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CAIOYA KPACA CBATUX
Ceamul bnazoeipHuii PisHoanocmonvHuli Bonooumup Benukuld,
y Ce. XpewjeHHi Bacunili, Benukuti KHa3e Kuiecbkuli (1015)

THE RADIANT BEAUTY OF THE SAINTS
Holy Right-believing Equal-to-the-Apostles Volodymyr the Great,
in Holy Baptism Basil, Great Knyaz’ of Kyiv (1015)
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«BnaxeHHi Ti, Wo YMHATL [OOPO, a
NPOKNATI Ti, WO YMHATBL 3510.» (CB.
Bonoaumup)

Ha 28-ro nunHs 3a rpuropigaHCbKUM
kaneHgapem (ue — 15-ro nunHA 3a
ONIAHCLKMM) MU CBATKYEMO NaM’ATb
Xpectutens Kniscbkoi Pyci, Benunkoro KHa3ss
Bonogumupa, npossaHoro, sk i 6abyHs 1oro,
Cs. Onbra, PiBHoanoctonsHUM (No-rpeubkomy
«lcanoctonocy). Lito cnaeHy niogmHy obpas
Bor Bigirpatn kn4eBun porib Y PO3BUTKY OO
HapoAiB yKpaiHCbKOro, 6inopyckKoro,
POCINCLKOro Ta 1 iHWWKX.

Konu Bignpaensemo JliTyprito,
CasLeHHOCNYXUTENb 3aBXan obkagxye IKoHM
Ta Hapog boxun, 60 X i My Takox IkoHu! Mn
CTBOpPEHi 3a obpa3omM BOXnM (KM Hikonn He
MoXe ByTn 3aTepTuin) i Ham AaHO NOKIMMKAHHA
3pocTaTh Yu, K 4EXTO Kaxke, po3BMBaATUCS HA
Woro nogoby, To6To cTaBaTn noaibH1mm Momy
YEeCHOTO, MyApICTHO, Kpacoto, NoboB’to Ta
Bcieto AockoHanicTio — a BiH Cam ocTtaeTbes
OcHoBoto, HectBOpeHuM, Ton-XTo-€ (OCb Take
3Ha4iHHSA iMeHi «Areey, WO nepegaeTbed
yoTnpma BykBamu Ha iBpuTi, a CBigkmn €rosu
NOMMWIIKOBO YBaXaloTb, LU0 Lie - Mloro BnacHe

“Blessed are the doers of good and
damned are the evil doers.” (St.
Volodymyr)

On July 28 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is July 15 on the Julian) we celebrate
the Baptizer of Kyivan Rus’ the Great Knyaz’
Volodymyr, who, like his grandmother, St.
Or'ha, is titled “Equal-to-the-Apostles”
(Ukrainian “Rivnoapostol’nyy”, Greek
“Isapostolos”). This great man was chosen by
God to play a key role in the unfolding destiny
of the Ukrainian, Belarus and Russian
nations, among others.

When we celebrate a Liturgy, the
celebrant always censes the Icons and the
people of God, for we, too, are Icons.
Created in the image of God (which can
never be obliterated), we are given the
vocation of growing or, as some might say,
unfolding into His likeness, i.e. to become like
Him in virtue, wisdom, beauty, love and all
perfection — and He alone is forever the
Source, the Uncreated, the One-Who-Is (this
is the significance of his name, Yahweh,
rendered by the Tetragrammaton in the Old
Testament, which Jehovah’s Witnesses
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IM’51). To6TO MK - Moro xuBi IkoHW-B-NpOLIEC.
Woro BnarogaTtk noknvkana Hac 4o 6yTTs.
BoHu nigcuntoe Hac, NpoBaauTb i CIOHYKYE Hac
cTaBatv TUMWU, YAM MAEMO OYTU B BiYHOCTI.
OpaHe 3 6narocnoBeHb, WO NPUHOCATL HaM
CeaTi — Te, L0 B HUX MU Ba4MMO Lien npoLec
BUKOHaHWI 40 ANBOBWXHOT Mipn. Mn ix
LaHYeEMO, CTapaeMoCh IM HacnigyeaTw, i
MaeMO YecTb 6aunTu ix, ik cniBcnyxutenis Ta
3aCTYNHUKIB 3a Hac nepepn borom. (A Mu Takox
noMmnHaemo i ix nepen borom y BoxecTBeHHiIN
TiTyprii).

