UKkrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

YKRaiHCLKa IIpaBocaaBHa IlepkBa B Kanajni
L'Eglise orthodoxe ukrainienne du Canada

Home Page | Listing of Articles

Hepinsa 5-ta no
MN'aTwpecaTHuui: 300 -
6e3 macku!

Fifth Sunday after
Pentecost: Evil -
Unmasked!
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kutash@unicorne.org
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Y cborogHiwHin €saHrenii (MaTsia 8:28-
9:1), MM MOXEMO NOYYTU rosioc 3na. BiH
noxoauTb Big 6iciB, WO onaHyBanu ABOX
YOJ10BiKiB 3 3eM/i NagapUHCBLKOI, SKNUX
locnoab Icyc noTiM BU3BOIMB 3 IXHBOIO
CTPaLWHOro NOHeBONEHHA: «Koaun
BMKEHEeLU HAac, TO MNOLIAW Hac Y TOM rypT
cBuHen.» Lli cnoBa 6baraTo nokasyrTb
HaM — BOHW AaloTb 3MOry ni3HaTu, Wo
Take 3710 Mo CBOiN Npupoai.

CataHny Ta noro cnyr, 6yBae,
npeacraBnsioTb, HEMOB 6M B HMX LWOCH
repoiyHe. Hanpuknag - pOMaHTUYHUN
onuc y MinbToHa «3arybneHun pai».
MOXNBO Yynn MU TON BUCAIB, IKOro
pae apTop CaTtaHi: «Kpawe Bonogitm B
neksi, YuM cnyxumtun B Hebi». TyT Boxunii
CYNMPOTUBHUK 3BY4YUTb Tak, Hibu BiH
SIKMNCb repoli-noBCcTaHeub, Wo 6opertbes
3a ceoboay NpoTK 3aCTol, NPOTH
rHo6uTens. TaknMm BUINSAAE HEHaYe LS
nocTaTb 3aC/yroBY€E Ha 3axonseHHs, abo
LOHaMMeHLWe Ha cniByyTTa. I aiicHo,
nonynsapHa pok-rpyna «PoniHr CToH3»
CTBOPW/IU TiT Ha L0 TeMy nig

In today's Gospel reading (Matthew 8:28-
9:1), we may hear the voice of evil
speaking. It comes from the demons
possessing the two men from Gadara,
whom Jesus was about to free from their
horrible bondage: "If you are going to
drive us out, send us into that herd of
pigs" (Today's English Version). These
words are revealing. They give us a
glimpse into what evil is truly about.

Satan and his servants are sometimes
presented as somewhat heroic characters.
There is the romantic picture in Milton's
"Paradise Lost". We may have heard the
statement the author gives to Satan:
"Better to reign in Hell, than to serve in
Heaven". It sounds as though God's
adversary were a heroic rebel, a fighter
for freedom from the status quo, from an
oppressive authority. Put this way, it
appears as though this being deserves
admiration, or at least sympathy. In fact,
the popular rock group, The Rolling
Stones, wrote a hit song on this theme,
inspired by Mikhail Bulgakov's book, The
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HaTXHeHHAM TBOpY Muxaina bynrakosa
MaticTtep i Maprapura.

Cnosa uux 6iciB nokasyoTb 4oro
cnpasai 6axae 310: cMepTi Ta
PYMHYBAHHS — X04 61 XNTTA
6e3cnoBeCcHMX TBAapUH - CBUHEN. AKLWO X
He MOXYTb BOHM Aasi onaHoOBYyBaTwU
NOAWHY, TO Ui iICTOTU NparHyTb
onaHyBaTu xo4d 61 CBMHIO, XOY iXHS
BNaja Hapg Hew i TpuBaTuMe nuLie
JeKinbKa CeKyH, AOKN CBUHS KUHETbCS
3 Kpyui B 03epo, w06 TaM BTONUTUCS.
30BcCiM BiACyTHS 6yab sAKka
npuBabnKMBICTb B iHTENEKTI Ta BONI, AKa
A0NpOBaAXYE A0 TAKOro NPUHU3NMBOrO
BMAOBULLA, WO Aopedi byno Tpareai€to
ANS BNACHUKIB CBUHEN, SKi HUMM
3006yBanu CBi NPOXUTOK.

