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CBsaTnii MyyeHuk lMetTpo
AneyrcbKknm

Holy Martyr Peter the
Aleut

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

« S5 — XpucrnsaHnH!» (CnoBigaHHs CB.
MNMerpa, nepegaHe CHMeOHOM
IBaHoBMYeM SIHOBCbKHUM Yy CBOEMY
nncti go IryMmeHa BanaaMmcbkoro
MoHacTups, fJamackmHa)

Ha 25-ro rpyaHs 3a
rPUropissHCbKMM KaneHgapem (BianoBigae
12-My rpyaHs 3a NiSHCbKUM), 9K NoAa€
YkpaiHcbkuin NMpaBocnaBHuiA KaneHpap-
AnbMaHax PigHa Huea 2010 p., Mu
CBATKYEMO NaMm’'saTb NMpasociaBHOro
MyueHuka-Tybinbus, Cs. MNeTpa
AneyTcbkoro. CBATKYEMO MW NaM’aTb MOro
pa3om 3i CB. lepMaHOM ANSICKUHCbKUM,
AKNIM Hapoamscs A0 xntta HebecHoro
(3acHyB y l'ocnoai) y TOn AeHb.
[Hacnpasgai ue 6yno 13-ro rpyaHs, wo Ao
1900 p., npunagano Ha 25-ro rpyaHsa 3a
KaneHgapem rpuropisHCbKUM, a CbOroaHi
ue 6yno 6 26-ro rpyaHs (tonisitHCbka garta
3a FPUropisiHCbKMM KaneHgapeM nepenge
3 13 agHiB Ao 14 HanpwukiHui moTtoro 2100
p. — i Tak Big 2101 p. Mn mycinun 6
CBATKYBaTK PizaBo Ha 8-ro ciuHA!) 3a uum
KaneHgapeM — ane 3aTpUMaHHs TOro X
AHs, sk 6yno go 1900 p. Aa€ YMCNEHHUM
NpaBOC/AABHMM, AKi CBATKYIOTb 3a

«I am a Christian» (St. Peter’s
confession, reported by Simeon
Ivanovich Yanovsky in his letter to
Abbot Damascene of the Valaam
Monastery)

On December 25 on the
Gregorian Calendar (which is December
12 on the Julian), according to the
Ukrainian Orthodox Calendar-Almanac
Ridna Nyva for 2010, we celebrate the
memory of a First Nations Orthodox
Martyr, St. Peter the Aleut. His memory
is celebrated together with that of St.
Herman of Alaska who was born to
Heaven (reposed in the Lord) on that
day. [It was actually December 13,
which, until 1900, was December 25 on
the Gregorian Calendar, and, today,
would be December 26 (the Julian date
on the Gregorian Calendar will change to
14 from 13 days at the end of February
in 2100 - as of 2101 we should be
celebrating Christmas on January 8!) on
that Calendar - but keeping the day as it
was until 1900 provides, for many
Orthodox retaining the Julian calendar,
an alternative to the highly
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IONISSHCbKMM KasleHAapeM anbTepHaTUBy
[0 CUbHO KOMEPLINHOIo rpuropisHCbKOro
PizgBa — To6T0 CBATO CB. N'EepMaHa
ANACKMHCbKOrO].

Mam’aTb CB. MNeTpa CBATKYETbCS
pa3oM 3i CB. lepmaHoM MabyTb TOMY, LUO
ue Cs. lepMaH caMe nepLwmnit BU3HAB MOro
CBATICTb, K nobaummo pganbe. KaxyTb,
Lo Moro aneyTcbke iM’a — KyHrarHak.
MpasaonoaibHo BiH HApPOAMBCS Ha OCTPOBI
Kogisik B AneyTcbkmnx OcTpoBax ANsCKu.
MpaBocnasHi MicioHapi npnbynun oo
Anacku 3 Banaamcbkoro MoHactups B
Pocii B 1794-My p. YepHeub 'epmaH (kK
caMe Ha3mMBaBCS BiH NMPW HAPOLXEHHI —
HeBiAOMO), Wo Hapoaueca B CeprnyXosi
Hernoaanik Big MOCKBU,- EANHUI 3-TOMIX
HMX, WO 3iCTaBCs XMBUM (Ta 3aJMLWLNBCH B
Ansfcui) i cnyXuB 3 MafneHbKoro
CocHoBoro OcTpoBa 40 CBOrO YNOKOEHHS
B 1837-My p. KyHrarHak — oauH 3
UNCNEHHUX aneyTuiB, AKi OXpecTUnmnch y
Bipy MpaBocnasHy. Janu nomy im’'s
MeTpo.

