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Hepinsa 4-ta no
M'aTnpecaTHnui — U Mmu
AiMCHO BiNbHI?

Fourth Sunday after
Pentecost - Are We Really
Free?

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

MoBuwa IkoHa XpucTta npukpallae
MpaBocnaBHy Kanauuw BockpeciHHA,
aKy nobyaysanu B [laxay, Ae MiCTUBCS
nepLwmnin KOHUeHTpauinHun Tabip
HauucTiB. Kanamusa ua — naMm’aTHUK
UYMCNIEHHUM BINCbKOBOMOJIOHEHMUM 3
KonunwHboro PagsHcobkoro Corosy, gKi
TaMm nomepnun. TUM, 9KUX 3BiNIbHUAKN Nig
KiHeub ApYroi CBiTOBOI BiMHW He HaATo
Kpalle nowactuno. PagaHcbka Bnana ix
yBaxasna 3pafHMKaMun, Kosn BOHU
NOBEPHYNCA Ha 6aTbKiBLUMHY, i iX
3acnana B ['Y/laru.

B IkoHi Icyc BUBOAUTb YCiX B'A3HIB
yepes BOpOTa, AKUX TpUMatoTb
BiAKPUTUMKM AHrenun. IKkoHa nporosiowye,
wo BiH — Toi, XTo BCiX HAac BUBOAUTb Ha
BOJ11O, Aal04M HaM CripaBXxHio cesoboay. Y
cborogHiwHboMy Anoctoni (PumnsH
6:18-23) MM 3HaxoANMMO LEN LiKaBuUi
BUCNIB: «A 3BiNIbHMBLINCS Bif rpixa,
(Bn) ctanm pabamu npasegHocTi». Le -
LikaBa 3asBa, Haj KO BapTo
3aCTaHOBUTUCS.

Ti, wo Bupiwmnnu nNitn 3a Icycom
poporoto nbosi go bora n go
6MXKHBOro HanMneBHO 3HAXOASATb, WO ue
AOCUTb CKNaaHe 3aBAaHHsA. BoHO
BMMara€ gMcumniiHnM, CMUPEHHOCTI,

The above Icon of Christ graces the
Orthodox chapel of the Resurrection built
at Dachau, the site of the first Nazi
concentration camp. The chapel is a
memorial to the many POWs from the
former Soviet Union who died there. The
ones who were liberated at the end of the
second world war did not fare much
better. They were treated as traitors by
the Soviet government when they got
back to their homeland - and were
shipped off to the gulags.

In the Icon, Jesus is leading all the
prisoners out through the gates of the
camp which are held open by Angels. The
Icon proclaims Him to be the One Who
leads us all to freedom - true freedom.
Today's Epistle (Romans 6:18-23) echoes
this theme. St. Paul tells us: “[H]aving
been set free from sin you became slaves
of righteousness”. This is a striking
statement which is worth pondering.

Those who have decided to follow Jesus’
way - the way of love of God and one's
neighbour - have certainly found this to be
quite challenging. It requires discipline,
humility, determination, courage and the
conviction of faith. As Saint Paul noted in
his Letter to the Romans, the problem is
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pilly4yoCTi, BigBaru Ta nepekoHaHoCTi y
Bipi. Sk 3ayBaxus CB. [1aBfo y CBOEMY
NncTi go PumnsH, npobnema He B TOMY,
WO MU HE 3HAEMO, W0 NOBUHHI MU
pobuTtn. MNMpobnema B ToMy, §IK Xe Ue
BUKOHyBaTtu, abo, nogibHo, sk
nepecratyn pobutn Te, WO, 3HAEMO, HE
MOBUHHI MW YMHUTW.

Bignosiab Ha Ut npobnemMy 3HaxoaMMO B
6e3ymoBHIn ntobosi bora, sky Tak
BMPa3HO BTI/IIOE Ta BUABNSAE 'ocnoap,
Bor i Cnac Haw, Icyc Xpucrtoc. Moro
nobos, aka gie y Hac [lyxom CBsATUM,
MoKa3ye HaM MOCTINHY MOX/UBICTb — i
KOHEYHICTb — NMOKasiHHA, NepeTBOPEHHS
HaLoro XuTTs, cTaBaTn «pabamm
npaBeaHOCTI» 3aMicTb pabamu rpixa.

Ane 4yu He NMpMBOANTL TakKe HacTaBNeHHS
HEYCTaHHOro NOKasHHA A0 CMYTKY Ta
no4vyTTs Nopaskn? [lexTo TBepanTb, WO
XPUCTUSHCTBO — peniriqa, sika 3anepeuvye
XNTTH. KaxkyTb BOHU, WO Bipytoui
TepnasATb BCSAKiI HegoMaraHHsa B cobi Ta B
iHLLMX HaBKOJIO0 HUX, Ta N BiAMOBNAIOTb
cobi 6baraTo WwacTs, NpocTo TOMY, LU0
BBaXatoTb, WO KoNMcb byae kpawe - B
CBIiTi, IKMN HACTyNUTb Nicnsa iXHbOI
CMepTi YUn nicng Apyroro rnpuxoay
Xpucta. A uen npuxia, K MU 3HAEMO,
LLle He HacTaB Yy yaci 1 npocTopi, K Mn
X 3HAaEMO. Y¥ MK CyMHi Ta NOxXMypi
3anepedyBadi XUTTa? Y Takm MOXeEMO
MU, WO naemo 3a Icycom, yesaxaTtun cebe
BiSIbHUMU — UM MPUHANMHI BXe pilyye
Ha 4opo3i A0 cnpaBXHboi cBoboamn?