Mu NOBWHHI Ni3HaBaTW, WO Take 30,
Wob6 MM MOrIM MOro YHMKATK Ta MoMy
npotucroatTn. Konn Icyc 3arognecs Ha
npoxaHHs 6icie BiH unM 3acTtaBuB iX
BUSABUTU - XTO BOHU. KOXXEH XTO NO4yeE i
3a4yMaETbCA HaA 3HAYEHHAM i€l noaii
Ma€E MOX/IMBICTb OCMUCIUTU Te, KYAN
rpix nposagnTb NoanHY. Bo X rpix — y
SAIKOMY MU HE KaeEMOCS, SKOro MU
NOBTOPKEMO, BIiAMOB/SOUYNCH BU3HABATH
CBOEI BUHU Ta npocuTtn B bora (Ta B
61MXHBOro) NpPoWEHHS | NoModi, Wwob
NOKIACcTW Kpak MoMy —Lie X TOM 3acib,
SIKMM 3110 BKOPIHIOETbLCS Y HalWoOMy
KWUTTI.

Lls eBaHrenbcbka po3noBigb He Ma€ Hac
nakatu. BoHa gaHa HaM as HaB4YaHHS,
wob mMmn Bnbmpanm nobpo 3amictb 3na,
wob 3septanncb Mmn go Toro, XTo Mae
Haa ycim Bnaay, KoMy i Bnani ictotu
HapewTi MycaTb MigKOpATUCS.
MobaumBLUKN CTpalLHe BMAOBULLE
noTonsieHHs 6iCHYBaTUX CBUHEN,
MOBEPHIMOCH i NOrMIAHbMO Ha UUX ABOX
4osoBiKiB, sKi 3006ynu ceoboay. Tenep
BOHW MOrAun NiT po3rnoBiCTU CBOIM
cycifam rpo Te, Wo CTasioCHd 3 HUMMU.
BoHu mornu rosoputu! BoHn mornm
ADi9TW 3 BnacHoi Boni. Icyc ix 3BinbHUB.
Yun He 6axaemo n mu ceoboan? LLnax oo
Hel — 3BepHyTuUCA Ao 'ocnoaa Big ycboro

Master and Margarita.

The words of these demons show what
evil truly wants: death and destruction - if
only of the lives of dumb animals such as
pigs. If they could not possess a human
being, these creatures yearn to possess at
least a pig, even if their power over it
lasts only the few seconds it takes for the
pig to rush down the side of the cliff into
the lake where it will, of course, drown.
There is certainly nothing attractive about
the intelligence and will that leads to this
sort of humiliating spectacle, which was
actually a major tragedy for the owners of
the pigs, who depended upon them for
their livelihood.

We must see what evil is like, so that we
may avoid and oppose it. When Jesus
agreed to the demons' request, He got
them to expose themselves. All who
would hear and ponder the meaning of
this event would be given the opportunity
to think about where the pursuit of sin
leads. For sins - of which we do not
repent, sins which we keep on doing,
refusing to acknowledge our guilt and ask
God (and others) for forgiveness and help
to put an end to them - are the means by
which this evil gains access to our lives.

This Gospel account is not meant to
frighten us. It is given to teach us, to help
us choose good over evil - to turn to the
One who has authority over all things, to
Whom even the fallen beings must
ultimately submit. After seeing the
horrible spectacle of the drowning of the
possessed pigs let us turn to look at the
two men who had been set free. They
were now able to go tell their neighbours
what had happened. They could talk! They
could act on their own volition. Jesus had
set them free. Do we not want our
freedom? The way to it is to turn to the
Lord with all our hearts.

One can have pity for the tormented
beings who destroyed the pigs. Great
prayer warriors such as St. Anthony of
Egypt and St. Isaac the Syrian even




cepus.

Mo>Ha Xanitm TUX CTpaxaar4mnx icToT,
O 3HULLWAM CBMHEN. Bennki BOTHK
Monuteu, 9k CB. AHTOHI ErMneTcbKnii
Ta C.. Icak CMpUWH HaBiTb MONUAMCS 3a
HUX, BiACTOIOOYM IXHI Hanagun. Ha Take
MK MabyTb He mornim 6 cnpomorTucs. Ta
MU MOXEMO 3MEHLYBaTK IXHIO CUy
CynpoTMBAAKYNCE MPiXoBi i Biggaroum
Borosi HanexHe Momy Micle B HawoMmy
XWUTTIi, AK HawoMy Bonogapesi, HawoMy
OtueBi, HawomMy Apyrosi. Hexan 6yane
6narocnoseHHe Moro BcecssaTte IM's
Tenep i HaBikKN. AMiHb.

prayed for them - while resisting their

attacks. That is may be more than we can

do. But we can diminish their power by
resisting sin and giving God His rightful
place in our lives - as our Lord, our

Father, our Friend. Blessed be His All-Holy

Name now and forever more. Amen.
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