Woro BiaaaHictb Xpucrtosi 6yna
wmpocepgeyHa, sik onosigae CumeoH
IBaHOBUY AHOBCbKWI, TOJIOBHUN
yrnpasuTenb poCiNCbKOI KONbOHIi B Anacui
Big 1818 no 1820 pp., y 3BiTi Npo
My4yeHuUTBO lMeTpa Ha 24-ro BepecHs/7-ro
XXOBTHS (Y TOM Xe AeHb HanvacTiwe
CBATKYIOTb Nam’siTe rioro) 1815 p.,
AatoBaHuin 15-ro nwotoro 1820 p. Joswy
poO3MoBiAb NPO Le 3HaxXoAuMO B JIUCTI,
SIKOro BiH Hanucas 22-ro ninctonaga 1865
p. Irymeny [lamackunHy, BanaamMcbkoro
MoHacTups, 3Biakn npnbys CB. M'epmaH i
noro 6patTa- MoHaxu NOCNYXNTU
Hapogosi B Anscui. (CMMeoH, skuin
3aBepLIMB CBOK 3eMHY NOAOPOX, SK
CxmnmoHax Ceprin y MoHacTtumpi CB. TuxoHa
Kany3sbkoro,- i € 0CHOBHUM [XepesioM
BiJOMOCTEN Mpo XUTTS 1 cnyxiHHA Cs.
FepmaHa).

Metpo 6yB 04HMM 3 pOBITHUKIB
Pocincbko-AMepukaHcbkoi ®ipMu, WO
NontBaB Ha THJeHi Ta BUAPW Ha
y36epexoki KanidopHii, sKoto Ha Ton 4ac
BONIOAINM ecnaHui. BiH 6yB 3aTpmMMaHuit

commercialized Gregorian Christmas -
the Feast of St. Herman of Alaska].

St. Peter’s commemoration
together with that of St. Herman’s may
be because it was St. Herman who first
acclaimed his sainthood as we shall see
below. His Aleut name is said to be
Cungagnagq. It is likely that he was born
on Kodiak Island in the Aleutian Islands
of Alaska. Orthodox missionaries had
come to Alaska from Valaam Monastery
in Russia in 1794. The monk, Herman
(his birth name is not known), born in
Serpukhov near Moscow, was the only
one of them who survived (and
remained in Alaska) to minister from the
tiny Spruce Island until his repose in
1837. Cungagnaq was one of the many
Aleuts who was baptized into the
Orthodox Faith. He was given the name
Peter.

His commitment to Christ was
evidently a wholehearted one as Simeon
Ivanovich Yanovsky, chief manager of
the Russian colony in Alaska from 1818
to 1820, related in a report on Peter’s
martyrdom on September 24/October 7
(the day he is most commonly
celebrated), 1815, dated February 15,
1820. A lengthier account is found in the
letter he wrote on November 22, 1865,
to Abbot Damascene of the Valaam
Monastery, whence St. Herman and his
brother Monks had come to minister to
the people of Alaska. (Simeon, who
completed his earthly sojourn as the
Schema-Monk Sergius in the St. Tikhon
of Kaluga Monastery, is the chief source
of information about the life and
ministry of St. Herman).

