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THE SILINGOF SAGSHEUS

«(BiH) 6a)kaB 6aunTmn Icyca, XT0 BiH>»

MpaBocnaBHUI piK CKNafaETbCcsa 3 KONic
yacy, §Ki cniBaitoTb nomix coboto. Mepwe
BEJ/INKE KOJSIeCO OCHOBAHe Ha pyXOBi HawWoi
naaHeTu, 3eMni, HaBKONO COHLUS — Le X
COHSYHMI KaneHaap. Y UbOMYy KOneci BCi
HepyxoMi CBsTa, a MiXX HUMWU rONOBHIWI —
Benuki Mocnoacobki Mpa3sHuku (Taki, Sk
PizgBo Ta borosiBrieHHs), K TaKox
Mpa3Hukn boropoaumui Ta n CeBATUX.

[pyre koneco ocHoBaHe Ha pyxoBi Micaus
HaBKOJ10 3eM/i — Le MiCAYHUI KaneHaap.
Lle koneco ocHoBaHe Ha CsATi i3 CBAT —
Ha BockpeceHHto Nocnopa Haworo Icyca
XpucTta. BoHO TakoX noB’sa3aHe 3 neplmnm
konecom, 60 x yci NMpaBocnaBHi 3aBXaun
CBATKYOTb lNpa3HuUK BockpeceHHs
FocnogHboro B nepwy Heainto nicns
MOBHOIO MicsAUS NiCNs BECHSAHOro
piBHOAEHHS, K€ 04EeBUAHO 3aJ1eXWUTb Bia

“"He sought to see who Jesus was"”

The Orthodox year is composed of
wheels of time interacting with each
other. One great wheel is the wheel
which is based on the movement of the
Earth around the Sun - that is, the Solar
calendar. This wheel contains the
immovable commemorations - chief
among them, the great Feasts of our
Lord (such as Nativity and Theophany),
as well as the Feasts of the Theotokos
and of the Saints and the Angels.

Another wheel is based on the
movement of the Moon around the Earth
- the Lunar calendar. This wheel is
founded upon the Feast of Feasts - the
Resurrection of our Lord. It is also linked
to the first wheel, for the Feast of the
Resurrection is always celebrated by all
the Orthodox on the first Sunday after
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COHSIYHOro KaneHaaps, TobTto pyxy 3emni
HaBkono CoHuA.

Ane MM paxyeMo, WO Le piBHOAEHHS
npunaga€ Ha 21 6epe3Hs 3a FOnisHCbKUM
KaJsieHgapeM — KU 3apas BiAcCTaEe Big
puropisiHcbkoro Ha 13 aHie. I Tak,
HaMpaHiWHa gaTta, B SKy NpaBocnaBHi
CBATKYOTb lNacky ue - 4-ro KBiTHA 3a
puropissHCbKMM KaneHgapem, To6To 22-ro
6epe3Hsa 3a tONiSHCbKMM — Ha HACTYMHWUI
OEHb nicns piBHOAEHHSIO

Mun rotyemocsa o uboro Csesata 3i CAT
CTpOrmM nocrtoMm. Hasea noro - CBaTumn
Benuknia MNict. BiH TpuBae 40 gHis, Ha
CrMoOMKUH NoCNoAHbOro NOCTY B NYCTUHI
nepea noyaTkoM Moro MecistHcbKoro
CNYXiHHSA, | NOTIM 3aBepLUYETHCA
[0AaTKOBMM NOCTOM CTpacHoro TUXHS.
FoTyemocs i no camoro Benukoro lMocty B
Hegini Ta TWHI, 9Ki nonepeaxyoTb NOro.
BoHu npuragytoTb HaM, YHOMy caMe MU
NOCTUMO | NpNUBOPKYEMO HaAMiIpHI BUMOrun
CBOro «s». Lle npurotyBaHHs
NoYMHaETbLCa Yy Heainto, Konnm Mn YMTaeEMo
€BaHrenito Npo KopoTkoro 36mpava
noaaTkis, mutapsa 3akxes (Jlykm 19:1-10).

Y Hboro 6yna 4yecHoTa, Ky He 4acTto
yBa)kaloTb YecHoTol. Hacnpasgai ii yacto
yBaxkatoTb ABuLLeM HebaxxaHMM a To M
Hepiako Hebe3neyHuM. Lia yecHoTa -
donutmsicte! €BaHrenict Jlyka kaxe npo
3akxes, Wwo «BiH 6axas 6aunTtun Icyca, XT0
BiH». Ta ue He 6yna nNpocTo gapeMHa
OOMNUTINBICTb. 3aKXEN TakK LikaBUBCSA LM
My>eM, Npo SKOro BCi roBopuau, WO BiH
PU3UKYBaB KOCTAMMU M XUTTAM, BUI3LIN
Ha aepeBo 6ing goporu, KoK MaB
npoxoantu Icyc, wob Xo4u rIsHyTM Ha
Hboro. BiH 3HaB, Wo iHakwe noMy 6 ue He
Baasnocs, 60 x 6yB BiH KOPOTKUM (5K i
AnocTton MNaBno, SKoro iM’s, HUM NpUNHATE
nicns noro HaBepHeHHs A0 XpucTa,
HaneBHO, Wo6 3adikcyBaTn nepeMiHy
HanpsMKy Koro xuntTa - «Paulus» - gk pas
i Ma€ 3Ha4vYiHHA «KOpOTKMIA»). I He 6yno
HaMMeHWoi Haaii, wob HaToBM, AKUN
nepesaxHoO oTo4vysaB Icyca, nponycTus
noro nobauntn Bnaauky.

the first full moon after the spring
equinox, which is, of course, dependent
upon the Solar calendar - the
movement of the Earth around the Sun.

