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CB. bnaroBipHni Irop, y
XpeweHHi IOpin, y
YepHeyrBi FaBpnin,

KHs13b YepHiriBCbkni,
Bennknn KHA3b
KniBcbknii

Holy Right-Believing Ihor, in
Baptism George, Tonsured
Gabriel,

Knyaz’ of Chernihiv, Great
Knyaz’ of Kyiv

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kyraw

kutash@unicorne.org

«Cnacu, Boxe, nrogeu TBOIX i
6narocnoBu Hacnigaa TBOE...
3acTyrnHMLUTBOM CBATUX 6s1aroBipHMXx
KHA3iB-cTpacroTtepnuiB — bopuca,
Fni6éa ta Iropsa ...» [ypuBok 3 JliTii,
Aob6pwuii Mactup (MoNTOBHHK),
2007]

Ha 2-ro >XoBTHS 3@ rpuropiaHCbKuM
KaneHgapem (ue - 19-ro BepecHs 3a
I0NTi@aHCbKMM) MU CBATKYEMO nam’aTb CB.
BnarosipHoro CtpacroTtepnus Irop4, y
XpeleHHi KOpis, y YepHeuTsi NaBspuina,
KHA35a YepHiriscbkoro, Bennkoro KHass
KuniBcbkoro. [Mu TakoX CBATKYEMO
Mpa3Huk MepeHeceHHs 1ioro Molis Ha
18-ro yepBHS 3a rpuUropiaHCbKNM
KaneHaapem (Ue - 5-ro yepBHs 3a
toniaHCbKMM)].

3 NepcneKkTUBU CBITCbKUX YCRiXiB
i cnaeu, C.. Irop — Bennknii HeBaaxa.
BiH 6yB KHa3eM 3 pogy Onbrosuyis

“Save Your People, O God, and bless
Your inheritances... through the
intercessions of... the Holy, True-
Believing Prince-Martyrs and Passion-
Bearers, Boris, Hlib and Ihor...” [from
the Litiya, The Good Shepherd
(Prayer Book), 2007]

On October 2 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is September 19 on the
Julian Calendar) we celebrate the memory
of the Holy Right-Believing Passion-Bearer
Ihor, in Baptism George, Tonsured
Gabriel, Knyaz’ of Chernihiv and Great
Knyaz’ of Kyiv. [We also celebrate the
Feast of the Translation of his Relics on
June 18 on the Gregorian Calendar (which
is June 5 on the Julian)].

From the perspective of worldly
success and honour, St. Ihor is, as the
modern jargon would put it, a big-time
loser. He was a Knyaz' (Prince) of the
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(Ha3Ba Big rioro 6atbka Onera
CeaTocnaeuHa, BHyka Cs. Apocnasa
Mygaporo, wo 6y Bennkum KHazem
o06’egHaHoi Wwe Kuniscbkoi Pyci), ki xunu
B iCTOPUYHOMY YKPATHCbKOMY MICTi
YepHirosi.

BpaT Irops, Bcesonog, 6ys
Bennknm Knazem Kuniscbkum Big 1139-ro
no 1146-ro pp. Biguysatoumn
HabnMKeHHsA CBOro BiAXo4y 3 UbOro
CcBiTY BceBonoj BmpillMB Ha3HaUNUTKU
cBoro 6pata, Irops, cBOiM HacTyNMHUKOM.
BiH 3ibpaB KHA3iB | Nogas iM nouinyBaTtn
XpecTa, K 3HaK iXHbOI JIOSASIbHOCTI MOro
HaMicHMKY. Ta Ha »Xanb Cnpasu He TakK
niwu.

CB. Irop Tak i npubys y KuiB i
06HAB Benunko-KHsxuni MpecTin 1-ro
cepniHst 1147-ro p. Mloro BonoAiHHS
TpmBano nuuwe 13 gHiB. HaceneHHs
Kuesa He ntobuno Onbrosudyis. BoHun
6ynun obypeHi NpoTn «TitOHIB»
BceBonoaa, K HazuBanucs
ynpusinenosaHi cnyru KHa34, i npocunm
Iropsa 3MiHUTHK iX. BiH noroanecsa ane He
rnocniwune A0BOAI 3 LUUM, LLO Aasno npusig
Mnoro HeTepnasiuMM NigBAagHUM
3BepHyTUCa 0o KHas4q lNepedacnaBcbKkoro,
I3acnaBa, 3 poAy KOHKYPEHTIB,
McTucnaBunuiB, 9Koro 6aTbko BONOAIB
Haa KMeBOM fekifnibka poKiB paHiwe.