Peter was one of the employees
of the Russian American Company
hunting for seal and otter off the coast
of California, at that time held by Spain.
He was arrested by Spanish soldiers,
together with other Aleuts, and
imprisoned in San Pedro (today one of
the suburbs of Los Angeles). This arrest
prompted Spanish Roman Catholic
missionaries (Simeon says they were




€CNaHCbKMMW BOSAKAMWN Pa3oM 3 iHLWNMU
aneytusamu i ys'azHeHun y CaH Megpo
(cboroaHi ue nepeamicrsa Jloc
AHaxenoca). Lleih apewT cnoHykaB
eCcrnaHcbkmnx Pumo-Katonnubkumx
MicioHapiB (CuMeoH Kaxe, wo ue 6ynn
€3YiTK, ane BOHN HaneBHO 6ynu
dpaHUiWKaHLi) NouikaBnuTMCS AyWweto
yB'i3HEHMX. Y NOCnigoBHOCTI 3
NnoNynsipHMM NOrNsa40M CTOCOBHO
NMPUHAaNeXHOoCTi A0 BipoCcnoBigHOI
CNiNbHOTKU, AKUIM Binblue NOB'A3aHUN 3
i4E0M0riE0 aHiXX TeoNoriet, MicioHapi
Hanonaranu, wob aneyTui NpUAHAAN
XpeLlleHHS, MOBNAB iIXHA y4yacTb Y
BipoCnoBiAHiM cninbHOTI MNMpaBociaBHin

pobuna ix «EpeTMKkaMmu Ta CXxmsMaTukKamm».,

AneyTui 30BCiM He TaK pO3yMinu
cBolo Bipy i BOHM pilly4de BigMOBASANUCS
niaaaTMcs BUMOraM ecrnaHuiB, HaBiTb Mig
3arpo3o0to0 TopTyp Ta cMepTi. MeTpo
nepwmM nocrpaxaas. BiH HapewTi noMep
yepes BTpaATy KpOBi nicna cepii amnyTtauin,
no sKin BiH 3icTaBca 6e3 pyK Ta Hir
(3ayBaxTe, wo B IkoHi CB. MeTpo nigHic
CBOM pYKy, W06 nokasaTu, WO BOHA NOMY
nosepHeHa B BiYHOMY LlapcTBi, aKOro BiH
OCSITHYB CBOIM HEMOXUTHUM TepniHHAM
paau Xpucta). Cs. NeTpo 4o caMoro KiHus
TpUMaBCs CBOro CNoBigaHHA Bipu: «4 -
XpUCTUAHUH>». PelwiTa aneyTuiB YHUKHYN
MOro noni, KoM B OCTAHHIO XBUIIUHY
HacniB HaKa3 HeramHo 3BiNbHWAM TX Ta
nonposaavan Ao M. MoHTepen.

Byayun 3acninneHi CeKTaHTCbKOK
ineonorieto, myunteni Cs. lNeTpo He
no4vynu Aokip, HatxHeHun Ce. [lyxom, y
TUX CnoBax. Y HaluX vyacax BUABMSAETLCA,
WO Teonoriga Aewo nepesnumnnia
iaeonorito, i LK nepecTtopoory, 34a€TbCH,
HapewTi noyynu. Hanpuknag, usa IkoHa,
Ky MW TyT onybnikyBann, HanmcaHa
pyKot ikoHorpada, AHoto lekep, siky
nonpocue 3pobuTn Le e3yiT, 0. Pei
Byubko, aHTpononor Ty6inbuis.
3BOpYyLWANBUIA oNUC (@HMNINCbKOK MOBOIO)
npouecy HanucaHHSA uiei IkoHM 3HaxoanMo
OCb TyT.

MOX/IMBO LUbOro X 0. byubka

Jesuits, but they were most probably
Franciscans) to take an interest in the
souls of the prisoners. In keeping with a
common view of faith community
membership that has more to do with
ideology than theology, the missionaries
insisted that the Aleuts be baptized, as
their participation in the community of
Orthodox faithful was deemed to make
them «heretics and schismatics».

This was not at all the way the
Aleuts viewed their faith and they
resolutely refused to acquiesce to the
Spaniards’ demands even upon threat of
torture and death. Peter was the first to
suffer. He finally died of loss of blood
after a series of amputations which left
him without hands or feet (note that in
the Icon that St. Peter holds up his hand
to show that it has been restored to him
in the eternal Kingdom to which he has
attained by his steadfast endurance in
the name of Christ). To the very end
Peter maintained his confession of faith:
«I am a Christian». The rest of the
Aleuts were spared at the last moment
by an order that they be released
immediately and escorted to Monterey.