However, the equinox is reckoned as
coming on March 21 according to the
Julian Calendar — which now is 13 days
behind the Gregorian. Thus the earliest
date on which the Orthodox may
celebrate Pascha is April 4 on the
Gregorian Calendar - which, on the
Julian, is March 22, the next day after
the equinox.

We prepare for this Feast of Feasts, the
Bright Resurrection of our Lord, by a
time of strict fasting. This time is called
the Great Fast. It goes on for 40 days in
commemoration of the Lord’s fast in the
wilderness prior to His Messianic
ministry and culminates with the
additional fast of Passion Week. We also
prepare for the Great Fast itself on the
Sundays and weeks which precede it.
They remind us about the purpose of
our fasting and self-sacrifice. This
preparation begins on the Sunday when
we read the Gospel about the short tax-
collector Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10).

His was a virtue that is not usually
considered to be such - in fact it is often
considered to be somewhat a nuisance,
annoying and not infrequently
dangerous. That virtue was curiosity!
The Evangelist Luke says of Zacchaeus
“he sought to see who Jesus was”. It
was not, however, simply idle curiosity.
So profound was the tax-collector’s
curiosity about the Man of Whom
everyone was talking, that he risked life
and limb by climbing up a tree where
Jesus would be passing by. This was so
he could at least catch a glimpse of Him,
realizing that this would normally not be
possible since he was short (as was the
Apostle Paul, whose name, “Paulus” -
adopted after his conversion to Christ,
no doubt to indicate the change of his
life’s direction, means “short”). It was
highly unlikely that the crowd, which




AK BMAHO, WO 3akxeeBe HaxkaHHS 6yno
HaTxHeHe [JyxoMm CeaTuM. Haw Mocnoab
nobaume 3akxes Ha AepeBi, Ha3BaB NOro
no iMeHi i NnpoBigaB MoOro B MOro A0OMi.
3aKkxein AOporo 3ansaTtue 3a CBOK
AOMUTAMBICTb. Moro 3ycTpiy 3 Icycom
npuseesia 4o Toro, Wo BiH Bigaas Ta
po34aB BennyesHi CyMu rpowen, akmx 6ys
3006yB HeyecHo. A 3 Apyroi CTOPOHU BiH
Taku BUrpas Ha 6araTo 6inble, YnM BiH
Bigaas. Icyc ckasaB nNpo Hboro: «CborogHi
CNaciHHS NPUALWNO LUbOMY AOMOBI». I
XUTTA 3akxes nicns uiei 3ycTpiui
npu3Beno A0 3aslydeHHs MOoro MoOMMHaHHS
B COHSAAYHMIN LEepKOBHUIN KaneHaap, nig
Ha3Bow «Anocrtona» (20-ro KBiTHA 3a
KOnigaHCbKNM KaneHpapem, Wo Bignosinae
3-My TpaBHS Ha puUropiaHCbKOMY).
MommHaeMo noro, sk Ennckona Kecapii
ManecTuHCbLKOI, Ae BiH i BMOKOIBCS.

Hexalt i Mm 6ygemMo CNOBHEHI CBATUM
6axaHHsAM nisHaTh Icyca Ta [pysis Woro.
Hexali i MM 3HaraeMo BigBary AidTv Ha
nigcTaBi Toro, WO BiAKPUBAEMO,
HaBepTalouucb Ao Focrnoaa Bce wupile y
BCbOMY, LLLO KaXXeMo Ta B YCbOMY, L0
po6uMo. AMiHb.

usually followed and surrounded Jesus,
would let him through to see the Master.

Zacchaeus’ longing was evidently
inspired by the Holy Spirit. Our Lord saw
in the tree, called him by name and
visited his home. Zacchaeus paid dearly
for his curiosity. His encounter with
Jesus led him to renounce his way of life
and restore - and give away - huge
amounts of the money which he had
gained by corruption. On the other
hand, he won much more than he gave
away. Jesus said of him: “Today
salvation is come to this house”. And
Zacchaeus’ subsequent life caused him
to be eventually venerated in the
Church’s solar Calendar as an Apostle
(April 20 on the Julian Calendar which is
May 3 on the Gregorian Calendar). He is
commemorated as Bishop of Caesarea in
Palestine, where he reposed in peace.

May we, too, be filled with holy longing
to know Jesus and His Friends. May we,
too, find the courage to act upon our
discoveries by turning ever more
sincerely to the Lord in all that we say
and all that we do. Amen.
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