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«TFocnoam boxxe Min, Icyce Xpucre!
Mpuiimn MonuTBY MOIO | Aa MeHi Ty
caMy cMepTb, iKy AaB 6partamMm MoOIM,
Bbopucy 1 Mi6y, 3 yyXknx pyk, wWob rpixm
MOi 3MUJIUCA MOEIO KPOB'10, W06 cnacca
BiAA CYeTu CBIiTy LUbOro Ta Bif citen
BopoXkux>» (Monurtsa CB. siponoJsika 3
XXntTis woro)

Ha 5-ro rpyaHs 3a rpuropissHCbKuUM
KaneHaapem (uUe — 22-ro nucronaja 3a
HONISHCBbKMM) MU CBSAITKYEMO NaM’aTb KHSAXOro
MyueHunka Kuiscbkoi Pyci, CB. KHA34
Spononka, cnHa Bennkoro KHazsa Kuiscbkoro,
I3acnaBa, BHyka CB. fpocnasa Myaporo, i
npasHyka CB. Bonoaumupa Benunkoro. MoxHa
Moro 3apaxyBaTtu go «Crtapcrotepnuis»,
To6TO A0 TOro 0CO6AMBOr0O COPTY
MpaBocnaBHux CBATMX, AKi 6ynin xepTBamu
NONITUYHUX KOHMNIKTIB Ta iHTpwUr, i
BigMmoBnsinuca 60poHnTK cebe, BONitoUM
CNpUMMaTK Ui TEPMIHHSA, K y4yacTb Y

“O Lord my God, Jesus Christ! Accept
my prayer and give me the same death
as You gave my brothers, Borys and
Hlib, from strange hands, that my sins
might be washed by my blood, that I
might be saved from the vanity of this
world and hostile nets.” (St. Yaropolk’'s
Prayer, from his Vita)

On December 5 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is November 22 on the
Julian) we celebrate the memory of a Royal
Martyr of Kyivan Rus’, the Holy Knyaz’
Yaropolk, son of Great-Knyaz’ of Kyiv,
Izyaslav, grandson of St. Yaroslav the Wise,
and great-grandson of St. Volodymyr the
Great. He may be considered a “Passion-
bearer” (in Ukrainian “Strastoterpets’), one
of the particular group of Orthodox Saints
who were victims of political conflicts and
intrigues, and refused to defend
themselves, choosing to view their
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CTtpacTtax XpuUCTOBUX, pajlle HiX goaaBaTu
00 60poTbbUM Ta KPOBOMPONUTTS, SKi Tak
CWUIbHO NYCTOLWAN TXHIO 3eMJIt0.

Apononk Hapoamecs 61M3bKo
MOSIOBUHU OAMHAAUATOro CToniTTa KHA30
I3acnasy i FepTpyai, A0oHbLI MOALCLKOrO
KHs3a M'ewka II lambepta. CB. Apononk
XXUB Y AyXe BaXKKOMy 4aci B icTopii Kuiscbkoi
Pyci, konwu ii Bonoaapi nocriiHo 6oponucs i
3Maranucs rnomixx cobot 3a Bnagy. BueHHs i
npuknag Xpucra nepeTsoptoBasnm
CYCNiNbCTBO AyXe, a AyXe MOBiNbHO. Ix
e(dEeKTUBHICTb NPOSABASANACS FOIOBHO B XUTTI
MoHaxis Ta CTpacToTepnuis.

MiactaBa 6aunTn Apononka, K
OZHOr0 3 LUMX OCTaHHIX 3HaxoAMMO B MOro
MonuTBi, NoaaHin B Noro JKutrii, ake
nomiweHe (poCiMCbKO MOBOK) OCb TYT. BiH
Kaxe: «l'ocnoan Boxe Mmin, Icyce Xpucre!
MpunMmn MonnTeBy MO i 4an MeHi Ty camy
CMepTb, AKy AaB 6bpaTtam MmoiMm, Bopucy
niby, 3 yyXunx pyk, wob rpixm mMoi 3MuIncs
MOEI KpPOB'l0, W06 cnaccs Big CYETU CBITY
LbOro Ta Bif CiTel BOPOXUX>.

