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«BbnarocnoBeHHa TU MiX XiHKaMu
pycbkumu, 60 TM nonobuna ceiTno Ta
nokuHyna tempsaBy» (Matpiapx CB.
MonieBkT npu XpeuweHHi CB. Onbru)

Y MeHe - ocobucTta noiuaHa o

Benukoi KHarmni Kuiscbkoi CB. Onbru,
nam'saTb AKOI M1 CBATKYEMO 24-ro NUMNHA 3a
rpyropiaHceknm kaneHgapem (ue — 11-ro
NWNHS 3a toniaHcbkum). Most 6abycsa no
B6aTbkoBi €neHa (Tak BYKOBUHL KaXyTb Ha
«OneHy»), noginana ii XpecHe iM’sa, Ta 1 o
SKOICb Mipy 1 1T XNTTEBI 06CTaBUHK, 6O X
noBAoBINa B BilHi i Mycina cama 6e3 myxa
BMXOBYBaTH 3-0X CUHIB i fouky. [T ycnix y
LbOMY HENerkoMy 3aBOaHHI0 MPOLOBXUB
Min 6aTbko, KOpin, kM Tex NOBLOBIB i
MYyCiB BMXOBaTN 2-0X AiTOYOK
(Hanmonogwa, €neHa, Mae iMm’sl cBO€eT
6abyci), konu Hala Mama 3acHyna B
locnogi. A MeHi, cTapllomy 3 HUX, Mama nig
HaTXHEHHSAM MPOYUTAHOT HEIO PaHHbLOI
icTopii Ykpainun, gana im’a myxa Cs. Onbru,

“Blessed are you among the women of
Rus’, for you have forsaken the
darkness and have loved the Light”
(Patriarch St. Polyeuctus at St. OI’ha’s
Baptism)

| have a personal devotion to the
Great Knyahynia of Kyiv, St. O'ha, whose
memory is celebrated on July 24 on the
Gregorian Calendar (which is July 11 on
the Julian). My paternal grandmother
Yelena (Helen) shared Olha’s baptismal
name, and, to some extent, her life
situation, since she became a war-widow
and had to raise 3 sons and a daughter as
a single parent. Her success at this
difficult challenge was carried on by my
father, George, who became a widower
and had to raise 2 small children (the
youngest, Helen, has her grandmother’s
name) as a single parent, when our
mother fell asleep in the Lord. And I, the
elder of these, was given the name lhor (a
most unusual one in the northern Alberta
community of my youth — and | was
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Irop (Byno BOHO OyXe He3BMYaNHUM Y
HaLLOMy cepeaoBULLi B MiBHIYHIN AnbbepTi
B Yaci MOro oHaLTBa i MeHe 4acTo LM
APasHUIM — a MeHi ue Hagano novyTTs
BOSYHOCTI 3@ CBOE NOXOMKEHHS). [Jo Toro x
mMosi XpecHa Matn — Ornibra (Tak rosopunm
GyKOBUHCbKI YKpaiHLi) Byaxek 3 pogy
Knbomnac!

CeaTa gincHo Gyna XiHKoto
0cob6nMBOIO, SIK NULLE B Ui CTATTi NPO Hel
(aHrnincekoto mosoto) OnekcaHgp PomaH:
OCb TyT. BoHa - ypogkmHeLb JaBHBOrO
MmicTa lNckoBa (CbOrogHi ue niBHiYHo-
3axigHa Pocis, 6nm3bko EcToHcbKOro
KOPOOHY), BAPA3bKOro NMOXOMKEHHS, SIK
BMAOHO 3 Ti iMEHi, CITOB’AHI30BAHOr0 3 iMEHi
«lenray, Wwo o3Havyae «CBATta» (BOHO
TaKOX XIHOYMI BapiaHT iMeHi «['enri», Wwo B
YKpaTHCbKO-CIOB’AHCLKOMY BapiaHTi cTano
imeHem «Onery).

Ii xopoBpicTb Ta MyApiCTb MOXHA
ni3HaTX B PO3MoBiai Npo ii 3ycTpiy 3
ManbyTHIM Ti Myxem, KHaszem Knicbkum
Iropem (no-BapsisabkoMy «lHrBap») 6nm3bko
903 p. (sk onucye B it XKummito Cs.
OumunTtpin PocToBcbkuin). KHA3L nontoBas
6ing piukn Benukoi i Tpeba 6yno nomy
nepennucTu ii. Nobaune tOHaKa B YOBHI i
OOMOBMBCS NMpo nepei3a. A BXXe B YOBHI BiH
3ayBaxuB, LLO OHAK — CNpaBAi AiB4YnHa. .. i
3aBopywmnacek y KHasesi npuctpacTb.
Onbra (ue x 6yna BoHa) Myapo
BiQLUTOBXHYMa MOro 3arpaBaHHs,
HanoMuHal4n NoMy Npo Te, LLO NOMY, AK
KHa3eBi nnuntb 6yTK Nprknagom Ansi CBoixX
nigaaHmx, Wob BOHW MOro noBa)kanu Ta
HMM 3axonBanmcb, a He CMisiNncs 3
npuBoay MOro HeBramoBHOCTI. [10 LbOro x
Jofana, Lo BOHa HEYXUITbHO Bupilmna
36eperTu cBo 4YecTb — Xo4 61 TO 1 Ha AHi
pidkn. KHasesi 3aimnoHyBanu ii xopobpicTb
Ta MyApICTb i 3aMiCTb CTaTU KOXaHKOH0,
BOHa CTarno NoMy LPY>KMHOIO.