OaHuM 3 Harkpallux cnocobis
HacnigyBatn CBATUX — a MK HUMK 11 CB.
Bonognmupa — ue BigBepTatmca 8id MapHUX
3aHATb CBITY, LLO BNaBs Y rpix, o flackaBocTi,
mMunocepas Ta ictuHu BivHoro Llapctea OTuq |
CwuHa i Ceartoro [yxa. [lexTo LoKoBaHum
ymTar4m Npo XMTTs Bonognmmpa nepeg noro
HaBepHeHHsIM o Bipn MNocnogHeol. Wonpasaa
6naxeHHoi nam’sati Mutpononut InapioH
(OrieHko) 3ayBaxus, ariorpacdum mabyTb
nepebinbLuyBanu LWo Moro ekcuecu, wob Tmm
SACKpaBiLLe BpaXkarno nepemMiHeHe Noro XuTTa
nicnsi Moro egHaHHsA 3 XpUCcTom.

Bonogumup 6ys cmHom Benukoro
KHa3a CeaTocnaea, skoro 6atbko, Benuknin
KHA3b Irop, 3rMHyB 3 pyK CNOB’SiH AepeB’siHIB,
konn Cesatocnas OyB e nos3yHkoM. MaTu
Cesartocnaa KHarnHa Onbra roctpo
nomcTumnacs 3a cBoro Myxa. [lesiki pxepena
KaXkyTb, LLIO Lie BKMYano cTpaTy IXHboro
koponsa Mana (im’a noro npaesgonoAdibHo
o3Havae «KopoTtkuii») JllobevaHuHa, wo 6ys
HaBaXkvBCS 3anponoHyBaTu Wb yaoBi, AKOT
Myxa noro Hapog 6ys 3abus. Ta BoHa
3Mmnocepannacs Hag noro 4itbMu i NnpuiHana
X y cBin ABip. WMoro cuH, [o6puHs, nisHiwe
CTaB UiHHUM NomiyHMKOM Bonogumumpa (skui,
K M1 nobaynmo, ByB MOro NnemMiHHMKOM), a
noro goyka Manywa JltobevaHka ctana
cnyxHuueto Onbru.

CesaTocnas BupocTas 3 Manyweto npu
KHsKOMYy aBopi. BoHu 3antobunucsa ogHe B
ogHomy, ane, xod Manywa 6yna npunHsana
XpuctusiHebKy Bipy cBoei rocnoguHi, Onbra He
Morna 3acTtaBuT cebe nobnarocnoBuTH ix Ha
noapyxoka i Bigicnana it oo aepesnsH. OTox
NOMDK HAMU 1 HAPOAMBCS IXHIN CUH,

mistakenly believe to be His proper Name).
Thus we are His living Icons-in-process. His
Grace has brought us into being, empowers,
guides and inspires us to become who we
are called to be in eternity. One of the
blessings brought to us by the Saints is that,
in them, we see this process accomplished to
an awesome degree. We honour them, seek
to imitate them and are privileged to see
them as fellow-servants and intercessors for
us before God. (And we also remember them
before God in the Divine Liturgy).

One of the most important ways to
imitate the Saints — and among them St.
Volodymyr — is to turn away from the vain
pursuits of a fallen world, towards the
kindness, mercy and truth of the eternal
Kingdom of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit. There are those who are shocked
when they read about Volodymyr’s life prior
to his conversion to the Faith of the Lord,
although Metropolitan llarion (Ohienko), of
blessed memory, has noted that his excesses
may have been exaggerated by
hagiographers in order to more dramatically
portray the change in his life after he came to
Christ.

Volodymyr was the son of the Great
Knyaz’ of Kyiv Svyatoslav, whose father, the
Great Knyaz’ Ihor, had died at the hands of
the Derevlyanian Slavs when Svyatoslav was
but a toddler. Svyatoslav’'s mother,
Knyahynia Ol'ha, had avenged her husband
with great ferocity. This, according to some
sources, included executing their king, Mal
(likely meaning “Short”) Lyubechanyn, who
had the temerity to propose marriage to the
widow of the man whom his people had slain.
She then had mercy on Mal’s children by
taking them into her household. His son,
Dobrynya, became a valuable aide to
Volodymyr (who, as we shall see, was his
nephew), and his daughter, Malusha
Lyubechanka, became OI'ha’s maid-servant.

Svyatoslav grew up with Malusha in
the royal court. They fell in love, but, although
Malusha had accepted the Christian Faith of
her mistress, OI'ha could not bring herself to
bless their union and sent her back to her
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Bonoanmup (akoro iM’st No-crnoB’sstHCbKOMY
O3Ha4yae «Bonogap CBITy» UM «MUPY», a No-
CTapocKaHOMHABCbLKOMY CKasaHb Le
Banbgemap, wo o3Havyae «BU3HAYHUM
Bonogap») y 958 p. (oeski pxepena nogarTb
960). CeaTocnas noBaxasB CBOro
HarmornoALworo cnHa Bonogmmupa HapiBHi 3i
CBOIMW CTapLINMK CUHAMMK APONOSIKOM i
Onerom, i noginue cBol 3eMIi MiXk HUMM.
Bonoanmupy Bigaas BiH HoBropog (cboroaHi
ue B Pocincbkin ®egepadii), a Apononky
BigaaB Kuis, i Onery - OBpy4 (Y CbOrOAHiLLHIN
XKutommpcbkinn obnacrTi), ctonuuto 3emenb
AEepeBNsH.

