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«XXuTtTa B nroanHi — cnasa boxa;
XKUTTS NOAUHUN — 6aueHHa Bora» (Cs.
IpuHein, Adversus Haereses)

Ha 5-ro BepecHs 3a
rpuropiaHcbknm kaneHgapem (ue 23-ro
CeprHs 3a KNISHCbKNUM) MU CBATKYEMO
nam'atb ceiTouya Llepksun, CB. IpuHes,
€nuckona M. JlioH y ®paHuii, un gk Toai
rosopunu JlyroyHym y lanii. Came 3
nncaHHsa IpuHes gictana cBoE iM's
KOMIMLLHA nonynsipHa KaHaacbka
TenesisinHa nporpama, Man Alive
(JlognHa xwuBa).

OeTtani npo xuntTta IpmHes, wo
AWM go Hac MOXyTb BYTU HETOUYHMMMU.
OaHak yBaXkalTb, WO BiH HapoAWBCS
6nmn3bko 130 p. y CMupHi B Manin Asii
(cborogHi ue I3Mip y TypeuuunHi). bys BiH
BUXOBaHWMN Y POAUHI XPUCTUSHCBKIN i Ha
HbOro MaB Benukui Bname Ce. Monikapn,
€nnckon CMUPHCbKUIA, AKnii 6yB yUHEM
Cs. AnocTtona IBaHa €BaHrenucra n
Borocnosa.

“Life in man is the glory of God; the
life of man is the vision of God” (St.
Irenaeus, Adversus Haereses)

On September 5 on the
Gregorian Calendar (which is August 23
on the Julian) we celebrate the memory
of a luminary of the Church, St.
Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons in France, or
as it was called in those days,
Lugdunum in Gaul. It was from the
writings of Irenaeus that the once
popular Canadian television show about
matters of faith, Man Alive, took its
name.

The details we have about the life
of Irenaeus may be inexact. However it
is believed that he was born about 130
in Smyrna of Asia Minor (today Izmir in
Turkey). He was raised in a Christian
family and was greatly influenced by St.
Polycarp the Bishop of Smyrna, who had
been a disciple of St. John the Apostle,
Evangelist and Theologian.



http://www.uocc.ca/
http://www.uocc.ca/en-ca/faith/articles/frikutash/
mailto:kutash@unicorne.org

Bin 3006yB HalKpally OCBIiTYy, Ky
MOXHa 6yn0 oTpUMaTh B ToW yac. Moro
oxpecTmB caM lonikapn, Kui NoTiM
BUCBATMB 1oro Ha CesilleHnKa i nocnas
moro B JlyrayHym (JlioH) Ha nomiuy xBoporo
€nmnckona ®oTiHa (6inbwicTb Axepen
nMwyTb «MoTiH», ane 1Aoro iMm'a MabyTb
Taky OOTiH, WO No-rpeLbKoMy O3Havae
«CBiTAMIN»). NlyrayHym i CmmpHa 6ynu
6113bKO 3B'si3aHi TOpriB/eo OTOX i He
AnBHUM 6yno Te, WO rpeubKo-S3nYHil
N0AN 3aMeLllKyBasm B LbOMY MICTi.

Migyac npeacraesneHHs o. IpuMHieM
nncta Big Llepksu B JlyrayHyMi B PuMi
€nuckony Cs. EneBdepito, roHiHHA 110ro
NacTBWM AOCAT/IN BEPWMUHN (TOAILWHIN
pUMCbKKUI iMnepaTtop Mapk ABpenin
nponarysaB TONI€PAHTHICTb A0 iHWMNX
KOH(ecCin 3a BUHATKOM XPUCTUSHCTBA) i
[eB'aHOCTO-NiTHIN ®OTIH 6yB 0AHUM 3
3aMyyeHux Xpucrta pagu. I Tak IpuHen
cTaB ApYruM E€nnckorom JTioHCbKUM.

