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«f1 BuHorpaauHa, Bu rany3ss! Xto B
MeHi nepebyBae, a {1 B Hbomy, TOM
psAicHO 3apoaxye, 60 6e3 MeHe Hiyoro
YUHUTK He MoXxeTe BU.» (IBaHa 15:5)

Ha 7-ro 6epesHs 3a rpuropiaHCbLKNM
kaneHgapem (ue 23-ro noToro 3a
toNiaHCbKNUM) MK CBATKYEMO Nam'atb CB.
Monikapna, y4Ha AnocTtona IsaHa, sikoro
iM’a 03Havae «barato pykTy». BoHO x
Haragye Ham Npo HaBYaHHA HALLOro
ocnoga woao cnocoby XUTTs, AKOro Mu
Manu NpoBOAUTM 3rigHO 3 HALLIMM
NOKMMKaHHAM OyTK 3BEpLUEHNMU, AK
3BepweHui Haw OTeup HebecHuin (MaTsis
5:48). BiH e Ham ckasaB: «A
BuHorpaawnHa, su ranyssa! Xto B MeHi
nepebysae, a A B HbOMY, TON PSCHO
3apogxye, 60 6e3 MeHe HiYOro YNHUTU He
mMoxeTte Bu» (IeaHa 15:5).

“l am the vine, you are the
branches. He who abides in Me, and |
in him, bears much fruit; for without
Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5)

On March 7 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is February 23 on the Julian) we
celebrate the memory of St. Polycarp, a
disciple of the Apostle John, whose name
means “much fruit”. It reminds us of our
Lord’s teaching regarding the way in
which we may live according to our
vocation to be perfect as our Heavenly
Father is perfect (Matthew 5:48). He
taught us: “I am the vine, you are the
branches. He who abides in Me, and | in
him, bears much fruit; for without Me you
can do nothing” (John 15:5).

St. Polycarp was born between 69 and 81
A.D. and lived and ministered in the city
of Smyrna (modern-day Izmir in Turkey).
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Cg. NMonikapn Hapoauscsa Mix pp. 69-UMm i
81-uM i xmB Ta cnyxms y Mmicti CMmpHa
(cborogHi ue M. I3mip y TypeyunHi). BiH
AOXMB 00 rMnbokoi cTapocTn. Bnpooosx
CBOroO [OBroro Xutta BiH OyB HaBepHyBCS
0o Xpucrta yepes nponosigb AnocTonis i
6yB Y4yHem CB. An. IBaHa. BiH nuctyBaBcs
3 CB. IrHaTieM AHTIOXINCBKUM, SKUIA
Hanucas [NocnaHHs omy. CB. |pyuHen
JTioHcbkun 6yB noro YuHem. [oci
3bepernocs noro lNocnaHHsa 00 Punumn’sH.

Micnsa poBroro XuTTs cnyxiHHA ["ocnozesi,
B IKOMY BiH CnyxuB €nunckonom y CMUpHI,
Noro apeLuTyBanu nigyac roHiHHA
XPUCTUSIH, SIKOrO Haka3aB BUKOHATU
Pumcbknin IMnepaTtop Mapk Aspenin.
CeaTun cTapeupb 3BeniB AaTn Bosikam icTh
Ta NUTU 1 NONPOCUB roagnHy Ha MonuTey.
BiH monuBcs ABi roanMHKM | Bosikam ctano
CyMHO 3abupaTu Takoro gobporo crapuka.

Monikapna npueenu nepepn BenuyesHum
HaTOBMOM Hapoay i Hakasanu: «KnsaHucb
GOpPTYHO Kecaps, MOKaNCs i CKaxu
‘be360oxHuKIB retb’ ». (OanH 3akug npoTm
XpuctnsaH o6BMHyBa4vyBaB iX y
6€300XXHULTBI TOMY, LLIO BOHU HE
MOKNOHANMCA BOXKaM PUMASAH Ta rpekis).
Monikapn MaxHyB PYKOK Y HanpsiMmok
HaToBnNy i cka3zaB «be300XHUKIB reTby.
Konun npokoHcyn ckasaB MOMY XyIUTH
npoTn XpucTa, To YroaHuK BianoBiB UMM
He3abyTHIMM crioBamu, siKi NyHalOTb Yepes
Biku: « cnyxy XpUCTOBI BiCIMOECAT LWICTb
niT i BiH y HiMOMY MeHe He CKpUBAOMB; SIK Xe
MOXY S raHUTK Moro Llaps, wo meHe
cnac?"