KHa3b Aponornk BMnoBIB BilHY NpOTH
cBOiX 6paTiB (He Byno Le Haa3BUYaNHUM Y TUX
yacax) i Boue Onera, 3aiHABLUM NOTO
BonopfiHHs, a Bonogumunp yTik y CkaHOMHABILO i
NMoBEPHYBCS 3 BiNCbKOM, OO BigBOKOBATH
HoBropoga i nobopoTn Apononka, sikoro BiH
nigctynom youe. Mo Aoposi BiH TaKOX 3alHAB
micTo lNonoubk (cborogHi ue B binopyci), konu
KHsa3b micta Porsonog, (no-
cTapockaHAuHaBcbkoMy Par HBanb[)
BiMOBMBCS BigOaTu 3a HHOrO CBO JOYKY
PorHegy (no-cTapockaHaMHaBCbKOMY
Parurineay). MpuHueca (aeski opxepena
KaXyTb, LLO BOHa Byna 3apy4yeHa 3 KHsa3em
Apononkom) cama noropaxysana
Bonoanmupom, sik cnHa cnyxHuui. Bonogummp
B35IB il HACUJIBHO B XXaxNMBOMY CLEHapito, gK
OfHy 3 (Mi3Hile) AeKinbkoxX XiHoK. (Konu BiH
PO3BIBCA 3 HElo Mi3Hiwe, Wob nosiHYaTMCA 3
AHHO0, J04KOH0 BisaHTiicbkoro imnepartopa,
60 X, 9K XpUCTUSAHWH, BiH MiF MaTh e oaHy
ApyXuHy, PorHeaa ctana YepHuueto 3 iM'sim
AHacTaciq). BoHa gana nomy (sk TBepaaTb
GiNbLUICTb HAYKOBLiB, XO4 € TaKOX NigcTaBm
BBaXKaTu matip’to came AHHY) NOro criaBeTHOro
HacnigHuka (kv nepeq TUM, SK HacrnigyBas
Moro Ha npectoni, 6yB NOro CynepHUKoOMm),
Benukoro KHsasa Apocnasa (no-
cTapockaHguHaBcbkomy Apisnicop) Mygporo
(noro x npocnasuna Cesatum y 2008 p.
YkpaiHcbka lNMpaBocnasHa Llepka KuiBcbkoro
MaTpiapxaTy, a sk micueBoro CBAToro
npocnaeuna noro B 2004 p. YkpaiHcbka
lNpaBocnaeHa LlepkBa MOCKOBCLKOIo
MaTpigpxaTy).

Ha novaTtky cBoix 20-11 nit KHA3b

Derevlyanian tribe. It was among them that
their son, Volodymyr (whose nhame, in
Slavonic, means “world” or “peaceful” “
and, in the Norse tongue of the sagas,
Valdemar, “renowned ruler”), was born in 958
(some sources say 960). Svyatoslav held his
youngest son, Volodymyr, as equal to his two
older sons, Yaropolk and Oleh, and divided
his lands among the three. Volodymyr was
given Novhorod (today a part of the Russian
Federation), while Yaropolk was given Kyiv
and Oleh, Ovruch (in today’s Zhytomyr
oblast’), capital of the Derevlyanian lands.

ruler’

Knyaz’ Yaropolk waged a campaign
against his brothers (not unusual in those
days) and slew Oleh, taking over his realm,
while Volodymyr fled to Scandinavia,
returning with an army to retake Novhorod
and defeat Yaropolk, whom he slew by
treachery. Along the way he also took the city
of Polotsk (today a part of Belarus) when its
Knyaz’ Rohvolod (Norse, Ragnvald) refused
to give him his daughter, Rohneda (Norse,
Ragnhild), in marriage. The princess (some
sources say she was betrothed to Knyaz’
Yaropolk) had herself disdained Volodymyr
as the son of a maidservant. Volodymyr took
her by force in a horrible scenario, as one of
(later) several wives. (When he later divorced
her to marry Anna, the daughter of the
Byzantine emperor, since, as a Christian, he
could have only one wife, Rohneda became a
nun, taking the name Anastasia). She gave
him (according to the majority of scholars
although a good case can also be made for
Anna’s maternity) his illustrious successor
(who, prior to succeeding him on the throne,
had been his adversary), Great Knyaz’
Yaroslav (Norse, Jarizleifr) the Wise (glorified
as a Saint in 2008 by the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church Kyiv Patriarchate; recognized as a
local Saint in 2004 by the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church Moscow Patriarchate).