Izacnas nobiame Bincbka Irops
13-ro cepnHs a nonoHuB Irops, SKnii He
Mir BTeKTM Yyepe3 cnabicTb y Horax.
lMepemMoxeHoro KHA34 3aMKHyNu —
3rigHO 3 AeSKUMUK AXxepenamMun — B
«nopy6i», To6T10 B pybneHomy
6yanHoukoBi 6e3 BikOH 4n aBepen.
Konun, 3aMnnyBaBLWINCb Ha4 HUM, HapewTi
Bupy6anu Iropsa 3 nopyba BiH 6yB
61n3bko cMepTi. BiH 3pikcs BCIKnx
npeteHsin o KMiBCbKOro TPOHY i
NPUIAHAB YepHeuunin nocTpur B MoHacTupi
Cs. Teopopa, Ta CKOpPO MNPUNAHSB i
Benunky Cxemy 3 imeHeM [aBpuin.

YepHeub NaBpuin Buayxas i
nocesATMB cebe YepHeunMM nogsuram. Ane
Moro Boporu He 6ysn CNOKIiNHI AOKK BiH
OCTaBCS MiX XuBumu. 3ibpanacs
cepauTa topba, ska BupyLimna 3abutu
MOro, He 3Ba)kat4m Ha 3anepeyeHHs i

Ol'hovych family (named after his father
Oleh Svyatoslavych, grandson of St.
Yaroslav the Wise, who was Great Knyaz’
of the united Kyivan Rus’) which was
located in the historic Ukrainian city of
Chernihiv.

Ihor's brother, Vsevolod, was
Great Knyaz’ of Kyiv from 1139 to 1146.
Sensing the coming of his passing from
this world, Vsevolod decided to make his
brother, Ihor, his successor. He gathered
the Knyazi together and had them kiss the
Cross as a sign of their loyalty to his
successor. Alas matters did not so unfold.

St. Ihor did indeed come to Kyiv
and was installed as Great Knyaz’ on
August 1, 1147. His reign lasted 13 days.
The populace of Kyiv did not like the
Ol'hovychi. They were angry at Vsevolod'’s
“tiuns”, as the privileged servants of the
Knyaz’ were called and asked Ihor to
change them. He agreed but did not move
quickly enough and his impatient subjects
turned to the Knyaz’ of Pereyaslav,
Izyaslav of the rival Mstyslavych family,
whose father had ruled Kyiv some years
earlier.

Izyaslav defeated Ihor’s forces on
August 13, and captured Ihor who was
unable to flee because of a weakness of
the legs. The defeated Knyaz’ was
imprisoned — some sources say in a
“porub”, a log cabin without windows or
doors. When he was finally, mercifully, cut
out of the porub, he was at the point of
death. He renounced all claim to the
throne of Kyiv and accepted monastic
tonsure in the Monastery of St. Theodore,
soon receiving the great schema with the
name of Gabriel.

The Monk Gabriel’s health returned
and he dedicated himself to monastic
endeavours. His enemies were not at
peace, however, as long as he remained
alive. An angry mob was formed and set
out to kill him, in spite of protests by the
Metropolitan of Kyiv and Volodymyr
Mstyslavych, brother of the newly
installed Great Knyaz’ Izyaslav (who was
himself opposed to the senseless




3a60poHM MUTPONONNTOM KUIBCbKUM i
6patom HoBoO6paHoro Bennkoro KHsss
Izacnaesa Mctucnaeunya, Bonoanmmpom
(cam BHankuin KHa3b 6yB NpoTK Takoro
6e3rny3gHoro KpoBoMpoanTTS).

Cs. Iropsa cxonunu nig vac Cs.
JliTyprii, kKonun BiH MONMBCA nepea
IkoHo Boxoi MaTepi, aka nicng Toro
oTpuMana Ha3By «IropiBcbka» (i
CbOrofiHi 3HaxoamnTbcsl B KMEBO-
MeuepchbkKin JlaBpi). byno ue 2-ro
XXOBTHS (19-ro BepecHs 3a tofliaHCbKUM
KaneHgapem) 1147-ro p. Hatosn
BMBOJIiK MOro 3 Xpamy, 3igpaswm 3
HbOrO YepHe4uunn oaar. Irop NnpoMoBuMB
cnosa Cg.. IoBa MHoroctpaganbHoOro 3i
Craporo 3aBity: «[fonum npuiwos s B
Len CBIiT, ronum i siginay».

KHA3b Bonogumunp 3ycrpis topby,
AK BOHW BUTAranu Irops 3 noasip’s
MoHacTtups i Irop npoMoBUB A0 HBOIO
«bpaTe, kyan ngew?” BonoanMmnp
CKOYMB 3 KOHS, MPUKPUB CTpaxaanbus
CBOIM MnaweM i NnpmBiB NOro 40 AOMY
CBOE€i MaTepi. Ta cnpaBa Ha TOMYy He
3aKiHumnacsa. HatoBn BCe 3pOCTas., i
nepemirwmn Bonognmunpa, ysipeascs B
Aaim, ctarnyB Irops 3 6ankoHa i 3abus
noro Ha cxogax.