BonogiHHa Irops Hag semnamu Pyci
no3Ha4yeHe KOHMNIKTaMun — Lie XK 30BCiM He
HaA3BMYANHO B TUX AHSAX. Mloro Hackoku Ha
BizaHTito goBenu fo yroam 3 IMnepieto B
945 p., HeBOOB3I A0 NOro CMepPTi 3 PyK

teased a lot about it but it strengthened
my sense of my roots), after St. O'ha’s
husband, by my mother, who was inspired
to do so upon reading the early history of
Ukraine. In addition to this, my Godmother
is Olga Budzak née Klompas!

The Saint was a truly remarkable
woman as we may read in this article
about her by Alexander Roman: click
here. Hailing from the ancient city of
Pskov in what is today north-western
Russia, near the Estonian border, she
was of Norse stock, as evidenced by her
name, which is the Slavicised version of
“Helga”, which means “holy” (it is also the
female version of the name “Helgi”, which
became “Oleh” in the Ukrainian Slavonic
version).

Her courage and wisdom are in
evidence in the story of her meeting with
her future husband, Knyaz' Ihor (Norse
“Ingvar”) of Kyiv about the year 903
(recounted in her Vita by St. Demetrius of
Rostov). The Knyaz’ was hunting near the
Velyka river and needed to get across. He
saw a youth on a boat and was able to
negotiate a ride. On the boat, he
discovered that the youth was a young
woman and desire stirred in the Knyaz'.
Orha (for it was she) wisely rebuffed his
advances reminding him that, as Knyaz’,
he had to set an example for his subjects
so that they would respect and admire him
instead of laughing at his exploits of lust.
She added that she was determined to
maintain her chastity - at the bottom of the
river if need be. The Knyaz’ was
impressed by her courage and wisdom
and instead of a mistress she became his
wife.

Ihor’s reign over the lands of Rus’
was marked by conflicts — not at all
unusual in that day. His incursions into
Byzantium brought about a negotiated
treaty with the Empire in 945, shortly
before his death at the hands of the
Derevlianian Slavs from whom he was
gathering (excessive) tribute. Knyahynia
Orha, realizing that she had now to



http://www.ukrainian-orthodoxy.org/saints/otherSaints/olga.htm
http://www.ukrainian-orthodoxy.org/saints/otherSaints/olga.htm
http://www.ukrainian-orthodoxy.org/saints/otherSaints/olga.htm

CNOB’SIHCLKOro NremeHi [lepeBnsH, Big SKnx
BiH 30MpaB (KaXXyTb HaAMipHY) AaHWHY.
KHsarnHa Onbra 3posymina, Wwo BoHa
MYCUTb HEFANHO NMPOSIBUTU KPaMHIO CUny,
SKWo 36epertu Bnagy Hag cBOiMU
nigaaHnmn. BoHa gomornacs XopcToKol
po3nnaTu [epeBnsHam, a Togi Boanaca ao
pedopmu npoueaypu 36UpaHHa gaHUHK
(cborogHi Mm 6 kazanu «nopaTkiB»)
3aCHyBaBLUM ANSA UbOro agMiHiCTpaTUBHI
LEeHTpMW.

3 orngagy Ha Te, Wo CuH lropsa 1
Onbru, CeaATOoCnas, cnagkoemMelb
npectony, 6yB Wwe gutaTkom, To Onbra
ctana Ynpasutenem KuiBcbkol gepxasu
OOKM BiH OCArHe NoBHOMITTA . Y LbOMY Yaci
il npuBabuna €saHrenia Xp1ctoBa i BOHa
3abaxana npunHATn CeaTe XpeLweHHs. Y
954 p BoHa noganacs 3i cBoIM ¢ofI0TOM y
KoHcTaHTMHONOMb 3 HAMIpOM NoeaHaTUCs y
Bipi 3 BizaHTilCbKOIO iMMEpIEtD, a TakoX
NPO4EMOHCTpYBaTN CUNYy 1
camopgocTtaTHicTb KuiBcbkoi Pyci. OxpecTtus
1T cam MNaTpiapx. CB. [NonieBKT NPOMOBUB Li
BiLLLi crnoBa Hapg Heto: «bnarocnoseHHa Tn
MiX XiHKamMn pycbkumm, 60 Tn nonobuna
CBITIO Ta NOKMHYyna Tempsey. |
©onarocnoensaTMMyTb Tebe cuHu Pyci, ax go
OCTaHHbOrO NMOKOMiIHHA TBOTX OHYKIBY.