By his early 20’s Knyaz’ Volodymyr
had consolidated his realm from modern-day
Ukraine north to the Baltic Sea. He also took
a number of wives. For example, besides
Rohneda, who may have been Yaropolk’s
betrothed, there was also Yaropolk’s widow,
whose nhame may have been Julia, formerly a




Bonogumup yxxe 3atBepauB CBOE BOMOAIHHA
B, 3€MenNb Cy4yacHOI YKpaiHu Ha MiBHIY ax 0o
BanTincekoro Mops. BiH Takox B3sB eKiNbKoX
XiHOK. Hanpuknag kpim PorHeaum, sika moxe
Oyna 3apy4deHa 3 Apononkom, byna Takox
yaoBa fAponorika, sika MOXe HasnBanacs
KOnieto — Gyna BoHa KOMULLHS rpeLbka
UepHuus, siky B bonrapii nononns Ceatocnas i
oapyxuB 1i 3 Apononkom — a Bonognmup B3sB
il cunoto, yomen Apononka. MaB BiH Takox
COTKM HanoXHuup. | 6yB BiH 6&€3KOMNPOMICHUM
A3NYHUKOM, AKUIA MOXKe BBIB | NIOACbKe
XepTBOnpuHoLeHHA B Knesi micLeBomy
6oxkoBi MNepyHoBI « pOMOBEPXKLEBI».

Ta Oyx Cesatui gisiB y Moro cepui.
Bornoanmup ocMucnoBaB reponcbky KOHUYMHY
Bapssbkmux MyyeHukis, Peogopa n IBaHa, siki
Oynu BigMOBMNNCS NiAYMHATUCS BUMOram
A3MYHULBbKKX XepuiB. LLe Binblie 3BopyLLmMB
Noro rpeubkni dinocod, sKnin poskasas NoMy
npo Ctapui Ta HoBun 3aBitn i gaB nomy
kapTuHy CtpawHoro Cyay, a konu Bonogummp
no6aums ii BiH NpoMoBUB: «braxeHHi Ti, Wo
UYMHATL 406PO, a NPOKNATI Ti, WO YMHATL 3I10».
Womy Bxe 3aBepluyBanucs 20-Tu RiT i 6yB BiH
roTOBUI A0 NEPEMIHMN.

[MoBicTb BpemeHHux JIiT onncye nowwyk
3amoBneHwi Cs. Bonogumupom. Moro
nocnaHui Manu nposigaTy NOCnigoBHUKIB Ta
ocepeakiB pi3HNX CNoBiaeHb, LWob nodauntn
KOTpe HalnKpalle niginge nomy Ta noro
KHA3IBCTBY. Po3noBigb nNpo Te, gk Kpaca
Bi3aHTICbKnX Bianpae y BennyHin CeATINn
Codii B KoHcTaHTMHONOMI NonoHuna ix —
Aobpe Bigoma, K BigoOMUI | 4OOaTKOBUN iX
BUCHIB: «SKwWwo He gobpoto Byna 6 us peniris
To Bawa 6abyHs Onbra He 6yna 6 npuimana
Ti».

Ak nepxasHUIA My Bonogumump Takox
HaneBHO 6a4yMB BaXXNMBICTb MaTn 3B’513kKN 3
MOTyTHbOIO BisaHTincbkowo IMnepieto. [1aBHi
Jxeperna nogarTb ABi OKpeMi po3nosiai npo
Te, sk 30o0yB ansa cebe 1 4ns ceoro
KHA3IBCTBA | XpeLLEHHS | pyKy AHHW, OYKM
ImnepaTopa Bacunis MopdipopogHoro
(«HapomxeHoro B oioneToBin Kamepi»), y
LLnto6i. [MoBicTb BpemeHHux JiT Kaxe, Lo
nepeg TUM, siK 3anpornoHyBaB PYKy i cepLie BiH
nigkopme 6yB MicTo KOpCyHb — CbOrogHi ue

Greek nun captured in Bulgaria by
Svyatoslav who married her to Yaropolk —
Volodymyr took her by force after killing
Yaropolk. He also had hundreds of
concubines. He was a thoroughgoing pagan
who may even have introduced human
sacrifices in Kyiv to the local god, Perun “the
Thunderer”.

However, the Holy Spirit, was at work
in his heart. Volodymyr pondered the heroic
death of the Varangian Martyrs, Theodore
and John, who refused to honour the
demands of the pagan priests. He was stirred
even more by a Greek philosopher, who told
him of the Old and New Testaments and
gave him a painting of the Last Judgement,
seeing which Volodymyr exclaimed: “Blessed
are the doers of good and damned are the
evil doers”. He was now in his late 20’s and
ready for a change.

