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CB. BesinkoMmyyeHnysi
BapsBapa 3 Nenionoss B
Cupir

Great Martyr Barbara at

Heliopolis, in Syria

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«Tebe He nepeMornm NOrposm
TupaHiB!» (cnosa 3 KoHpaka)

Bapsapa (MoMMHaEMO 4-ro rpyaHs, To6To
17-ro 3a rpuropiaHcbKuMM KaneHaapem)
Xuna i cTpaxkaana 3a BOJIoAiHHSA
puMcbKoro imnepatopa MakcumisHa (305-
311).1i 6aTbKo, [liockop, 6yB 3aMOXHOI0O
NIOANHOK B B CMpiNcbkoMy MicTi eniononi
(Tob6TO «MicTO COHUA»). Micna cMepTn
MOro Apy>XWHW BiH MOCBATMBCS AOrNs4aTH
CBOK EAMHY A0YKY, sika byna Taka
BPOANMBA, LLO BiH BUPILUMB 3aXUCTUTMU i,
3aKpUBLLK Ti B BEXi, A0 AKOI TiNIbKK i
BUMTENi MOrNuM 3axoauTu. Ane giBunHa He
6yna camiTHoto, 60 X 3 Hetw 6yB [yX
Ceatnii, Akmin HacTaBnaB Ti, OrNSAaHHAM
Kpaesuay 3 ii BexXi, CTaBUTU 3aNuUTn Nnpo
TeOpUSA TAaKOro 4yn0BOro CBITY.

Konu ctanun ceatatu ii (a BOHa BCiM
BigMoBasina) [iockop BUpIWLIMB, WO HacTaB

“ou were not overwhelmed by the
threats of the tyrants!” (From the
Kontakion)

Barbara (we commemorate her on
December 4, which is December 17 on
the Gregorian Calendar) lived and
suffered during the reign of the Roman
emperor Maximian (305-311). Her
father, Dioscorus, was a wealthy man in
the Syrian city of Heliopolis (literally
“the city of the sun”). After the death of
his wife, he devoted himself to his only
daughter, who was so lovely that he
decided to protect here by hiding her in
a tower, where only her teachers could
come to see her. But the maiden was
not alone for the Holy Spirit was leading
her, through her view of the beauties of
creation - which she could only enjoy by
seeing it, to ask questions about the
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yac BMNYCTUTW CBOIO A0YKY, Wo6 BOHA
3p006yna gocsig XXUTTS y CBiTi. BoHa
3Haunwna apy3iB AiB4aT XpUCTUSAHOK a
noTim i CBsweHnka 3 Onekcanapii, akun ii
HaB4YMB iCTMHU Bipun i oxpecTus ii nepen
MOBEPHEHHSAM A0 CBOEI KpaiHW.

[iockop 3amoBuB NobyaoBy nasHi 3 ABOMaA
BikHamu. Moro gouka Hakasana
npauiBHukam nobyaysaTtn i TpeTo — Ha
yecTb lMpecBsaToi Tponui. Toai BoHa
nanbLUeM HapucyBana XpecTa Ha CTiHi
OAHI€El Nas3Hi i BiH yyaecHo 3akapbyBaBcsa y
MapMopi. KaxyTb, WO noTiM i ctonu i
3aKkapbyBanucs B KaM'sHMUX cxoaax nasHi i
Ti, KOTPi MpuUxoannun Kynatucsa agobysanu
YyAecHe BUJTiKyBaHHS4.

Konwn nosepHyscsa [liockop i BUC/TOBUB
HEBAOBOJIEHHS 3 MPUBOAY 3MiHM B A0r0
6ypoBi, TO Moro go4ka poskasana nomy
npo Te, K BOHa ni3Hana TpueanHoro bora
Ta Npo cnacatuy cuny CuHa boxoro.
Ckasana Tex, WO NOK/IoOHATUCS igonam -
MapHa cnpasa. [iocKkop po3/oTUBCH i
XOTiB BAapuTtn Bapeapy MeueM. Ta BOHa
BTEK/a i TpiwMHa 4ya0M Bigkpuiacs B
ropi, Wwob ii 3axosaTu. Ii cxoBuLLe BiAKPWB
[Liockopy nactyx. Toi nobus ii Ta
NOCTaBMB Ni CTOPOXY, a We 1 HaMarascs
371aMaTu ii BOMIO roNogoM. Ha ocTaHky
nepeaas ii npedekToBi MicTa, MapTisiHy.
Bapsapy Toai xaxnvso Mmyuyunin ane Cam
Focnoab NosABMBCA 114 | BUNiIKYBaB 1T paHu.

Ha uboMy He ckiHuunnocsa. Basnun ii, wob
My4nTUM NnpunogHo. Ui Toptypmn nobauunna
XpuctusaHka KOniaHia i ctana MonuTmucs
3006yTn cmny, wWob akoMnaHyBaTu
Bapsapy B il Mykax. Toai BOHa rnoyana
rONI0OCHO KapTaTu MyyuTenis i 3a ue
cxonunu i ii, i ctanu 3aBaaBaTtu i ii NodibHi
MyKW. licna nedaKoro yacy BiAcCiKau
ronosu 060oM xiHkaM. CMepTenbHUin yaap
BapBapi BuKkoOHaB cam ii 6aTbko. I BiH i
MapTisH CKOpO Micnsa Lboro 3arMHynum Big
6nnckasuub.