Moro ocsita, AyxoBHa dopmaLis i
Bipa CMOHYKann Noro eHeprinHo — 1 ayxe
edeKTUBHO — 3axmwaTtn MNpaBocnas’s
npoTn epucen MHoCTUKIB, AKi 6ynu ctanu
AyXe nonynsapHUMU. Moro ronosHUM
TBOPOM CTaB BusiB/iIeHHS i CrIpOCTyBaHHS
MHUMOro asne ¢asblnBOro 3HaHHs
(«r'Hocic»). peubknin opuriHan 36epircs
Tinbkn B parMeHTax aae MU MaeMo
MOBHWUI NAaTUHCBKWIA Nepekag, 9Koro
3BMYaMHO Ha3mBatoTb Adversus Haereses
(CnpoTtue epecsam).

IpnHen yBaXkHO BUBYaB pi3Hi
HaniB-XpUCTUSAHCbKI BUEHHS MOro 4yacy,
wob noro kputuka ix 6yna cnpaseanmeoto
i BiporigHoto. Moro onucn konuck
yBaXkaaum nepebinblUeHHSM 3 ornsay Ha
noro 6a>kaHHS CNpOCTOBYBaTU Li BYUEHHS,
ane BuHaxig 6ibniotekn Har Nammagi B
1945 p., a TaKoX HeAABHO BMABUIHEHA Ha
NUNbHY yBary €saHresnia K0aun,
nigTpyUManu TOYHICTb MOro 3aysar.

Bnaanka ob60poHsB npaBocnasHe
BUYeHHS, wo Icyc - aiicHo bor i gincHo
JMoanHa. BiH Takox TBepams, Wo TeBopeub
MaTepiasibHOro BCecBiTy — bor, a He
AKUNCb 311N «aeMiypr». BiH ocHyBaB CBOi
TBEpAXKEHHSA Ha CB.. MNnCbMIi, 3a8BMAI04MH,
wo sik Hoewuii Tak i Ctapuii 3asitm — borom
HaTXHeHi, a TaKOX Ha anoCTO/IbCbKOMY
NEpPEEMCTBI — Lie BNepLie BXWUTO TaKumn

He received the finest education
available at the time and was baptized
by Polycarp himself, who later ordained
him a priest and sent him to Lugdunum
(Lyons) to help the ailing Bishop St.
Photinus (most sources say “Pothinus”,
however it is not unlikely that his name
was, in fact, Photinus, meaning
“luminous” in Greek). Lugdunum and
Smyrna were closely linked by trade and
so it was not unusual for Greek-
speaking folks to take up residence in
that city.

While Fr. Irenaeus was in Rome
presenting a letter from the Church of
Lugdunum to the Bishop St. Eleutherius,
the persecution of his flock came to a
head (the Roman Emperor of the time,
Marcus Aurelius, advocated tolerance of
religions other than Christianity) and
ninety-year-old Photinus was among
those martyred for Christ. Thus,
Irenaeus became the second Bishop of
Lyons.

His education, spiritual formation
and faith prompted him to undertake an
energetic — and highly effective -
defense of Orthodoxy against Gnostic
heresies which had become immensely
popular. His magnum opus was a work
entitled Detection and Refutation of the
Pretended but False Gnosis. The Greek
original has survived only in fragments,
but we have the full Latin translation
commonly called Adversus Haereses.

Irenaeus carefully examined the
various semi-Christian teachings of his
day so that his criticism of them might
be fair and authentic. His descriptions
were once considered to be exaggerated
due to his desire to refute these
teachings but the discovery of the Nag
Hammadi library in 1945, as well as the
recently highlighted Gospel of Judas,
have borne out the accuracy of his
observations.

The Bishop defended the
Orthodox teaching that Jesus was truly
both Divine and Human. He also
proclaimed that the Creator of the
material universe was God and not an
evil “*demiurge”. He based his arguments
upon Scripture, declaring both the Old




apryMmeHT. lNMpuragytoum apki cnoragm
ponosigen Ce. MNonikapna, aKi 6ynu
OCHOBaHi Ha NpPSIMOMY CBiAYEHHI Oro
BuwnTtens, Anoctona IBaHa, yntobneHoro
YuyHs Camoro Nocnoga, IpnHen 3a3HauuB.,
Wwo €nuckonn BUCBAYEHi caMUMU
ANoOCTO/MIaMMN O4HOMONIOCHO NpoNoBiAyBan
lMpaBocnasHy Bipy.