Blinded by sectarian ideology, St.
Peter’s tormentors did not hear the
Holy-Spirit-inspired reproach in those
words. In our day, when theology
appears to have gained some ground
over ideology, the message has
apparently been heard. In fact the Icon
we have reproduced here was written by
the hand of an iconographer, Ina
Hecker, who was asked to do this by a
Jesuit, Fr. Ray Bucko, an anthropologist
of First Nations peoples. Ina’s moving
testimony of the process of creating this
Icon may be found here.

It may be that the same Fr.

Bucko was moved by the desire for
reconciliation of conflicting Christian
communities to link St. Peter the Aleut,
martyred as a result of this most tragic
conflict, with a Polish Roman Catholic
martyr, the Jesuit, St. Andrzej Bobola,
tortured to death by Ukrainian Kozaks
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CnoHykano 6axaHHs, Wwob 3pocTano
MPUMUPEHHS MOMiIX KOHMIKTYOUYMMU
XPUCTUAHCBbKMMM CRiNIbHOTaMU, i NOEQHATH
Cs. lNeTpa AneyTCcbKOro, CTpaxaaHHs
sikoro 6yno HacnigKoOM LUbOro TpariyHoro
KOHMNIKTY, 3 NO/IbCbKNUM PUMO-
KaToNMubknM MyyeHnkoM, CB. AHOpPIEM
Bboboneto, AKOro 3aMy4dmnsiv yKpaiHCbKi
Ko3aku 16-ro TpaBHsa 1657 p., nigyac
MOBCTaHHA 3a XMeNbHULbKOro. TyT
MOXEMO 3HaNTU IKOHY LMX ABOX
MyuJeHuKiB, ki 06HIMalOTb 0gHE OA4HOrO, a
pa3oM 3 UMM i MonnTBY Npo EAHICTDL
XpucTusH.

3BUYANHO € MOBaXHIi Pi3HMUI MiX
umMu Mydenmkamu. Metpo 6yB
MUPSAHUHOM, @ AHApI 6yB CBSALWEHNKOM
opAeHy, siIKkoro npasocnaBHi Ko3aku
6aunna, Ak areHTa HacubHO
NpO3eniTyuMX KaToNMLbKMUX BlacTen.
AHTaroHiam 6yB 0co6sMBoO rocTpuii
BHacninok bepectelcbkoi YHii 1596 p. (B
AKiN 6inbLWwicte €Ennckonis KMiBCbKOI
MuTpononii NnpuiHAAN Bnaan PUMMcbKoro
Manwn, i TakKNMM YMHOM MOBCTaNo
BipocnosigHa cninbHOTa YKpaiHuis 'peko-
KaTonwukis), i BiAHOBNEHHSA YKpaiHCbKOI
lMpaBocnaBHOI iepapxii nig 0XOpPOHOLO
Ko3akiB y 1620-My p. (9KOro y3akoHUB
CenM lMNonbcbkoi Peuyi MocnonuTtoi nvwe B
1632-My p.). Takox, TOpTypyBaHHs leTpa
6yna cTpaTerieto (30BCiM HeBAasno)
BUMYCUTW nepexia Ha iHwy Bipy, a o.
AHapis HaneBHO 6yno BucnoBoM (orMgHuUM
i No3a onpaBAaHHSAM) MHiIBY Ta HEHABUCTU
00 pexunMy, KOro yBaxanum rHiTioumm.
OpHak ao Tiei Mipu, wo i Metpo i AHapin
obunaBa NOCBATUINCS ABHOMY €AHAHHIO 3
XpUCTOM, SIK Y XWUTTi, TaK i B cMepTi — He
cynepeydnTb AYXOBHIM iCTMHI iX yBaxaTtn -
i cCBATKYBaTK — gK 6paTiB y Bipi B Xpucra,
sIka OCHOBaHa Ha Teosnorii (NisHaBaHHS
Bora MonnTBOIO i XUTTAM), SIKa CTOITb
BULLE igeonorii.