The Primary Chronicle (Ukrainians
know it as Povist’ Vremennykh Lit) describes
a quest ordered by St. Volodymyr. His
emissaries were to visit the practitioners and
centres of different religions to see which
would be best suited for himself and his
realm. The account of their captivation by the
beauty of the Byzantine worship at the great
Hagia Sophia in Constantinople is well-
known, as is their additional comment: “If it
were not a good religion, your grandmother
Orha would not have embraced it.”

As a statesman, Volodymyr would
also have seen the value of ties with the
mighty Byzantine Empire. Ancient sources
give two different accounts of how he
achieved both, Baptism for himself and his
realm, and the hand of Anna, the daughter of
Emperor Basil Porphyrogenitos (“born in the
purple chamber”), in marriage. The Primary
Chronicle says that he presaged his marriage
proposal with the capture of the city of
Chersonesus (in Ukrainian, Korsun’) — today
one of the 12 sites in the world most
endangered by the advance of modern
technology, coupled with indifference to
invaluable ancient heritage. He offered the
magnificent (at the time) city as a dowry for
Anna’s hand and agreed to put away his
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ogHe 3 12-0x micup y CBITi, Ake nepebyBae nig
HaNbINbLUOK 3arpo30k0 3HNUKHEHHST Yepes
NnocTyn MoAepHOT TEXHOMOrIT NoegHaHOI 3
BanayXHiCTIO 4O NpeLiHHOI APEBHBLOI
cnagwuHn. Bonognmmnp 3anponoHyBas Le
yygoBe (Y TOMy 4aci) MicTo, ik npuaaHe 3a
PYKY AHHU | MOroamBcs po3iNTUCS 3 PELLTO
CBOIX XiIHOK Ta HaANOXHWLUb Y NigroToBLi 40
uboro Lnto6y. Apabebki axxepena roBopsitb,
LLIO Oro Npono3suis Takox 6yna 3B’a3aHa 3
A0NoMorol ImnepaTtoposi NigKopuTK
npeTeHAeHTIB Ha NpecTon.

Micns noro XpeLeHHs (3 iMeHem
Bacunisi, MabyTb y 4ecTb CBOro TecTs, ane
HaMeBHO 1 TOMY, WO Le iM’st MOo-rpeubkoMy
O3Havae «imnepaTop»), Bonogmumunp ctas
iHLLIOW NtoanHOoK. BiH cTtaB adbatun Ta
cniBvyyBaTy y6ormm y noro KHs13iBcTBi. BiH
OCHOBYBAB LLKOMNMW Ta NPUTYNKX AN BAIB Ta
cupiT. 3BMnYariHo BiH Takox 6yaysas Llepksu Ta
MoHacTupi. CBAaTuin BO3OBUIHYB Ha Micli, e
Oynu noctpaxaganu Bapsasbki MyyeHukn (gesiki
Keperna KaxyTb, Lo BOHO 6yro 1 micuem
inona lMepyHa), Cobop y 4ecTb YcneHHs Boxoi
Matepi, noceatusLum [i i MicTo cBOE i
KHs3IBCTBO. Llen Xpam, HasBaHui
«[JecatuHHumy, 6yB 3HULEeHNn PagsaHCbKum
pexnmom, a 3apas € cynepedka npo Biabynosy
noro, 60 X pyiHU NOro € 1 LiHHUM Micuem ans
apxeonorie. KaxyTb, wo Cs. Bonoanmup 3Hic
CMEpPTHY Kapy (Le X HeyyBaHe B TOMY
BapBapcbkoMy yaci!), 60 X cTaB BipuTH, LLO
nuwe bor a He ogHa 3eMHa Braga Mae
npaso BigbGUpaTU NOACLKE XUTTS. [exTo
3ayBaxye, Wwo Bonogumup He 3aBxaun
nocnigoBHO BUKOHYBAB CBOI NepPeKoHaHH4, 60
X BiH BotoBaB 3i CxigHimn XopBaTamu i HaBiTb,
SIK BUrnsgae, rotysascs 6yB iTW BiNCbKOM
nNpoTK cBoro ByHTIBNMBOro cuHa, Apocnaea,
nepen cBOIM YrNoKoeHHAM y 1015 p. y
BepecTosi Henoganik Kuesa. Moro
MOXOPOHUIM BiNg OCTaHKIB NOro APYXMHM,
AHHK, B [lecatnHHomy Cobopi.

