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SAINT JoHaH
PROPHET
KOSIEN BaTL BE GREN

EXCERT THE SI6N OF JINB
Lag w2y

« 51 KIMKaB 3 HewjacTs CBOro 4o
Focnopaa, i BignoBigb AaB BiH MeHi, i3
HyTpa WweoJsly Kpn4yasB 51, i noyyB Tn
Miti ronoc!» (Moun 2:2)

Ha 5-ro »xoBTHSA (Bignosigae 22-my
BEpEeCHS 3a I0NiAHCbKUM KaneHaapem),
MW CBATKYEMO nam'atb CB. MNMpopoka
WMoHun, cuHa AMiTas, LLO XUB y MmicTi leT-
rodep (HMHIWHA Ha3Ba — Enb-Mewxen) y
9-My cToniTTi O XpucTta. Hanexas Ao
nieMeHa 3aBYy/I0HOBOrO.

Mpopok MoHa BiaoMuii TUM, SIK YNTAaEMO
y Ctapomy 3aBiTi B KHKU3i, WO HOCUTb
moro im’a, wo Nocnoab NnocnaB MOro
MPoOBICTUTU MewKaHuaM HiHeBii, MicTa
BOPOXOro An4 i3painbTaH, nepecrteperTu
iX npo rpsaaywy Big Nocnoaa 3armbenb 3a
ixHi rpixv. Ta MloHa He 3ax0TiB BUKOHATY
LbOro 3 AeKinbkox npuumnH. Mo nepue,
SIK CUH CBOro HapoAy, BiH TaKoX
HarMeBHO PO3A4iNsB ripKOTy NPOTM BOPOriB
CBOIr0 HapoAy i He XOoTiB nonepeanTun ix

"I called out of my distress to the Lord,
and He answered me. I cried for help
from the depth of Sheol; You heard my
voice.” (Jonah 2:2)

On October 5 (which is September 22
according to the Julian Calendar) we
celebrate the memory of the Holy Prophet
Jonah, the son of Amittai, who lived in the
Galilean village of Gath-hepher (today el-
Meshhed) in the ninth century B.C. He was
of the tribe of Zabulon.

The Prophet Jonah was called by the Lord,
as we read in the Old Testament book
which bears his name, to warn the
inhabitants of the city of Nineveh, an
enemy of Israel, that the Lord would
destroy them because of their sins. But
Jonah did not want to do this for several
reasons. First, as a son of his people he
undoubtedly shared his people’s bitterness
towards their enemies and would not wish
to warn them about this terrible
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NMpo CTpalHy Kapy, WO BUCUTb HaA
HuMK. Mo apyre, 3Hato4n nNpo Boxe
Mwunocepas, BiH He XOTiB, W06 HiHeBINLI
pO3KasaMCb, NOYYBLUWN MPO OCyA, WO
HabIMXyTbCA A0 HUX, | B HACNigOK
uboro Focnogb MoXxe ix i nOMUNyBaTH.
Togai x Boporu gani 6yayTb XXUTK, a BiH
byae Burnagatu, Tak BiH Aymas, §K
danbWnBNN NPOPOK.

OTOX BiH HamaraBCsi BTEKTU B MPOTUBHY
CTOPOHY BiA MiCTa, Kyan nocunas Noro
Mocnoab. Mocnoagb He BUMYLLYBaB Moro.
OpHak Ha Mopto, no skomy MoHa
Kopabnem yTikaB 3ipBanacs 6yps.
Byayuu BCce X Takm npaBeaHUM (XOM i
6yHTiBNMBUM), MoHa cka3aB MopsikaM,
sKi 6osnuncs, wo kopabenb notaHe, wo6
Moro BKMHyAn B Mmope. BoHK 3 HexiTTIo
e M BUKOHaNM i MOro nMpOKOBTHYB KUT.

Y HyTpi kuta MoHa ctae MmonanTmcs i
kasaTucs nepeg Focnogom. Ocb 1oro
cnosa B34Ti 3 Noro KHurn «4 kankas 3
HewacTa ceBoro Ao ocnoaa, i BiAnNoBiAb
nas BiH MeHi, i3 HyTpa weony Kpunyas 4,
i nouys Tu Mint ronoc!»(2:3). I giricHo
Focnoab Tak Aas, WO Ha TpeTir AeHb KUT
BUKMHYB VoHy Ha 6eper mopsi 6113bKO
00 HiHeBil. Toai Bxe NpopoK Taku niwos
Y MICTO i NpoOBIiCTUB MewWwkKaHUusaM npo
CTpalHy Kapy, WO HACyBaETbLCHA Ha HUX.
Woro cnosa, Ta it Te, K NpubYB BiH Y
IXHi ropoa, NepekoHanu HiHeBINLUIB i
BOHMW BCi A0 OAHOro0 CTasnun KasaTucs i
knukatn go focnoga, wob nommnyBsas ixX.

I ctanocs Te, yoro no6otoBascst MoHa.
Focnoab Tak i NOMMNYBaB HiHEBINLIB.
Wowna cTas cepanTtuM i Hapikas Ha Bora.
A BCe X Taku nocraBmB cobi HaMeT Ha
ropi Hag MiCToM i cnornsgas 3
OripyeHHsaM i gocanoro, K MicTo gani
CTOITb i MelKaHLUi 3aiMMaloTbCs CBOIM
XUTTAaM. Toai Nocnoab nosenis, Wo6
yepes OHYy Hi4 BMPIC pULMHOBUI Kyl
6ins HbOro i 3axuLwaB NOro Big CNeKoTH
coHus. NpopoKoBi CcTano Tpowku nerue,
Ta BCE OAHO He Mir BiH NpUMUPUTUCS 3
Boxum Munocepaam. Toai Nocnoab
3BeJIiB YepB'saKOBiI MiATOUYNTU KyL, i TOM
ycox. Toai MoHa we rnubwe nonas y

punishment which was about to come upon
them. Second, knowing God’s mercy, he did
not wish to have the Ninevites repent upon
hearing about the coming judgment so that
the Lord would not have mercy upon them.
Then the enemies would live on and he
would, as he supposed, appear to be a false
prophet.