slpononika NosiNbHICTb A0 cBOro 6aTtbka
Benukoro KHa34 I3acnasa SpocnaBuya, 3
SIKMM, SIK BipHWUIA CUH, BiH pOo34iNnsaB i onto i
He[oMl0, BMMarana Toro, Wwo n BiH MyciB
6paTtu yyactb y KOHMNIKTax i 3MaraHHaXx
CBOI0 Yyacy, X04 e B OCHOBHOMY 1 6yno B
AingHui gaunnomarii. I3sacnaes obHiMaB npecrton
Kuiscbkun Tpu pasm (1054-68, 1069-73 i
1077-78), a MyciB ABiui BTikaTh 3 MicTa 4yepes
Hai3an KHA3IB CynepHuKiB. Apononk
CynpoBoAMB CBOro 6aTbka KOXHWI pas i ixaB
3 Micieto Ao HiMeubkoro Kopong NeHpuka IV,
Ta HaBgiTb Ao MNanwu Mpuropisa VII, wob
3006yTW Ans HbOro NMOMiY BiABOOBATH
npecTon, SKMin MOMy Hanexascs No npasuiy,
AK HancTapwoMy cMHOBI Benukoro KHa3ga
Apocnasa.

Slknm 6yB 6aTbko Slpononka?
JlaBpeHTiiBCbKMI JliTONKC onucye I3sicnasa,
K «MYy>Ka NPUEMHOI0O BUMNSA4Y | NOBa>XHOro
3pOCTy, He 3106HOro TeMnNnepamMeHTy, ane
HeHaBMCHWKA HecrnpaBeaInBOCTI i nobutens
npaBoTU. Y Hboro He 6yno xutpocTi, 60 6yB
BiH NOAVMHOIO NPOCTOO i He BiANavyBas
3/10M 3a 310». MOX/IMBO caMe Li AKOCTI

sufferings as a participation in the Passion
of Christ, rather than adding to the fighting
and bloodshed that so ravaged their land.

Yaropolk was born around the
middle of the eleventh century to Knyaz’
Izyaslav and Gertrude, daughter of Polish
Knyaz’ Mieszko II Lambert. St. Yaropolk
lived in a most difficult time in the history
of Kyivan Rus’, when its rulers were
constantly struggling and competing with
each other to obtain power. The teachings
and example of Christ were transforming
society very, very slowly. Their
effectiveness was manifest primarily in the
lives of the monks and the Passion-bearers.

Evidence for seeing Yaropolk as one
of these is found in his prayer found in a
Vita, published here (in Russian). He
says: “O Lord my God, Jesus Christ! Accept
my prayer and give me the same death as
You gave my brothers, Borys and Hlib, from
strange hands, that my sins might be
washed by my blood, that I might be saved
from the vanity of this world and hostile
nets.”

Yaropolk ' s loyalty to his father,
Great-Knyaz’ Izyaslav Yaroslavych, whose
fortunes and misfortunes he shared as a
dutiful son, required that he too participate
in the conflicts and competitions of his day,
albeit primarily in diplomacy. Izyaslav
acceded to the throne of Kyiv three times
(1054-68, 1069-73 and 1077-78), having
to flee the city twice as a result of
incursions by rival Knyazi. Yaropolk
accompanied his father each time and went
on missions to the German king, Henryk 1V,
and even Pope Gregory VII, to get him help
in his efforts to secure the throne that was
rightfully his, as Great-Knyaz' Yaroslav’s
eldest son.

What sort of man was Yaropolk™s
father? The Laurentian Chronicle describes
Izyaslav as "a man fair of appearance and
imposing in stature, not malicious in
temper, but a hater of injustice and a lover
of rectitude. In him there was no guile, for
he was a simple man who did not render
evil for evil”. It may have been these
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cnoHykanu I3sicnaBa, Konu Bapyre obHsBs
KuiBcbkunii npecrton, Bigaatu ocobnmey
nowaHy Ceatum CtpacTtotepnusam bopucy i
ni6y, rioro npaasabkaM, CMHaAM Moro aina
Bonoammupa Benukoro, sknx nosbmeas ixXHil
6pat CBsaToNoK (AKOro HapoA Npo3BaBs
«OKassHHUM»), a BOHM BiaMOBASAUCS BUTUCS
3 HMM. Benukunin KHa3b I3scnaB nposiB
npouecito CMHIB SlpocniaBa CynpoBOAXYHOUN
capkodaru CrpactoTtepnuiB A0 Xpamy CB..
Bacunis, skoro 6yB nobyaysas ixHin aiag, Cs.
Bonogmmup, Ha vyecTb cBoro NokpoButens,
Cs. Bacunia Benukoro, y MicTi Buwropogai, ae
nobuna nepebysatu noro 6abycs, Ce. Onbra,
nosuwe Kuesa no Piui AHinpi. Tam CBaTtux
BpaTiB ypouucto npocnasuB y xopi CBATUX
KuiBcbknii MutpononuT F'eoprin — nepwmx
CBATMX KaHOHI30BaHUX Yy KuniscbKin Pyci nicng
MPUAHATTS HE XPUCTUSIHCTBA. MOXINBO, WO
Take BLWaHYyBaHHA IXHbOro XpUCTUAHCbKOIO
CBiAYEHHS | CNOHYKano HancTapLoro cMHa
I3sicnaBa, Spononka, sikuii No NpaBuy MaB
6un 6yTN MOro HamiCHMKOM, CTBOPUTU CBOIO
Monutsy. Ak Myapo XpuctmsaHam, cepes
pajoLliB Ta CMYTKY 3€MHOr0 XuUTTH,
nam’sTaTm Npo CMepTb, Ka KONMCb TaKu
npunae 4o HUX, i NpUroToOBASATUCS A0 Hel
MonuTteoto!