XpecHum 6aTtbkom Onbrn 6ys cam
IMnepaTop KoHcTaHTH barpsHopoaHUA.
IcHye uikaBa po3noBigb Npo Te, Ha4ebTo
IMnepaTop nonpocue 6yB pyKy OBAOBINOI
Onbrun y wntobi. Lle gosoni
HenpaegonoaioHe, 60 x Onbra Toai BXe
Oyna gocutb y nitax. Ane sKWwo Take 1
Oyno, ue mir 6yt npuknagom BizaHTincbKoi
aunnomarii, Wwob npoBipnTK, AKi came
HaMipwu B Uiel YnpaBuTenbkn gep>xasu, AKoi
3pocTaroyda NoTYXKHICTb CNpUYMHIOBaNa
Oesiki HenoKoeHHs anst Imneparopa. Akwo 6
Onbra BigmoBunacs, To ue MoxHa 6yno 6
CNpUIHATK, K obpaay, i Togi byna 6
nigctaBa Hanactu Ha pnoT — i Mir 6u 6yTn
ycnix 60 yboro 6 He cnogiBanucsa A akwo 6
BOHa noroaunacs 1o ue 6 nokasano, Lo ii
crnpaBxHiin Hamip 3aBxam 6yB 30o0yTH
AOCTyn A0 iMNepcbKOro npecrtony, i ue
3ycunns piBHOX MoxHa 6yrno 6 Bigbutu. Ta
konu Onbra nonpocuna Imnepatopa 6yTtu

display extreme force if she were to
maintain her subjects in check, exacted a
terrible vengeance on the Derevlianians,
but then proceeded to reform the process
of gathering tribute (today we would say
“taxes”) by establishing administrative
centres for that purpose.

Since the son of lhor and Ol'ha,
Sviatoslav, the heir to the throne, was an
infant, OI'ha became regent of the Kyivan
state until he reached the age of majority.
During this time she also became
attracted by the Gospel of Christ and
sought Baptism. She travelled with her
fleet to Constantinople in 954, seeking to
become one in Faith with the Byzantine
Empire, but also to demonstrate the
power and independence of Kyivan Rus’.
She was baptized by the Patriarch
himself. St. Polyeuctus spoke over her
these prophetic words: "Blessed are you
among the women of Rus’, for you have
forsaken the darkness and have loved the
Light. The people of Rus’ shall bless you
in all the future generations, from your
grandson and great-grandson to your
furthermost descendants."

The Byzantine Emperor himself,
Constantine Porphyrogenitos, was her
Godfather. There is an interesting account
to the effect that the Emperor had asked
for the hand of the widowed Or'ha in
marriage. There is some doubt about this,
as Ol'ha would have been quite old at the
time. If true, however, this may have been
an example of Byzantine diplomacy to
determine the intentions of this regent of a
state whose rising power was a matter of
concern for the Emperor. If OI'ha refused,
this could be taken as an insult and thus
provide a pretext for an attack on her fleet
- which might succeed due to the element
of surprise. If she agreed, this would show
that her intentions had really been to gain
access to the imperial throne and this
attempt could be rebuffed as well. When
Orlha instead asked the Emperor to be her
Godfather she brilliantly avoided the
diplomatic trap. She would not be
expected to marry him, since he was now




XpecHum 6aTbkoM, TO BOHA LM CaMUM
Onunckyye oMuMHyna gunnomMaTudHy nNacTky.
HixTo He cnoaiBaTumeTbes, LWOO BOHA
noBiH4Yanacs 3 HUM, 60 X BiH cTaB il
XpecHuM 6aTbkoM, a LWsxX aAns gpyxHix —
ane He nignernnx — 3B’4A3kiB 3
BizaHTiCcbKOM iMMepieto Takn 3anumnsecs
BiAKPUTUM