A Ha OCTaHHI Haka3 NpPoKoHcyna, Wwob BiH
3pikca XpucTa i BU3HaB pUMCbKnx boris
cTapeub pillyye BiAMnoOBIB: «H HE MOXY
3aMiHUTK KpaLLle ripwmnmy». Toai nanu
Haka3 cnanuTn NOoro XXMBLIEM,
npyuBAXOBaHUM A0 Kinka. C.. MNMonikapn
ckasas, Wwo bor gacTte nomy cuny
nepeHecT! BOrOHb, OTOX BOHU MOXYTb
NpOCTM 3B’A3aTh NOro LWHypKom. Konu

He lived to be a very old man. During his
long life he had been converted to Christ
by the Apostles and been a disciple of
John. He carried on a correspondence
with St. Ignatius of Antioch, who
addressed an Epistle to him. St. Irenaeus
of Lyons was his disciple. His Letter to
the Philippians has survived to this day.

After a long life of service to the Lord in
which he had served as a Bishop in
Smyrna, he was arrested during a
persecution of Christians commanded by
the Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius.
The saintly old man asked that the
soldiers be given food and drink and
asked for an hour to pray. He prayed for
two hours and the soldiers were sad to
have come to take away such a good
man.

Polycarp was brought before a huge
crowd in an arena and ordered to “Swear
by the fortune of Caesar; repent, and say,
'‘Away with the atheists.” (One of the
charges brought against Christians was
that they were atheists because they
would not worship the gods of the
Romans and Greeks). Polycarp waved
his hand in the direction of the crowd and
said: “Away with the atheists”. When the
proconsul asked him to blaspheme
against Christ, the Saint responded with
these memorable words which ring down
the centuries: "I have been serving Christ
for eighty-six years, and He has wronged
me in nothing; how can | blaspheme my
King Who has saved me?"

To the proconsul’s final order that he
deny Christ and acknowledge the gods of
Rome, the old man firmly replied: “I can
not exchange the better for the worse”.
The order was then given to burn him
alive nailed to a stake. St. Polycarp said
that God would give him the strength to
endure the flames so they could simply
tie him with rope. When the fire was lit it




3ananunu BOoroHb TO BiH MOro He pyxas a
TiNbKM ropis HaBkono moro. ToAi Hakasanu
Npo6buTn NOro CNMCOM i NOro KPoB
noracmuna BOroHb. ToAai Tino noro
kpemyBanu. Cs. Mukonan Benimiposiy
nuwe, Wo my4yeHmuTso MNMonikapna 6yno Ha
Benuky Cy6oTy 167-ro p.

WMomy x nocesdysanacek [pyra Cy6oTta
Benukoro lMocty ax go 1368, konwu 1i
noceaTunu C.. Npuropito Manawmi, sk gpyre
TopxecTBo lNpaBocnas’s 3 ornagy Ha
HaB4YaHHs CB. ['puropis, WO LUe MoXnmee
Ta, BinbWw TOro, HOpMarneHO, LWoo6
XpUCTnsiHM manu ocobucTun gocsig boxunx
Nack yepes Moro Ereprii, 60 x Mocnoab
cnpasgi nobutb CeOIX aiten i 6axxae 6yTn
3HAHUN HUMWN.

