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«0 CumeoHe, Bennyaemo Tebe, sk poguua
XpucroBoro, BenIMKOro Apxiepes Ta HeMOXUTHOrO
MyueHuka» (Tponap)

Ha 10-ro TpaBHA 3a rpUropiaHCbKMM KasieHgapem
(sianoBigae 27-my KBITHA 3a 0NiaHCLKUM) MU CBATKYEMO
nam'aTb Lie 04HOro poamya «3a Tinom» focnoaa, bora i
Cnaca Haworo Icyca Xpucra, Cs. CumeoHa, gpyroro
€nunckona EpycaanmcbKoro.

Moro Kummie Hag3BuuaiiHo KopoTKe. Te HE3HauHe, Lo
3HAaEMO NPO HbOIO NOXOAMUTb 3 KiZIbKOX YPUBKIB 3 TBOPY
Hypomnemata (Cno2adu) Cs. Ereanna, 6aTbKka LEepPKOBHOI
ictopiorpadii (ynokoisca 180 p., a nomuHaeTbea 7/20
KBIiTHA), AKX HaBoaMTb EBceBilt Kecapiiicbkuii (265-339) y
cBOiN LepkosHili icmopii.

OTOX AoBiAyeEMoOCH, WO BiH 6yB cMHOM CB. Kneonu, 6paTa
Cs. Mocvna O6pyyHMKa, cynpyra Boropoaumui Mapii i
onikyHa lcyca. PpaHuiwkaHui Ce. 3emai NULWYTb, WO KoK
BOCKpPEeC/nin XpucToc NogopoKyBaB 3 IBOMA YHEHUKAMMU
0o Emaycy, Ak onuncaHe B €EBaHrenii Big J/lyku (24:13-35),
T0 Ue 6ynun Moro aaasko, Kneona, i Moro ggotopigHuii
6paT, cuH Kneonu, CUMeOH, AKOFO MU HUHI MOMWHAEMO.

Micha BockpeceHHA locnoga Icyca Ce. AkoBa
CnpaseasmBoro obpanu npoeigHuKkom Liepkeu B
Epycanmmi. Konm noro BKameHyBa/m, To BUGip nepenLlos

“0 Simeon, we acclaim thee as a kinsman of Christ,
great Hierarch and steadfast Martyr” (Troparion)

On May 10 on the Gregorian Calendar (which is April 27
on the Julian) we celebrate the memory of another of the
kinsmen “according to the flesh” of our Lord, God and
Saviour Jesus Christ, St. Simeon, the second bishop of
Jerusalem.

His Vita is exceedingly short. The little that we know of
him is derived from the few fragments of the
Hypomnemata of St. Hegesippus, the father of Church
history (reposed in 180 and commemorated on April
7/20), which are reproduced in the Church History of
Eusebius of Caesarea (265-339).

We learn that he was the son of Cleopas, the brother of
Joseph the Betrothed, husband of Mary the Theotokos
and guardian of Jesus. The Franciscans of the Holy Land
write that when the risen Christ accompanied two
disciples on the way to Emmaus, as recounted in the
Gospel of Luke (24:13-35), they were His uncle, Cleopas,
and His cousin, Simeon, Cleopas’ son, whom we
commemorate today.

After Jesus’ Resurrection the leadership of the Church in
Jerusalem was entrusted to St. James the Just, Joseph’s
youngest son. When he was martyred the choice of
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Ha Moro agotopigHoro 6paTa, CmeoHa, SKomy BXKe byno
6araTo AiT. Moro Takox 3amyunnu 8 p. 107 3a Hakasom
puymcbKoro Imnepatopa, TpasHa, AKMIA XOTiB BUHULLUTH
BCiX CNaZKOEMLLB LapcbKoro poay Jasuaa, wob
3anobirTv NoBCTaHHAM, AKi MOIIM 6 PO3BUHYTMCA 3 METOIO
nocagmTH KOroch i3 HUX Ha npecTon I3paina. Cs. Eresunn
nuwe, Wo Moro po3n’anun, konu omy 6yno 120 niT.

Cs. EBceBit TaKk uuTye CB. Eresmna: «€ niactaBu TBepauUTH,
wo CuMeoH, Yyepes Moro rMnboKui BiK, byB MiXK TUMMU, AKi
cnpasgi 6aunnu v yynu lfocnoga».

lfocnoab Aa€e HAaM NPUKAAA, CNPaBXKHbOI NOBOXKHOT POAUNHM
— Mloro » BAacHoI, i NpUraZlye Ham, Lo MM TaKOX
3anpoLeHi i NPUNHATI BYTW YeHamK L€l poauHu, aK BiH
Kake: «XTo matu Moa? | xTo 6patTa Moi? |, nokasasLuu
pyKkoto CBOE€tO Ha y4HiB CBoix, BiH npomosue: OTo Mosa
maTu Ta 6patTa Moi! bo xTo Bonto Moro OTugf, Wo Ha Hebi,
ynHUTUME, ToIt MeHi 6par, i cecTpa, i matn!» (MaTsin
12:48-50).