BaxxnnBuM acrnekTom BUYeHHS CB.
IpnHes - noro nigkpecneHHs, wo
BoroBTifieHHSAM Nt0an BiAHOBIOOTLCS i
NoOBepPTaKTbCH A0 LWASAXY CAPaBXHbOro
0OpPMAEHHS Ha TUX, KMM BOHW MOKJIMKAHI
cTaBaTy, 3rigHo 3 o6pa3om, SIKOro aaB iM
TBopeub. I TYyT MM 3HaxXo0aMMO PO3BUTOK
TUMNIYHOro NPaBOCNIaBHOro0 BYEHHS MNpo
«060XXEHHS», IKOro BNOpSAKYBaB TPOXMU
6inbwe ynm ctoniTTa nisHiwe C..
AdaHacin OnekcaHApiNCbKUN, KNI
3aaBuB, Wo «bor ctas JlroanHoto ang
Toro, wob nognHa morna cratm 6orom).
Po3n'atrta - HeobxigHa YacTuHa i€l aii,
ane cama gia - ue BiAHOB/EHHS, a He
nvie BUKYnN — N04en Big Bucniay rpixy
npaoTuis, TO6TO CMepTi — IXHLOIO
«PO3TBOPEHHS».

I Tak IpuHen yBaxaB gobpom —
6yTTa naHe borom CBOEMY TBOPIHHIO,
BiHLUEM sKoro — sroamHa. A 310 - ue
nagiHHg y HebyTT4, Biaxia Big bora,
Oxepena xutT4. IpuHen nucas, wo Cnoso
(Jlor'oc - BTiNeHU XpucToc) «BiAKPUB
bora ntoauvHi i npeactaBue NOANHY
borosi. BiH oxopoHnB HeBuaMMicTb OTUS,
wob noaun He 3HeBaxkanun bora a wob6
MoCTaBUTWU nepen HUMU NOCTINHY Uinb, A0
AKOI nocTynaTtu. A 3 Apyroi ctTopoHu BiH
BiAkpuB Bora noauHi, i 3pobus Moro
BMAMMKUM BaratbMa cnocobamu, Lwob
noguHa He 6yna uinkoMm signy4eHa Big
Bora i TakMM 4YMHOM nepectana 6yTum
(nigKpecneHHs — MoE€).»

3 UbOro M BUXOAUTb, WO «XUTTHA B
noanHi — cnasa boxa; XuTtTa NIoaAuHN —
6auveHHsa Bora. Akwo BiakpuTTa Bora B
TBOPIHHIO AA€E XUTTH YCbOMY, LLO XMBE Ha
3eMni, Ha 6araTto 6inbwe BusaBneHHsa OTus
yepes CnoBoO Aa€ XUTTa TMM, Wwo 6avaTtb
Bora.» TyT i Axxepeno Toro BigoMoro
BUC/OBY, Bif KOro BULLE3ragaHa
TenesisiHa nporpama 6epe cBoe iM'q.

[esaki 60rocnoBcbKi MipKyBaHHS
IpnHes — He3BMYalHi. BiH HaB4yaB, WO

and New Testaments to be inspired by
God, as well as upon apostolic
succession, the first time such an
argument was employed. Recalling his
vivid memory of St. Polycarp’s
discourses, which were informed by the
direct testimony of his Teacher, the
Apostle John, the beloved Disciple of the
Lord Himself, Irenaeus pointed out that
the Bishops ordained by the Apostles
were unanimous in their proclamation of
the Orthodox faith.