Ce4aTi Mowi Bapsapu nepesesnun o
KOHCTaHTHUHOMONA B 6-My CTONITTi. [OTiM
yepes 600 niT ix 3HOBY nepesesna Ao
Kuesa (Cesato — 11/24 nunHs) goyka

Creator of such a wonderful world.

When suitors began to seek her hand in
marriage and she refused them all,
Dioscorus decided it was time to let his
daughter leave her tower and
experience life in the world. Among the
new friends she met were some
Christian maidens and then a priest
from Alexandria, who instructed her in
the faith and baptized her before
returning to his land.

Dioscorus had ordered a bathhouse built
with two windows. His daughter had the
workers build a third — thereby making a
Trinity. She traced the sign of the Cross
with her finger on a wall of the
bathhouse and it was miraculously
etched into the marble. Then, it is said,
that her footprints were imprinted into
the stone steps of the bathhouse and
those who came there to bathe
experienced wonderful healings.

When Dioscorus returned and expressed
dissatisfaction about the change in his
building plans, his daughter told him
about how she had come to know the
Triune God and about the saving power
of the Son of God. She told him that
worshipping idols was futile. Dioscorus
was enraged and wanted to strike
Barbara with a sword. She fled and a
crevice miraculously opened in a hill to
conceal her. Her hiding place was
disclosed by a shepherd and Dioscorus,
having beaten her, placed her under
guard and tried to wear her down with
hunger. Finally he handed her over to
the prefect of the city, named Martianus.
Barbara was horribly tortured but the
Lord Himself appeared to her and healed
her wounds.

It was not over. She was taken to be
tortured in public. A Christian named
Juliana was a witness to these torments
and prayed for strength to join Barbara
in her suffering. She began to loudly
denounce the torturers for which she
was seized and soon became a victim




Bi3aHTiNncbkoro imnepatopa Onekcis
KoMHeHa, mabyTb Ha im's BapBapa, sika
oapyxwunacb 3 KNiBCbkMM KHsA3eM
CesATtononkoM (npasgonodibHo Mmnxamnno y
CB. XpeuweHHi) Isacnasmyem, 6paTtom CB.
Apononka CrpacTtoTepnus. BoHun i1 3apas
cnoymsatoTb y Cobopi Cs. Bonogumnpa B
Kunesi, B ocigky lMaTpigapxa ®dinapeTta
YKpaiHcbKoi NpaBocnaBHoOi LlepkBu
(Kniscbkoro lMaTtpiapxaty), i Tam
LWOBiIBTOPKa BignpaBnsieTbcsa AkadicT
C4Tiln. Pyka X ii 3HaxoanTbcs y
MunxanniscbkoMy MoHacTupi B KueBi.
PykaBunuky, sika ii NOKpMBAE, 3MiHIOOTb
yac BiJ Yacy i KyCOUYKMN po3aaroTb
nasoOMHMKaM.

CedaTa Bapsapo! Y Hawi AHi, Konu Tak
nigynana MopasbHa CTPUMaHICTb, MOSINCS
3a Hac, Wwob Mn 6ynun CUAbHUMK B LWYKAHHI
focnoAHbOI JTacku A0NOMOITU HaM y
HaWwuX WOoAEHHUX icnnTax; Wwob HaLui
rpixu He nepemMonn Hac, ane wob mu
NOCTINHO WyKanu MocnoAHbLOro cBiTNa Ta
BUNIKYBaHHS YCiX paH, WO Big HUX
noxoasaTb. [lan HaMm nepeMory Hag HUMU Y
npeuiHHe IM'a Icyca. AMiHb!

herself. After a time the two women
were beheaded. The blow to Barbara
was delivered by her father himself.
Both he and Martianus died shortly

thereafter, being struck by lightning.

The holy Relics of St. Barbara were
transferred to Constantinople in the
sixth century. Then, six hundred years
later, they were transferred to Kyiv (July
11/24) by the daughter of the Byzantine
Emperor Alexius Komnenos, herself
apparently named Barbara (an unusual
name among Byzantine families), who
married the Kyivan Kniaz' Svyatopolk
(likely named Michael in Holy Baptism)
Izyaslavych (brother of St. Yaropolk, the
Passion-Bearer). They rest even now at
the Cathedral of St. Volodymyr, the seat
of Patriarch Filaret, of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church (Kyivan Patriarchate),
where an Akathist to the Saint is served
each Tuesday. Her hand is kept in a
shrine in the Monastery of St. Michael in
Kyiv. A glove covering it is changed
from time to time and pieces of it are
given to pilgrims.

Saint Barbara, in our time when moral
inhibitions are so weakened, pray for us
that we might be strong in seeking the
Lord’s grace to help us in our daily trials,
that our sins might not overpower us,
but that we might be continually seeking
the Lord’s light and healing of all
wounds brought about by them. Grant
us victory over them in the precious
Name of Jesus. Amen.