Onbra noctynana po3BaxHo y
CBOEMY MOKMMKaHHIO, Boriogaps
XPUCTUSAHKN NPUBECTN CBIN Hapig 4o
XpucTta. BoHa BliaHyBana Ackonbaa w
[upa, cBoix nonepeaHukiB (a MOXe
nonepegHuka, 60 X 4exTo TBepAnTb, L0
obuaBa iMmeHa BigHOCATLCA 40 TOro X
camoro 4onosika) Ha Kniscekomy npectoni
— i B Bipi Xpuctogin, skux (4n gakoro) Oner
(wo 6yB Bonogapem nepeg Iropem) 6ys
3abus, w006 3abpatn npecton. 3pobuna ue
crnopyavsLlm asa Xpamu (Cs. Mukonato —
TO6TO «nepeMoxLeBi» - i CB. IpeHi — TOOTO
«MUPpHIN») Ha Ackonbgosi Moruni. BoHa He
HacToloBana Ha ToMy, Wwob i nigaaHi, um n
1T cuH CesaTocnas, HaBepHynucs Ao ii Bipu.
BoHa posipsna, o BoHa 3pocTtatume
nomix i niggaHnMn, sik 3akBacka B TiCTi, Ta
LLO BOHM 3rogoMm 3pobnaTb NpaBUIbHUM
BMOGIp KONM HacTUrHe Ha Te nopa.

CesiTocnas 3i CBOET CTOPOHU
3anuLLINBCA A3MYHMKOM 0 KiHLSA CBOET
3eMHOI MaHApPIBKM, X0 BiH i LWWaHyBaB
XpuUCTuUSiH | gaBaB iM MNOBHY cBoboay 1
npusHaHHg. Bonogmumunp, cuH Cesatocnaea i
cnyxHuui Onbrn Manywwi, ocsirHyBLUY
npecTon, cnoYyaTKy Hamarascs NigcunuTu
MOKJTOHIHHS i 3BUYail A3NYHUKIB, BKIMIOYHO 3
NOACBKUM XepTBOMPUHOLLEHHAM. Llen eTan
/ioro BonogiHHs TpuBaBs He AoBro. Moro
NeBHO 3BOpYLUMNA FreporcbKka CMepTb
Bapssbkux MyyeHukis Peofopa n IBaHa
(ocb TYT), @ Bynn 1 iHWI CNOHYKN NPUAHATH
Bipy noro 6abyci Cs. Onbru. 3oBciM NEBHO,
npuknag, ii Bigearn Ta MygpocTi rmmboko
BAAUHYNM Ha CB. Bonognmupa. A yepes
Hboro mpis Onbrn Npo Te, Wo KOnnchb
npocsiTUTb Bipa Xpuctoa Kuiscbky Pych
Ta iHWIi KpaiHu Taku 3gincHunacs.

YkpaiHui 30kpemMa, ane TakoX i
pocisHK, 6inopycu Ta iHWi cnagkoemui

her Godfather, and the way was left open
for fraternal — but not subordinate —
relations with the Byzantine Empire.

Or'ha proceeded prudently in her
vocation as a Christian ruler to bring her
people to Christ. She gave honour to
Askold and Dir, her predecessors (or
possibly predecessor, since some
maintain that the two names may refer to
the same man) on the throne of Kyiv - and
in the Christian Faith, whom Oleh (who
had ruled before Ihor) had killed to take
over their throne. She did so by building
two Churches (to St. Nicholas — meaning
“the conqueror” — and St. Irene — meaning
“peaceful one”) on the Askold Burial
Mount. She did not insist on her subjects’
— nor her son, Sviatoslav’s, conversion to
the Faith. She trusted it to grow gradually,
like yeast in dough, among her subjects,
who, she trusted, would make the right
choice when the time came.

Sviatoslav, for his part, remained a
pagan to his last days although he
respected Christians and gave them full
freedom and recognition. Volodymyr, the
son of Sviatoslav and of Ol'ha’s
maidservant, Malusha, upon coming to
the throne, at first sought to strengthen
pagan worship and traditions, including
human sacrifice. This phase of his rule
was short-lived, however. | have
speculated that he may have been moved
by the heroic death of the Varangian
Martyrs, Theodore and John ( click here ),
as well as by other considerations in
deciding to adopt the Faith of his
grandmother, St. Ol'ha. It is however
certain that her courageous example and
wisdom had a profound influence upon St.
Volodymyr. And through him, Olha’s
dream of the Faith of Christ enlightening
Kyivan Rus’ and other lands came to
fruition.

Ukrainians especially, as well as
Russians, Belarusians and other
beneficiaries of the legacy of Kyivan Rus’,
have much for which to be grateful as we
commemorate St. OI'ha. May her example
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ckapbiB KniBcbkoi Pyci noBuHHI 6yt gyxe
BOsYHMMKM CB. Onb3i, AKy NOMMHAEMO.
Hexaw 1i npuknag 3BopyLlye 1 Hac, gK Le
oyno 3i Ce. Bonognmupom, HamaraTtucs
Lopas cunbHiwe BcTaHosntoBaTth Llapcteo
XpucToBe B HaLLMX Cepusax Ta B CBITi
HaBKOJ1O Hac. AMiHb.

move us, as it did St. Volodymyr, to seek
to establish ever more firmly the Kingdom
of Christ in our hearts and in the world
around us. Amen.
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