Konu I3sicnaB Bxe BTpeTe O6HSAB
npecton Kniscbkuin BiH noobiuss 6paTosi
BceBonoaosi, WO A0MNOMOXe MOoMy
3aTpuMaTu NpecTon YepHiriBCcbkuin Big Hai3ay
KHA34 cynepHuka, Onera CesATOC/aBuMHa,
CKasaBLUM: «5 CBOK rosioBy NOSIOXY 3a
Tebe». Tak i ctanoca. KamnaHisa Bganacs, ane
I3acnas noctpaxaas y 6uTBi. Mi3HiWe, Konu
BceBonog ctynue Ha npecton KniBcbkuii, BiH
AaB npecTton Bonognmunp-BonnHCbKui
SpononKoBi, KM TakoxX 6paB y4yacTb y
6uTBI, Ika B3si/1a XUTTH Moro 6aTbKa.

KHA3b AApononk nposiBUB nackasy
FOCTUHHICTb TPbOM CMHAaM CBOro ABOKOPIAHOMO
6bpaTta, Poctncnasa, siki He Mann CBOro
KHA3iIBCTBa. [1BO€ 3 HUX, Propuk i Bacunbko,
3[A€TbCA, BiaAAYMNM MOro FOCTUHHOCTI
3pafoto. Ha 22-ro nucronaga/5-ro rpyaHs
1086 p. Apononka cMepTenbHO Npobus oanH
3 MOro APY>XMHHWKIB, LLO Ha3MBaBCS
Hepsageub, SKnin NOTIM YTiK ANS 3aXMCTy 40
Piopuka Poctncnasunya B lNepemuwnb. 3a ue
Hapog yBaxas, Lo 3a B6MBCTBOM CTOSINMU

qualities which prompted Izyaslav, upon his
second accession to the Kyivan throne, to
render special honour to the Holy Passion-
Bearers, Borys and Hlib, his great-uncles,
sons of his grandfather, Volodymyr the
Great, who were murdered by their brother,
Svyatopolk (popularly surnamed “the
Accursed”) while refusing to fight him.
Great-Knyaz’ Izyaslav led a procession of
the sons of Yaroslav in accompanying the
sarcophagi of the Passion-Bearers to the
Church of St. Basil, built by their
grandfather, St. Volodymyr, in honour of
St. Basil the Great, his patron Saint, in the
city of Vyshhorod, the favorite residence of
his grandmother, St. Ol'ha, upstream from
Kyiv along the Dnipro River. There, the
Holy Brothers, Borys and Hlib, were
formally canonized by Kyivan Metropolitan
George - the first Saints to be canonized in
Kyivan Rus’ after its acceptance of
Christianity. Perhaps it was this honour
accorded to their Christian witnhess which
led Izyaslav’s eldest son, Yaropolk, who
would normally be his rightful successor to
the throne of Kyiv, to make his prayer. How
wise for Christians, in the midst of the joys
and sorrows of earthly life, to remember
the death that is sure to come their way,
and to prepare for it in prayer!

When Izyaslav was finally on the
throne of Kyiv for the third time, he
promised to come to the aid of his brother,
Vsevolod, in retaining the throne of
Chernihiv against incursions by a rival
Knyaz’ Oleh Svyatoslavych, saying : "I will
lay down my head for you”. And so it came
to pass. The campaign was victorious, but
Izyaslav died in the battle. Later, when
Vsevolod acceded to the throne of Kyiv, he
gave the throne of Volodymyr-Volyns'kyy to
Yaropolk, who had also participated in the
battle which took his father’s life.