Bignosiab Ha ue NuUTaHHA piwyde: TAK!
Mn MoxkeMmo i Takn i1 yBaKaeMo cebe
BiZIbHUMK mogbMu! Mu BinbHi, 60 Mu
6inblie BXe He AMBUMOCS Ha CBIT i Ha
XXUTTS B HbOMY NOBEPXOBO. Mu
3ayBaXunun B LLbOMY CBIiTi CEHC,
nopsAaoK, 3HadviHHA. BOHM BKa3ylOTb Ha
MpUCYTHICTL HEBMANMOrO, YXOBHOIO,
BiyHOro. IrHopysaTu ut NpUCYTHICTb —
ue gincHo 6yt NOHEBONEHMM
TMMYACOBUM Ta HECTIMKMM — TOOTO TUM,
LLLO NOCTINHO NPOMWHAE, BIAMNIUBAE BiA
Hac.

not so much that we do not know what we
ought to do. The problem is: how do we
do it - or, similarly, how do we stop doing
what we know we ought not to do?

We find an answer to this problem in the
unconditional love of God so clearly
embodied and manifested in our Lord, God
and Saviour Jesus Christ. His love,
working in us through the Holy Spirit,
shows us the continual possibility - and
necessity - of repentance, of turning our
lives around, of becoming “slaves of
righteousness” instead of sin.

But does not this attitude of constant
penitence lead to sadness and a sense of
defeat? Some have said that Christianity
is a life-denying religion. They say that
believers tolerate all sorts of bad things in
themselves and others around them, and
deny themselves a lot of happiness,
simply because they are think that things
will be better in the world which will come
either after their death or after the return
of Christ. The latter, as we know, has not
yet come to pass in space-time as we
know it. Are we sad and gloomy deniers of
life? Or can we, followers of Jesus, truly
see ourselves as being free - or at least
decisively on the road to true freedom?

The answer to this question is a
resounding: YES! We can and do see
ourselves as free people! We are free
because we no longer see the world and
life in it in a superficial way. We have
noted a sense, an order and a meaning in
the world. They point to the Presence of
the invisible, the spiritual, the eternal. To
ignore this Presence is truly to be
enslaved by the transitory and temporal -
that which is always passing away.

Sometimes we may seem to be “un-free”
as we ponder our actions from the
perspective of what they may lead to and
put /imits on ourselves - and even accuse
ourselves of certain failings which we
must overcome. Sometimes we are sad
and even depressed. On the other hand,
how can one expect to struggle and run




YacoM Mu MoXxe I noyyBaeMo cebe
«HEBITbHUMM», KON MU OCMUCITIOEMO
HawWwi BYMHKN 3 NEepCreKTUBU IXHIX
Hacnigkie i obmexyemo cebe - i HaBiTb
3BMHYBa4yeEMO cebe B AesaKkux
HegocTavax, SkKux Mm mycinm 6
rnepemorTu. YacoM MU CyMHi Ta HaBiTb
npurHiyeHi. Ta, npoTe, K e morna 6
ntoanHa 3maratucsa Ta aobpe 6irtu B
neperoHax, He No4yBaTMUCsa 4YacoMm
BTOMJIEHOI T@ 3HEOXO4YEHOI0?

Hawe egHaHHa 3 boroM yepes Monutsy,
nict, borocnyxiHHA, TaiHCTBa, CNOMUH
npo nNpuknaan Ta NiaTpumMky CBATUX —
[QA€E HaM pajdiCTb, BMEBHEHICTb Ta CMOKin
aywesHui. A Ui cnpasu HabaraTo
UiHHIWIi BiA CKOPO-MPOMMHAO40ro
MoYyTTsl AOCTATKy Ta CUTOCTI B XWUTTI,
siKe F0JIOBHO OCHOBaHe Ha NOBEepX0BMX
Ta TUMYacoBUX pe4yax.

Tak, MM TaKM BifIbHi, TOMY LLO MU
nobauunu Ceitno lMNMpasanse B Icycosi
XpucTtoBi. Mu BinbHi 60 M1 3HanLWIN
6e3mexHy noboB Boxy, sika Hac
npuUMMae, o4YnULLYE Ta NepeTBoploe. Mu
BiNIbHi, 60 3HAEMO 3BiAKN MU MOXOANMO
Ta Kyau naemo.

Cnasa borosi Otuesi, CnHoBi Ta [1yxoBi
Ceatomy! Cnasa Tomy, XTO Hac
BMBOAMTbL 3 [laxay Ta 'Y/laris rpixa,
HeCBIiAOMOCTI Ta cMepTi — Yy AOCKOHany
csobopy giten boxux!

the good race and not at times at times
feel tired and discouraged?

Our union with God through prayer,
fasting, the Liturgy, the Sacraments, the
memory of the example and support of
the Saints - gives us joy, confidence and
peace. These are more precious than the
fleeting sense of contentment and
satiation in a life that is based primarily
on superficial and transitory things.

Yes, we are free because we have seen
the True Light in Jesus Christ. We are free
because we have discovered the infinite
love of God which accepts us, purifies us
and transforms us. We are free because
we know where we come from and where
we are going.

Glory to God the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. Glory to the One Who leads us
out of the Dachau and the gulags of sin,
ignorance and death - to the perfect
freedom of the children of God!

June 28, 2012