Ta 1 Ha LbOMY He NPUMNUHUNOCSH
NPUHMXEHHs KHa3a. Moro Tino Bonoknu
Bynuuamm Knesa o [ecaTtuHHOI
LlepkBu, oe Moro KMHyM Ha Bi3 i Ha
OCTaHKY CKWHYJIN Ha TOproBuLui. Tinbku
ToAi 3Mir BonogMMup 3ynmHUTK xaxwu.
Tino Iropsa npuHecnun B LlepkBeu
MoHacTtupsa Ce. CuMeoHa Ha OKpaiHi
Kuesa i TaM noxopoHunun KHsss,
OASAArHEHOro No-4YepHeyoMy, nigyac
CTpaLLHOl rpo3u.

Lis 6yps, a Ao TOro i uygo
3ana’sieHHs CBiUOK caMux Big cebe
HaBkKos10 Tina CBATOro, HapewTi NpuBenn
HaceneHHs Kneea A0 NPOCBITNEHHS.
BoHun npocunu npoweHHs 3i Cri3bMu i
yepes Tpu poku Tino Ce.. Irops
nepeHecnu ao Xpamy MNpeobpakeHHS B
moro pigHoMy YepHirosi 5-ro/18-ro
yepBHA 1150 p., a TaM HaBKO/0 HbOIO
00 HUHI BigbyBatoTbcs uyaa. Haue 6 To,
K BUMpaBieHHA HecnpaBea/IMBOCTI

bloodshed).

St. Ihor was seized during the
Divine Liturgy as he prayed before an
Icon of the Mother of God, which
thereafter received the name “Ihor’s Icon”
(and is found in the Kyivan Caves Lavra
today). It was October 2 (September 19
on the Julian Calendar), 1147. The mob
dragged him out of the Church, tearing off
his monastic garb. Ihor cited the words of
St. Job the Long-Suffering of the Old
Testament: "Naked I came into this world,
and naked shall I depart”.

Knyaz’ Volodymyr met the mob as
they were dragging Ihor out of the
monastery walls and Ihor said to him:
“Brother, where are you going?”
Volodymyr leaped off his steed, covered
the sufferer with his own cloak and
brought him to his mother’s home. The
matter did not end there, however. The
mob grew, overpowered Volodymyr,
broke into the home, dragged Ihor from a
balcony and killed him on the staircase.

Nor did the indignities end there.
The Saint’s body was dragged through the
streets of Kyiv to the Church of the Tithes,
where it was put on a wagon and finally
thrown into the market-place. Only then
was Volodymyr finally able to stop the
horror. Ihor’s body was brought into the
Church of the Monastery of St. Simeon on
the outskirts of Kyiv, where, clothed in
monastic garb, the Knyaz’ was laid to
rest, during a terrific thunderstorm.

The storm together with the
miracle of candles spontaneously lighting
near the Saint’s body brought the people
of Kyiv to an awakening. They sought
forgiveness with tears and within three
years St. Ihor’s body was transferred to
the Church of the Transfiguration in his
native Chernihiv, on June 5/18 in 1150,
where it has been the source of miracles.
Perhaps as a sort of restitution to the
Saint, he is almost always depicted in
Icons, not in his monastic garb, but as the
Great Knyaz’ of Kyiv, the post which, in
an unfallen world, he would have kept in
peace and honour all of his days.




cynpotu CBaATOro, moro B IkoHax mMainxe
3aBXamn 306pakatoyTb HE B MOHaLUIN
oaexi, a ak Bennkoro KHa3s
KniBCbKOro, Ha AKOMY NoOCTi, B CBITi,
SIKMM He BNaB 6u rpixonagiHHaM, BiH 6yB
61 MpoXXMB y MUPI 11 NOLWaHi BCi CBOI AHi.

I no HuHI Iropun 30 BCi€l YKpaiHu
npmnbysatoTb y YepHirie Ha 18-ro uepBHS
BiACBATKYyBaTM NaM'aTb cBoro HebecHoro
MokpoBuTENS | NPUAHATU MOro
3aCTynHUUTBO i 6/1arocnoBeHHS.
«HeBgaxa» B CBIiTi ane nepemoxeub y
Hebi Haw KHA3b Irop, SKOro 4acro, K
3ayBaxunm B ypukosi 3 Monutos JIiTil,
3apaxoBylOTb Yy psaan CBATUX
«CTpacrtoTepnuis», TO6TO CBITCbKMX
Bos0AapiB, SKi Bigaanu cBOi NONITUYHI
ambiuii Ta CBOE XUTTH, W06 3aMicTb
KOHMNIKTY HacTaBs MUp i 3aMiCTb
HeHaBWUCTi - No6oB.

To this day, Ihors from all over
Ukraine come to Chernihiv on June 18 to
celebrate the memory of their Patron and
receive his intercessions and blessings. A
“loser” in the world, but a major victor in
Heaven is Knyaz’ Ihor, who is very often,
as noted above in the portion of the
“Litiya” prayer of the the Vigil Service,
numbered among the Holy “Passion-
Bearers”, secular leaders who laid down
their political ambitions and their lives so
that conflict might be replaced by peace
and hatred by love.