Knyaz’ Yaropolk extended gracious
hospitality to the three sons of his cousin,
Rostyslav, who had no realm of their own.
Two of them, Ryuryk and Vasyl’ko,
apparently repaid his hospitality with
treachery. On November 22/December 5,
1086, Yaropolk was fatally stabbed by a
member of his retinue named Neryadets’,




Poctncnasnui.

ApononkoBa Monutea 36ynacs. BiH
noctpaxgaas CrpacToTepnuem — i He
6e3nocepeaHbo 3 PyK PiAHUX, @ «3 YYXKUX
pyk». Moro Tino npusesnu ao Kuesa, ae
Bin6yBCsA ypounctmii NoXopoH, 0YONEHMU
Kuiscbkum MutpononutoMm IsaHom II
«[obpum». bpat Apononka, Benuknii KHasb
Bcesonopa, ouonue cymyrouux. Tisio Monoaoro
KHs35 6naroroBiriHo 3n10xuan B Xpami Cs.
MNeTpa, akoro BiH 6yayBas y KniBcbkoMy
MoHacTtupi CB. AnMutpis, akoro 6ys
nobyaysaB noro 6aTtbko, I3sicnas, Ha 4YecTb
csoro lMokposuTens.

CB. Aponosk MaB 0cob6nuBy
HaboxHicTb ao Cs. AnocTtona MeTpa. Moro
6auMMo B MiHiaTIOpi 3 pyKamMu NigHATUMMK 40
AnocTtona B MonuTBi, pa3oM 3i CBOEK
ApyxuHoto, IpmHoto-KyHiryHaoto. Mama noro,
FepTpyaa, BKIOHMNACA A0 Hir MeTpoBi, aKoro
TakK NoBaXaloTb, WO BiH — Haye riraHT, B
SAKOro MOXHO 6a4YnNTU TiNbKM HMXXHIO YaCTUHY
Tina. Ua inocTpauia noxoantb 3 MNMcantups,
3pobneHoro ansa Apxienmckona Erbepta
Tpiepcbkoro (Ue — HalcTaplwe MIiCTo B
HiMmeuuunHi), sskoro npnHecna KHArMHs
FepTpyaa 3 coboto Ao Knesa, B KMt BOHa
BJTIOXXWJIN M KOAEKC CBOiX BMacHMX MonuTos,
pa3oM 3 AeaKUMKN KapTUHaMK, a ue ogHa
3HUX. Y HUX BOHaA Ha3mBae Apononka CBoiM
«HanynbneHiwmMmMm CMHOM> .

Heaxn Monuten CB. Aponosnka i BCix
CrpacTtoTepnuiB npucniwaTtb SBHE NpULLEcTS
Ha uto 3emnio BiYHOro Lapcrea NocnoaHboro,
ae 6inbw He 6yae KOH(MNIKTIB Ta 3aMaraHb, a
HaTOMICTb «MUp BoXKi, WO BULLNIA BiA
ycsikoro posymy» (dunun’an 4:7), i BCe, WO 3
UMM MUPOM NPUXOANTL. AMiHb.

who then fled for safety to Ryuryk
Rostyslavych in Peremyshl’. The
Rostyslavychi were thus popularly
considered to be behind the assassination.

Yaropolk’s prayer was answered. He
had died a Passion-bearer - and not directly
at the hands of kinfolk but “from strange
hands”. His body was brought to Kyiv
where a stately funeral took place, presided
by Kyivan Metropolitan John II “the Good”.
Yaropolk’s uncle, Great-Knyaz’ Vsevolod,
led the mourners. The body of the young
Knyaz’ was reverently placed in the Church
of St. Peter which he was building in the
Kyivan Monastery of St. Demetrius, built by
his father, Izyaslav, in honour of his own
patron Saint.

St. Yaropolk had a particular
devotion to the Holy Apostle Peter. He is
seen in this miniature with his hands raised
towards the Apostle in prayer, together
with his wife Irene-Kunigunde. His mother,
Gertrude, has prostrated herself before
Peter, who is held in such esteem that he
appears as a giant figure, so that one may
only see the lower part of his body. The
illustration is from a Psalter, made for
Archbishop Egbert of Trier (the oldest city
in Germany), which Knyahynya Gertrude
brought with her to Kyiv, in which she
included a codex of her own prayers
together with some illustrations of which
this is one. In these she calls Yaropolk “*my
favorite son”.

May the prayers of St. Yaropolk and
all the Passion-bearers hasten the manifest
arrival upon this earth of the eternal
Kingdom of the Lord in which there will no
longer be conflict and strife but instead the
“peace which surpasses all understanding”
(Philippians 4:7) and all that proceeds from
such peace. Amen.