Kuntta Cs. Nonikapna Takox gae rnmboknin
npuknag nobosi, Ky XpuctnaHn manm 6
NpoOSABNATH, SIK BUAB €QHOCTI B
Pi3HOMaHITHOCTI. BiH nos'a3aHun 3
cBaTKyBaHHAM [Macxu. C.. NMonikapn 6ys
«KBaptoaecimaHeub». TOBTO BiH, SK
GinbLwicte XpnuctusiH Pumcebkoi Aasi,
cBsaTKkyBaB CBATO BockpeciHHs
locnogHboro Ha 14-u oeHb €BPENCHLKOIO
Micaus HicaHa. To6T1o NMacxa yacto morna
npunagatv Ha 6yaHun geHb. IHLWi
Xpuctusium ceaTkyBanu B Heginto, sika
lwBmako 3amiHnna Cyboty, sk CeaTunin
[eHb y TVXHi, ToMy Lo focrnoab Bockpec
Ha uen geHb. Konu MNonikapn nposigas
€nunckona Pumcbkoro AHikita 6nm3sko 155-
ro p. 7O Ui YrogHWKn He MOornun 3aroanuTtumcs y
Ui cnpasi i BUPILWINIIM «NOFOANTUCA HEe
norogxyBatucby. CB. AHIKIT HaBiTb
no3sonus [lonikapnosi BiACBATKYBaTU
Macxy B noro Xpami 3a noro Tpaguuieto.

CB4aTi — He nuLwe icTopuYHI NocTarTi 3
AaBHMHW. BOHW gani XXuUByTb i CryKaTtb
Mocnogos.i Ha Bikn. Ocb CBigYEHHA NPOo
nanblwe cnyxeHHs Cs. Nonikapna B nogii,
sika HefaBHO Bigbynacs, i nogaHa Ha
IHTepHeTi: «Konu BorHi waninu B
KanidopHii, M1 nonpocunnu 3acTynHULTBO

would not touch him but burned all
around him. The order came to pierce
him with a lance. His blood extinguished
the flames. His body was then burned. St.
Nikolai Velimirovic writes that Polycarp’s
martyrdom was on Holy Saturday in 167.

The Second Sunday of the Great Fast
was dedicated to him until 1368 when it
was dedicated to St. Gregory Palamas as
a second Triumph of Orthodoxy in view of
the victory of St. Gregory’s teaching that it
is possible — and normal — for Christians
to experience the Graces of the Lord
directly by His Energies for the Lord truly
loves His people and desires to be known
by them.

The life of St. Polycarp also offers a
profound example of the love Christians
are called to manifest as a unity in
diversity. It deals with the celebration of
Pascha. St. Polycarp was a
Quartodeciman. That is he, like most
Christians of Roman Asia, celebrated the
Lord’s Resurrection on the 14th day of
the Hebrew month of Nisan. This meant
that Pascha would often fall on a week-
day. The other Christians would celebrate
it on a Sunday, which very early came to
replace Saturday as the Holy Day of the
week since the Lord had risen on a
Sunday. When Polycarp visited the
Bishop of Rome Anicetus about 155 the
two Saints could not agree on this matter
and decided that they would agree to
disagree. St. Anicetus even let Polycarp
celebrate Pascha in his own Church
according to his tradition.

The Saints are not merely historical
figures of antiquity. They continue to live
and serve in the Lord forever. Here is a
recent testimony to the ongoing ministry
of St. Polycarp recorded on the internet:
“As the fires were raging in California, we
asked for St. Polycarp's intercession as a
conqueror of fire to aid and protect the




Cs. lNonikapna, Sk NepeMoXus BOrHio, Lwob
JOMOMIr i 3aXuLLaB NOXEXHUX Ta iHWKX, |
o6 NpuBIB 4O LUBMAKOIO KiHUSA noxex. |
MU npocunu 6araTbOX iHWKX Lie X came
YMHUTKU. Y TOW Xe AeHb, KON MU Le
NONPOCUN, OOLL i CHIr | XONOA4HI, BOTKi
BiTpy Npnbynu B niBaeHHy KanicpopHito, i
O0MoOMOrnun NpuTpuMaTu BorHi. akymmo
Borogi, Wo pagyeTbca B NPOCraBreHHi
CBoix CBaATnx» (Nnepeknag 3 aHrnincbLKoro
Ha BebcanTi: Comeandseeicons). AMiHb.

firefighters and others; and to bring a
swift end to the conflagrations. And we
asked for many others to do the same.
On the same day we made that request;
rain and snow and cool, damp breezes
came to southern California to help
contain the fires. Let us give thanks to
God, who delights to glorify his Saints”.
(Comeandseeicons). Amen.
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