Thus he tried to flee in the opposite
direction from the city to which the Lord
was sending him. The Lord did not coerce
him to obey, but a storm blew up upon the
sea on which Jonah was fleeing by ship.
Being a righteous man (although
rebellious), Jonah told the crew-men, who
feared that the ship would sink, to throw
him into the sea. They did so reluctantly
and he was immediately swallowed by a
whale.

Jonah began to pray and repent before the
Lord in the belly of the whale. Here are his
words from his Book: "I called out of my
distress to the Lord, and He answered me. I
cried for help from the depth of Sheol; You
heard my voice” (2:2). And the Lord did
indeed ordain that on the third day the
whale ejected Jonah on the shore close to
Nineveh. So the Prophet went into the city
and told the inhabitants of the terrible
punishment that was about to descend
upon them. His words, perhaps in addition
to the manner in which he had attained to
their city, persuaded the Ninevites and, to
the last person, they all began to repent
and call upon the Lord to have mercy on
them.

Then what Jonah had feared did indeed
come about: the Lord was merciful to the
Ninevites. Jonah became angry and
complained about God. Nonetheless he took
up shelter on a hill overlooking the town
and watched in bitterness and resentment
as the city continued to stand and its
inhabitants continued to go about their
lives. The Lord caused a gourd to grow up
overnight beside him and it sheltered Jonah
from the blazing heat of the sun. The
Prophet was comforted but he still could not
reconcile himself to God’s mercy. Then the




po3nad i NpocuB CMepTi.

A Tocnoab BiANOBIB NMOMY: «Tun
3MUNYBABCH Haj PULUMHOBUM KyLLEM, Ha
SAKUM He TPYAMBCH, | He niekas Moro,
KNI BUPIC 3@ OAHY Hi4, i 3@ O4HY Hiy
3rvHyB. A {1 He 3MunyBaBcs 6 Hag
HiHeBi€O, LM BENNKUM MICTOM, WO B
HbOMY bGinble ABaHaAUSATU AECATUCAYOK
noaa, gKi He BMiloTb PO3pPIi3HATU Npasumui
CBOEI Bi CBOEI NiBULi, Ta YNCIEHHa
xynoba?» (4:10-11)

s KHura B CtapoMy 3aBiTi nokasye, Wwo
Focnoab Ayke MUIIOCTUBUIA. 3a rpixm
roToBMM KapaTtu, ane we 6inbll rotoBuin
3MUAYBATUCS Ha4 TUMM, LLO KaloTbCH B
rpixax. Takox nokasye, wo ocnoab, sik
Jobpuin BaTbKo, yunTb | HaNOyMNseE
Csoix aiTei. I MM NOBUHHI Big LbOro
yumnTucs.

Ta we 1 iHwe rnmble HaBYaHHA
nictaemo 3 ui€i KHurun, 60 x Nocnoab
Haw Icyc Xpucroc kaxe, wo lMpopok
WowHa € 3nakom Toro, wo Mocnoap Icyc
AincHo Ton MunocepaHmnin Cnacutenb
CBITY, WO nomep, i NoaibHo, sk MoHy Ha
TpeTi AeHb BUKMHYB KUT Ha 6eper mops,
Tak i BiH Ha TpeTih AeHb BOCKpEC i3
MepTBUX, 3HULMBLUN CMEPTb | Aapyo4n
XKUTTS YCiM.

OTOX pagiiMo uieto nepemoroto Xpucra
Focnaa, nosipbMo y Moro Bockpecny
cuny, i askyiimo Momy 3a Moro
Munocepasa i BCenpoweHHs, gke Aac€ i
HaM rpiWHUM HaAilo Ha NOMUNYBAHHS i
npaseaHe XUTTd 3 HUM TyT Ha 3eMni i Ha
BiKM. AMiHb.

Lord had a worm chew on the plant and it
withered away. Jonah became even more
despairing and asked for death to take him.

The Lord responded to him: “You had
compassion on the plant for which you did
not work and which you did not cause to
grow, which came up overnight and
perished overnight. Should I not have
compassion on Nineveh, the great city in
which there are more than 120,000 persons
who do not know the difference between
their right and left hand, as well as many
animals?” (4:10-11)

This book of the Old Testament shows that
the Lord is very merciful. He is ready to
punish for sins, but even more ready to
have mercy on all who repent of sins. It
also shows God to be a Good Father who
teaches and guides His children. We too
should learn from this.

But there is an even more profound
message in this book. Our Lord Jesus Christ
says that the Prophet Jonah is a sign that
He Himself is truly the Merciful Saviour of
the world Who had come to rescue it from
death. And, just as Jonah emerged from
the whale on the third day, He too arose
from the dead on the third day, having
destroyed death and granting life to all.

So we all rejoice in this victory of Chris the
Lord, placing our faith in His resurrection
power, and we thank Him for His mercy and
forgiveness, which also gives us, sinners
though we be, the hope of mercy and the
attaining of a righteous life with Him here
upon the earth and in eternity. Amen.