Mouyswwn Big CMmeoHa Npo
MydyeHuuTtso lMeTpa, CeB. 'epMaH 3anuTas,
SAK HA3MBAETbCSA LLEN HEMOXUTHUN IOHUI
aneyteub, KM Tak ycniwHo nobopos
CBOIX MyuunTesniB CBOE Bipoto ax ao
cMmepTi. NoyvyBLlK BigNOBIAb, BiH

on May 16, 1657, during the
Khmelnyts'kyy uprising. An iconic
representation of the two Martyrs
embracing, together with a prayer for
Christian unity, is found here.

There are, of course, important
differences between the Martyrs. Peter
was a layman, while Andrzej was a
priest of an order which the Orthodox
Kozaks would have viewed as an agent
of the forcibly proselytizing Catholic
authorities. Antagonism was particularly
keen in the wake of the Union of
Berestya of 1596 (by which the majority
of Bishops of the Kyivan Metropolia
accepted the authority of the Pope of
Rome, thus forming the Ukrainian
Greco-Catholic communion) and the
reconstitution of the Ukrainian Orthodox
hierarchy under the protection of the
Kozaks in 1620 (which was legalized by
the Parliament - Sejm - of the Polish
Commonwealth only in 1632). Also,
Peter’s torture was a (singularly
ineffective) strategy to force a transfer
of a faith allegiance, while Fr. Andrzej’s
was undoubtedly an expression
(abominable and inexcusable) of anger
and hatred of what was seen as an
oppressive regime. Nonetheless, to the
extent that both Peter and Andrzej were
both committed to manifest union with
Christ by their life - and death - it is not
contradictory to spiritual truth to
recognize — and celebrate - them as
brothers in a Faith in Christ, which is
founded upon a theology (knowing God
through prayer and life) which
transcends ideology.

Upon hearing from Simeon of
Peter’'s martyrdom, St. Herman asked
what was the name of the resolute
young Aleut, who thus successfully
overcame his tormentors by his faith
unto death. When told it, he turned
reverently towards an Icon (perhaps of
the the Lord Who overcame death by His
death) and cried: «Holy New-Martyr
Peter, pray to God for us». St. Herman’s
proclamation was confirmed in 1970 by
two Russian Orthodox Communions in
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noBepHYBCS NO60XHO A0 IKOHM (MOXINBO
0o IkoHn Xpucta, Aknii nobopos cMepTIo
CBOEI CMepPTb) | BUKIIMKHYB: «CBATUM
HoBoMy4eHuky lNetpe, Mmonu bora 3a
Hac!» MNporonoweHHs Ce. NepMaHa
niaTeepamnn B 1970-my p. aBi Pociicbki
lMpaBocnaBHi BipoOCMoBiAgHI CifIbHOTU B
MiBHiYHin AMepuui, NMpaBocnaBHa Llepksa
B Amepuui (MUA) Ta Pocilicbka
MpaenocnaeHa LlepkBa 3arpaHn4Ha
(PMLU3) napanenbHUMM NiTypriyHnMm
ypoUnCToCcTAMM (CbOroaHi Ui ABi
CMiNIbHOTU, SIKi KOMUCb 3Maranmncsa ogHa 3
OAHOI0,- Y comnmpurYacTi NoMix coboto).

Hexalt npknaa Ce. MNeTpa,
MyuyekHUKa-NiApPOCTKa, NOAAE HaM
HaTXHEHHS 6yTn GiNbl HEMOXUTHUMK Ta
BigNopHMMM y cBOin Bipi B locnoaa
Jlobosi Ta PagocTi, wob KoXHUIA 3 Hac, Y
CBili BnacHui cnoci6, pobus cBin Bkag y
3pPOCTaHHS NMPUMMPEHHS MOMIX N0AbMU Ta
CriflIbHOTaMU CBIiTY. AMiHb.

North America, the Orthodox Church of
America (OCA) and the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia
(ROCOR), who canonized this second
(St. Juvenaly, in 1796, was the first)
Orthodox North American Martyr in
parallel liturgical solemnities (today
these two - formerly rival - communities
are in communion with each other).

May St. Peter the teen-age
Martyr, inspire us all to greater
resoluteness and resiliency in our faith
in the Lord of Love and Joy, so that we
may, each in their own way, contribute
to the growth of reconciliation among
the people and communities of the
world. Amen.




