NOABNANUCA Y BUAI
yygosoro BorHio CB. Enbma. 3rigHo
nerengm, Monnykc, wo 6y cnHom 3eBeca,
BigJaB NOMNOBUHY CBOro 6e3cmepTsi CBOEMY
©parosi, cmepTHOMY KacToposi, wob mornm
BOHW 0buaBa Ha3aeXau 3icTaTncs pasom —
NonoBuHY Yacy Ha ropi Onimni pasom 3
6oramu, a NONOBUHY Yacy B AJi 3i
cmepTHUMK. He pigko 6ysarno, wo micu
A3NYHMKIB CNYXWUNK SK «MPOTOEBAHIrenNis»,
TOOTO SIK NiAroToBKa OO CIPUAHATTSA
€BaHrenii onsa HeeBpeis, nogibHo, gk
cnyxums Ctapumn 3aBiT ana €speii. OToX
KON Mu rnsstHeMo Ha Hebo B Houi 1
no6aunmo cysipps brimsHiokis, 3 1ioro
HaNCBITNIWNMM 30PAMU, SKi MalOTb Ha3BY
Kactop i Monnykc, Mn MOXXemo npuragatu
cobi Ceatnx Kocmy 1 [lamiaHa Ta ixHe
CNYXiHHSA, [0 SIKOro BOHW 3aKNuKawTb YCiX,
XTO Ntobutb bora — a ue 6patn yyactb y
nikyBaHHi CBITY.

XKummis Cesatmnx Kocmu ta Jamiana
MeconoTtamcbkux kaxe, WO iX BUxoBana
cama ixHsi noboxxHa MaTn XpUCTUSIHKA,
deoporisi, No cMepTi iXHLOro 6aTbka
A3n4HMKa. BoHn 3006ynu ocBiTy nikapis i
[0 Hel AobaBunm cBOIO BigaaHIiCTb
Nlocnoaesi B MonutBax. YBXaruu, Lo iXHin
nap Nocnoab gaB iM 6e3koWwTOBHO, GpaTn
pily4e BigMoBnanucs Big 6yab-aKol
BMHaropoam 3a coto obcnyry. OgHoro pasy
BAOBAa, WO Ha3uBanaca lNannagiqa, sk Busis
BOSIMHOCTI 3a BUAiKyBaHHA 3anponoHysana

and Roman Unmercenaries died as
Martyrs under different Roman Emperors.
(A scholarly treatment this matter may be
found in the following article taken from
The Coptic Encyclopedia. Nonetheless,
the fact that three pairs of Unmercenaries
with the same name are celebrated on
separate dates on the Church calendar
certainly emphasizes the importance to
Christians of their ministry of healing and
reconciliation.

Finally, there is an interesting link
between them and a venerable mythical
legend about two healing brothers. It has
been proposed that an important reason
for the widespread veneration of Sts.
Cosmas and Damian, which took root at a
very early date in the early Church (there
were already Churches dedicated to them
in Jerusalem, Egypt and Mesopotamia in
the fourth century) is that they reminded
people of Castor and Pollux from Greek
and Roman mythology. They too were
honoured as healers, as well as patrons of
sailors, who believed that they manifested
themselves in the form of the marvellous
St. Elmo’s Fire. According to the legend,
Pollux, the son of Zeus divine, gave up
half of his immortality to his brother, the
mortal Castor, so that they could always
stay together — half of the time on Mount
Olympus together with the gods and half
in Hades together with mortals. It is not
unusual for pagan myths to serve as a
protoevangelion, a preparation for the
Gospel, for Gentiles — not unlike the
ministry of the Old Testament for Jews.
Thus whenever we look at the night sky
and see the constellation of Gemini with
its two brightest stars named Castor and
Pollux we can remember Sts. Cosmas
and Damian and their ministry, to which
they also call all those who love God — to
participate in the healing of the world.

The Vita of Sts. Cosmas and Damian of
Mesopotamia says that they were raised
by their pious Christian mother, Theodota,
as a single parent, after the death of their
pagan father. They became skilled in the
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Tpu snus JamiaHosi Ha yecTb CB. Tponui.
Kocma nogymas, Lo 1ioro 6pat npuinHsas
3annary 3a BUNiKyBaHHS i HA CBOEMY
CMepTHOMY NoXi ckasas, Wwob [JamiaHa He
XOPOHUNK nopyy noro. Ta konu [amiaH
CKOpPO Micris LbOoro cam yrnokoiBcs, TO
Bepbntog, sikoro nikyeanu CeATi Yepes noro
OynHicTb (cniBnagae LUbOMy 3Ha4iHHS iIMEHI
[amiaHa, TOBTO «TON LLIO CMUPSIE YN
ONaHoBYEY),4yA0M 3aroBOpPMB MIOACHKNM
royiocoMm i ckasas, Lo 6paTiB Taku
HaNeXmnTbCs XOPOHUTK ofHe Bing ogHoro,
60 > [lamiaH HacnpaBai He NpUHUMaB
3annartu, a nuiie BUABMB MOLLaHy A0 iMeHi
Bora. Liboro Bepbnoga Moxemo nobauntn
B UbOMYy MantoHkoBi Ppa AHgxkenika (1395-
1455 — noro npuyncnue 4o fUKY
BnaxeHHux Mana Iean Maeno Il B 1982 p.)
MoxopoHy Ceatnx bparTis. besniv yygec
3aBAAYYIOTb IXHBOMY 3aCTYMHULTBI.

LLkoga B TOMy, WO CbOrogHi im's
[amiaHa yepes NoB’si3aHHA 3 MOAEPHNMMU
dinbMamm xaxis NOEAHYIOTb 3 TUM, LLIO
SKpa3 NPOTUNEXHE CNPaBXHbOMY NOrO
3Ha4iHHIO SK i 3Ha4iHHIO camoro CeAToro
BescpicbHuka. LLaHynmo umx aBox
yygoBux CBATUX i3 BAAYHICTIO | HAcNigynmo
X, Hamararo4mcb, 3a gonomorow boxol
Bnarogari, ika ckepoBye i CKpinnoe
MonuTsu, Takox 6yTK BiCHUKaMK
Y3[A0POBIIEHHS Ta NPUMUPEHHS Y HALLOMY
CBITi. AMiHb.

healing arts, and added to these their
dedication to the Lord in prayer. Believing
their gift to be given to them freely by the
Lord, the brothers firmly refused any
payment for their services. On one
occasion, a widow named Palladia, in
gratitude for her healing, offered three
eggs to Damian in honour of the Trinity.
Cosmas thought that his brother had
accepted payment for the healing, and,
upon his deathbed, said that Damian
should not be buried beside him. However
when Damian died soon after this, a
camel which the Saints had treated for its
wildness (coincidentally, the name
“‘Damian” means “one who tames or
rules”), spoke miraculously with a human
voice, saying that the brothers should truly
be buried side by side, since Damian had
not actually accepted payment, but had
simply shown respect for the Name of
God. The camel may be seen in this
painting by Fra Angelico (1395-1455 —
beatified by Pope John Paul Il in 1982), of
the burial of the Holy Brothers. Countless
miracles have been attributed to their
intercessions.

It is a pity that the name of
“Damian”, because of modern horror
movies, has become linked with the very
opposite of what it — and he — represents.
Let us gratefully honour these two
wonderful Saints, and imitate them by
seeking, by God’s grace which guides and
fortifies prayers, to be ourselves
messengers of healing and reconciliation
in our world. Amen.