[exTo nepeunTtsb WO cnocid
XpuctusiHisadii Ce. Bonogummpom cBoro
kHsi3iBCTBa BYB He f06pMM. Moro ykas nepen
XpeleHHsm y [IHinpi HaceneHHst Kneea, ke
LlepkBa cBaTKye 14-ro ceprnHs 3a
rpuyropiaHceknm kaneHgapem (ue x 10-ro
CEpnHS 3a 1MiaHCbKNM) Kaxe: «AKLO XTO He

other wives and concubines and to be
baptized in preparation for this Marriage. The
Arabic sources say his proposal was linked to
aid he gave to the Emperor to defeat
pretenders to the throne.

After his Baptism (with the name
Basil, perhaps in honour of his father-in-law,
but also, no doubt, because the name
signifies “emperor” in Greek), Volodymyr
became a different person. He began to
exercise care and compassion for the poor of
his realm. He organized schools and refuges
for widows and orphans. Of course, he also
built Churches and Monasteries. On the spot
where the Varangian Martyrs had suffered
(some sources say it had also been the site
of an idol of Perun), the Saint erected a
Cathedral in honour of the Dormition of the
Mother of God, consecrating his city and
realm to her. This Church, called the Church
of the Tithes (“Desyatynna”), was destroyed
by the Soviet regime and there is a
controversy over its rebuilding, since its ruins
are also an invaluable archaeological site. It
is said that St. Volodymyr cancelled the death
penalty (something unheard of in that
barbaric age) since he believed it was up to
God and not any human authority to take a
person’s life. Some object, not without
reason, that Volodymyr was not always
consistent in his fulfilment of such
convictions, for he did wage war on the East
Croats and, apparently, was even preparing
to march against his rebellious son, Yaroslav,
prior to his falling asleep in 1015 in Berestovo
near Kyiv. He was interred beside the
remains of his wife, Anna, in the Church of
the Tithes.

There are also those who raise
objections as to the manner of St.
Volodymyr’s Christianizing of his realm. His
decree prior to the Baptism in the Dnipro of
the people of Kyiv, which the Church
celebrates on August 14 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is August 1 on the Julian),
reads: “If anyone does not go into the river
tomorrow, be they rich or poor, beggar or
slave, that one shall be my enemy." This
certainly sounds most un-Christian to our
ears. Surely Jesus did not mandate His




nige B piuky 3aBTpa, 4un 6aratui BiH 4m BGOrMN,
Xebpak UM HEBINbHKK, L0 NoguHy oyay
yBaxaTtu CBOIM BOpPOrom». Lle sikocb ayxe He
NO-XPUCTUAHCLKOMY 3BYYUTb. ICYC HaneBHO He
BNOBHOBaxkyBaB CBOiX Y4HiB npumyLlyBaTn
nogen npunmat €saHrenito? Ta € Take
OWBHeE rpeLbke CrnoBo «aHarkaso» B lNMputyi
Icycosin npo BecinbHuin beHkeT, sik nogae
€aHrenicT Jlyka (y cBoi xe €aHrenil 14:23
— a BiH Mir noyyTwn ii 3 ycT camoi Marepi
IcycoBoi). BoHO gae 3po3ymiTu, Wo nocnaHui
Llaps, sk BnawTtoBye Becinnsa He manu
npurmaTi BigMOBHOI Bianosiai. BoHn mann
HanonsaraTy, Wo BOori Ta KpMBi Ha goporax i
NpoBYIKax Takn MycsaTb NpMOyTN Ha GeHKeT
(Do >»uTTa papocTi  mupy B Moro LlapcTsi) —
Ta, 30aeTbCca He Manu 6ynu 6 iX HacCUNbHO
npuBonokTn. Onunc npo KniBcbke XpeLLeHHs He
3ragye npo >XOA4HWUN NPUMYC HACESEHHIO
KneBa. HaBnaku BOHO kaxe (Moxe Le
ariorpacivHe nepebinbLUIeHHs) WO BCi Noan
Ao6poBINbHO BUKOHaNM KHA3IB Hakas.
[MutpononuT InapioH (OrieHko) nuwe, Wwo
Oynu Bunagkm, konu Tpeba 6yno BxmnBaTn
NPMMYC Ta, Ha Xarlb, HaBiTb HACUNNsa y
nponaryBaHHi Ta 3axmcTi HOBOT — AN
HaceneHHs1 — Bipn Bonogapis ctopoHu. LlikaBy
pO3noBigb NPO Le 3HaxXoAnMo OCb TYT Ha
cTopiHkax 94-96].