An important feature of St.
Irenaeus’ teaching was his emphasis on
the Incarnation as the means by which
human beings are restored and placed
back upon the path of truly becoming
who they are called to be according to
the image given by the Creator. We find
here the unfolding of the typically
Orthodox doctrine of “theosis”
developed a little over a century later by
St. Athanasius of Alexandria, who
proclaimed that “"God became Man, so
that man might become (a) god”. The
Crucifixion is an essential part of this
work, but the work itself is the
restoration - not only the redemption -
of humans from the result of the sin of
the forefathers, which is death, that is
their "un-making”.

Thus Irenaeus viewed good as
the being which is bestowed by God
upon His creation, of which humans are
the crown. Evil is the fall towards non-
being, the moving away from God, Who
is the Source of life. Irenaeus wrote that
the Word (the incarnate Christ)
“revealed God to men and presented
men to God. He safeguarded the
invisibility of the Father to prevent man
from treating God with contempt and to
set before him a constant goal toward
which to make progress. On the other
hand, He revealed God to men and
made Him visible in many ways to
prevent man from being totally
separated from God and so cease to be
(my emphasis).”

From this, it follows that “Life in
man is the glory of God; the life of man
is the vision of God. If the revelation of
God through creation gives life to all




XpUCTOC He nuue BUNpaBuUB NOMUIIKU

BUMHEHI AgaMoM, ane N pekaniTyaoBaB Yn

niACyMyBaB SIIOACbKE XUTTHA. To6TO TuM
camMuM, wWwo BiH noro npoxwuBs y BCix Moro
eTtanax, BiH rioro n oceatme CBOIM

boxxecTtBoM. Lle 3acTaBuiio noro TBepanTy,

wo Icycy He nocTpaxaas y Biui 30-ux niT,
SIK HOpMasnbHO yBaXakTb, ase B
CTapwomy Bili.

CB. IpuHen 6arato yBarm 3BepTaB
Ha HaB4YaHHS NPO «ecxaToH», TO6TO vac
KiHUsi. Ane KiHeub He MPUILLIOB Y NOro
AHax. CaM BiH, K yBaxatoTb, 6yB
3aMydeHun 6nmnsbko 202 p. niguac
FOHiIHHS XPUCTUSIH, KOIrO BiB PUMCbLKUA
imnepatop Centumin CeBep. Haw AHi, 3i
LWBUAKNM PO3BUTKOM 3HAHHS M TEXHONOrIi
AatoTb 6araTto NpuKNaaiB CNOBHEHHS
NpopouTs Npo KiHeub. Hexan xe Bipa "
MnocBsiITa LbOro BoiHa Bipn AatoTb HaM
HaTXHEHHS HaMmaraTucsa nisHatu Toro, Wwo
NMPUALLOB NOCTaBUTU KiHeLb HawoMy
BiAUYYXXEHHIO MiXk BOrom i noanHOK Ta i
NOAVHN 3 NOANHOLD, | CTaBaTK, K
IpuHen, ceiTo4aMm — CBITNOM ANS iHWKX Y
TeMpsiBi, 9KOi Tak 6araTo B HallOMYy CBITi.

who live upon the earth, much more
does the manifestation of the Father
through the Word give life to those who
see God.” This is the source of the
famous phrase which gave the television
show we have mentioned its name.

Some of Irenaeus’ theological
speculations are unusual. He taught that
Christ not only corrected the mistakes
made by Adam, but also recapitulated or
summed up human life. Simply by living
it in all its stages, He sanctified it with
His divinity. This led him to argue that
Jesus did not die in His 30's, as is
normally held to be the case, but in
senior years.

St. Irenaeus also paid great
attention to the teachings about the
“eschaton”, the end-times. The end did
not come in his day. He himself is held
to have been martyred about 202 during
the persecution of Christians led by the
Roman emperor Septimius Severus. Our
days, with the rapid acceleration of
knowledge and technology, seem to
provide many more examples of the
fulfillment of apocalyptic prophecies.
May the zeal and dedication of this faith
warrior inspire us to seek to know the
One Who has come to put an end to the
alienation between God and humans -
and humans with each other - and to
become, as did Irenaeus, luminaries -
lights to others — in the darkness that
seems to be so prevalent in our world.