YacTo byBag, WO KO/IM XTOCb Y POAMHI OCATHE CBATICTb Y
locnogij, To € 1 Apyri, AKi Te X came ocAratoTb. [Mpuknag,
uboro — poguHa Cs. Bacunis Benunkoro. Moro 6abycs, ioro
6aTbKu, ABa 6paTu i cecTpa NOMUHatOTbCA, AK CBATI
LUepkeu. Ha xanb Haato 6araTo NpUKNaaiB poamH, AKi Tak
30CepenyKyTbCA HA CMPaBM LLbOro CKOPO MPOMMHAU0ro
CBiTY: iIMiZ)K, BNafa, maTepia/ibHe 6araTcTBO, LLO Y/IeHU
iXHi Ha4ebTO 3MaratoTbCs B TOMY XTO KOFO NepPeBULLUTb Y
KOHKYPEHLLii, 3a34p0CTi, 3paji Ta HaBiTb HAaCKMANIO.

Le Tm Binblue TpariyHe TOMYy, WO POAMHA HaBiTb Y
HalLOMy CEeKyNApM30BaHOMY CYCMiNbCTBI Aani Taku
UiHYeTbCA. MU BiAYYBAEMO, LLO B POAMHI MU NOBUHHI OyTH
3axuLeHi, NowaHoBaHi, yntobneHi. Hac manu 6 posymitu,
niagTPMMYyBaTW, NPOBAAMUTU, KOPMUTHU | HAM Y Hili Manun 6 i
npowatu. | gifcHo TaK i mycino 6 6yTn. Ane BoHo byBae
TaK TiNbKK TOA|, KOIM poaMHa 30ceperKeHa Ha [xxepeni
BCiX LMX YyA0BUX XKUTTEAANHUX Npouecis. TobTo — Ha bos3i,
Ha MpecsaTiit Tponui.

3emHa poamHa Icycosa — Mocwmn, Mapis, Kneona, Akis,
Opa, CumeoH Ta baraTo-6arato iHWUX —
30cepea)KyBanacb i OCHOBYBaJsiacb Ha ubomy [xxepeni.
Yepes HUX i Mm 3006yBaEMO MUNICTb, NacKy, 340pOB’A,
Nt060B Ta CNOKi. A A0 TOrO XK NPUXUAbHICTb, 6O XK Hac
3anNpOoLWYHTb NPUEAHATUCA 40 HUX Y IXHIX
cniBBigHOWEHHAX — Yy IXHbOMY TaHLtO Nt06OBI, cninbHOro
KOPMJIEHHA Ta pPagocTi.

MpuitMalimo K Le 3anpoLeHHsA — NOCTIMHO, 3HOBY | 3HOBY,
A [0TH, AOKM Le BnaskeHHe CnilkyBaHHA He HAaMOBHUTb
ycto BceneHHy! AmiHb.

Bishop fell upon his cousin, Simeon, who was already
advanced in years. He too was martyred in the year 107
by order of the Roman Emperor, Trajan, who wished to
eliminate all descendants of the royal house of David in
order to assure that no insurrections would arise to place
one of them on the throne of Israel. He was crucified, as
St. Hegesippus relates, at the age of 120 years.

Citing St. Hegesippus, Eusebius writes: “With show of
reason could it be said that Simeon was one of those who
actually saw and heard the Lord, on the ground of his
great age”.

The Lord gives us this example of a truly godly family — His
own, and reminds us that we, too, are invited and
accepted to be members of this Family, as He says: ““Who
is My mother, and who are My brothers?’ Pointing to His
disciples, He said, ‘Here are My mother and My brothers.
For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My
brother and sister and mother’” (Matthew 12:48-50).

It happens often that when someone in a family attains
sanctity in the Lord, there are also others who attain it as
well. An example is the family of St. Basil the Great. His
grandmother, his parents and three of his siblings are
commemorated as Saints of the Church. Alas, there are
also too many examples of families who fix their attention
so firmly on the things of this transitory world: image,
power, material wealth, that their members seem to vie in
outdoing each other in rivalry, envy, betrayal and even
violence.

This is all the more tragic in that the family, even in our
secularist society, continues to hold a place of value. We
feel that in the family we ought to be safe, respected,
loved, understood, supported, guided, nurtured, forgiven.
And indeed that is how it ought to be. But it can only be
so when the family is focused on the Source of all these
marvelous, life-giving activities: God, the Most Blessed
Trinity.

The earthly family of Jesus, consisting of Joseph, Mary,
Cleopas, James, Jude, Simeon, and many others, was
focused upon and grounded in this Source. Through them
we obtain mercy, grace, healing, joy, love and peace. And
also acceptance, for we are invited to join them in their
mutual relationship — their dance of love, mutual nurture
and joy.

May we do so — starting over and over again until this
blessed relationship fills all the universe. Amen.