A Wwe oaunH cnip BiAHOCUTLCA OO TOro,
aK nucatu lkoHn Ce. Bonogummpa. Yn mae 6u
BiH maTn 6opoay um nuwe Byca? Mu Ha
CBOEMY canTi nybrikyemo ogHy 3 6opoaoto,
sKa 30aETbCA AyXe Bigoma 6aratbom
yKpaiHusiM, B PYry - 3 BycamMu — penpoayKLito
3 l[koHocTacy YkpaiHcbkoi [paBocnaBHOI
Kategpu Cs. Bonognmupa B TopoHTO.
AprymMeHT Ha4ebTo nonsrae B ToMy, o IkoHa
3 bopopoto — cumBon «Bnagimipa, Xpectutens
Pocii» [«PocigaHn» un «Mockani»” (cnoso,
AeLLo npuHM3nuee) — 6ynu Bigomi oo
pedgopmis Llapsa MNMeTpa | cBoiMKM goBrummn
bopoaamu, sKi gani NonynapHi B 4esikux
CesweHukiB], a IkoHa 3 BycaMu NpeacTaBnse
«Bonoanmupa, Xpectutensa Kuiscekoi Pyci»
4n npocTiwe «YKpaiHu». IkoHa MycuTb ByTun
diznyHo nogibHoto go CeBATOI 0cobun, AK BiH UK
BOHAa BUrNsgganu B Yaci iXHboi 3eMHOT
MaHApiBKK, B0 X BOHa NOEAHYE 3EMHE XUTTA 3
HebeCHUM. AprymeHT MOXHa nokasaTu Woao

disciples to force people to accept the Good
News? On the other hand, there is that
strange word Greek word “anagkazo” in
Jesus’ Parable of the Wedding Feast as
recounted by the Evangelist Luke (his Gospel
14:23 - he may have heard it from the lips of
Jesus’ Mother herself). It implies that the
emissaries of the King making the Feast are
not to take “No” for an answer. They are to
insist that the poor and the lame on the
highways and the byways must come to the
Feast (life in His Kingdom of joy and peace) —
one would think, not to the point of being
dragged there by violence. The account of
the Kyivan Baptism does not, in fact, mention
any coercion of the populace. In fact it
(perhaps in a hagiographical exaggeration)
says that all the people willingly fulfilled the
command of the Knyaz'. [Metropolitan llarion
(Ohienko) of blessed memory writes that
there were times when it was necessary to
use coercion and, alas, even violence in the
promotion and defence of the new — for the
populace — Faith of the rulers of the land. A
fascinating story about this is recounted — in
Ukrainian — click here — on pp. 94-96.]

Another controversy relates to what
sort of Icons ought to be written of St.
Volodymyr. Ought he to have a beard, or
simply a moustache? On our website we
reproduce both such Icons: one (with a
beard) which seems to be most familiar to
many Ukrainians, and another (with the
moustache) from the Iconostas of the St.
Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in
Toronto. The argument seems to be that the
Icon with the beard promotes the symbol of
“Vladimir, the Baptizer of Russia” [‘Russians”
or “Moskali” — somewhat a pejorative
expression — were known, until the reforms of
Tsar Petro |, for their long, flowing beards —
still popular among many Clergy], while the
Icon with the moustache depicts “Volodymyr,
the Baptizer of Kyivan Rus” or more simply
“Ukraine”. An lcon must bear a recognizable
physical resemblance to the Saint, as he or
she appeared during their earthly sojourn,
since it unites the earthly life with the
heavenly. Arguments may be made as to the
likelihood of both these depictions. We offer



http://docs.google.com/viewer?url=http://www.ukrcenter.com/!FilesRepository/Literature/_Upload3//d8740a20-aeed-4d64-8ddf-3ab03bdedb92.pdf
http://docs.google.com/viewer?url=http://www.ukrcenter.com/!FilesRepository/Literature/_Upload3//d8740a20-aeed-4d64-8ddf-3ab03bdedb92.pdf

MMOBIPHOCTI 000X Lux 300paxeHb. Mu Tomy i
nogaemo oobuaga.

LLle oaunH cnip BigHOCUTBLCA OO TOro, SK
HanexuTbes WwaHyesaTn Ce. Bonogmumunpa. BiH
3BUYanHO Ayxe nonynspHuin ak «Cs.
Briagimip» nomix pocigsHamu. A Takox nomix
Ginopycamu, pymyHamu, nonsikamu,
CNOBIHUAMM i T. 4. A TaKOX NOMIK KaTonmkamm
" npaBocnaBHUMU. KOXeH 3 HUX Moxe
yBaxaTu, LLO BiH BigirpaB BaXXnMBUN posib B
— 60 x roro Tpyan onst €EeaHrenis XpncTtoBoro
He MOXe — YuM pafLle He NOBMHHA — yBaXaTn
XOOHa 3 LMX rpyn 3a BUKITHOYHO CBOIMM (XOY
yKpaiHUi 4iCHO MatoTb npiopuTeT, 60 X KniB —
cnasa bory — 3HOBY cTONMLUA CyBEpPEeHHOI
YkpaiHcekoi Oepxasu). Ca. InapioH KuiBcbkui,
nepwuin Mutpononut KHs3iBcTea, Wwo Oys
YPOLKEHLEM KpaiHW | BCTAHOBMEHUN 3a
HamaraHHamMu CB. Apocnasa Mygporo,
BUronocus «lloxsany» B MOro 4ecTb A4eCb MiX
pp. 1037 i 1051, wWo sICHO BKa3ye Ha Te, o
BXe Toai waHysanu Cs. Bonogumupa
KuniBcbKoro.

Ak goTenep BiAOMO NuLIE OAHA YacTka
CeaTtux Mowen Cs. Bonoanmupa Bmxuna
PYWMHIBHI NpoLecu icTopii. 1 MaB MOXNUBICTb
BKIOHUTUCS i1 B Yaci ii nepebyBaHHS B
PymyHcekin Liepksi bnarosiweHHs B MoHpeani
B 3umi 2011 p. OpraHizatopu cunbHO
ycnilwHoro piyHoro YkpaiHcebkoro dectumsarnto B
MoHpeani, Lo Bia3Ha4Yae CyBEPEHHICTb
Ykpainu, npunHanu Ce. Bonognmupa ceoim
MokpoButenem. NMoaidHo 3pobuna noniuisa
EQMOHTOHY Nicnsa Toro, 9k BOHWU LUBUAKO
BigHanLLINKM BULLEe3ragaHnin Kosyer 3 4acTkow
Movuen CeaToro, KONn NOro BUKpanu 3
pe3uaeHuii 0. Apximangputa OnekcaHagpa
(denuca lMira4a) nigyac HaBigaHHs TOro micTa.

Cs. Bonogumunp — NokpoButens
GaraTtbox gyw, 60 X noro iM’a i Hagani ayxe
nonynsapHe [a 3okpema nig BUAOM TOro iMeHi,
sike BiH NpuinHaB npu CB. XpeLeHHi, To6To
«Bacunin» yn «Bacunb», a TO 1 Nig XiHOYMM
BMAOM LIbOro iMeHi: «BacunuHa» (ue X im’sa
Moei NntoboBi HarcTapwoi cecTpuykn!)]. Mn
mMornm 6 y CBOIN ysiBi MOYYTKW AOrO rosoc, siK BiH
MOJSIMBCS 3 Harogu nocBsaveHHsA ecaTnHHoro
Cobopy Tak gasHo Tomy: «llorngaHb 3 Hebec,

both.

Another dispute relates to how we
ought to venerate St. Volodymyr. He is
certainly popular, as “St. Vladimir’, among
Russians. Also among Belarusians,
Rumanians, Polish, Slovenians, etc. And
among Catholics as well as Orthodox. All
may claim him as having played a special
part in the history of their people, nation and
confession, for his work on behalf of the
Gospel of Christ, can not — or, better, ought
not to - be exclusively claimed by any of
these groups (although Ukrainians certainly
have priority, since Kyiv is once more, thank
God, the capital city of a sovereign Ukrainian
state). St. llarion of Kyiv, the first native
Metropolitan of the realm, installed at the
insistence of St. Yaroslav the Wise, delivered
a “Pokhvala” (panegyric) in his honour
sometime between 1037 and 1051, which
clearly indicates that at time St. Volodymyr of
Kyiv was already being venerated.

It seems that only a single Holy Relic
of St. Volodymyr has survived the ravages of
history. | had the opportunity to venerate this
Relic during a visit to the Rumanian Church
of the Annunciation in Montreal in the winter
of 2011. The organizers of the highly
successful annual Ukrainian Festival held in
Montreal to celebrate the sovereignty of
Ukraine, have chosen St. Volodymyr as their
Patron. So did the Edmonton police force
after they rapidly recovered the above
Reliquary when it was stolen from the
residence of Archimandrite Alexander
(Dennis Pihach) during their visit there.

St. Volodymyr is the Heavenly Patron
of many souls, since his name continues to
be very popular [especially in the form of the
name with which he was baptized — Basil, in
Ukrainian “Vasyl” and even in the feminine
version of this name, i. e. “Vasylyna”,the
name of my own dear eldest sister] . We
may, in our imagination, hear his voice as he
prayed at the consecration of the Cathedral
of the Tithes so long ago: “O Lord God, look
down from Heaven and behold, and visit Your
vineyard, which Your right hand has
planted...” Amen.




Nocnogun boxe, i nobay i Hasigan BuHorpagHuk
Csin, sikoro nocaguna npaeunusa TBoOS...»
AMiHb.

le 25 juillet 2012




